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CLXXXVI. 


Cranbrook,  July  27 j  1805. 
BELOVED  IN  THE  LOKD^ 

GrRAC£  and  pcTsuie.  b^/;WJth  thee  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Cbmt.;  I.kin  now  at  my  native 

I      *•    '     ■  -■•,■• 

place,  where  I  s6e'  not  one  face  that  I  knew  in 
the  days  of  myyoulhj  but  the  Doctor  is  still 
alive,  and  alive  foT  evermore ;  "  Because  I  live, 
ye  ahall  live  also.^  Blessed,  yea  blessed  for 
evermore  be  the  faithful  Immanuel.  The 
refuse,  the  once  ofifscouring  of  Cranbrook,  is 
now  in  this  town  the  highest  officer  there — an 
ambassador  of  peace,  and  a  son  of  peace.  ^^  Not 
unto  us,  not  unto  us;  but  unto  thy  name 
give  glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth's 
sake."  I  have  had  good  times,  but  bad 
weather;  and,  according  to  custom,  the  fowls 
have  followed  the  seedsman  to  pick  up  all  that 

VOL.  II.  fi 


fell  by  the  way  side.  But  neither  the  malice  of 
hypocrites,  nor  all  their  opposition;  no  heresy 
nor  hypocrisy;  no  leaven  of  malice  or  wicked- 
ness; shall  ever  work  effectually,  except  in 
them  that  perish :  a  full  persuasion  of  this  keeps 
no  small  part  of  the  hurden  of  government  off 
from  my  mind;  for  faith  knows  that  it  rests 
unmolested,  undisturbed,  and  proceeds  in  an 
unerring  course,  on  the  shoulders  of  the  child 
born,  and  the  son  given.  And  is  it  not  a  won- 
der of  wonders,  that  every  Benjamite,  every  one 
beloved  of  the  Lord,  finds  rest  and  support  in 
the  same  place:  we  dwell  between  his  shoulders. 
The  poor  and  needy  closely  pursue  mc  in 
these  parts;  wait  upon  me  all  the  day  long;  and 
would  keep  me  up  all  night  too;  but  I  behave 
among  them  according  to  custom — take  French 
leave,  slip  off,  and  leave  them  to  wait  my  return 
in  vain.  Tell  poor  brother  B.  the  rector,  that 
I  hope  to  be  at  home  on  Monday  night,  though 
it  may  be  late,  and  will,  if  God  permit,  relieve 
him;  that  is,  I  intend  to  mount  guard  myseliT 
on  Tuesday  evening  at  Monkwell  street,  before 
1  set  off  for  York.  This  I  suppose  will  cheer 
him ;  for  I  doubt  not  but  he  is  sick  of  dwelling 
where  Satan's  seat  is.  My  love  to  him,  <£«ie, 
and  all  friends. 

Ever  yours, 

T4b   CoAUWAVUt 
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cLXXxvii; 

Feb.  14,  1799- 

My  dearly  beloved  Brother  and  Sister  in  Christ 

Jesus^ 

Gtrace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you 
through  the  great  and  only  Mediator,  my  Lord 
and  yours.  Being  poorly  in  body,  through  a 
violent  cold  and  cough>  which,  like  an  affec- 
tionate wife,  sticks  close  to  me ;  having  been 
kept  at  home  this  week,  for  fear  of  being  dumb, 
by  forcing  myself  to  speak  too  much;  and  re-* 
membering  the  last  time  brother  B.  spake  to 
me  he  complained  of  being  deserted  by  the  sin- 
ner's  only  friend ;  I  thought  it  might  be  neither 
unseasonable  nor  unwelcome,  were  I  to  drop 
him  a  line. 

The  church  of  God",  my  dear  brother,  is 
Mahanaim — a  company  of  two  armies.  There 
is  a  law  in  the  members  that  calls  for  obedience 
to  every  evil  desire  of  the  flesh,  in  order  to 
gratify  that  desire ;  there  is  also  a  law  in  the 
mind,  which  is  faith  that  worketh  by  love,  that 
calls  for  evangelical  obedience  to  the  word. 
These  two  laws  war  against  each  othen  Satan 
Atirs  up  and  heads  the  former;  Christ  revives 
^nd  heads  the  latter;,  and  both  these  are  sepa^^ 
rat^ly  and  distinctly  felt  at  certain  seasoi^s.    It 


^*; 


pleases  God  that  it  should  be  so,  that  we  may 
not  forget  our  base  original;  that  we  may  be 
on  our  guard,  and  be  kept  diligent,  watchful, 
and  humble;  knowing  we  have  an  army  of  ene- 
mies within,  and  a  furious  king  without,  who 
stirs  up  and  heads  these  troops  that  war  against 
the  soul.  We  cannot  say,  when  the  prince  of 
this  world  Cometh  to.  us,  as  Christ  did ;  namely, 
that  "he  hath  nothing  in  me;"  but,  contrari- 
.wise,  when  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh 
unto  us  he  hath  always  an  army  on  his  side 
against  the  daily  sacrifice,  the  devil  hating 
prayer.  But  what  shall  harm  us  who  deny  self 
in. her  sinful  requests,  and  take  up  this  cross — 
these  two  laws,  so  contrary  the  one  to  the  other, 
and  follow  Christ  in  the  regeneration,  which  ia 
following  him  in  love  to  him,  or  because  we  love 
him?  Now  when  this  law  in  the  members  works 
Christ  is  hidden,  which  is  our  grief;  for  if  he 
was  not  withdrawn  it  could  be  no  cross;  for 
what  can  trouble  us  if  his  presence  be  with  us? 
This  always  makes  us  hunger  and  thirst  after 
him,  and  quickens  us  to  seek  him;  it  damps 
and  deadens  us  to  the  world,  and  makes  us^sick 
of  aU;  for  when  he  is  absent  nothing  can  fill, 
the  vacancy;  nothing  can  compensate  or  repair 
Iftie  loss.  This  shews  the  sincerity  of  the  heart, 
and  the  genuineness  of  grace:  and,  as  soon  ss 
ihis  fitof  unbdief  subsides,  how  sweet  is  the 
least  glimpse,  how  precious  every  ^oft  word^ 


how  welcome  the  least  encouragement,  and 
how  delightfully  is  the  soul  melted  into  grati* 
tude  when  once  more  favoured  with  nearness  of 
access  to  him  ? 

This,  my  dear  brother,  is  going  in  and  out, 
and  finding  pasture.  The  former  conflict  gives 
us  an  appetite,  the  latter  indulgence  is  a  sweet 
repast  This  is  the  way  that  I  have  ever  gone, 
and  this  is  the  way  that  I  go  now.  Thus  the 
Father,  who  is  called  the  husbandman,  purges 
every  branch  that  is  in  the  living  vine;  and 
this  is  done  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit: 
and  every  time  the  branch  is  purged  the  union 
with  Christ  is  discovered  again,  and  godly  sor^ 
row  and  humbling  grace  are  received  from  hii 
fulness,  which  alone  makes  us  fruitful.  Purg- 
ing is  to  try  us,  to  discover  sin,  to  empty  us  of" 
self,  and  to  humble  us ;  and  renewings  of  love, 
revivals  of  the  work  wrought,  and  of  the  hope^ 
given,  always  cause  a  flourishing  again.  Be  of 
good  cheer,  nothing  above  or  below  shall  ever 
separate  us  from  him.  God  bless  you  both; 
you  are  in  my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  you. 

Your    affectionate    pastor,    brother,    and 
fnend^  in  tribulation, 
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CLxxxvnr. 

Sept.  12>  18C0. 
vBfeAR  FR|ENI>, 

I  WAS  sofry  to  hear  of  your  severe .  illuesa. 
However,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  you  are 
fixeci  upon  the  foundation  that  God  has  laid  in 
Zion.  And  lam  as  $ure  that  every  shake  loosens 
apd  unsettles  us  more  and  more  from  the  flesh, 
and  makes  the  Rock  appear  more  manifest,  more 
firm,  and  our  standiog  upop  it  more  and  more 
clear  tp  us.  Upon  this  Bqck  the  building  of 
mercy  stands;  God  founded  it,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  raises  up  the  fabric;  and  the  winds,  rains^ 
and  floods,  are  intended  to  try  it;  but  it  cannot 
be  moved,  being  founded  upon  i  rock ;  nor 
Cjan  sin  and  death  prevail  against  it.  Christ'3 
eternal  love  to  us,  and  our  love  springing  from 
his,  form  the  grand  cement  that  unites  the 
foundation  and  the  superstructure  together. 
This,  my  daughter,  is  our  safety,  our  grand  se-. 
curity,  and  our  stability:  and  all  the  attempts 
of  earth  and  hell  against  it  serve  only  to  con-i> 
vince  and  shew  us  how  firm  it  stands,  and  how 
feeble  and  vain  are  all  the  attempts  that  are 
made  against  it,  *^  God  hath  founded  Zion^ 
nd  the  poor  of  his  people  shall  trust  in  it/' 
Every  trial,  my  daughter,  serves  to  strengthen 


this  union,  and  moves  us  more  and  more  from 
all  and  every  thing  that  is  not  Christ;  he  is  all, 
and  in  all;  and  the  nearer  the  end,  the  more 
plain  this  appears;  and  all  other  things  vanish, 
as  this  appears  full  and  sufficient. 

Farewell !   Miss  S.  is  better.    Love  to  the 
Doctor, 


CLXXXIX. 

Feb.  10,  1802. 
Doctor  Sack  to  his  Sister  Taff. 

B£  LOVED, 

Gtracb  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  thee  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ/  I  was  glad  at  my  heart, 
and  thankful  to  my  God,  to  hear  that  you  was 
better,  and  down  stairs  again.  Surely  **  our 
God  is  the  God  of  salvation,  and  unto  God  the 
Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death;"  for  he 
brings  down  to  the  grave,  and  lifteth  up;  ♦Mie 
wounds  and  his  hands  make  whole.'*  Nothing 
encourages  faith  more  than  the  returns  of 
prayer;  divine  gains  make  the  wise  merchant- 
man love  to  occupy,  and  diligent  in  seeking, 
goodly  pearls.  But  the  intercourse  is  not  al- 
ways open;  the  fair  havens  are  not  always  ac- 


cessible :  still,  however,  business  is  going  on 
in  our  behalf,  by  him  that  entered  within 
the  vail;  who  appears  in  the  presence  of  God 
for  us,  perfun^ing  our  prayers  with  his  sacrifice^ 
with  the  fulness  of  his  grace,  and  with  the  unc- 
tion and  consecration  of  his  everlasting  priest- 
hood, himself  being  priest,  altar,  sacrifice,  and 
intercessor.  And  how  prevalent  must  our  poor 
prayers  be  when  put  up  in  his  name,  in  the 
faith  of  him,  and  under  the  influence  of  his 
spirit;  attended  with  a  pleading  of  his  promises, 
laying  hold  of  his  strength,  and  relying  upon 
his  merits,  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  of- 
fices! 

I  direct  this  to  the  Doctor;  but  tell  him  it 
is  not  for  him,  but  for  my  countrywoman.  I 
am  one  of  those  that  creep  into  houses,  and  lead 
captive  silly  women;  and  am  not  a  little  de- 
lighted when  I  can  see  a  few  of  these  poor  cap- 
tives following  my  Master  in  chains,  making 
supplication  and  bitter  weeping  for  him.  He 
loves  a  broken-hearted  sinner,  and  I  love  him 
for  it  Adieu !  Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee. 
My  love  to  the  Captain  and  his  white  Serjeant; 
to  the  Doctor,  and  all  friends. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


cxc. 

«  Cricklevood,  April  g,  1806. 

MY  BEAR  FRISND, 

Cjtracb  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Am  sorry  to  hear  thajt  thou 
art  so  ill.  But  am  fully  persuaded  that  no  sick<- 
ness  which  comes  upon  thee  shall  be  u^to 
death;  for  faith  never  dies,  gospel  hope  never 
yields  up  the  ghost,  and  charity  never  f^ils. 
"  That  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit;'* 
immortal)  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  undefilr 
ing;  the  better  and  the  more  enduring  sul>- 
stance;  the  first  fruits  of  the  future  harvept,  the 
pledge  of  the  great  reward,  •  and  the  earnest  of 
the  endless  inheritance.  Our  Christ  is  full  of 
grace  and  truth,  and  these  things  are  from  his 
fulness — a  part  of  him,  which  assures  and  se- 
cures the  whole.  Attend  above  all  things  to 
this  hidden,  this  inward  treasure;  it  is  hid  i^ 
an  earthen  vessel,  that  all  its  excellency,  or  all 
of  it  which  in  every  sense  excels  nature,  may 
appear  to  us  to  be  of  God,,  that  we  may  give 
him  the  glory  of  his  own  grace. 

Sometimes  this  hidden  man  of  the  heart  ap- 
pears conspicuous,  by  the  motions  of  life,  l^ 
powerful  support,  by  the  Sowings  of  gratitude, 
by  humble  submission,  or  by  the  meltings  of 


The  god  of  this  world,  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air,  who  is  so  great,  and  in  pride 
and  usurpation  so  high;  he  looks  down  with' 
the  utmost  scorn,  disdain,  derision,  and  con* 
tempt,  on  the  broken  and  contrite  heart  wherein 
God  dwells.  This  is  their  mortification,  which 
inflames  them  with  infernal  jealousy  and  jealous 
rage.  To  prevent  this  union  taking  place  are 
all  the  devil's  accusations,  stratagems,  wiles, 
and  furious  assaults;  and^  when  it  has  taken 
place,  to  disturb,  interrupt,  and  disjoint  it,  if 
possible;  and  if  not,  so  to  disquiet  us  that  we 
may  not  enjoy  it.  Upon  this,  my  daughter, 
depends  all  our  fruitfulness;  nameffy,  abiding 
in  the  vine;  and  all  our  happiness  in  the  way, 
namely,  as  we  received  him,  so  to  walk  in  him : 
even  in  death  our  blessedness  lies  in  dying  id 
the  Lord;  and  at  the  day  of  judgment  all  our 
safety  is  in  being  found  in  him,  in  tliat  day. 
Against  this  union  Atheists,  Deists,  Arians,  So* 
cinians,  Arminians,  Pharisees,  Sadducees,  impos* 
tors,  formalists,  Papists,  and  hypocrites,  which 
all  are  the  auxiliaries  of  Satan,  and  all  other 
hired  forces,  are  set,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
wage  war  with  those  whose  souls  are  bound  up 
in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  our  God. 
Yea,  the  old  man  with  all  his  members,  which 
are  the  confederates  and  allies  of  Satan,  are  his 
garrison;  these  attest  the  work  within,  and  the 
others  without;   while  God  keeps  his  fire  iw 
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Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jemsalem,  tc^  purge 
away  the  dross  and  the  tini  which  our  poor 
souls  contract  by  dwelling  among  these  scor- 
pions. / 

From  this  army  of  infernal  forces  come  all 
onr  warfare,  troubles,  sorrows,  and  vexations : 
but  all  the  filth  they  throw  up  God  purges,  and 
their  controlling  power  he  subdues,  Mich.  vii. 
J 9.  And  then  the  union  with  the  living  vine 
becomes  closer,  the  mind  more  humble,  the 
spirit  more  meek,  the  affections  more  pure,  the 
will  more  resigned,  the  heart  more  soft,  the 
conscience  more  tender^  and  the  soul  more 
lively.  Faith  then  sallies  out  and  ventures 
abroad,  hope  stays  at  home  to  keep  house, 
while  patience  waits  till  faith  comes  back  with 
her  scraps  of  peace  and  crumbs  of  comfort. 
Every  distant  view  of  Jesus  is  precious ;  every 
approach,  or  more  transient  visit,  is  acceptable ; 
and  every  token  for  good  is  sealed  up  among 
our  treasures.  And  it  is  impressed  upon  the 
mind,  and  hope  always  expects  it,  after  we  have 
been  searched,  tried,  and  afflicted,  to  look  out 
for  the  returning  kiss,  to  make  matters  up,  to 
renew  the  union,  to  revive  the  work,  to  re- 
plenish the  soul,  to  promote  the  intimacy,  and 
to  increase  the  greatest  familiarity. 

Daughter,    adieu;  I  shall  add  my  prayers. 
And  tell  your  Doctor  that  the  Doctor  intendi 


}4 

,^nathcr  stroke  at  him^  in  order  to  hold  him  by 
the  heel.    Farewell! 

W.  H.  S.  S* 


CXCII. 

March  25,  leo/. 
Dear  Daughter  in  Faith  and  love^ 

Resignation  and  submission,  peace  and  hope, 
be  Mrith  thee.  Thou  art  often  in  the  fire,  and 
oft  in  the  water;  and  through  both  these  all 
must  go  who  arrive  safe  in  the  wealthy  place. 
The  work  of  God  is  perfect,  and  what  he  does 
is  done  for  ever.  Nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
fruits  of  his  Spirit  by  the  most  shining  days  of 
prosperity,  nor  any  thing  taken  from  it  by  un<» 
intermitting  days  of  adversity :  the  new  man 
remains  the  pure  workmanship  of  God ;  and  in 
this  iiew  man  the  Saviour's  image  remains  un* 
tarnished,  undefaced,  unmutilated,  and  undis* 
figured. 

In  days  of  ease  and  pleasure  our  animal 
spirits  rise  high,  and  the  passions  of  nature  are 
much  elated;  when  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish 

« 

the  fruits  of  nature,  thus  indulged,  from  the 
fruits  of  the  holy  Spirit.    Peter  vowed  much  a( 
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Mcfa  a  ttm^,  and  Samson  too;  but  in  the  con<». 
flict  this  fortitude,  this  vaunted  heroism,  gave 
way.  The  fruit  and  efiect  of  divine  grace  in 
the  soul  is  peace  with  God  and  conscience ;  and 
the  brightest  flame  that  rises  from  this  hallowed 
fire  is  joy.  Joy  is  the  cream  of  all  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word;  it  is  the  inebriating  wine 
that  comes  at  the  end  of  the  banquet;  and  I 
may  call  it  the  parting  kiss ;  for  Wisdom  tells 
us  in  prosperity  to  be  joyful,  but  in  adversity  to 
consider,  for  God  has  set  the  one  against  the 
other.  But  neither  the  sweetest  calms  of  peace, 
nor  the  strongest  flames  of  joy,  are  to  be  trusted 
to;  neither  should  we  vow,  promise,  or  predict 
of  future  success  or  victory  according  to  them; 
for  tliey  are  the  two  first  that  fail  when  the 
conflict  begins.  "  Upon  my  peace  came  great 
bitterness,"  says  Hezekiah;  for  so  it  reads  in 
the  original.  And  joy^  being  the  blossom,  or 
bloom  of  grace,  it  soon  withers;  Joel  i.  12* 
"  The  joy  of  our  heart  is  ceased,  our  dance  is 
turned  into  mourning,"  Lam.  v.  15. 

Hence  it  appears  that  peace  is  no  weapon  of 
war,  nor  is  joy  a  bosom  friend  in  aflSiction, 
Peace  is  our  ammunition  shoes;  but  it  is  not 
easy  always  to  keep  them  on,  much  less  to  keep^ 
them  tight  And  joy  is  somewhat  like  a  soldier's 
wife,  who  strips  the  dead,  and  collects  the  spoils 
after  the  battle  is  fought,  and  the  victory  won. 
Hence  you  read  that  the  saints  are  said  to  re^ 
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joice  as  those  who  divide  the  spoil ;  Isaiah  ix.  5. 
Joy  and  peace  aire  the  srours  feasts  while  faith  is 
in  exercise.  God  fills  us  with  joy  and  peace  in 
believing,  but  not  in  fighting,  nor  in  suffering. 
The  whole  war  depends  upon  the  promised 
strength  of  the  Lord,  and  upon  momentary  sup* 
port  from  him;  "  As  thy  day,  so  shall  thy 
strength  be:  I  will  water  it  every  moment,  I 
will  keep  it  night  and  day.'*  And  here  faith 
must  act  alone,  for  we  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith.  And  faith  must  fight  alone, 
for  the  fight  is  hers.  "  Fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith;  lay  hold  on  eternal  life."  In  the  victory 
also  faith  stands  alone ;  **  This  is  the  victory 
that  overcomes  the  world,  even  our  faith." 

Hence  my  dear  daughter  sees  that  faith 
alone  fights,  and  keeps  the  field,  by  the  promised 
power  of  God :  hope  expects  the  victory ; 
patience  waits  the  event ;  peace  and  joy  are  the 
spoils.  Submission  in  the  action  is  our  highest 
obedience;  and  meekness  and  quietude  the  in^ 
ternal  adorning  of  the  soul. 

Dear  Daughter, 

Your  most  affectionate 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CXCIII. 

April  i  180^ 

1  RBb£iV£6  the  epistle  of  my  daughter;  audi 
a$  far  as  I  anl  skilled  in  anationp^y^  or  in  physiQg;- 
nomy»  the.outMrard  m^ti  decays,  but  the  inward 
van  is  renewed;,  his  heart  s^em^  ^^PPy*  ^^^ 
his.  couatcnaiife :  Inialthy .  Winter  frosts  and 
east  vtrinds  hf^ve^  do  ;  efTfsct  upon  chanty,  the 
bond  of  all  perff^tne98.  Nor  ii^ill  faith  be  con-** 
fined  at  home»  or  \^q  deterred  from  vejnturing 
abroad,  nor.  will  ^e  cease  to  plow  up  the  mys- 
teries^ because  of  the  cold.  Faitk  hope,  and 
love,  can  go  ^brpad  when  we  are  conljn^d  at 
home;  and  find  access  within  the  vail  when  we 
are  detailed  within  the  curtains.  Apd,.  as  to 
the  old  man,  his  bounds  are  circumscribed: 
his  parcje  is  between  the  two  thrones;  he  can- 
not gain  the  throne  of  pur  renewed  affections 
within,  nor  draw  near  the  thrqnei  of  grace 
above.  Grace  shall  reign  in  the  heart;  and 
the  Saviour  is  holy,  harmless,  separate  from  sin 
and  sinners,  and  will  never  suffer  the  spawn  of 
the  pld  man  to  come  near  him. 

A  wonder,  and  a  new  thing  it  is,  that  a 
woman  should  compass  a  man,  Jen  xxxi.  SS. 
But  h^re  is  a  Welsh  girl  who .  has  compassed 

VOL.  II.  C 


18 

four  men.  Her  outward  man  decays;  her  old 
man  still  plagues  her;  her  inward  man  is  re- 
newed day  by  day;  and  faf r  Mediator,  who  is 
the  man  Christ  Jesus,  still  mediates  for  her.  A 
glorious  reward  is  before  us,  when  the  fight  and 
the  race  tact  iintebed.  An  eternal  weight  ojf 
l^lory  fbllow^  iipcAk  <kir  light  und  mctattktkty 
afflictiond,  ami'tlie  Lc^d  in  our  ni^ire;  in  part  of 
the  children's  flesh  and  blodd^  h^  got  ptesesstott 
df  it/and  secni^  and  ehsureB  it  td  ali  «bed»ee4 
AntI  he  has  already  adiflietlid' dtiv  Wttm  iMd 
hopes,  f^ith:  and  affectidns^  though  and  de^ 
sites,  prayers  and  praises,  to  go  ahd  cothe,  i^ 
cend  and  descend,  and  to  gain  and  out;  wfai^h 
serves  to  she#  us  that  thef  door  ii  not  shut^  that 
the  way  is  cast  up^  the  obst^acles  Ate  l^emovedl 
and  the  cloud  of  our  transgres^ons  blotted  out; 
^h(),  ais  thy  soul  liveth,  there  is  but  a  «tep  ht^ 
twefettirs  and  everlasting liffe.    ' 

if  you  could' but  know  1k>wI  tiave#xptoi«d 
these  invisible  regions  of  -Misit ;  ikncied  and 
liiiagtned  the  glorious  orders  of  b«ngs  there^ 
their  ^ongs,  appearances,  felicity,  «mploymcfits, 
dfelightsi  shitimg  robes,  sparkling  crowns ;  theit 
fmtms,  ^libuts,  triumphs,  extiltations,  thrones, 
princedoms;  their  fbantains  of  Hffe,  rivers  of 
]plcaiure,  *  aiid  (ibove*  all)  the  beauty,  the  per- 
fection of  beauty,  and  the  beatkty  of  faolihess^^ 
i  mean  the  sovereign  ftulet"  ahd  glorious  Kin^ 
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of  the  place!— There  is  nothing,  girl,   but  the 
vail  between  that  country  and  this. 

Farewell !  My  love  to  the  Doctor. 

Ever  yours. 

W.  H«  S.  S. 


€XC1V. 

« 

.     '  *  Sept.  7,  1810. 

I  WAS  iu  hopes  that  my  dear  ppator  would 
have  done  a»  l\e  in  ,4^>e  by.  I  always.  «<idM^ 
vour  to  mix  vp  ?om«tl»iBg.  M^h^h^cpmci  ta 
ipy  sliop,  either  to  purge,  to  heal,  to  dapple,  to. 
strengtheq,  or  to  revive.  But  no  so^p  pill^^  nqi 
juniper,  for  me:  the^e  hq  says  might  do  mfl 
good,  but  he  takes  care  not  to  bring  th^m,  I; 
am  but  poorly,  the  hot  work  at  Grub-street  is- 
too  much  for  my  tQttering  tabernacle.  Bat  it 
must  con>e  down,  and  it  sh^ll  be.bMiU  i^gaiuT 
Truth  has  said  it,  andOi|in|pten()$  will  peifofm  it. 

Yours  in  Him, 

i 

Tub  Coalheaveq. 
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cxcv. 

June  22^  1812b 
DEAR   FRIEND, 

The  Doctress  told  me  yesterday  that  she  in- 
tended, it  a  few  days,  to  pay  us  a  visit.  I  beg 
you  will  tender  my  kind  respects  to  the  Cap- 
tain, and  tell  him  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  se& 
him  with  his  sister.  He  will  meet  with  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  a  pleasant  garden  to  walk  in.  I 
have  but  pne  spare  bed,  but  I  think  I  could  get 
him  one  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  am,  blessed 
he  my  God,  better  of  my  gravelly  complaint,  but 
the  rheumatism  sticks  fast  to  my  hip;  old  age,  as 
well  as  the  qiieen  of  the  south,  is  attended  with 
a  very  great  train ;  but  Christ  is  my  pliysician,  my 
healing  balih,  my  saving  health,  my  life,  and  the 
length  of  my  days,  or  the  continuer  of  everlast- 
ing light,  being  the  fountain  of  it;  and  I  endea- 
vour to  comfort  myself  with  these  things. 

A  young  man,  who  kept  the  Bull  Inn  at 
Cranbrook,  and  was  brought  forth  under  mc 
some  year?  ago  in  town,  has  been  for  sofnethne 
very  ill,  and  wished  much  to  see  and  hear  me 
once  more  ere  he  died.  He  heard  me  twice  last 
Sunday,  from  2  Cor.  v.  4,  5.  On  Tuesday  I 
went  to  see  him,  and  on  Thursday  noon  he  de- 
parted in  peace,  according  to  God's  promise  to 
all  hi^  saints.     Dame  sends  her  respects. 

Yours  in  faith  and  hope, 

W,  H.  S.  S. 
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cxcvi. 

Feb.  4,  1799- 

Well,  and  how  comes  my  clear  brother  on 
now?  Does  the  blessed  work  go  on?  Doth  the 
true  Ii&:ht  shine?  God  shines  into  our  hearts  to 
make  manifest  the  evil  of  our  nature.  The 
more  it  shines,  the  worse  we  see  ourselves.  And 
it  shines  three  ways;  First,  to  discover  our  sins, 
and  to  reprove  us  for  them ;  "  All  things  that 
are  reproved  are  made  manifest  by  the  light; 
for  whatsoever  doth  make  manifest  is  light." 
It  shiiies  into  the  word;  "  We  have  a  sure 
word  of  prophecy,  to  which  you  do  well  to  take 
heed  as  to  a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place,  till  the 
day  dawn,  and  day  star  atise  in  your  hearts.**! 

Thirdly,  it  shines  in  the  face  of  the  Media* 
tor;  God  gives  us  *'  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  himself  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

Fourthly,  That  we  may  sec  what  he  hath 
done  for  us  and  in  us;  "I  will  bring  the  blind 
by  a  way  that  they  know  not,  I  will  make  dark- 
ness light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
straight" 

Fifthly,  It  discovers  more  and  more  the  evil  of 
our  hearts,  and  the  suitableness  and  all-sufiiciency 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  way  to  the  Father. 
The  path  of  the  just  shines  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day. 


Cherish,  my  dear  brother,  every  conception, 
every  discovery  of  1  sinful  self;  every  reproof, 
every  frowrn,  and  every  correction ;  for  reproofs 
of  instruction  are  the  ways  of  life.  If  God  loves 
11$  he  w)U  not  let  us  be  deceived ;  he  will  stir 
'  ns  up,  and  make  us  restless  and  uneasy ;  dis- 
satUfied  and  discontented,  barren  and  niiserabl^, 
that  we  may  feel  our  need  of  the  provision  he 
liath  niade  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus:  nor  will  he 
Suffer  us  to  stop  short  of  the  promised  rest,  nor 
let  us  make  up  our  happiness  in  the  things  of 
,thi5  world;  "Arise,  depart"  (says  God)  "fox 
this  is  not  your  rest,  it  is  polluted,**  And  no 
sijiall  share  of  sharp  exercises  do  we  need,  in 
order  to  strip  us  of  self,  and  to  raise  our  affeo* 
"tlonsabove  the  things  of  this  world;  this  I  know 
by  sorrowful  experitr nee. 

This  severe  winter  tries  me  not  a  little :  but, 
1)lessed  for  ever  be  God,  who  hath  given. us  a 
1)etter  country  in  hope^  and  hath  promised  tp 
bring  us  to  it;  but  our  way  lies  through  this. 
The  next  country  affords  the  prize  for  which 
we  run:  our  life  is  but  a  vapour.  Farewell, 
^race  be  with  thee ! 

Ever  yours  to  serve  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W,  IJ.  S.  S. 


CXCVII. 

pel).  23.  J7gj>- 
MT  SEAR  SROTHf:B, 

Xs^^t;  mu8t  excuse  me,  for  sit  atiil  I  caunot 
i  have  beeo  shut  up  tbrough  a  violent  cold  ever 
since  last  Monday  week;  apd  ever  since  my 
confinement  have  been  at  work.  My  cruse  wiU 
spring,  and  at  times  will  run  over.  The  ovep- 
Swings  used  ta  be  poured  forth  from  Hie  pulpit; 
but,  as  I  cannot  get  there  to  speak^  so  that  I 
may  be  heard^  I  must  now  write,  and  by  that 
means  four  it  oiyt  to  them  th^t  are  abroatf. 
Never,  never  is  the  Lord  Jesus  mere  preotous^ 
aever  does  his  blessed  salvation  appear  so  great, 
flo  sweet,  and  so  invaluable,  as  in  times  of  trou** 
ble^  of  sickness,  and  when  old  age  com^s  on ; 
when  all  the  vanities,  riches,  pleasures,  and  ho<^ 
nours  of  this  world  wither,  and  we  are  con<- 
strained  to  say  of  them  all,  ^*  my  soul  hath  no 
fieMim  in  them/'  Almost  twenty-seven  years 
have  I  known  him  as  my  Loid  and  my  God; 
and  never  has  lie  deceived  me,  disappointed  my 
hopes,  confounded  my  faith,  nor  put  me  to  the 
blush  before  diem  that  hate  me  for  his  name  sake. 
Sorely  tried  me  has,  and  known  my  soul  in  many 
adversities;  but  a  God  at  hand  he  has  always 
been,  and  out  of  Chem  all  he  has  hitherto  deli- 
vered me,  and  will?  I  tri|st,  yet  deliver  me.  The 
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whole  of  pny  religion  begun   with  the  most 
terrible  application  of  our  .  single  text ;  which 
has  so  mightily  grown  and  prevailed  as  to  raise 
my  soul  to  a  lively  hope;  this  hope  for  a  time 
abounded  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  till 
I  was  constrained  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
that  is  to  be  revealed  in  us.    And,  when  the 
aboupdingsof  my  joy  could  not  be  confined^but 
would  rise  up  and  run  over,  I  was  obliged  to 
vent   the  fountain  in  blessing,   praising,  and 
adoring  my  God,  till  an  order  came  from  above, 
ftayiiigy  ^^  Go  thou,  and  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God."    Then  I  soon  saw  the  small  grain  of  musf^ 
tard  seed  put  forth  and  spring  up  in  others,  who 
90on  discovered  an  heartfelt  union  to  me;  and 
I  believe  that  there  are  now  many  hundreds  in 
heaven  above,  and  in  this  world,  who  feel  the 
same  power,  and  whose  souls  rest  in  it,  as  birds 
do  in  a  shrub.     Thus  the  kingdom  of  heaveu, 
which  stands  in  power,  from  such  a  small  seed 
or  beginning,  becomes  a  tree  like  Nebucbad- 
ae^zar's,  wherein  the  doves  of  the  household, 
the  birds  of  Paradise  lodge.     Poor,  miserable, 
Ignorant,  blind  devil  as  I  was,  yet  he  planted 
•me  into  his  dear  Son,  wholly  a  right  seed;  nor 
has  he  suffered  me,  either  by  errors  or  apostasy, 
•to  t»rp  into  fhe  degenerate  plant  of  a  strange 
vine.     And  most  earnest   is    my   soul    after 
others,  while   the  devil,  with  unwearied  dili^ 
•gence,  i^  fgrestalliog  mymirjceti  and  hindering 


my  success;  nevertheless,  my  name  shall  be 
*  Legion '  as  well  as  his. 

Some  time  ago  a  young  lady,  who  had  long 
sat  under  the  word,  came  to  hear  me,  1  sup* 
pose  out  of  curiosity;  however  God  met  her, 
and  in  time  brought  her  out  Soon  after  she 
came  to  my  house;  but,  being  busy,  I  could  not 
we  her.  She  said  she  would  come  again,  but 
before  the  next  Lord^s  day  she  was  dead.  Her 
parents  wrote  me  a  letter  about  the  happy  end 
she  made,  and  one  of  her  brothers  lias  attended 
ever  since.  Thus  you  see  we  obey  the  divine 
command,  which  says  ^  Increase  and  multiplyi 
and  replenish  the  earth.*' 

I  know  that  the  way  to  the  kingdom  lies 
through  evil  report  and  through  good;  by 
honour  and  dislionour;  as  deceivers, '  and  yet 
true;  as  ivnknown,  and'  yet  well  known; 
chastened,  but  not  killed;  as  being  poor,  yet 
making  many  rich;  ajs  having  notliing,  yet  pos^ 
messing  all  things.  Tender  my  love  to  Mary^ 
^nd  believe  me  to  be,  in  faith  and  affection, 

Yours  to  serve  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


M 
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April  15, 1801. 


DIAB  BROTHER  IN  CHfllST, 

* 

Oracb  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  thee,  and  to 
Mary,  through  the  great  undertaking  and. pre* 
valent  intercession  oF  the  Son  of  God.  .     « 

God  seems  to  be  sounding  the  trump  of 
war  almost  throughout  the  world;  lifiiag  up 
standards  and  rumours  of  war  seem  to  be  in 
every  body's  mouth. .  God  tells  us»  when  he 
lifteth  up  the  standard,  Say  ye  that  otir  standi 
ard  is  the  root  of  Jesse,  as  God;  and  a  branch 
that  grew  out  of  his  jroots,  aa  man.  To  tius 
standard  muat  the  Gentiles  seek,  and  his  xest 
shall  ht  glorious.  The :  banner  that  flies  upon 
this  staff  is  the  everlasting  lore  of  God.  O  t  the 
delights,  the  depths,  the  length  and  breadth  of  iti 
^ere  the  young  recruits  must  assemble  themi- 
;ielve8  when  they  spend  their  bounty,  money ; 
*'  He  brought  me  into  the  banqueting  house, 
and  his  banner  over  me  was  love/  At  our 
first  enlisting  into  the  heavenly  corps  this  ban- 
ner is  unfurled  and  displayed,  and  the  sweet 
effects  of  it  are  delightfully  enpyed  and  felt 

It  is  the  display  of  this  banner  that  delivers 
God's  beloved  and  elect  from  the  curse  of  the 
law,  and  from  the  accusations  of  Satan  and  con* 
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science.  '*  Thou  1ms t  given  a  banner  to  them 
that  fear  thee,  that  it  may  be  displayed  because 
of  the  truth.  That  thy  beloved  may  be  dc* 
Jiveredi  save  with  thy  right  hand,  and  hear 
me/*  Abiding  by  the  standard  is  cleaving  to 
God  incarnate;  and  cleaving  to  the  banner  is 
believing  the  \ove  that  God  has  to  us  in  Christ; 
and  by  viewing,  abiding^  and  holding  fast  there, 
is  the  only  way  to  overcome  this  world,  and  the 
god  of  it;  for  "  What  shall  separate  ns  from  the 
love  of  Christ?  Shall  persecution,  tribulation,  na- 
Jcedness,  famine,  or  sword?  Nay,  in  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 
bim  that  hath  loved  us." 

The  great  work  of  a  good  soldier  of  Christ 
is  that  of  abiding  hy  the  standard;  and  this 
^ibiding  by  the  standard  is,  according  to  John, 
knowing  and  believing ;  "And  we  have  known 
und  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us,** 
1  John  iv.  l6.  This  is  the  touchstone,  the 
highest  and  the  establishing  act  of  faith;  and 
it  is  difficult  for  a  poor  sensible  sinner  to  be- 
lieve that  God  has  loved  bim  in  Christ  with  an 
everlasting  love,  notwithstanding  all  the  frowns 
^and  chastisements  with  which  God  has  ex* 
ercised  him.  Against  this  banner,  and  this  fclA 
of  it,  the  devil  always  labours. — Can  this  cross, 
thts.frowPi  these  trials,  these  corruptions,  these 
(disappointments  and  chastisements,  stand  with 
the  everlasting  Iwt  %>(  God  to  }X)u?.    And  then 
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he  raises  a  cloud  of  doubts,  musters  lip  a  troop 
of  fears,  spreads  a  dismal  gloom  upon  the  mind, 
and  sets  an  army  of  terrors  against  us,  and  sura* 
mons  carnal  reason,  which  is  as  blind  as  a  bat^ 
and  calls  for  unbelief,  which  is  to  have  faiths  in 
nothing  but  lies :  these  all  agree  together;  then 
the  poor  creature  begins  to  fret ;  and  that  which 
winds  it  up  is,  Satan  telling  us  that  all  this  is 
the  anger  of  God  against  us ;  until  God  comes 
and  disproves  the  lie,  and  brings  both  us  and  his 
work  forth  to  the  light  again. 

Abide  by  the  standard,  Thomas ;  God  never 
loved  any  child  in  this  world  as  he  loved  his 
holy  child  Jesus ;  and  sure  I  am  that  no  child 
of  God  ever  suifered  like  him.  He  arraigned 
him,  condemned  him,  cursed  him,  poured  all  his 
wrath  upon  him,  drew  his  sword  against  him^ 
and  cut  him  off.  He  was  chastised,  he  was 
stricken,  that  we  might  be  healed.  It  pleased 
the  Lord  to  bruise  him ;  he  hid  his  face  from 
him  in  the  worst  of  all  his  conflicts.  Let  the  de- 
vil deny  this  if  he  can,  and  prove  that  God  did 
not  love  him  all  this  time.  This  argument, 
Thomas,  will  baffle  the  devil  himself,  and  make 
him  sculk  off  like  a  dog  that  has  burnt  his 
tail. 

Take  one  hint  more.  When  God  shews  us 
our  utter  unworthiness,  we  being  brought  to 
loathe  ourselves  in  our  own  sight,  Satan  will 
often  tempt  us  to  believe  that  we  are  as  loatb» 
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some  in  GocVs  sight  as  we  are  in  our  ovrn.  But 
we  are  not  to  let  our  self-abasement  run  away 
with  all  the  comforts  of  faith.  If  we  do,  we 
shall  think  that  God  is  displeased  both  with  us 
and  with  all  our  obedience :  but  God  views  us 
complete  in  Christ,  and  loved  us  before  the 
>world  was,  and  preserved  us  in  him,  and  calls 
us  his' delight,  his  jewels,  bis  peculiar  treasure, 
his  wife,  his  <  daughter,  and  his  children ;  and 
takes  a  pleasure  in  all  that  hope  in  his  mercy; 
yeai  *^  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight  i'* 
he  declares  that  our  voice  is  sweet,  our  counte* 
nance  comely,  and  that  we  are  for  a  crown  of 
glory  and  a  diadem  of  beauty  in  the  hand  of 
our  God.  He  calls  usi  his  portion,  his  inherit- 
ance,, the  apple  of  .his  eye,  the  joy  of  his  hearty 
and. the  darling  of  his  soul ;  and  what  God  says 
is  ti^ue,  hearty,  and  sincere,  and  shall  never  pass 
away,  or  come  to  nought;  and  all  the  love^ 
comfort,  peace,  and  heavenly  smiles,  revivings 
^nd  refreshings,  that  we  have  felt,  are  infallible 
proofs  of  it 

Beloved,  adieu ! 

.    Ever  yours  in  him, 

W,H.  S.S. 


so 


CXCIX. 

Dee.  1I4  1801. 
Bear  Brotfier  in  Christ, 

0£TT£&  is  he  that  is  despised  and  hatlr  t 
servant,  thaa  he  that  bonoureth  btmseif  smd 
lacketh  bread/'  Pror.  KiL  9*  Despised  evef^ 
one  must  be  that  hath  a  servant.  Christ  took 
on.  him  the  fmm  of  a  servant,  ^'fiehold-my 
servant,  whom  {  uphold  V*  He  was  born  under 
the  law;  and  alt  that  are  under  the  law  are  sei^- 
vants.  Thirty  pieces  of  silver.  \\*as  the  price  of 
a  bond  servant  that  bad  been  gored  to  death  fay 
the  horns  of  a  beast,  Exod.  xxi.  33.  Fat  bulls 
of  Bashan,  and  the  horns,  of  unicorns,  go|*ed  the 
Saviour;  read  Psalm  xxii:  and  his  price  was 
thirty  pieces  of  silver.  But  what  is  most  strange 
is^  tlmt  he.  is  qur.  sen*a.n  t :  '*  Thou  hast  made  mt 
to  serve  with  thy  sins,  thou  hast  wearied  me 
with  thine  iniquities."  Yea^.  take  it  iroju  his 
own  moujh :.  "I  came  AOt  to  be  ministered 
unto,  but  to  minister.  Which  is  greater,  he  that 
serveth,  or  be  that  sitteth  at  meat?  is  not  he 
that  sitteth  at  meat?  But  I  am  among  you  as 
he  that  serveth."  And  what  is  the  work  of  a 
servant?  nothing  meaner  than  to  wash  the  feet; 
and  he  washes  us  all,  or  we  should  never  be 
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clean*  Anid  who  cooked  the  cakes  for  Elijah? 
the  Angel  of  the  covenant ;  the  same  that  baked 
the  bread  and  broiled  the  fish  at  the  sea  of  Ti- 
berias, and  thslt  provided  every  morning  and 
ei^ening.  that  which  the  ravens  cariied  in  the 
days  of  cM.  And  what  says  the  Lord  to  this? 
^  I  Dtras  as  one  that  drew  them  with  the  cords 
of  love ;  and  I  took  the  yoke  (of  unbelief)  from 
their  jaws,  and  laid  meat  before  them*"  And  is 
it  not  Wisdom  that  kills  her  beasts,  mingles  liec 
wi&e,  and  spreads  her  table?  Yea;,  "and  he  puts 
en  oor  clotiies  too.  -^'The  Lord  hath  clothed 
me  widi  the  garmients  of  salvation^"  says  Ziou, 
^  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righte** 
ottsness,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himself  with 
ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adorns  herself  with 
jewels:"  yea,. he  puts  the  robe  on  our  back,  the 
ring  on.  our  hand,  and  the  shoes  on  our  feetu 
Nor  will  this  service  be  finished  till  the  last 
day:  '^Blessed  are  those  servants  whom^  when 
their  Loni  cometib,  be  shall  find  watching :  ve>^ 
rily  I  say  unto  yoU)  that  he  shall  gird  himself; 
and  make  them  sit  down  to  meat,  and  come  foartii 
and  serve  them,^'  Lake  xii.  37. 

Now  he  that  is  despised,  and.  hath  this'  ser^* 
vant^  is  better  tlian  the  Pharisees  tihat  hare 
honour,  and  lack  the  bread  of  eternal  life« 
'^  Gome,  ebt  <>f  my  bread,"  says  Wisdom,  "  and 
drink  of  the  winie  which.I  have  mingled  J'  *Ayej 
bttt,' 'says  my  brother,  *  how  are  we  to  get  this 
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bread?'  Take  another  proverb,  and  that  wilt 
tell  thee:  **  Love  not  sleep,  lest  thou  conie  to 
poverty;  open  thine  eyes,  and  thou  shalt  be  sa^ 
tisfied  with  bread,"  Provi  xx,  13.  This  cannot 
be  taken  literally;  for  loving'  sleep  will  not 
bring  a  rich  man  to  poverty,  nor  will  opening 
tbe  eyes  fill  a  hungry  man  with  bread.  Soul 
sleep  is  what  is  meant,  when  the  eyes  of  the 
nhderstariding  are  closed,  and  the  heart  is  asleep 
in  carnal  security.  Paul  says,  "  Awake,  thou 
that  sleepest,  and  Christ  shallgive  thee  light" 
Now  he  that  loves  his  sleep  hates  to  be  dis- 
turbed either  by  conscience,  by  judgments  that 
are  abroad  iii  the  earth,  or  by  the  ministry  of 
the  word.  These  love  sleep,  but  hate  the  light ; 
nor  will  they  come  to.it,  but  shut  their  eyes 
against  it,^as  the  rich  man  did,  till  in  hell  he 
lift  up  his  eyes,  and  fell  a  begging  for  water, 
being  come  to  the  worst  sort  of  poverty.  "  Open 
thine  eyes,  and  thou  shalt  be  satisfied  with 
bread/*  Come  to  the  light,  expose  thy  life  and 
conscience  to  it,  and  receive  every  conviction 
and  reproof  that  the  word  of  God  gives ;  for 
such  do  the  truth,  and  come  to  the  light,  that 
their  deedi  may  be  made  manifest.  Opening 
the  eyes  is  the  first  work,  as  it  appears  by  what 
follows:  "  Paul,  I  send  thee  to  open  blind  eyes, 
and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,  that  they  may 
receive  aa  inheritance  among  them  that  are 
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ikibtifi€d.by.faitii:thatis  i&'ine.''  Now  are  not 
such  souls  satisfied  with  bread? 

.  Brother,  God  •  bless  you !    My  kind  lov^  to 
si^tefMary.    Accept  the  same  from 

Your  willing  servant, 

♦   W  •  xx«    1j«  &• 


.  I 
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Ee)).  23,  18C0. 


AiY  DEAR  SISTfilt, 

•  -  * 

I  HAVB  long,  wished  for  an  dpportunity  of  ac- 
]t^Q^vledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter;  but  have 
been  repeatedly  hindered  by  solicitations  to  pub* 
lish  this  and  that. ;  But  my  neck  is  now  out  of 
the  yoke^  and  I  am  confined  with  a  bad  cold/ 
£yery  shake. of  the  old  tabernacle  Weakens  the 
pins  and  cords,  and  makes  me  think  of  a  rout, 
and  look  for  a  pension.  Tire  apparent  gloomy 
and  dismal  prospects  of  the  present  times  con« 
tribute  not' a  little  towards  crucifying  us  to  this 
^Iforld,  and  this  world  to  us.  But  in  our  Father's 
house  are  many  mansions;  one  of  peace,  an-, 
other  of. rest,  another  of  life,  another  of  endless 
pleasure,  another  of  light,  and  another  of  love, 
and  of  joy;  all  of  which  shall  be  enjoyed  when 
we  shall  be  unclothed  of  this  mortality,  and. 
c^Qthod  upon  with  our  house  which  is  above ; ; 

VOL.  ir.  D 


when  immortality  ahall  be  put  on,  and  we  Bliall 
be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 

'  God  is  our  dwelling  place  now ;  and  the  en- 
joyment of  his  glorious  perfections  are,  and  will 
be,  our  glorious  mansions  hereafter>  Christ  be- 
ing gone  to  prepare  them  for  us.  His  resur- 
rection is  for  our  justification;  his  ascension 
opens  the  wayj  his  atonement  blots  out  our 
sins ;  his  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  make 
us  meet;  his  appearance  in  the  presence  of  God 
is  for  us,  and  to  take  possession  on  our  behalf; 
his  intercession  is  to  bring  us  to  a  familiarity  and 
correspondence  with  God  beforehand ;  and, when 
these  things  are  done  for  every  one  that  is  to 
come,  then  will  he  appear  the  second  time,  and 
he  will  come  and  receive  us  to  himself,  that 
where  he  is  there  we  may  be  also :  and  whither 
he  is-  gone  we  know,  and  the  way  we  know. 
And,  bless  his  righteous  majesty!  he  hath  ren€ 
the  heavens  and  come  down,  and  his  presence 
hath  removed  all  the  mounts  of  obstruction 
that  were  in  our  way^  Isaiah  Ixiv.  1: ;  so  that 
the  heavens  are  not  iron  over  our  heads,  nor 
the  earth  brass  under  our  feet.  Our  prayers 
have  ascended  and  gone  through,  and  many 
conspicuous  returns  thereto  have  come  down 
to  us. 

We  have  often  ascended  upon  Jacobus  )a4« 
der ;  and  many  messengers,  or  messages  at  leasts 
have  been  sent  to  us,  which  our  souk  kn<nr 
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tight  well.  He  has  admitted  our  thoughts  into 
his  presence,  when  his  comfgrts  have  delighted 
our  souls:  he  has  admitted  our  confidence  to 
lay  hold  of  Jesus,  not  only  as  hanging  on  the 
cross  for  pardon,  but  as  glorified ;  which  "  faitl; 
is  the  confidence  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen :"  he  has  admitted 
our  hopes  within  the  vail,  and  our  love  to  his 
own  right  hand ;  and  where  our  hearts  are,  there 
is  our  treasure.  Our  conversation  has  been 
given  up  to  invisible  realities;  it  has  long  been 
in  heaven ;  from  whence  we  look  for  the  second 
appearance  of  the  blessed  hope,  the  great  God 
and  our  Savioui'  Jesus  Christ.  Faith  brings  dis- 
tant things  near,  realizes  to  the  soul  all  promised 
good,  and  is  attended  with  an  inward  witness 
of  the  reality  and  certainty  of  things  in  hope ; 
which  witness  is  the  pledge,  the  earnest,  the 
foretaste,  and  first  fruits,  of  the  glorious  harvest 
which  shall  be  reaped  by  us. 

When  the  angels  shall  reap  or  gather  us  from 
among  the  tares,  then  he  that  sowed  and  they 
that  reaped  shall  botl;  rejoice  together.  Thea 
shall  the  husbandman  rejoice  to  sec  his  harvest- 
home,  and  the  labourers  shall  eternally  rejoice 
in  their  hire,  and  in  their  wonderful  employer. 
Then  shall  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  the  Lamb's 
bride,  with  her  pearly  bases  and  brilliant  gates, 
shine  in  the  countenance  of  a  reconciled  God 
for  ever  and  ever.    All  the  borders  of  that  hea- 
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when  immortality  ahall  be  put  on,  and  we  Bhidl 
be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 

'  God  13  our  dwelling  place  now ;  and  the  en* 
joyment  of  his  glorious  perfections  are,  and  will 
be,  our  glorious  mansions  hereafter,  Christ  be- 
ing gone  to  prepare  them  for  us.  His  resur- 
rection is  for  our  justification;  his  ascension 
opens  the  way^  his  atonement  blots  out  our 
sins ;  his  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  make 
us  meet;  his  appearan(;e  in  the  presence  of  God 
is  for  us,  and  to  take  possession  on  our  behalf; 
his  intercession  is  to  bring  us  to  a  familiarity  and 
correspondence  with  God  beforehand ;  and, when 
these  things  are  done  for  every  one  that  is  to 
come,  then  will  he  appear  the  second  time,  and 
he  will  come  and  receive  us  to  himself,  that 
where  he  is  there  we  may  be  also :  and  whither 
he  is^  gone  we  know,  and  the  way  we  know. 
And,  bless  his  righteous  majesty!  he  hath  rent 
the  heavens  and  come  down,  and  his  presence: 
hath  removed  all  the  mounts  of  obstruction 
that  were  in  our  way^  Isaiah  Ixiv.  t ;  so  that 
the  heavens  are  not  iron  over  our  heads,  nor 
the  earth  brass  under  our  f^et  Our  prayers 
have  ascended  and  gone  through,  and  many 
conspicuous  returns  thereto  have  come  down 
to  us. 

We  have  often  ascended  upon  Jacobus  J»if- 
der ;  and  many  messengers,  or  messages  at  leaart^ 
have  been  sent  to  us,  which  our  souk  kn<nr 
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clean.  Aiui  who  cooked  the  cakes  for  Elijah? 
the  Angel  of  the  covenant ;  the  same  that  baked 
the  bnead  and  broiled  the  fish  at  the  sea  of  Th 
berias,  and  thslt  provided  every  morning  and 
evening,  that  which  the  ravens  carried  in  the 
days  of  old.  And  Mrhat  says  the  Lord  to  this? 
^  I  iltras  as  one  that  drew  them  with  the  cords 
of  love ;  and  I  took  the  yoke  (of  unbelief)  from 
their  jaws,  and  laid  meat  before  them."  And  is 
it  not  Wisdom  that  kills  her  beasts,  mingles  hec 
wiuei  and  spreads  her  table?  Yea; /and  he  puts 
en  oor  clothes  too.  -^^The  Lord  hath  clothed 
me  mtlx  the  garmients  of  salvation/'  says  Zk)n^ 
**  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righte^ 
ottsness,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himself  with 
ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adorns  herself  with 
jewels:'*  yea,  he  puts  the  robe  on  our  back,  the 
ring  on.  our  hand,  and  the  shoes  on  our  feet* 
Nor  will  this  service  be  finished  till  the  last 
day:  '^ Blessed  are  those  servants  whom^  when 
their  Lord  cometfa,  be  shall  find  watching :  re^ 
rily  X  ^y  unto  you,  that  he  shall  gird  himself; 
and  ntake  them  sit  down  to  meat,  and  come  foacth 
and  serve  them,?'  Lake  xii.  37. 

Now  he  that  is  despised,  and  hath  this'  ser^ 
vant^  is  better  tlian  the  Phainsees  that  hare 
honour,  and  lack  the  bread  of  eternal  life* 
•^  Gome,  ett  ^f  my  bread,"  says  Wisdom,  **  Sad 
drink  of  the  winie  which  I  have  min^edJ'  *Ayej 
bttt,*  says  my  brother,  *  how  are  we  to  get  this 
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venly  country  shall  appear  as  pleasant  stones, 
as  they  appear  now  to  them  that  are  taught  of 
God,  Isaiah  liv.  11,  12.  Till  this  wonderful 
vision  open,  till  this  mysterious  scene  be  dis- 
played,  we  must  walk  the  chequered  path  by 
faith,  for  at  the  end  of  faith  even  this  vision 
will  speak. 

Tender  my  love  to  your  partner.  Grace  and 
peace  be  with  you  both  :.  so  prays 

Ypurs  in  Christ, 

W.  RS.S. 


CCI. 

Sept.  15,  1800. 

Dearly  beloved  in  Christ, 

I  HAVE  had  some  hard  labour  lately  in  wading 
through  these  hot  evenings,  which  have  almost 
melted  me  in  the  .pulpit,  and  brought  on  a  bi- 
lious  complaint,  under  which  I  have  been  not 
a  little  exercised.  But,  thanks  be  to  my  God, 
I  am  getting  better;  and,  Jiaving  now  a  few 
overflowings  in  my  cup,  and  having  sat  up  all 
night  to  write  a  few  letters,  I  must  visit  the 
old  mountain,  to  inquire  how  you  do.  For  our 
part,  we  have  had  a  great  many  sick,  and  pro- 
digious numbers  have  died  in  town.  But  we 
must  die  daily;  and  the  unwearied  struggles  of 
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rebellious  nature  are  a  sad  death  to  our  short- 
lived  cofnfortS.  Was  I  once  free  from  this  in- 
bred enemy^  and  coujd  but  always  resign. ana 
submit   to*  the  best  of  fathers,  who  does  all 

•  '  r 

jhihgs  well;  tranquillity  arid  peace  would  be  my 
daily  and  sweet  repast:  but  this  enemy  is  oiie 
of  my  own  house ;  and,'  when  mprtified  through 
the  Sphit  in  one  branch  of  his  operations^  he 
breaks  out  in  another,  and  is  never  so,  busy  as 

*  *  *  7,      .         *        -      ' 

Vhen  I  aril  goiiig  to  engage  in  some  religious 
exercise ;  ^'  When  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  pre- 
tknt  with  me."  If  I  decree  a.  thing,  it  }s  not 
established;  my  purposes  are  broken. off,  eyeji^ 
the  thoughts  of  my  heart.  He  demolishes'  all 
iriy  plans  of  operation,  mar^  my  counsels,  and 
picks  up  a  hundred  disagree^^ble  things  in  ihe 
empire  of  providence,'  and  in  the  kingdom  of 
grace ;  in  order  to  get  me  to  cavil  at  my  Maker, 
in  order  to  transport  hie  under  his  frowns,  or 
to  betray  me  into  a  spirit  of  legal  bondage! 
Unbelief  is  always  accompanied  with  self-will  j 
it  puts  far  away  all  good,  and  will  1)elie  the 
brightest  evidences,  only  for  contention-sake, 
and  to  encourage  murmuring.  But  Truth  hatli 
said,  "  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh  ;'* 
and  our  native  enmity  is  what  comes  into  this 
"World  with  us  by  natural  generation ;  and  this 
enmity  to  God  is  attended  with  a  love  to  evil ; 
vrhich  carnal  part  often  calls  upon  us  for  grati- 
fication ;  hence  comes  the  daily  cross,  a  denying 


of  one's  self  daily.  But  pur  old  man  is  crucified 
with  hjm,  th'it  the  whole  body  of  sin  might  be 
destroyed. 

'  Sin  was  condemned  in  Christ'^  flesh  >  and, 
Vhen  the  sentence  of  condemnation  was  passed 
upon  him,  that  sentence  was  executed,  ana 
T^rist  gathered  up  his  discharge  at  his  resur^ 
rcction;  arid,  haying  suffered  t^e  law  in  him^ 
V^  I  am  crucified  with  Christ/')  we  were  dis- 
charged  and  made  tree,  in  and  by  the  Surety; 
iience^^  we  are  complete  in  him,'^'  and  *Witbj 
out  £a\\lt before  the  throne;"  without  fault  in 
the  Representative,  and  without  a  debt  in  the 
urety;  having  redemption  in  the  Redeemer, 
pardon  in  the  f9untain  opened,  justification  Jij 
Hs  obedience,  and  sanctification  by  his  blood 
and  Holy  Spirit; :  hence  it  is  that  we  ^rcj  com- 
plete in  him,  as  surety  and  debtor  ar^  one,  and 
as  husband  and  wifip  are  on?.  God  madp  us  sq; 
for  "  he  that  sanctifieth  ^nd  they  that  are  sanc^ 
tified  are  both  of  one.**  He  by  his  incarnation 
became  fl^h  of  our  flesh  j  apd  we  by  regipnera-? 
tion  one  Spirit  with  him.  Looking  here,  my 
dear  sister,  affords^  hQpe  and  peace  j  but  in  no 
pther  object,  nor  in  any  oth^r  sense,  can  the 
believer  lift  up  his  head  with  joy;  for  in  him- 
self, that  is,  in  the  fleshj  "  dwelleth  no  good 
thing  :'*  and,  as  for  the  laWjj  it  is  s.o  holy,  just,, 
and  good,  that  it  will  make  no  allowance  for 
the  old  man  of  sin :  hence  it  is  that  legal  terrors 
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80  often  get  bold  of  us,  to  make  us  sick  of  every 
refuge  but  the  strong  hold :  hence  the  kind  de** 
claration  and  advice,  '^  By  the  blood  of  the  co« 
venant  1  have  sent  forth  the  prisoners  out  of 
the  pit,  wherein  there  is  no  water :  fly  to  your 
strong  hold,  ye  prisoners  of  hope/' 

Tender  my  kind  respects  to  your  spdtise,  if 
be  is  at  home.  Dear  sister,  adieu !  Grace  and 
peace  be  with  thee>  through  Jesus  Christ. 

So  prays  thine  in  the  Lord, 

W.H.  S.S. 


ccn. 

Nov.  23,  isba 

I  THANK  my  dear  sister  for  her  epistle^  I  have 
been  busy  of  late ;  atid  \^hat  I  have  been  about 
in  the  dark  will  by  and  by  be  made  known  and 
come  abroad ;  my  thoughts  in  secret  you  may 
proclaim  ere  long  upon  the  house  top.  My 
poor  sister  complains  of  her  old  man.  The  old 
man  is  very  well  in  his  own  place ;  God  suffers 
him  to  dwell  there,  and  that  for  wise  ends.  The 
way  of  a  fool  is  to  trust  in  his  own  heart,  and 
the  old  man  is  stationed  there  to  keep  us  from 
acting  that  foors  part :  when  we  would  do  good 
be  is  present  to  find  fault,  that  we  may  watch 


40 

and  d3cainm«  ivhether  we  do  right  His^bud^ 
cess  is  to  binder  us,:  that  yte  may  call  for  help; 
to  cavil  at  what  is.  really  right,  tliat  we  may 
try  and  prove  it  to  be  genuine :  he  rails  against 
our  lover,  and  opposes  him,  that  we.  may  lov4 
him  the  more :  "  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God 
after  the  inner  man."  He  plagues  us,  that  we 
may  hate  him  :  "  I  hate  vain  thoughts."  **  Wliai 
I  hate,  that  do  I/'.  He  makes  us  hate  self;  and 
when  we  loathe  ourselves  in  oqr  own  sight  God 
is  pacified  towards  us.  He  makes  us  hate  life ; 
and  "  he  that  hates  his  own  life  in  this  world 
shall  keep  it  to  life  eternal,"  fie  makes  us  look 
to  Christ  when  it  is  such  sad  work  to  look 
within  ;  and  sends  us  with  many  a  sigh,  groan, 
confession,  petition,  bitter  cry,  and  sorrowful 
tear,  to  God.  He  is  among  the  all  things  that 
work  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  having 
driven  us  to  wrestle  with  God  for  many  a  blesi- 
iug,  which  we  haye  obtained.  His  disturbajnc^? 
have  made  us  sue  for  peace,  and  peaceable  fruits 
have  succeeded  his  disquietings. 

Many,  many  labourers  are  employed  about 
the  building  of  merqy;  sind  we  may  call  them 
barrow-men,  for  they  always  work  at  the  dung* 
gate.  The  devil  buftets  Paul  with  thorns,  to 
keep  him  from  pride:  the  old  man  keeps  us 
from  being  Pharisees ;  the  malice  of  hypocrites 
makes  us  prize  the  power  of  godliness,  and  ad- 
mire discriminating  grace;  whilst  the  envious 
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#t>rWltog,  %1I6  watches  for  bm  halting,  leeps 
us  on  ottr  guard.  And  it  hai  often  been  a 
tnatter  of  "vrotider  to  me  that  God  should  em- 
ploy somiatdy  thousands  of  corruptJbrisi  devils^ 
hypocrites  and  scorners/.  about  my  poof'taber- 
nacle,  only- to  feecp  me  dii^  my  Watch  tower,  and 
to  teach  me  circumspection.  But  God  knowi 
that  so  it  is.     The  Lord  lovis'his  own  fjpouse, 

■ 

and  loves' -to-  se^  her  foUbw 'aftier,  abide  'byv 
arid  cleave  to  hiin ;  and,  that  ishe  may  do-  so; 
he  not  oflly  allures  her  to  fei^  cAvh  Way,  biit 
he  hedges  up  every  other  with  thorns,  so  that 
&he  shall  not  follw''  ifter  hei^^ife  Tdv'eris;  if  she 
does,  she  pierces  herself  through  wi4?fi  many 
sorrows.  - 

This  hedging  up  of  the  way  is  a  great  bless- 
ing to  us.  The  devil  himseTf  complained,  in  the 
case  of  Job,  that  God  set  an  hedge  about  him, 
and  blessed  the  work  of  bis  hands,  &c.  taul 
was  Jik^  to  be  exalted  above  measure  when  the 
thorns  pricUcd  him.  The,  old  serpent  alv/ays 
lies  close  against  this  hedge,  to  see  if  any  be- 
longing to  the  Lord  come- on  his  side-  of  it'j  if 
they  do,  he  is  sure  to  have  them.  "He  that 
breaketh  an  hedge,  a. serpent  shall  bite  him/* 
Eccl.  X.  8. 

All  these  drudges,  that  labour  in  the  ken- 
nds,  and  at  the  wheel-barrow  and  dung-carts, 
are  kept  in  being  for  this  very  work;  "all 
things  are- for  the  elect's  sake/'  'And,  when  God 
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has  performed  bit  whole  wejrk;  qHl  mount  Ziif9» 
then  we  shaU  (»ee  no  more  hod-men,  dust-moD^ 
night*men»  nor  scullions;  and  then,  shall  be 
brought  to  pass  this^  paying,  '^  Though  ye  have 
l^n  .among  the  pptSt,  ye  shall  be  93  the  wingi 
of  a  dove,  covere4  with  silver^  a;nd  her  feathers 
with  yellow  gold."  God  will  then  scatter  all 
these  kings,  domweering  corruptions,  and  itn^ 
feifnal  princes,  together  with  the  reign  of  death 
^X^l  the  grave ;  and,  when  he  scatters  these 
jciqgs  ill  it,  it  >haU  be  white  a»  the  snow  io 

Tender  my  kinii  loye ,  l^o  y out  spouse.    Go4 
^cssypu! 

W.  H.  S-  S. 


'  CCIIL 

« 

Dec«  S,  ISOa 
HT  DEAR  SXST£R> 

i  T0ANK  you.  f0r  the  favour  of  yours;  and 
should,  have  answered  it  before  this  time,  had 
i  not  been  engaged  in  preparing  a  few  mate« 
rials  for  the  edification  of  that  famous  building 
called  the  heavenly  Jerusalem ;  upon  the  walls 
of  which  I  have  carried  the  hod,  and  endured 
the  scorning  of  Sanballat,  twenty-seven  years* 
At  this  work  my  poor  shoulders  have  been 
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often  raw^  and  healed  again.  Abraham  sought 
a  city  th^t  had  foundations ;  and  "  God  is  not 
ashamed  to  be  called  our  God,  for  he  bath  pf^ 
pared  for  us  a  city."  But  how  few  know  tbi^ 
mystery!  Solomon  says,  "Tl^  labour  of  tbfs 
foolish  wearieth  every  one  of  them,  bjecs^use  h^ 
knowetfa  not  how  to  go  to  the  city.**  WiH  you 
have  the  platform?  Take  it  then: — ^Abraham 
had  two  sons — elect  and  reprobate ;  the  one  by 
a  bond  maid,  the  other  by  a  free  woman :  thesf 
two  are  figures,  for  these  are  the  two  C0VC7 
uants ;  Sarah  stands  for  the  covenant  of  grace ; 
and  that  covenant  is  **  tiie  heavenly  Jerusalejn 
above,  who  is  the  mother  of  us  all."  This  is 
Iphrist'^  covenant  of  wedlock,  in  which  the  great 
King  made  a  marriage  for  his  Son;  and.hir 
espouses  ua  in  mercy,  and  brings  us  into  the 

«  I  » 

bond  of  it^  and  we  are  bound  up  with  the 
Lord  10  the  bundle  of  life.  The  good  will  of 
God  in  the  promises  is  Zion's  womb,  where  all 
her  children  lie ;  ^*  We,  as  Isaac  was,  are  heirs 
of  promise/'  The  Spirit  attending  and  apply- 
ing the  word,  are  Zion's  breasts,  which  af- 
ford that  sincere  milk  that  little  ones  are  so 
fond  oi^ 

The  twelve  apostlfes  first  trusted  in  Christ, 
and  therefore  have  their  names  lowest  in  the 
twelve  foundations.  Christ  is  the  ba3is,  the 
tried  stone,  and  sure  foundation ;  and  he  is  t<> 

« 

the  coining  soul  a  living  stone ;  '^  to  whom 
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coming,  as  to  a  living  stone :"  and  every  soul 
united  to  him  is  called  a  lively  stone,  cemented 
"to 'the  foundation  in  love;  and,  by  the  means 
of  prayer  and  hearing  the  word,  reading  and 
meditating,  he  communicates  life  to  all  the  ma^ 
terials  in  mercy's-  fabric,  and  keeps  the  whole 
bdilding  in  motion,  and  growing  up.  Now  and 
then  there  are  lets  and  hinderances,  that  we 
may  know  it  is  not  by  an  arm  of  flesh,  or  by 
human  lawi  and  authority,  "  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  And  this  building  is 
to  go'  on  "till  the  last  chosen  vessel  appears.' 
Adam  seems  to  have  been  the  first;  God  only 
knbw^  who  will 'be  the  fast;  but,^  as  soon  as  he 
appears 'and  is  dalled,  -  **^  the  t6p'St6ne  will  b6 
brought  forth  ^ith  shoutings,-  crying, 'Grace; 
grace,  unto  it;"  grace*  in  the  foiinditron,'  and 

grace  lu'aH  the  building;  saving-gracfe  irt  tiniej 

,  .  ...  •  • 

afid  glorifying  grace  in  eternity :  the  first  is  the 
pledge  atid  earnest  of  the  other;  secured  to  us  in 
hope ;  "Out  of  his  fulness  have  all  we  received,- 
and  grace  for  grace."  '* 

■  '  This,  Mary,  is  the  city :  love  is  the  first  bond 
or  cord  that  binds  it;  salvation  its  walls  and 
bulwarks;  and  the  gate  of  righteousness,  the 
gate  of  life,  and  the  door  of  hope,  are  the  en- 
trances, which  are  on  the  east,  west,  north  and 
south  sides,  that  many  may  come  from  the  four 
points,  and  sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob.     And,  v/hen  this  covenant  is  Jiill,  and  its 
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number  cQtnplctei  then  ccrnies  the  maniage  of 
the  Lamb;  when  the  Bridegroom  shall  appea^ 
ia  all  his  ornaments,  and  thehride  in  her  jewels; 
the  Bridegroom  with  all  his  friends,  the  angels,^ 
from  the  highest  heavens;  and  the  bride  shall 
go  forth  from  the  house  appointed  for  all  living; 
and  the  virgins,  her  companions,  that  shall  fol-, 
low  her,  shall  come  with  her  as  her  bride  maids; 
"  with  joy  and  rejoicing  shall  they  be  brought, 
and  shall  enter  into  the  King's  palace;"  and  at 
last,  like  Bathsheba  on  the  right  hand  of  Solo- 
mon, she  shall  stand  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
King  in  gold  of  Ophir. 
Mary,  God  bless  you ! 

W.H.  S.S. 


CCIV. 


Sept.  8,  1801. 


Dearlj  belored  in  the  Lord, 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  better  of  your 
lameness,  though  I  know  it  is  the  lame  that 
take  the  prey.  How  many  disorders  and  diseases, 
afflictions  and  infirmities,  losses  and  crosses,  do 
we  poor  sinners  need,  in  order  to  empty  us  from 
vessel  to  vessel,  that  we  may  not  settle. upon. 
our.  lees:  yet  how  unwearied  are  we  after  this 
settling;  a,fter  a  downy  pillow,  a  mossy 'p^h,: 
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undisturbied  rest,  and  unmolested  security  1  A 
state  that  is  attended  with  no  changes,  days 
without  crosses  or  self  denials,  have  I  been 
seeking  after  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  ana 
just  as  likely  now  to  obtain  my  wishes  as  when 
I  first  set  out  That  God  should  repeatedljr 
manifest  his  choice  of  us  in  the  furnace;  that 
weals  in  our  backs  should  be  the  process  of  his 
love;  that  a  skin  covered  over  with  leprosy 
should  be  a  true  sign  of  inward  purity;  that  no. 
sauce  but  bitter  herbs  to  every  sweet  morsel, 
no  life  but  in  afflictions,  no  health  but  in  purg- 
ing draughts,  should  be  administered — these* 
things  are  so  galling  and  mortifying  to  me,  that 
at  times  I  have  but  one  picture  and  precedent  in 
all  the  Bible,  and  that  is  "a  wild  bull  in  a  net." 

But  the  time  is  short:  our  light  afflictions 
are  but  for  a  moment,  when  compared  with 
endless  misery;  and  there  is  an  eternal  weight 
of  glory  before  us,  which  our  afflictions  must 
work  out,  for  none  but  the  afflicted  shall  share 
in  it.  It  is  a  rest  for  the  weary,  peace  for  the 
bitter  in  soul,  a  crown  for  warriors,  a  prize  for 
runners,  and  a  weight  of  glory  for  sufferers ; 
while  those  who  are  at  ease,  and  in  natural 
peace,  will  fail  of  it;  therefore  hold  out,  faith 
and  patience,  for  surely  there  is  an  end,  and  our 
expectations  shall  not  be  cut  off. 

Tender  my  love  to  your  spouse.  Excuse 
baste,  for  I  must  sow  light  for  the  righteous, 
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though  I  zm  often  stone  blind  myself.  God 
bless  thee  and  thine.  So  prays,  dear  sister;  yours 
in  him, 


CCV. 

Oct.  19, 1801. 

I  AM  up  by  times  this  morning  to  pay  the  poor 
old  creatures  a  visit  on  the  mountains,  in  hopes 
of  hearing  of  their  welfare.  We  have  nothing 
on  foot  in  this  metropolis  but  peace ;  and  what 
can  be  a  greater  blessing  than  peace  ?  True;  but 
the  best  peace  is  engaged  in  a  continual  warfare; 
^  In  this  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation,  but  in 
me  ye  shall  have  peace/'  But  we  are  all  rebels ; 
and  rebels  are  wretches  who  take  up  arms,  and 
wage  impious  war  with  their  sovereign.  This 
provokes  the  most  sacred  Majesty  of  heaven  to 
draw  his  sword,  and  declare  war  with  all  rebels. 
This  sword,  turning  every  way,  dammed  up 
the  channel  of  mercy;  and,  as  mercy  was  pent 
up,  pardon  could  not  be  proclaimed;  and  no 
pardon,  no  life :  this  sword,  therefore,  guarded 
the  tree  of  life,  and  the  ministration  of  death 
called  for  the  sword  of  justice  to  cut  down  the 
rebels.  The  rebels,  knowing  this,  got  more  des* 
perate,  till  their  souls  were  filled  with  enmity 
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^gaint  their  King,  and  alienated  from  the  life  6f 
bim  who  was  in  the  tree.  This  incensed  ju)s* 
tice:  whilst  violated  precepts  on  the  one  hand, 
and  carfial  enmity  and  perpetual  trangression 
on  the  other,  fixed  the  gulf,  and  made  the  breach 
infinite. 

But-^Oh,  stupendous  mercy ! — the  eternal 
Son  of  the  eternal  God  joined  the  woman's 
seed  with  bis  own  divine  majesty!  and  so  God 
and  man,  heaven  and  earth,  met  together  once 
mor^  in  this  hdad  stone  of  the  corner.  And  here 
the  whole  family  of  heaven  and  earth,  elect  an- 
gels and  elect  tiien,  met  in  a  new  head.  We 
found  a  second  Adam,  and  the  principalities  and 
powers  found  anew  head  of  confirmation;  botb 
obtained  in  him,  by  whom  the  whole  family  of 
heaVen  and  earth  are  named :  their  name  is  '^  elect- 
angels,"  ours  "  the  sons  of  God  by  adoption." 

To  bring  these  two  families  together,  and* 
both  to  an  eternal  standing  in  the  favour  of  God, 
was  the  grand  work;— and  here  he  ,took  our 
enmity,  our  old  man,  and  all  our  actual  trans-, 
gressions  on  himself;  and  God's  wrath,  the  law' 
and  its  curse,  and  all  that  justice  demanded,  on< 
the  other.     Then  "  Awake,  O  sword,  against 
my  shepherd ;  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts:  smite  the  shepherd,  and  the  sheep 
shall  be  scattered;  and  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upr 
on  the  little  ones."  Here  our  Samson  bowed  with : 
all  his  might,  and  threw  down  the  two  columns,. 
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sin  and  death;  while  Satan,  who  used  to  ease  him- 
self>  and  lighten  his  own  burden,  by  infusing  his 
sin,  wrath,  and  rage,  into  us — this  recoiled  upon 
his  own  infernal  mind,  and  made  him  fly  about 
the  air  like  lightning  falling  from  heaven. 

Thus  our  great  Reconciler  made  peace  by 
the  blood  of  his  cross,  and  by  the  blood  of  the 
covenant  we  come  forth  out  of  the  pit  And 
every  enlargement  of  sinners  is  an  additional 
burden  to  Satan,  so  that  he  walks  through  dry 
places,  seeking  rest  and  finding  none;  for  whea 
he  is  cast  put  of  the  elect  he  comes  down  with 
greater  wrath  upon  the  reprobate;  therefore 
"  Wo  to  the  inhabiters  of  the  earth,  for  the 
devil  is  come  down  to  you  in  great  wrath, ,  be- 
cause he  knoweth  that  he  has  but  a  short  time/' 
^  This,  my  dearly  beloved  friend,  is  the  peace 
which  I.  hope  we  shall  follow;  these  are  wis- 
dom's paths,  and  peace  lies  in  them  all,  there- 
fore seek  peace  and  ensue  it:  this  is  Christ's 
legacy;  "  Peace  I  leave  with  you."  And  it  is 
the  dying  sainf  s  companion;  "  Mark  the  perfect 
man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that 
man  is  peace."  Adieu,  grace  and  peace  be  mul- 
tiplied..  So  prays  your,  companion,  friend,  and 
brother  in  the  Lprd  Jesus^ 

'  W,H.  S.S. 


VOL.  II. 


so 


CCVI. 

JttljT  15,  1803. 

Indeed*  my  fellow  traveller,  your  epistle  is 
descriptive  of  the  footsteps  of  the  flock:  wound* 
ing  and  healing;  bringing  low  and  lifting  up; 
visits  and  absence ;  short  feasts  and  long  fasts ; 
moments  of  pleasure  and  months  of  pain;  kind 
embraces  and  cold  desertions;  the  sweetness  of 
grace,  and  the  gall  of  corruption ;  are  the  prin- 
cipal parts*  of  Zioii's  narratives;  and,  if  there 
were  no  visits,  no  revivals,  ino  refreshings,  nd 
encouragements,  grace  would  wither  away; 
But  Ood*s  promised  supplies  of  watering  every 
moment  forbid  their  leaf  to  wither.  And,  on 
iSie  other  hand,  if  we  lose  or  escape  the  daily 
cross,  corruption  would  reign; — the  death  of 
the  iAA  man  is  the  life  of  the  new ;  "  by  these 
things  men  live.**  Every  furnace,  Mary,  is  in* 
tended  for  good— it  makes  the  new  man  stir 
himself,  andlceeps  him  from  getting  the  rickets. 
In  affliction  we  try  our  interest,  and  are  ob- 
liged to  make  use  of  ^1  the  strength,  faith,  and 
arguments,  we  are  masters  of.  The  language 
of  God  in  the  furnace  is,  *  Now  see  what  you 
can  do;  call  for  help,  or  be  sullen;  believe  or 
flee;  hope  or  despond;  hold  fast,  or  cast  away 
your  confidence."    And,  zbwc  see  in  the  case  of 
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Hezekiahy  he  sweeps  away  all  props^  all  help, 
and  all  refuges,  leaving  us  nothing  but  his  own 
implanted  grace,  and  that  is  enough.  *^  All  re- 
fuge  failed  me/'  says  one,  and  then  God  was  all* 
And  '^  blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth  temp* 
tation,  for  when  he  is  tried  he  shall  receive  this 
crown." 

Every  grace,  Mary,  is  a  mighty  and  laborious 
warrior;  and  every  one  labours  in  turn  and  in 
season;  "I  laboured,'*  says  Paul,  "more  than 
they  all;  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  that 
was  with  me.'*  Godly  sorrow  workcth  repent- 
ance, and  patience  labours  to  bear  the  cross; 
"  Let  patience  have  her  perfeot  work,  that  ye 
may  be  perfect  and  entire,  Wanting  nothing.** 
Meekness  counteracts  peevishness  and  rebellion, 
and  makes  the  mourning  soul  lose  its  burden  in 
tears  and  prayers,  instead  of  murmuring  and 
muttering  perverseness.  Faith  works  to  make 
salvation  sure,  while  God  gives  power  to  chqse 
and  believe;  and,  when  it  has  got  hold,  it  calls 
up  the  aflRections,  to  admire  the  King,  who  is 
held  in  the  galleries :  faith  worlfllf  by  love :  faith 
kept  Paul  at  work;  "We  believe,  and  there- 
fore speak;"  and,  believing  that  as  one  died  for 
all,  then  were  all  dead  when  he  died,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  mercy,  we  faint  not."  Love  worked 
hard  in  him ;  "  the  love  of  Christ  constrains  us;" 
hence  you  read  of  "  the  work  of  faith,  labour 
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of  love,  atnd  patience  of  hopev  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ" 

Your  heart  and  mine,  Mary,  are  both  alive, 
therefore  we  arc  true  yoke- fellows;  and,  as  we 
are  often  laid  in  the  stocks  for  our  bad  behaviour, 
so  are  we  fellow-prisoners;  and,  being  often 
whipt  for  our  folly,  it  makes  us  fellow-sufferers, 
A  little  love  and  freedom  at  times,  Mary,  makes 
us  fellow-citizens;  and  being  compelled,  like 
Simon  the  Cyrenean,  to  bear  the  cross,  this 
makes  us  fellow-servants. 

My  kind  love  to  Thomas;  and  accept  the 
same  from  the  chiefest  of  all  sinners,  and  the 
greatest  of  all  debtors, 

W.H.  S.  S. 


CCVII. 


M»rch  6,  1804. 


DEAR  MARY, 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  but 

the  old  man  stflll  exists.     The  outer  man  must 

I. 

and  will  decay,  but  the  inner  man  shall  be  re- 
newed day  by  day.  Every  glorious  glimpse, 
every  ray  of  light,  every  quickening  influence, 
every  enlivening  frame,  every  enlargement  of 
heart,  every  flow  of  gratitude,  every  act  of  faith, 
every  abounding  of  hope,  every   longing  ex- 
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pectatiDiiy  every  fresh  discovery  of  the  beautte^' 
of  truth,  every  promise  applied,  every  fervent 
sensation,  every  transporting  view  of  the  King 
in  his  beauty;  together  with  all  the  meekness,* 
contrition^  self-abasemeot  and  humility,  that  in* 
fluence  and  operate  on  the  soul,  are  revivals,  and 
the  effects  of  the  promised  revivals  of  the  new- 
man  of  grace.  Nor  will  God  suffer  this  his 
cause  and  his  work  to  fall  to  decay ;  for  hence 
arise  all  the  revenues  of  his  realm;  and  it  is  un^ 
der  the  influence  and  operations  of  his  Spirit 
that  we  are  encouraged,  allured,  and  emboldened 
to  draw  nigh  to  God;  ^*  Learn  of  me,"  says  th^ 
Saviour,  ^^for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart;*' 
and  under  these  influences  he  calls  to  us;  the 
more  meek,  the  more  freedom  we  have;  and 
the  more  humble,  the  more  bold. 

Set  your  eyes  and  heart,  Mary,  upon  this 
one  thing;  namely,  keeping  Christ  and  con« 
science  together.  Our  affections  are  his  throne, 
our  heart  his  palace,  our  conscience  his  princi* 
pality,  and  our  mind  and  memory  his  court  of 
records,  where  he  writes  his  laws,  and  makes  us 
remember  what  he  has  done  for  us,  and  the 
obedience  he  requires  of  us.  And  this  is  what 
God  means  when  he  promises  to  build  up  his 
throng  to  all  generations.  Building  up  his 
throne  is  making  his  people  willing;  setting 
bis  King  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion  is  revealing 
his  dear  Son  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  pro- 
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mUe;  setting  up  the  kingdom  of  God  is  giving 
us  pardon  and  peace,  righteousness  and  strength 
by  faith  in  Christ  JesuS;  the  power  of  this  king- 
dom is  destroying  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  sin,  and 
death,  out  of  our  hearts;  and  the  glory  of  it  is 
its  divine  light  and  heavenly  joy.  The  majesty 
of  the  kingdom  stands  in  its  wealth,  its  dura- 
tion, the  honour  of  thle  subjects,  and  the  divine 
pomp  of  the  sovereign.  The  stability  of  the 
kingdom  is  the  certainty  of  the  reign  of  God's 
grace,  through  the  obedience  of  Christ.  The 
Ornaments  of  this  blessed  empire  are  the  faith 
and  affections,  the  fidelity  and  loyalty,  the  steady 
adherence  and  clo3e  attachment,  of  the  subjects : 
and  the  revenues  of  it  are  holy  triumphs,  sacri** 
£ces  of  praise,  with  the  voice  of  joy;  thanks^ 
givings  for  favours  past  and  petitions  for  more 
grace;  while  our  unfeigned  loyalty  stands  in  our 
continued  and  unwearied  war  with  all  usurpers^ 
underminers,  and  jealous  affectors,  and  in  keep» 
ing  our  heart  and  affections,  mind  and  con«- 
eciencci  sacred  and  secure  for  him  alone,  and 
for  no  other;  and  where  he  reigns  without  a 
rival  he  will  never  suffer  Satan  to  make  a  prey^ 
or  take  a  spoil. 

Mary,  farewell.  Tell  Thomis  that  the  coal- 
heaver  sends  his  kind  love  to  him.  Ever  yours 
in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Christ, 

W.  tt  S.  S. 
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CCVIIL 

Jan.  10,1805. 

jNPBKPyMary,  this  winter  had  well  nigh  finished 
the  campaigu  of  the  Doctpr;  it  has  made  me 
look. out  for  the  ha^gage.  waggon,  the  camp 
)iospitaI,  the  house  appointed  for  all  living,  and 
the  pension  promised  to  those  that  spend  their 
strength  and  days  in  the  field  of  action.  Drills 
and  discipline,  long  marches  and  winter  quar^^ 
ters,  field  day^  and  frequent  actions,  make  the 
outward  man  decay;  but  the  inward  ma;n  im- 
pairs not  in  that  way;  he  is  renewed  and  rer 
vived,  so  as  to  stand  the  fatigues,  and  weather 
the  exercise,  though,  too  often  these  better 
troops  appear  to  my  view  scattered,  impaired^ 
and  dismayed.  Patience  often  quits  the  field, 
and  murmuring  governs  all;  joy  takes  its  flight 

and  love  waxes  cold;  meekness,  humility,  and 

.•  ■     * 

submission,  yield  up  both  their  charge  and 
office;  and  hoj>e  alone  remains,  and  a  bare  and 
barren  remembrance  of  former  days.  But  this 
casting  out  anchor  at  the  stern,  and  wishing  for 
day,  brings  no  tranquillity  to  the  crew  within ; 
and  looking  out  at  the  mast  head  in  cloudy, 
hazy  weather,  is  a  cold  and  lifeless  station :  but 
he  that  believes  in  the  Son  of  Qod.  is  justified 
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from  all  things;  he  passes  from  death  to  life, 
and  of  course  he  crosses  the  sun's  line,  weathers 
the  storm,  doubles  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
shall  never  be  driven  near  the  tropics  again,  but 
shall  remain  under  the  torrid  zone,  whether  his 
sun  shine  or  not,  for  his  sun  is  no  more  to  go 
down,  nor  his  moon  to  withdraw  itself,  tliough 
an  eclipse  of  both  may  be  upon  his  eyes.  If 
I  sit  in  darkness,  the  Lord  shall  be  a  light 
unto  me. 

I  have  my  doubts,  Mary,  whether  I  shall 
ascend  May  hill;  but  the  inheritance  is  sure  to 
all  the  seed;  of  this  I  doubt  not:  but  I  do  long, 
crave,  and  beg,  for  a  few  more  tythes,  offerings, 
first  fruits,  and  surplice  fees,  from  the  other  and 
better  country,  knowing  that  they  abound  there 
when  famine  rages  here.  The  prodigal  shews 
me  this  when  he  says,  "  I'here  is  bread  enough, 
and  to  spare,  in  my  father's  house;  while  I  perish 
with  hunger."  But  it  is  in  vain  to  complain,  and 
in  vain  to  dispute:  poor  and  needy  we  must  be, 
for  the  heirs  of  the  kingdom  are  the  poor  in 
'sdul;  and  I  believe  that  a  f\ilness  in  this  life 
would  cause  us  to  rest  in  it,  whereas  this  is  not 
our  rest,  it  is  polluted;  and  therefore  we  must 
arise  and  travel  on,  though  discouraged  be- 
cause of  the  way;  there  is  health,  satisfaction, 
and  fulness,  in  that  world  to  which  we  hasten; 
there  sorrow  and  sighifig  must  take  flight;  ti\\ 
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then  travel  we  on,  for  there  is  an  end,  and  our 
expectation  shall  not  be  cut  off. 

Ever  yours, 


CCIX. 


Jan.  2%  1808. 


My  dear  Sister  ia  Christ, 

M.Y  diocese  in  the  north  parts  greatly  extends 
itself;  though  I  am  free,  yet  am  I  a  servant  to 
many;  and  those  who  have  no  pastors  call  for  a 
few  scraps  by  letter:  this  business  must  plead 
for  my  long  silence.  It  is  not  the  will  of  God 
that  we  go  halting,  hobbling,  and  doubting,  all 
our  days;  for  souls  in  such  a  state  may  confess, 
bewail  their  state,  and  cry  and  pray  to  God:  but 
rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  offering  praise,  and  to 
sacrifice  thanksgiving— these  most  pleasing  and 
most  acceptable  sacrifices  they  are  not  furnished 
for ;  which  must  spring  from  a  full  persuasion, 
or  from  some  degree  of  assurance;  for  how  caii 
we  be  grateful  and  thankful  for  any  favour,  un- 
less we  believe  that  we  have  received  it?  God 
declares  that  wisdom  and  knowledge  shall  be 
thp  stability  of  our  times  and  strength  of  salva- 
tion; that  the  work  of  righteousness  shall  be 
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peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteousness  quietness 
and  assurance  for  ever. 

My  mind  is  almost  continually  plowing  in 
divine  things,  and  the  devil  labours  as  hard  to 
divert  me  from  it:  however,  I  have  obtained 
the  grounds  of  assurance,  and  made  them  tole* 
rably  clear;  I  mean  the  ground-work  in  the 
believer's  heart ;  and  this  I  have  brought  into 
a  small  compass — two  things,  and  no  more. 
Pwl  says  that,  being  justified  by  his  grace^ 
we  should  be  made  heirs,  according  to  the  hope 
of  eternal  life. 

1.  Our  title  to  heirship,  and  to  the  kingdom 
of  God,  is  justification  by  grace;  "  whom  God 
justifies,  them  he  also  glorifies ;"  hence  at  the 
day  of  judgment  they  are  called  "the  righteous;** 
"  then  shall  the  righteous  shine  forth,'*  &c. 
Now  the  fruit  of  righteousness  is  to  be  peace ; 
which  the  whole  current  of  scripture  declares, 
both  in  the  Old  Testament  and  in  the  New. 

2.  Our  meetness  for  the  kingdom  is  to  be 
holiness;  ^^  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord."  And  Paul  tells  us  that  God  **  hath 
chosen  us  in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love.'* 

Peace  is  the  fruit  of  righteousness,  and  love 
the  quintessence  of  holiness;  and  these  two 
fruits,  peace  and  love,  may  be  known,  felt,  and 
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eojoyed;  for.  there  are  few  of  the  Lord^s  ffunily, 
however  weak,  however  dark,  or  unable  to 
judge,  but  who  at  times  can  distinguish  these 
things,  and  claim  then:  interest  in  them ;  and* 
although  peace  and  love  may  not  be,  nor  are 
they,  always  enjoyed;  yet  this  I  firmly  believe, 
that  all  God's  children  do  at  times  experience 
them;  and,  as  they  are  covenant  blessings,  they 
are  firmly  and  richly  secured  to  all  the  seed « 
they  are  in  Christ  for  us,  and  are  enjoyed  when 
be  is  enjoyed ;  and  we  love  the  joy  of  them 
when  he  withdraws;  but  they  always  come 
again  when  he  comes,  which  convinces  me  that 
they  are  eternally  ours,  and  can  never  be  lost 

Tender  my  kindest  love  and  affection  to 
Mr.  H.  and  the  little  ones,  and  believe  me  to 
be,  in  the  best  ties, 

The  Coalheaver. 


ccx. 

Feb.  12,  I8O9. 

JSlr  dear  Friend's  epistle  came  safe  to  hand ;  but 
old  age,  the  rheumatism,  and  a  shaking  hand, 
render  writing  difficult;  however,  through  rick 
grace,  hope  is  firm,  the  heart  is  fixed,  and  the 
mind  staid  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  But  the 
old  man  in  me  is  not  dead.    He  is  dead  in  the 
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eye  of  divine  Justice,  or  he  could  not  be  just 
in  cleansing  us  from  all  sin  and  unrighteousness: 
he  is  dead  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  or  the  righte* 
ousness  of  the  law  could  not  be  fulfilled  in  us : 
he  is  dead  in  the  purpose  of  God,  or  we  pri- 
soners  could  not  be  enlarged :  he  is  dead  in  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ,  or  we  could  not  be  deli- 
vered from  the  curse:  and  he  is  put  off  by  the 
putfing  on  of  the  new  man,  or  we  could  have 
no  peace  within.  All  this  is  true,  and  yet  he 
cleaves^  to  me ;  evcSry  member  of  him  lives,  and 
yet  he  has  jio  life  but  in  the  love  of  the  sinner: 
Then,  say  youj  he  was  not  dead  in  Paul;  for  hel 
says  "  What  I  hate  that  do  1."  That  hatred  comes 
from  the  new  man,  which  is  love,  the  love  that 
comes  from  God,  and  the  charity  that  tbinketh 
no  evil.  The  love  of  the  flesh;  corrupt,  vile, 
and  inordinate  afiections,  are  the  life  of  the  old 
man,  which  is  hatred  to  God  and  love  to  sin ; 
"  All  they  that  hate  me  love  death,"  Prov.  viii. 
36.  Sin  is  the  sting  of  death,  and  death  is  the 
wages  of  sin. 

Our  highest  pinnacle,  Mary,  is  this;  "  they 
that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh  with 
its  affections  and  lusts,"  being  wooed,  won, 
allured,  attracted,  and  drawn,  by  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus,  to  seek,  to  follow,  and  to  serve 
and  delight  ourselves  in  God;  which  is  denying 
crossing,  mortifying,  putting  off,  and  crucifying 
the  old  man :  and,  as  long  as  one  gr^in  of  faith. 
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or  9park  o£  love,  whetheir  in  principle  or  pi^ac" 
tice,  whether  in. habit  or  in,  action^  remain  in  us, 
the  old  man  i>eign9  npt,  but  the  good  thing 
towards  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  remains,  and 
grace  shall  reign;  "  His  grace/*  says  Paul,  "  was 
abundant  upon  me,  with  faith. and  love  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Mary  will  say  that  I  am  s^ddipg  to  her  abun- 
dance, or  sending  coals  to  Newcastle,  for  she 
had  enough  of  the  old  man  before  my  letter 
came.  Give  my  best  respects  to  Mr.  H.  and 
accept  the  same  from 

The  Coalheavsr. 


CCXI. 

June  1810. 
My  dear  friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

jVIan  at  his  first  birth  **  is  born  to  trouble  as 
the  sparks  fly  upward;"  and  by  the  second  birth 
^*  a  brother  is  born  for  adversity;"  •'  His  flesh 
upon  him/'  says  Job,  *^  shall  have  pain,  and  his 
soul,  within  him  shall  mourn."  fiut  all  our 
afflictions .  are  light  when  compared  with  the 
great  reward  of  inheritance,  and  the  doom  of 
millions,  who  by  nature  are  no  worse  than  our- 
seUxs.  Nothing  has  exercised  me  more,;  since 
I  have  otttained  a  hope  in  God's  mercy  through 
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Christ,  than  the  loss  of  my  children :  five  went 
off,  one  after  the  other,  in  a  little  time,  which  I 
was  suffered  to  fed  very  sharply ;  but  the  stroke 
was  light  when  compared  with  the  sudden  and 
awful  end  of  Job's  ten  children,  which  fell  all 
at  once,  and  that  after  so  bright  a  testimony, 
given  by  God  himself,  of  the  perfection  and  up* 
rightness  of  Job.  I  always  construed  my 
afflictions  to  be  inflicted  on  me  because  my  sins 
were  more,  and  my  nature  worse,  than  others : 
this  I  have  thought  throughout  my  whole  pro- 
fession, and  so  I  think  to  this  day :  but  his'grace 
has  been  ^^  abundant  upon  me,  with  faith  and 
love,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus;"  and  by  this  un- 
deserved and  unexpected  grace  I  am  what 
I  am. 

Poor  Thomas  seems  very  low;  but  we  have 
a  mercy  seat,  a  door  of  hope,  and  a  gate  of  life, 
opened  before  us;  nor  can  sin  or  Satan  shut  up 
or  bar  us  out.  "  I  have  set  before  thee  an  open 
door,  and  none  can  shut  it."  Nature  is  not 
without  her  pleas,  nor  at  a  loss  for  her  strong 
reasons,  against  the  King  of  Jacob;  and  unbe*- 
lief  is  sure  to  work  by  the  sorrows  of  nature; 
for,  as  sure  as  genuine  faith  works  by  spiritual 
love,  so  sure  does  unbelief  work  by  natural  af- 
fections when  unsanctified;  by  which  I  mean 
when  they  produce  rebellion,  but  no  submission^ 
God  will  hear  and  answer  prayer,  if  we  confide 
in  the  Advocate  that  he  has  provided;  nor  will 
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he  be  displeased  with  our  using  his  own  ap<* 
pointed  means;  and,  by  the  help  of  my  God,  I 
will  not  forget  thee,  nor  the  poor  child^  in 
this  calamity.  We  know  that  God  sends  trou- 
bles; but  he  has  promised  to  be  a  present  help 
in  them,  and  bids  us  call  at  such  times  upon 
him,  promising  that  he  will  deliver  us,  and  we 
shall  glorify  him.  I  have  long  observed,  iil 
pressing  and  afflicting  seasons,  Paul's  positive 
assertion,  that  **  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God,  and  are  the  called 
according  to  his  purpose;''  and  have  often  aald^ 
and  concluded,  in  my  unbelieving  fits,  to  which 
I  am  most  sadly  addicted,  this  can  never  tev* 
minate  in  my  good,  nor  in  God's  honour;  but 
in  the  end  God  has  always  appeared  true^  and 
myself  a  liar. 

That  the  Lord  may  give  you  patience  and 
submission,  and  hear  and  answer  prayer,  is  and 
shall  be  the  earnest  request  of  the  chiefest  of 
all  sinnersi 
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CCXU. 

Aug.  2g,  1811* 

BkAlt   FllIEXD, 

1  KNOW  not  what  advice  to  give  you  but  this, 
*  ^  When  the  poor  and  needy  seek  water,  and 
there  is  none,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the 
God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake  them.'*  Plainly, 
it  is  this : '  If  the  needy  find  no  refreshing  in  the 
nieans,  though  they  seek  for  it,  let  them  betake 
themselves  to  prayer,  aaid  I  the  Lord  will  hear 
them,  and  will  not  forsake  the  poor,  though 
they  find  me  hot  in  the  public  means/  M.  has 
his: work  to  do;  he  is  a  fan,  and  has  been  of  use 
in  town ;  and,  as  his  work  there  seems  to  be 
nea;rly  finished,  he  has  something  to  do  at  Lewes, 
I  doubt  not ;  and  no  small  work ;  for  the  con*' 
trarypart  must  and  shall  be  made  manifest,  and 
they  are  not  a  few.  However,  those  whom  God 
estabH]shes  will  not  be  blown  to  and  fro  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine. 

I  am  glad  that  T.  gives  satisfaction  among 
you,  having  indulged  a  hope  that  he  will  be 
useful ;  for  I  know  the  harvest  is  great,  and 
labourers  so  few,  that  I  know  not  where  to  find 
them ;  but  this  I  know,  that  it  shall  be  well 
with  them  that  fear  God,  for  he  will  never 
suffer  the  souls  of  the  righteous  to  perish.    The 
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life  and  soul  of  my  religion  is  private  prayer^ 
and  watching  the  hand  of  God ;  acknowledging 
every  favour  with  thank-offering,  pleading  hi$ 
promises,  and  trusting  in  him  to  make  them 
good.  We  live  in  perilous  times,  where  there 
is  but  little  truth,  and  every  error  abounds.  The 
abominations  published  years  ago  by  Jacob  Bee- 
man  threw  down  T. ;  and  the  late  publication 
from  Brighton  is  no  better.  It  never  was  in- 
tended to  exalt  the  Son  of  God,  nor  confirm 
a  saint;  but  the  reverse;  and  it  will  eventually 
prove  a  curse  to  many.  Divine  faith  will  em 
brace  divine  truth ;  and  by  false  doctrine  is  false 
faith  made  manifest.  Stand  we  fast  in  the  Lord 
and  in  the  word  of  his  grace. 

Tender  my  kind  respects  to  Mr.  H.     Grace 
be  Avith  you. 

W.H.  S.S. 


CCXIII. 

July  17,  1812. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

llrVER  since  I  returned  home  I  have  been 
poorly  with  a  bad  cold,  cough,  and  slow  fever ; 
and  these  have  brought  on  a  hoarseness,  which 
h^s  rendered  speaking  difficult;  but  this  com-» 
plaint  is  much  removed   at  present.     I  waaS 
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greatly  favoured  on  the  road  to  Lewes,  and 
from  thence  to  Cranbrook ;  and  it  was  more 
than  once  or  twice  brought  to  my  mind  that 
the  waters  of  Marah  would  succeed  the  oil  of 
joy,  and  so  I  have  found  it,  for  we  have  had  a 
sick  house  ever  since ;  but  all  things  work  for 
the  souls'  good  of  them  that  love  God :  all  is 
not  food,  it  is  true;  but  conscience  tells  me 
that  physic  is  as  needful  as  food,  and  conducive 
to  the  health  of  the  souL  Physic,  weaning,  and 
fasting,  have  ever  been  the  most  grievous  and 
distressing  things  to  me;  but  they  are  appointed 
for  us,  as  we  must  be  purged  both  from  filth 
and  idols;  nor  shall  we  be  taught  knowledge, 
or  made  to  understand  doctrine,  till  weaned 
from  the  milk  and  drawn  from  the  breast,  Isai. 
xxviii.  9 ;  and  the  Bridegroom  shall  be  taken 
away,  and  then  we  must  fast  in  those  days.  All 
these  have  been  dreadful  in  their  accomplish* 
nient  in  me ;  but  they  have  sharpened  my  ap- 
petite for  the  twelve  fruits  on  the  tree  of  life 
in  the  paradise  of  God;  deadened  me  to  this 
world,  and  made  me  hug  the  little  faith  and 
hope  that  I  am  favoured  with,  knowing  that 
they  are  incorruptible  seeds  that  can  never  die; 
and  these  fruits — namely,  peace,  filial  fear,  lio- 
nesty,  and  tenderness  of  co4isciencc,  meeknesv 
humility,  self-abhorrence,  hope  and  faith,  love 
to  the  Lord,  and  adherence  to  his  truth — arc 
not  the  fruits  of  nature,  but  of  God  the  Holy 


Spirit;  and  they  will  abide  with  us,  being  th* 
iJord's  treasure,  which  come  from  Christ's  ful- 
ness, and  are  lodged  in  the  earthen  vessel  j  and 
the  excellency  and  power  of  these,  their  action 
and  their  energy,  are  not  of  us,  but  of  God ; 
and  "  whatsoever  is  born  of  God  overcoincs 
the  world ;"  and  constant  prayer,  watchfulness; 
and  thank-offerings  for  all  favours,  greatly  in- 
crease, encourage,  and  strengthen,  faith  and 
hope. 

Remember  me  to  Mr.  H. 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.H.    S.S. 


CCXIV. 

Feb.  28,  1813. 

1  RECEIVED  my  dear  friend's  epistle,  and  am 
glad  that  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  confirmed  in 
her.  The  principal  branch  of  our  Lord's  testi- 
mony is  making  manifest  our  predestination  to 
the  adoption  of  sons :  faith  receives  this  testi- 
mony, and  the  testator  also ;  and  as  many  as 
receive  him  into  their  affections,  to  them  he 
gives  the  power  of  faith  to  claim  their  sonship^ 
and  to  cry  with  confidence  and  with  conscience, 
'*  Abba,  Father ! "  And  this,  my  dear  Mary,  is 
the  new  name,  which,  as  Isaiah  says,  the  mouth 
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of  the  Lord  $ha1I  name.  Through  ^n  we  were 
bond  slaves,  servants  of  sin,  children  of  wrath, 
iind  of  the  devil :  but  this  is  our  new  name ;  and 
God  says  it  is  an  everlasting  name,  that  shall 
not  be  cut  off  with  a  shilling ;  and  none  but  the 
Liord  himself  will  ever  give  us  this  great  and 
glorious  name.  It  is  confined  to  God's  mouth ; 
the  Spirit  cries  and  claims  this  name  in  us;  and, 
if  any  of  God's  own  people  call  us  by  it,  it  is 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  convinces  them  we  arc 
such;  so  that  it  is  still  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
that  declares  it  This,  my  dear  Mary,  is  the 
grand  point,  and  is  a  most  wonderful  proof  of 
electing  love.  And,  if  this  matter  be  made 
plain  and  clear  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  faith, 
by  experience,  by  scripture,  by  love,  and  by 
conscience,  the  matter  is  settled  both  in  heaven 
^and  earth,  and  shall  stand  fast  for  ever. 

Never  lose  sight  of  this  grand  relationship, 
Mary,  but  highly  prize  the  evidences  of  it,  for 
•*  the  Spirit  bears  witness  with  our  spirits  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God."  In  my  private 
approaches  to  God  in  prayer  I  make  use  of,  and 
do  prefer,  that  endearing  character  of  "  Our 
Father "  above  all  others,  agreeably  to  the  de- 
claration of  our  dear  Lord,  "  Whatever  you  shall 
ask  of  the  Father  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it." 
Antichrist  is  making  his  last  effort,  and  in  God's 
appointed  time  he  must  prevail.  For  my  part^ 
I  have  expected  the  worst  for  these  last  fifteen 
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years,  and  wish  to  be  prepared  for  it.  And  I 
would  have  you  lay  in  a  good  stock  of  prayers 
against  the  evil  days,  and  keep  upon  your  watch ^ 
tower.  We  have  been  traduced,  by  professor 
and  profane,  as  deluded  Antinpmians:  but  I 
firmly  believe  that  God  will  discriminate  us 
above  all  others  that  are  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  The  three  following  scriptures  speak  to 
us  of  the  present  days,  and  of  the  trying  hour 
that  approaches ;  Rev.  iii.  3,  and  10,  and  xi.  13; 
wherein  observe  the  word  Hour,  which  means 
one  and  the  same  thing  and  time  in  all  the  three 
places. 

My  kind  love  to  Mr.  H. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


ccxv. 

My  dear  young  Friend, 

Ctrace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  thee, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Amen.  Thine  epistle,  according  to  custom, 
was  received  at  the  door  and  brought  up  to  me; 
and  I  immediately  opened  it,  without  looking 
at  the  direction  :  but  when  I  found  from  whence 
it  came  I  called  my  daughter  up,  and  read  it  to 
her.     It  came  upon  my  mind,  *  Who  knowsbut 
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this  young  acquaintance  is  a  chosen  vessel ;  auci 
that  both  her  letters  falling  into  my  hands  was 
designed  of  God,  on  purpose  that  I  should  an- 
swer them,  and  that  God  may  own  and  bless 
the  answers  to  encourage  and  revive  the  desires 
of  her  heart?'  And  I  could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  number  of  boys  and  girls,  from  eight  to 
ten  years  of  age,  who,  when  I  first  came  to  I-ron- 
don,  took  a  fancy  to  my  ministry;  yea,  I  be- 
lieve the  number  amounted  to  thirty,  who  are 
now  married  people,  fathers  and  mothers  of 
children,  and  belopg  to  us  at  this  time,  though 
some  are  fallen  asleep :  two  little  boys  from  one 
house,  both  orphans^  who  camp  near  eighteen 
years  ago,  are  both  members  with  us  to  this  day, 
and  good  young  men  they  are.  How  great  a 
blessing  is  this  !  And,  should  it  be  thy  happy 
case,  my  soul  shall  rejoice  evermore. 

You  mentioned,  in  your  first  letter,  that  there 
was  some  savour  in  what  you  heard  in  town ; 
and  in  your  last,  that  you  got  a  little  reviving 
in  the  few  scraps  that  I  sent.  If  so,  God  must 
have  some  hai^d  in  it,  for  he  is  the  Father  of  all 
mercies^  and  thp  God  of  all  comfort;  and,  when 
he  quiclce^s  the  soul  to  feel  its  need,  and  the 
power  of  his  grace  and  truth;  when  he  gives 
us  a  lopging  heart  for  his  favour,  and  a  hunger-r 
ing  and  thirsting  after  righteousness;  an  humblq 
mind  under  a  sense  of  our  own  foolishness  and 
folly;  and  ipeekens  ancl  softens  our  souls,  in  ouy 
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secret  prayers  to,  and  searches  after  him ;  there 
is  a  suhiime  and  supernatural  sweetness,  a  riqh- 
ness,  a  fulness,  and  a  satisfaction  in  them,  not  to 
be  described.  These  things  never  put  us  to  bed 
stung  with  guilt  and  bitter  reflection ;  they  are 
not  attended  with  the  lashes  of  a  guilty  con- 
science, with  the  accusations  of  a  cunntng 
devil,  nor  with  tossings  from  one  side  of  the  bed 
to  the  other  through  inward  grief;  nor  do  they 
cover  us  with  shame  and  confusion  of  face,  nor 
with  the  dreadful  piercing  thoughts  of  all  our 
sins  being  brought  to  light  in  the  great  day,  be- 
fore God,  angels,  and  men. 

Oh  the  thousands  of  hours  that  I  have  spent 
awake  on  the  bed  at  night,  with  tears  of  grati- 
tude in  my  eyes,  and  the  4ove  of  Heaven  in  my 
heart,  while  reflecting  on  the  way  in  which  I 
have  been  led,  the  troubles  that  I  have  been 
brought  through,  and  the  unutterable  goodness 
and  mercy  of  God  which  have  followed  me 
through  all  my  days! — the  numbers  of  youths 
that  have  been  cut  off!  the  fearful  end  that 
some  of  them  have  come  to !  the  several  fami- 
lies that  I  have  lived  in,  who  are  now  all  gone ; 
not  one  of  whom,  nor  one  fellow-servant  that  I 
know  of,  that  ever  knew  or  feared  my  God  I— ^ 
whilst  I,  the  most  illiterate,  blind,  and  despi- 
cable, am  still  alive  in  every  sense;  and  not 
only  raised  to  hope,  but  a  messenger  of  the 
Lord  God  of  hosts  to  one  of  the  greatest  cities 
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in  all  the  world ! — ^I  am  a  wonder  to  many,  but 
to  none  m  great  a  wonder  as  to  myself!  In  my 
carnal  state  I  never  could  rest ;  destruction  and 
misery  were  in  all  my  ways,  and  the  way  of 
peace  I  knew  not ;  vanity  was  in  every  thing  I 
sought  after,  though  always  disappointed  of  the 
happiness  I  expected ;  therefore  cutting  disap- 
pointment and  vexation  of  soul  were  all  I  ever 
got  in  the  drudgery  of  Satan.  I  sowed  to  the 
flesh,  and  all  that  I  reaped  was  corruption !  And, 
when  divine  justice  overtook  me,  then  I  paid 
the  reckoning.  The  thoughts  and  knowledge 
God  had  of  me,  and  all  my  works  and  ways, 
nsed  to  be  a  terror  to  me  in  my  carnal  state, 
and  I  was  afraid  of  death  and  wrath,  of  the 
devil,  and  almost  of  my  own  shadow.  But  now 
the  thoughts  of  God's  perfect  knowledge  of  me, 
of  my  heart,  works  and  ways,  and  intentions 
and  designs,  are  a  pleasure  to  me,  and  all  his 
ways  are  peace.  Nor  has  he  ever  left  me  un- 
supported during  one  time  of  trouble ;  nor  has 
one  trial  come  upon  me  out  of  which  I  have  not 
been  delivered. 

My  chapel  was  5001.  in  debt  when  W.  from 
Plymouth  Dock,  divided  and  scattered  the  peo- 
ple. But  God  has  blasted  every  enemy  I  then 
had,  and  brought  that  impostor  to  want  bread, 
while  he  has  raised  me  up  friends  since  then, 
and  money  to  clear  the  whole  debt.  Some  years 
ago  I   sold  eight  hundred  pounds*  worth  of 
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books,  copy-right  and  all,  for  four  hundred 
pounds,  to  pay  off  some  part  of  my  chapel  debt ; 
and  within  these  two  months  my  friends  have 
subscribed  almost  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
bought  them  back  again;  which  they  began 
unknown  to  me,  and  without  being  asked ;  nay, 
it  was  what  I  never  expected  or  thought  of. 
So  true  is  the  word  of  Christ,  "  Seek  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 
Thus  have  the  very  means  of  those  democmt$> 
who  opposed  and  left  me,  and  followed  W. 
boasting  they  should  bring  me  down  to  beg« 
gary,  been  overruled  of  the  Lord  to  bring 
a  thousand  pounds  into  my  pocket,  while 
he  hath  sent  a  blast  and  curse  in|p  their 
hearts ;  three  of  whom  are  dead ;  two  of  them 
broken  and  gone;  one  is  iii  the  workhouse;  two 
more  have  left  business,  and  are  gone  into  ser- 
vice ;  another  is  given  up  to  black  despair;  and 
the  rest  are  separated  from  us,  and  from  the 
living  Vine ;  and,  though  their  cause  has  greatly 
impoverished  them,  after  all  it  is  fallen  to 
nothing. 

O,  my  young  friend,  who  is  like  unto  God ! 
or  to  the  faithfulness  of  God,  to  those  that  are 
round  about  him  1  I  saw  a  letter  from  your  fa- 
ther yesterday,  which  was  sent  to  father  Green; 
wherein  he  informs  him  that  the  old  chapel,  or 
barn,  is  cleaning  out  and  getting  ready.    The 
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Lord  send  us  a  forward  and  nii]d  spring,  that 
I  may  pay  them  a  visit  and  once  more  bless 
them  under  God  before  I  die.  I  would  advise 
thee  to  give  thy  mind  to  reading:  a  chapter 
often  read  furnishes  the  mind  with  thoughts; 
thoughts  lead  to  meditation,  and  meditation 
entertains  the  soul :  "  In  the  multitude  of  my 
thoughts  within  me/'  says  the  psalmist,  "  thy 
comforts  delight  my  soul."  And,  however  weak 
thou  art,  however  aukward,  reluctant,  or  at  a 
loss,  or  however  timorous  and  bashful  thou 
roayest  be  in  prayer,  yet  never  give  it  up — al- 
ways pray,  and  never  faint ;  for  in  due  season 
thou  shalt  reap,  if  thou  faint  not.  God  delights 
in  the  prayer  of  those  that  seek  him :  "  Call 
upon  qpe  in  the  time  of  trouble,  I  will  deliver 
thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me."  And  again; 
"  Let  me  hear  thy  voice ;  for  sweet  is  thy  voice, 
and  thy  countenance  is  comely,''  saith  the  Re- 
deemer of  souls. 

Moreover,  prayer  excites  and  encourages 
fear;  for,  when  thou  art  enticed  by  Satan  to  do 
evil,  it  will  spring  up  in  thy  mind,  *How  then 
shall  I  face  God  at  night,  when  I  go  to  bed? 
and  pray  I  must,  or  conscience  will  lash  me  all 
night,  and  sin  will  bring  the  rod  and  hardness 
of  heart  upon  me/  This  will  help  to  keep  thee 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  dav  Ions: ;  and 
nobody  knows,  nor  can  know,  but  those  who 
feel  and  enjoy  it,  the  noble,  glorious,  and  inli- 


nite  satisfaction  that  God  supplies  the  souls  of 
his  people  with.  I  have  now  been  nearly 
twenty-five  years  in  his  service,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  sore  trials  and  cruel  opposition  that 
I  have  met.  with,  yet  to  this  day  I  am  more 
happy  than  all  that  ever  set  themselves  against 
me. 

Furthermore,  thou  must  not  think  it  strange 
if  God  should  shine  into  thine  heart,  and  dis- 
cover that  natural  depravity  which  thou  and  all 
mankind  are  born  with;  nor  needest  thou  be 
surprised  should  every  evil  and  disagreeable 
thing  be  sent  through  thy  mind,  especially  when 
going  to  or  engaged  in  prayer.  The  devil  is  the 
author  of  them ;  and  when  we  v/ould  do  good 
evil  is  present  with  us.  All  that  are  now  in 
heaven  went  thither  through  much  tribulation, 
and  all  were  exercised  with  the  same  evils. 

I  should  be  glad  of  a  line,  if  convenient  j 
and  that  the  Lord  may  bless  these  few  scraps  to 
thy  soul's  comfort  is,  and  shall  be,  the  hearty 
prayer  of  thy  father's  friend,  thy  mother's  friend, 
thy  sister's  and  brother's  friend,  and  thy  soul's 
friend  and  well-wisher  in  Christ  Jesus,  my  Lord 
and  my  God, 

^  W.  Huntington,  S.  S, 
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CCXVI. 

1807. 

I  AM  sorry,  S.  to  hear  by  T.  so  bad  an  account 
of  you :  I  hope  he  does  not  bear  false  witness 
against  his  neighbour.  He  tells  me  that  you 
are  looking  out  twenty  wives  for  him  as  the 
effects  of  your  jealousy.  Inordinate  affection, 
S.  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  old  man,  for 
so  Paul  tells  the  Galatians.  Upon  this  string 
Satan  sounds  his  discord;  in  this  member  of 
the  body  of  death  the  devil  works.  And  this 
member  must  be  mortified,  or  else  it  will  surely 
mortify  you ;  the  Lord  must  be  king ;  he  must 
be  highest,  or  uppermost,  in  the  heart  of  his 
followers  J — the  divine  husband  of  the  soul  must 
in  all  things  have  the  preeminence.  "  My  son, 
give  me  thine  heart ;"  set  thine  affections  upon 
me.  And  again ;  **  Because  he  hath  set  his  love 
upon  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him ;  I  will 
.  set  him  on  high,  because  he  has  known  my 
name.'*  , 

My  old  mother  is  too  much  in  the  flesh  in 
her  old  days :  she  savours  not  enough  the  things 
that  be  of  God,  but  too  much  those  that  be  of 
men.  And  the  whole  of  this,  thy  fruitless  la- 
bour and  needless  trouble,  originates  in  car2i::il 
reason  and  unbelief.  These  tell  you,  (for  God 
dbes  not)  that  your  departure  is  at  hand ;  that 
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the  children,  all  young,  are  to  be  left  mother* 
less ;  that  twenty  mothers-in-law  are  to  succeed, 
and  every  one  of  them  is  to  piach  the  bellies, 
pull  the  hair,  box  the  ears^  and  beat  the  backs 
of  your  children,  who  are  to  laave  neither  father, 
aunt,  nor  uncle,  left  in  all  the  world;  and, even 
sliould  they,  none  are  to  have  so  much  as  the 
common  feelings  of  human  nature.  Old  S.  is 
labouring  to  prevent  all  these  imaginary  evils, 
though  with  all  her  care  she  cannot  make  one 
hair  of  her  head  white  or  black.  Innumerable 
and  continual  prophecies  upon  these  subjects 
did  the  old  lying  devil  sound  and  ring  in  my 
heart  and  head ;  and  Satan  made  a  fine  handle 
of  it  whenever  I  was  seized  with  an  ague'  and 
fever,  insinuating  that  these  children  were  all 
to  go  into  a  workhouse,  and  nothing  short  of 
taking  them  home  to  my  parish,  was  to  be  the 
end  of  them,  where  they  were  to  work  hard  and 
fare  hard. 

When  I  had  lived  to  see  all  these  lies  fall  ta 
the  ground,  he  contrived  another  snare — that 
the  countess  was  corpulent  and  infirm,  and  that 
all  I  had  in  the  world  would  not  be  sufficient  tot 
keep  her  from '  real  want  And  all  the  Arml- 
nian  lectures,  predictions^  and  prognostications! 
that  the  devil  is  stuffing  the  heart  of  old  S. 
witb,  come  from  the  same  quarter,  and  will 
l^ve  the  same  accomplishments.  Then  what  is 
S.  to  do  in  this  case?  Do !— trust  in  God  I  *'  All 
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•  (  f  '  - 

things  are  possible  to  be  done  for  them  that  be- 
lieve ;"  and  "  whatever  ye  ask  believing  ye  shall 
receive."  These  two  texts  are  enough  to  con- 
found and  baffle  both  the  devil  and  unbelief, 
yea,  sufficient  to  set  them  at  nought,  and  bid 
them  defiance  for  evermore. 

Mother,  adieu !   thy  son  saluteth  thee  with 
joy  and  peace  for  evermore. 

The  Coalheaver. 


CCXVII. 

Dec.  1800. 
My  dearly  beloved  Brother  in  the  Lord, 

I  Aivr,  through  the  kind  and  unexpected  good- 
ness of  my  God,  purely  in  health,  and  not  un- 
successful in  my  work;  glory  be  to  God,  it 
seems  to  be  a  good  harvest  time  for  souls.  The 
appearance  of  the  present  times,  and  expect- 
ations of  much  worse  coming  on,  keep  the 
plough,  the  harrow,  and  the  seedsmen,  at  work  : 
many  are  examining  themselves,  in  order  to 
prepare  to  meet  their  God  in  his  approaching 
^judgments;  others  are  harrowing  up  some  of 
the  thorns  that  have  long  choaked  the  word ; 
and  many  are  sowing  prayers  in  tears,  who  hope 
fo  reap  in  joy.  I  have  sounded  the  alarm,  and 
anr  now  upon  my  watch-tower;  and  these  wordy 
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have  just  come  to  my  ears,  like  Noali's  dove 
with  an  olive-leaf  in  her  mouth,  "  Say  ye  to  the 
righteous,  it  shall  be  well  with  hi-m."  They  must 
have  the  wedding  garment  on  who  are  prepared 
to  meet  the  Bridegroom  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
us  prepares  us  to  meet  a  holy  God.  And  sure  I 
am  that  a  meeting  of  justified  persons  with  a 
just  God,  righteous  souls  with  a  righteous  God, 
lioly  people  with  a  holy  God,  and  merciful  men 
with  a  merciful  God — ^all  these  meeting  in  Christ 
Jesus,  must  be  a  joyful  meeting  indeed. 

fiut  the  professing  church  at  large,  in  this 
present  day,  as  described  in  the  Revelation,  has 
only  a  name  to  live,  for  she  is  dead.  God  Al- 
mighty has  most  assuredly  poured  out  upon  the 
professors  of  old  England  *'  the  spirit  of  deep 
sleep ;  the  prophets,  the  seers,  and  the  rulers, 
hath  he  covered;  and  the  vision  of  all  is  be- 
come as  the  words  of  a  book  that  is  sealed ;  for 
the  wisdom  of  the  wise  is  perished,  and  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  prudent  is  hid;"  Isaiah  xxhc. 
And  I  think  they  will  sleep  on  now  and  take 
their  rest;  for  such  an  awful,  but  invisible, 
judgment  of  judicial  blindness  of  mind,  hardness 
of  heart,  insensibility,  stupor,  and  infatuation, 
my  eyes  never  beheld.  I  cannot  tell  what  I  see ; 
I  cannot  express  what  I  expect  to  come  on ;  and 
yet  the  whole  earth  sitteth  still,  and  is  at  rest. 
We  aare  perfectly  at  ease  in  Zion,  except  b^  few, 
that  have  been,  and  still  are,  emptied  from  vessel 
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to  vessel,  that  they  may  not  settle  upon  their 
lees. 

I  have  long  laboured  and  struggled  hard  with 
the  state  and  government  of  this  country  on  my 
shoulders;  which  has  been  an  intolerable  burden 
to  me;  and  well  it  may,  seeing  it  is  appointed 
for,  and  settled  on  the  shoulders  of  one  who  is 
^^  a  child  born,  a  son  given,  and  the  mighty  God;" 
audit  becomes  and  befits  no  shoulders  so  well 
99  his.  I  now  spend  my  breath  in  begging  sub- 
mission and  resignation  to  God's  will,  who  hath 
turned  me  over  into  the  hands  of  cruel  lords, 
till  the  reign  of  the  oppressor  is  at  an  end,  and 
till. these  calamities  are  overpast.  All  my  prayers 
now  are  bent  this  way;  and  I  find  not  a  little 
release  in  it,  because  the  times  sit  more  easy„ 
and  my  mind  is  more  composed  in  looking  after 
what  is  coming  on,  and  leading  the  people  to  ex- 
pect it     Mr.  H.  is  now  with  me.     Farewell ! 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCXVIII. 

Chuicb  Street,  Paddington. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Th  k  teaching  is  good~it  is  of  God ;  thou  art 
learning:  the  first  rudiments  of  the  saint's  creed; 
It  is  the  teaching  of  God  the  Father  out  of  his 
law;  and,  when  thou  hast  compassed  that  monnt 
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about  a  little  longer,  and  hast  been  a  little  moire 
striped  by  the  blackness^  darkness,  tempest,  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  words, 
thou  wilt  find  thy  face  all  on  a  sudden  turned 
ZIon-ward:  then  thou  shalt  come  "  to  God  the 
jiidge  of  all,"  in  the  face'of  a  Mediiator,  shining' 
fbrth  with  light  and  love,  embracing  thee  and 
accepting  thee  in  his  beloved  Son,' 
'    The  storm  is  almost  over;  salvation  is  eveii 
at  thy  doors;  and  such  a  deliverance  wilt  thou 
have,  wlien  thou  seest  the  face  of  that  Just  One,' 
as  thou  wilt  never  forget;  he  will  kill  thee  with 
kindness,  and  the  old  man  will  appear  to  perish' 
at  the  presence  of  God ;  nor  will  he  ever  re- 
cover, so  as  to  reign  and  rule  unmolested  and 
unresisted  again.     A  cross 'we  must  all  have. 

*  •  •  * 

You  are  plagued,  and  so  am  I.  You  are  crossed' 
with  a  covetous  heart,  that  will  not  let  you  re- 
lieve; I  have  a  liberal  heart,  but  a  beggar's 
pocket,  that  cannot  relieve :  this  hath  ever  been 
my  grievous  cross ;  and  the  other,  like  the  botch 
of  Egypt,  will  often  cleave  to  you.  But  is  any 
thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?  My  prayer  shall  be 
that  a  gracious  God  may  shine  upon  thee,  which 
he'  s:hortly  will ;  and  do  you  pray  that  kind  Pro- 
vidence may  pass  before  me. 

You  might  call  on  me  either  on  Thursday  or' 
Friday  morning,  if  you  please.  Adieu ;  faitKf 
and  patience  be  with  thee!  So  prays- 

' ••     W.^HuNTINGTOifr 

VOL.   II.  G 
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At  present  it  is  very  cold ;  when  warm,  I  hope 
you  will  come  and  see  us.  Of  late  I  have  had 
various  changes;  both  high  and  low,  active 
and  inactive,  enlarged  and  straitened,  warmed 
and  chilled :  but  even  these  are  tokens  for  good, 
for  '^  they  that  have  no  changes  fear  npt  God." 
Rheumatism,  and  almost  all  infirmities  peculiar 
tp  old  age,  follow  hard,  and  gather  fast  upon 
my  heels.  But  let  us  bless  God  for  a  good  hope; 
]t  is  ^n  anchor ;  it  forbids  despondency ;  and  will 
not  suffer  the  vessel  of  mercy  to  be  wrecked, 
foundered,  or  go  to  the  bottom. 

The  God  of  Israel  is  the  father,  the  life,  the^ 
centre,  and  the  end  of  all  grace ;  which  comes^ 
from  him,  leads  to  him,  centres  in  him,  and> 
terminates  in  the  enjoyment  of  him ;  and  he 
knows  his  own  implantation,  and  will  ever  own 
and  honour  it,  carry  on  and  perfect  it,  and 
distinguish  it  from  all  the  spuriousi  and  bastard 
brood,  begotten  by  Satan,  and  conceived  and 
Jiatehed  by  hypocrites,  who  savour  not  the 
things  which  be  of  God,  but  those  that  are  of 
<Sien ;  who  put  the  name  of  the  dove-like  Spirit 
at  Jesus  upon  their  own  corrupt  affections; 
who  speak  a  vision  out  of  their  own  heart,  apd 
have  i^een  nothing;  who  call  the  motions  of 
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their  fleshly  passions  the  operations  of  God*s 
Spirit,  and  the  influences  of  love.  A  carnal 
assent  to  the  killing  letter  passes  for  faith,  and 
bold  presumption  for  the  full  assurance  of  iu 
Insensibility  is  termed  peace  with  Ood,  th(^ 
Vest  convictions  of  natural  conscience  are  calledf 
the  workings  of  the  old  man,  and  gtoundless 
ek{ieCtations  a  good ^ hope;  while  carnal  se- 
d^rity  is  called  patience.  But  this  I  know,  the 
^brtd,  the'  flesh,  and  the  devil,  will  all  combine 
a^inst  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  against  every  mo- 
tion, sensation,  operation,  aflection,  or  iilipres* 
siofx  of  his. 

Satah  is  sure  to  lay  about  him,  and  to 
muster  up  all  his  forces,  his  life  and  body 
guards.  When  the  Spirit  coiAes,  heretics,  hy- 
pocrites,  apostates  and  impostors,  Pharisees  and 
sedticers,  inbred  corruptions  and  outward  allure* 
lAents,  the  endless  pleasures  of  sin,  and  the 
eternal  duration  of  a  portion  in  this  life- — all 
a^e  set  forth  and  set  out,  the  highest  bidder 
to  be  the  buyer.  But  the  little  four-square 
house  on  the  sea-shore  still  remains ;  and  though 
the  storms  beat,  the  winds  blow,  the  waves  roan 
the  billows  break,  and  the  spray  of  the  waves 
ahd  fogs  of  the  earth  all  play  on  and  beat  over 
it,  she  shall  never  be  moved ;  ^  God  shall  help 
her,  and  that  right  early/' 


a  a 


S4 


ccxx. 

Faith  and  patience,  hope  and  expectation^  be 
with  thee.  The  Captain  of  our  salvation  is  both 
our  leader  and  forerunner:  and  much  wisdom^ 
care,  and  tenderness,  are  required  to  clear  the 
way;  "  I  will  go  before  thee,  and  make  crooked 
things  straight,  and  rough  places  plain.  I  will 
break  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brass,  and  cut  in 
sunder  the  bars  of  iron;  and  I  will  say  to  the 
prisoners,  Go  forth,  and  to  them  that  are  in  dark- 
ness. Shew  yourselves."  But  tares  must  ripen  as 
well  as  the  wheat,  for  they  are  first  gathered  out. 
We  are  chosen  in  the  furnace,  where  we  are 

* 

melted  and  made  soft.  The  same  sun  that 
softens  the  wax  hardens  the  clay. .  Ours  is  the 
measure  of  aflfliction,  and  there  is,  a  measure  of 
iniquity;  and  both  must  be  filled  up,  that  the 
law  of  retaliation  may  be  put  in  force :  as  they 
measure  to  us,  it  shall  be  measured  to  them. 
'^  He  that  killeth  with  the  sword  must  be  killed 
with  the  sword;  he  that  leadeth  into  captivity 
shall  go  into  captivity.  Here  is  the  patience 
and  the  faith  of  the  saints:"  patience  to  wait 
God^s  time  and  endure  the  cross ;  and  faith  in 
God  to  believe  that  he  will  fulfil  his  word,  and 
deliver  his  people* 


'■]  \ 
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ccxx;l 

■    Not.  10,1812. 
DEAR   9RIEND, 

19  '  * 

.  HEAR  by  Mrs.  B.  that  thou  art  very  low  in 

mind.  I  am  afraid  that  my  friend  forgets  the 
proverb  that  speaks  to  us  as  to  children,  "My 
son,  despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord/*^ 
for  all  that  the  Lord  loves  he  chastens  at  one 
time  or  other  in  this  lifej  and,  if  we  are  without 
chastisement,  then  are  we  bastards  and  not  sons. 
Truth  itself  has  told  us,  that  we  shall  indeed 
drink  of  his  bitter  cup;  and  the  saints  of  old 
made  their  suiFerings  a  plea  in  their  own  favour; 
"  Thou  hast  known  my  soul  iti  adversity,"  says 
David;  and  Paul  made  this'a  matter  of  joy ;  "  If 
I  must  glory,  I  will  glory  in  mine  infirmities.'* 
Our  afflictions  and  trials  are  the  best  proofs  of 
God's  love  to  us;  he  has  chosen  us  in  the  fur- 
nace  of  affliction,  and  is  sure  to  be  a  present 
help  in  trouble;  and,  if  he  does  not  give  us 
comfort,  he  gives  us  support;  "  As  thy  day,  90 
shall  thy  strength  be.'* 

Afflictions  are  moreover  of  use,  as  they  serve 
to  humble  us;  they  discover  and  stir  up  our 
evils  that  are  Avithin,  and  bring  us  off  from  con- 
fidence in  the  flesh;  thev  shew  us  the  need  of 
grace,  and  keep  us  watchful  and  observant;  they 
hide  pride  from  our  eyes,  and  promote  an  ap 
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f^txtt  for  the  bread  of  life,  for  the  righteous- 
lACSS  of  Christ,  and  for  the  presence  of  God,  and 
make  every  bitter  thing  sweet;  even  God's 
fatherly  anger  is  better  to  a  quickened  soul  than 
carnal  ease,  or  the  dead  sleep  of  death. 

I  iseldom  go  long  without  some  soul  cH' 
cr/cjise,  nor  have  I  any  room  to  expect  it,  know;^ 
ing  that  I  am  full  of  evil,  and  have  iieed  f^ 
trials  to  keep  it  dQwn  that  it  reign  not.  B^t 
n)y  God  still  delivers  me;  and  I  tfus^  t^t  \t^ 
will  yfif>  deliver  npe,  according  to  hi?  qwi;i  wpr^ 
for  "  many  lare  the  afflictions  of  the  righteou?^  hnp 
t;he  Lqr^  deUveret,h  him  out  of  them  all."  T^e 
j^umace  of  afilicti^oi^,  which  is  all  pke  hell  .th|t  w^ 
shall  9^dure,  is  not  tbfe  furnace  of  eternal  pi^; 
pf  ^his,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  fu^y  assurjed;^ 
Ihcxefore  therje  is  no  cause  for  a  living  spi^l  tp 
complain ;  besides,  it  is  sin  that  God  visits  wit{i 
^e  rod,  and  jni<|uitjes  with  stripes :  i^o  sins,  up 
;ods.  I^o  we  not,  therf^fore,  prociirp  these  ^1)^^^ 
fp  oursjslves?  Yps,  \ye  do. 

Fare  veil;  mgrcy  ^nd  peace  be  with  fbeij. 
Tender  iny  kindest  re^pepts  to  the  captain.  God 
bless  you  bpth;  sq  prays  your  willing  servapt 
in  Christ, 
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CCXXII. 

Dec.  13,  ISia. 

The  Coalbeaver  to  his  hrother  clergy  sendeth  greetiqg^ 
with  perfect  peace  and  at  such  a  time. 

Mr  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  I  know 
not  hovvr  to  express  my  thankfulness  to  you  an& 
the  flock,  for  your  sympathy,  your  kmdness, 
and  liberal  contribution  to  us.  I  thank  yoti 
all;  accept  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  when  I  come  I  will  do  it  in  person.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  of  your  conflicts,  and  of  the  youndj^ 
man  lately  departed.  Nothing  but  conflicts  can 
empty  us  of  self,  and  make  us  crave,  long,  and 
hunger  after  Christ,  and  it  is  only  such  whom 
God  fills ;  and  we  feel  the  spring,  the  fulnes^ 
and  the  overflowings,  when  the  Lord  comes^ 
for  he  ascended  on  high  that  he  might  fill  all 
things.  Conflicts  meeken,  soften,  humble,  and 
break  the  spirit,  and  make  the  bottle  fit  loir 
the  new  wine.  But,  if  we  put  new  wine  into 
the  old  bottle,  into  the  hard  and  impenitent 
heart,  it  swells  and  bursts  with  pride;  the  joys 
run  out,  and  all  is  over. 

This  is  the  way  that  I  went  on  for  many 
years;  and  I  expected  the  same  would  attend 
Mr.  B.  and  long  looked  for  it,  but  all  in  vain ; 
he  escaped  this  part  and  this  path,  and  got  a 
fulness  without  being  emptied;  and  all  such 
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fulness  sends  forth  an  unpleasant  savour.    Self 

3tinks  in  the  nostrils  of  all  souls  that  are  a  sweet 

savour  of  Christ.    All  the  Lord's  garments  smell 

of  myrrh  and  aloes;  the  first  of  these  is  sweet 

•in  smell,  the  last  bitter  in  taste.     With  thesJe 

two  ingredients  the  Saviour  was  embalmed.  The 

.sweet  Lamb-  and  bitter  herbs  were  eaten  t(^c- 

ther:  and  these  two  are  in  all  his  saints;  "  the 

heart  knowcth  his  own  bitterness,  and  a  stranger 

intermeddleth   not  with   his  joy."     Therefore 

"  in  the  day  ofprosperity.be  joyful,  and  in  the 

day  of  adversity  consider;    God  hath  set  the 

4?ne  against  the  other." 

\  When  I  perceived,  that  Mr.  B.  escaped  all 
.these  things  that  fell  to  my  share,  I  expected 
little  or  no  success.    I  kuew  that  something  else 

r :    . .      »  ...  .  o .     . . 

^ouW  fill  the  vessel;  self-rjghteousncss,  legal 
pride,  an  un unctuous  flow  of  words,  and  fiery 

a:eal,  with  all  its  heat,  taken  not  from  the  altar 

4' .... .     .      .      -•       •      -        *    •         •     .    .   » 

pf.  burnt  offering,  but  from  inward  passioii, 
which  is  strange  fire,  and  sparks  of  our  own 
kindling,  which  can  on^y  light  us  to  bed,  and 
then  leave  u€f  tQ  Ijie  down  in  sorrow.  ,    * 

.  .  I  do  sincerely  hope  that  the  rod,  the  daily 
cross,  the  law  in  the  members,  with  its  con- 
tjnual  war  against  faith;  the  plague  of  the  hpart, 
the  wormwood  and  gall;  the  furnace  of  afflio* 

«    9  •  •    •  -  I 

tion;  the  buffeitipg^L  of  Satan,  and  the  path  of 
tribulation;  with  all  the  self-emptying  and  self-^ 
debasing  ingredients  that  have  made  me  spirit- 
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tially  poor,  and  have  kept  me  so,  may  be- with 
xny  friends,  and  a  clear  view  that  all  these  nuiat 
and  shall  work  for  our  good.    Adieu. 

The  C0A.LH£At£R. 


CCXXIII. 

Jan.  1,  1812. 

I 

My  honest  and  ihighly  esteemed  brother  has 
sent  me  a  packet  of  Satan's  wiles  and  infernal 
.works:  such  a  cargo  to  me  is  like  sending  coals 
to  Newcastle^  having  more  of  this  trash  than 
ht  has.  And  I  have  thought  that  Satan  labours 
jhard  with  his  operations,  that  our  converse,  ser- 
mons, and  epistles,  may  all  be  e;n ployed  about 
,them,  and  stuffed  with  nothing  else;  and  then 
he  will  take  care  to  fill  us  with  his  things,  new 
and  old,  ithat  jve  may  never  want  matter:  but 
this  is  not  preaching  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture; this  is  the  destruction  of  the  devil/ and 
^11  his  works. 

The  foundation  of  all  human  misery  is  sin. 
The  excruciating  miser}^  of  all  awakened  sin- 
ners is  the  junction  of  sin  and  wrath  meeting 
together  in  the  conscience,  and  this  is  done 
when  the  law  is  applied;  "There  is  no  sound- 
ness  in  my  flesh  because  of  thine  anger;  neither 
is  there  any  rest    in    my  bones  because    of 
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my  sill*''  You  see  1^  junction,  and  the  rest- 
ietmcBs  of  the  soul  under  it.  Now  wbeu  faith 
comes  into  the  rouscienoe,  that  is  the  deepest 
soil  iu  which  it  can  take  root,  and  make  us 
sound.  With  the  atonement  it  purifies  the  heart 
from  an  evil  conscience,  when  peace  in  some 
degree  is  felt — a  full  proof  that  guilt  is  purged* 
The  obedience  of  Christ  attending  faith,  and 
being  to  and  upon  all  that  believe,  God's  anger 
turns  away,  the  best  r6be  being  put  on,  and 
comfort  enters;  read  Isai.  xii.  i  ;  aadlxi.  ML 

These  things-— the  pardon  ef  sin  and  tbe  imh 
fiutation  of  righteousness — ve  the  ground  work 
of  hope,  and  die  foundation  of  aU  .blessedness; 
»ad  Psalm  xxxii.  2 ;  and  Rom«  iv.  JS.  Upon 
this  the  Spuit,  as  our  witness,  silences  SataiBy 
law,  and  conscience;  and  God  swears  he  will 
be  wroth  with  us  no  more.  This  is  the  bottom, 
basts,  and  ground-work  of  all  true  peace  in  ns. 
Satan  may  harass  our  thoughts,  pourtnty  won^ 
drous  evils  on  the  imagination,  and  muddle  our 
heads,  confuse  our  brains,  and  send  his  artillery 
through  the  carnal  mind,  stirring  rebellion  in  it^ 
and  influencing  our  corrupt  affections  with  folly 
aiad  foolish  objects, which  may  perplex  aud  dis- 
tnss  us ;  whereas  at  the  same  time,  if  we  exa* 
mine,  we  shall  find  a  calm  at  the  bottom ;  no 
unatoned  guilt,  no  unappeased  wrath,  working 
or  rankling  there.     This  I  have  long  observed 
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p  jiff9p\fy^nd  my  friepd  will  dp  well  t^  fi^vvfi 

If  6.  ai^d  E.  have  taken  su^b  pfenpe^  being 
)i)(>uQd  to  suppqrt  the  devil's  interest^  it  wiU 
^d  ^icti^m  to  their  bood^,  %od  make  the^r 
^ajns  heavy.  Fpr,  if  t^-qth  \yithout  price  w»U 
I^Qt  do,  they  shall  spend  money  for  that  which 
is  not  bread,  and  labour  for  that  which  aati^iieth 
Itpt  If  they  are  not  for  us,  they  shall  be  against 
us ;  and,  if  thj^y  gather  nojt,  fjhey  shall  scatter 
piyr  qiiaster  w^U  ^ve  no  neutrals. 

You  mus^  h^ve  a  deal  of  rooQi  in  yiour  JtH^^d, 
and  mnch  love  to  yojyir  Jjeljy,  to  keep  a  Yorkr 
fb^re  cak^  in  minfl  sp  loog.  God  biess  fhp^i 
Qiy  kind  respiects  tp  your  spoi^se^ 

JV{y  4^n).9  sf^i^s  the  sapie. 

Tub  C9ALHAN. 


CCXXIV. 

Feb.  12^  1812. 

I  WAS  glad  tq  hear  of  my  dear  friend.  It  is  a 
gopd  thing  to  bear  the  yoke  in  one's  yputh. 
Poubts  and  fears,  despondings,  misgivings  of 
heart,  calling  all  in  question,  suspicions,  jealou- 
sies, scruples  and  dismal  conclusions,  keep  us 
from  (sase,  and  from  being  rickety ;  they  harrow 
in  the  word,  give  deepness  of  earth,  make  reli- 
gion sink  down  into  the  conscience^  and  make 


92 

•us  sound  at  h^it:  what  at  firsf  floated  upon  the 
mind  and  understanding,  sinks  into  the  con* 
science 'and  afJTections.  We  may  have  divine 
things  in  our  head,  and  talk  cheerfully  about 
them,  and  yet  be  disquieted  within  the  court  of 
consfcience,  as  the  wise  man  says,  "  Even  in 
laughter  the  heart  is  sorrowful,  and  the  end  of 
that  mirth  is  heaviness." 

Shakings  sifting,  unsettling,  searching  and 
trying,  are  good  for  us;  for  by  these  things  the 
mind  gets  stayed,  the  heart  fixed,  the  union  witli 
Ohrist  more  clear,  our  peace  more  isettled,  and 
the  whole  soul  comes  to  a  certainty.  Besides,* 
it  is  by  a  sense  of  love  and  enmity,  faith  and 
unbelief,  hope  and  despondency,  life  and  death; 
darkness  and  light,  liberty  and  bondage,  joy 
and  grief,  comfort  and  misery,  boldness  and 
shame,  energy  and  dumb  silence,  that  the  Com- 
forter is  found  out  and  known,  they  being  all 
his  fruits,  produced  under  his  influences  and 
operations.  And  our  own  whorish  heart,  in 
conjunction  with  the  devil,  brings  forth  all  the 
dark  catalogue;  and  both  these  crops  are  mani^ 
festand  clear  enough.  ^^That  which  is  born 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit;''  and  what  belongs  to  the 
devil  will  in  due  time  be  poured  upon  him,  and 
every  fruit  of  the  spirit  will  return  to  God  whd 
gave  it 

View  all  these  winnowings  as  wholesome 
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|>hysic,  though  not  palatable  food  ;  they  arc  in- 
tended to  purge,  not  to  feast  us :  and  blessed  is 
the  man  that  endures^  submits  to,  and  embraces 
them,  which  is  no  less  than  accepting  the 
punishment  of  our  iniquity;  read  Levit.  xxvi. 
latter  part. 

A  flaming  Arminian,  at  Clapham,  who  used 
to  borrow  my  *  Bank  of  Faith*  to  read  at  different 
houses,  in  order  to'ridicule  and-  make  sport  to 
entertain  the  wise  of  this  world;  as  soon  as  she 
had  finished  her  last  entertainment,  was  struck 
Wind  of  one  eye,  and  went  home  ill.  Her  hu87 
bandy  who  was  a  builder,  was  of  the  same  faith. 
The  door  and  shutters  not  being  open  for  some 
days,  the  neighbours  got  into  the  house,  and 
found  them  both  dead!  Their  name  was  Blower.^ 

A  poor  woman  at.  Beckenham  in  Kent,  who 
had  beeii  long  in  soul  trouble,  sent  her  little 
girl  to  the  shop  for  a  bit  of  bacon,  which  being 
wrapped  in  a  sheet  of  printed  paper  that  hap*^ 
pened  to  be  part  of  my  sermon  on  eternal  love, 
the  daughter  read  it,  and  God  applied  the  con- 
tents to  the  mother.  Her  son,  going  soon  after 
to  see  her,  wondering  at  the  change,  she  told  him 
the  cause,  shewed  him  the  paper,  when  he  told 
her  that  it  was  written  by  the  minister  which 
he  attended,  for  it  seems  he  sits  among  us* 

The  Coal  heaver  and  his  Lady  send  their  love 
te  the  Coliector  and  his  Duchess. 

Gpd  bless  you !   -        , 

S.S. 
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CCXXV. 

Feb.  23, 1812! 

A,  sleepy  devil  has  at  last  fallen  upon  my  be-^ 
loved  friend.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  that  deviccf 
of  Satan;  having  been  formeriy  sorely  beset  with 
it.  He  is  an  archer,  and  can  shoot  his  flamingo 
darts;  a  fo^vler,  and  has  his  traps,  snares^  and 
nets.  He  can  smite  with  sore  boils  by  conta* 
minating  the  blood,  and  bow  the  sinner  toge^ 
ther'by  cfontracting  the  muBcles.  He  can  baffle 
and'  confound,  and  set  souls  to  raving  by  dis*" 
ordering  the  brain,  or  throw  them  down  by* 
twisling  and  convulsing  the  bowels^  And,  by 
the  deep  sleep  wluch  fell  upoA  the  apostles  dur- 
ing^ piir  Lord's  agQiny,  it  is  plain  that  he  can  rock 
the  cradle. 

I  cievised  every  means  I  could  think  of,  but'all 
in  vain;  for  '^  this  kind  goeth  not  out  but  by 
prayer  and  fasting"  which  was  the  way  that  I* 
at  last  pursued,  foiled,  and  overcame  him.  And/ 
as  soon  as  he  was  driven  from  me,  he  fell  upon* 
one  of  the  flock  under  me,  and  failed  him  a  long 
time;  till  he  came  complaining  to  me,  and  prayer 
drove  him  from  thence'  also.  **  Open  my  eyes^'* 
says  David,  '^  lest  I  sleep  the  deep  of  death.'* 
And' it  was  an  awful  judgment  inftieted  on  the 
Jewi.  **  The  Lord'  hath  pioured  out  upon  you^ 
the  spirit  of  deep  sleeps  y<>ur  seers  and  rulers 
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hath  he  covered."  Such  sleep  a  pefpcrtoal  8l€«|i^ 
and  lift  up  their  eyes  in  torments. 

Nothings  noi  nothing  can  stand  before  the 
prayer  of  faith^  put  up  in  the  name  of  our  dear 
Lord,  an  answer  being  expected  for  the  alone 
sake  of  our  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest. 
No  devil  can*  keep  his  hold  before  prayer,  if  it 
fa|e  followed  up. 

My  hand  shakes>.  and  I  cannpt  get  on. 

Love  to  dame« 

S.S. 


CGXXVL 

Wbat^  my  son !  and  what  the  son  of  my  vows !  my 
joy,  my  crown^  and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  io 
the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

"  He  that  bcgetteth  a  wise  child  shall  have  joy 
of  him."  But  the  archers  have  shot  at  him^  and 
grieved  him,  and  hated  him;  neverthelessi  his 
bow  abides  in  strength,  and  the  arms  of  his 
hands  are  made  strong  by  the  hands  of  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob.  The  Lord  God  of  hosts 
visits  my  son,  and  his  visitations  shall  preserve 
his  spirit;  and  under  his  divine  influence  thou 
shalt  ponder  thy  way,  and  all  thy  misgiving 
thoughts  shall  be  established.  He  will  give 
thee.  to. feel  many  propitious  looks  through  the 
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lattice,  and  many  near  approaches  to  thy  heart, 
which  will  make  thy  bowels  move  with  soul-* 
dissolving  love  towards  him.     These  tokens  for 
good  will  be  all  treasured  up  in  thy  heart  as  so' 
many  •  precious  jewels,  and  will  in  future  *  be  - 
pleaded  in  thy  own  behalf.  • 

Many  poor  souls,  since  the  angel  went  down 
and  troubled  the  waters,  have  stepped  in  and* 
been, made  whole;  and,  since  Grod*  hath  made 
the  contr^y  part  manifest,  and  purged  them- 
out,  those  that  abide  still  in  the  vine  are  purged 
and  made  more  fruitful ;  while  those  branches, 
which  abode  not,  are  cast  forth  and  withered; 
all  their  natural  joy  and  feigned  love,  counter- 
feited; comfort,  blind  zeal,  head  knowledge,  and 
gracele3s  gifts,  are  withered  away,  for  want  of 
the  root  of  divine  love,   and    the    softening 
showers  of  humbling  grace.  "And,  being  wither- 
ed, men  gather  them,"  saith  Christ;  that  is,  un* 
godly  men  and  graceless  proftssors  gather  them 
into  their  company;  and  then  they  turn  from' 
the  truth,  from  God's  servants  and  from  God's 
church,  and  fight  against  them,  and  hate  them  ' 
that  abide  in  the  vine;  yea,  they  hate  their  com* ' 
fort,  their  joy,  their  constancy,  their  faithful-' 
ness,  and  their  discerning  eyes,  which  see  their 
ignorance,  their  empty  profession,  their  decep- ' 
tion^  their  abominable  hypocrisy,  and  the  un- 
soundness of  their  hearts,  which  cannot  s^tand ' 
the  truth,  but  hate  the  light,  despise  reproof,  and/ 
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reproach  even  the  servants  of  God  that  re- 
prove them.  These  are  Solomon's  simple  ones, 
that  believe  every  word  and  follow  every  '*  Lo 
here  and  lo  there ;"  condemning  the  just,  and 
justifying  the  wicked.  They  oppose  the  am* 
bassadors  of  the  Lord,  and  help  the  ministers  of 
Satan,  yea  give  them  the  right  hand^pf  fellow- 
ship, and  bid  them  God  speed. 

But  we  have  not  so  learned  Christ ;  nor  is 
my  son  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked, 
so  as  to  fall  from  his  own  steadfastness :  no, 
there  is  no  enchantment  against  the  son  of  my 
vows,  nor  divination  against  this  little  one  in 
Israel: — the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the 
;shout  of  a  king  shall  shortly  be  heard  in  his  heart; 
judgment  shall  be  brought  forth  unto  victory 
in  his  soul,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  shall  seal  him 
with  the  law  of  faith.  Be  wise,  my  son,  that  I 
may  know  how  to  answer  him  that  reproacheth 
me;  ^^  a  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father."  I  in- 
tend to  drink  a  dish  of  coffee  with  tliee  this 
afternoon,  before  the  offering  up  of  the  evening 
oblation.  My  love  to  your  spouse,  while  I  re- 
main, 

Yours,  &c. 

W.  Huntington* 


VOL.  II.  K 
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CCXXVII. 

Ii»j6,  l?9d. 

Well,  my  son,  how  dost  thou  do?  God  tells 
us  that  he  hath  chosen  us  in  the  furnace  of  af- 
fliction.— Are  you  still  in  the  fire?  He  tells  us 
that  this  world  is  not  our  rest — Does  he  drive 
thee  from  all  rest  in  it  ?  He  has  put  a  wo  on 
them  that  have  their  portion  in  this  life. — Arc 
you  poor?  You  and  I  must  learn  to  be  content, 
my  son,  without  much  property ;  we  were  born 
under  a  threepenny  planet,  and  must  not  expect 
to  be  worth  a  groat.  But  the  pearl  of  great 
price  is  portioh  enough  for  us ;  a  portion  that 
shall  never  corrupt,  fade  away,  be  stolen  or 
spent;  "The  Lord  kooweth  the  days  of  the 
upright,  and  their  inheritance  shall  be  for  ever.'* 
"  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits!*'  who  will  not  reward  us  with 
a  treasure  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  with 
the  riches  of  his  glory  by  Christ  Jesus. 

It  is  better,  my  son,  to  be  an  heavenly 
merchant  than  a  stock-jobber;  none  of  our  trade 
f  vet  waddle  out  of  the  alley — there  are  no  lame 
ducks  at  our  bank,  nor  doth  our  Banker  ever 
fail;  we  are  appointed  to  salvation,  and  eternal 
glory  is  annexed  to  it.  Fagi>n,  my  son;  we 
must  go  against  wind  auti  tide.     He  calls  us 
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strangers  and  pilgrims ;  and  we  must  be  beggars, 
for  the  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  than  we* 
and  what  God  gives  us  we  have  not  wisdom  to 
keep*  I  have  seen  kind  Providence  send  me  a 
present  one  hour^  and  the  devil  has  sent  an 
hypocrite  to  strip  me  of  it  the  next;  and  they 
would  do  the  same  by  the  better  portion  if  they 
could;  but  that  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God;  no 
man  shall  take  our  crown. 

Be  sure,  my  son,  to  keep  steady  and  con* 
stant,  earnest  and  fervent,  unwearied  and  im- 
portunate in  prayer;  for  this  must  serve  us  in- 
stead of  a  bank,  instead  of  a  stock  in  hand,  a 
stock  in  trade,  or  an  independency ;  and  this, 
though  not  the  most  pleasing  way  to  flesh  and 
blood,  is  yet  the  most  profitable  to  the  soul, 
as  thereby  we  gain  spiritual  treasure,  even  in 
the  common  course  of  business. 

I  begin  to  long  to  see  the  darling  of  my 
soul — I  mean  the  old  Lady  at  Providence 
Chapel ;  for  I  see  no  church  like  her.  Tender 
my  love  to  spouse,  to  Saint  Patrick,  to  your 
brother-in-law,  and  to  my  second — kill-pudding. 
Farewell.  Joy  and  peace,  faith  and  patience, 
be  with  thee. 

Thine  to  serve, 

W.  Huntington. 


H  S 
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CCXXVIII. 

CdckleWoodj  Jab.  24,  1804. 
t>EAE  FUTEND,  -^ 

M-^NiPOLD  have  your  favours  been  to  mc,  for 
all  which  I  can  but  thank  you  :  for  I  am  to  be 
a  pillar  of  this  truth,  if  of  no  other;  namelyi 
that  God  will  leave  in  the  midst  of  the  land  an 
afflicted  and  poor  people,  and  they  shall  trust 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  yet  I  neither 
envy  the  rich,  nor  them  that  are  at  ease :  the  for- 
mer have  their  portion  in  this  life,  and  the  latter 
open  their  eyes  in  hell.  But  how  is  it  that  thou 
hast  been  so  long  broken  down,  and  yet  art  not 
broken  up,  nor  broken  to  pieces  ?  You  seem  to 
make  manifest  that  it  is  better  to  be  broken 
than  to  be  whole;  and  I  believe  it  is.  If  God 
had  not  given  you  a  Christmas-box,  you  could 
not  have  given  me  one*  I  bless  God  for  his 
goodness  to  thee,  and  I  thank  you  for  your  kind- 
ness to  me. 

There  most  certainly  is  a  twofold  being  in 
God.  1.  In  his  providential  care.  2.  In  his 
most  gracious  favour.  In  the  first  all  men  live, 
move,  and  have  their  being  :  and  into  the  first 
men  in  temporal  trouble  often  work  themselves, 
till  they  are  sensible  of  it,  see,  admire,  and  ac- 
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knowledge  it ;  but^-betng  unsanctified  by  grace, . 
it-lifts  them  i^;  they  graft  it  upon. self,  and^. 
concluding  it  comes  upon  them  as  a  irujt  of. 
electing  love,  they  set  their  hearts  upon  it,  and. 
call  it  upon  every  turn  a  blessing;  till  the  stock 
in  band  deeply  engages  both  their  eyes  and 
their  heart;  the  former  to  admire,  the  latter  to 
adore ;  and  this  works  the  soul  out  of  God  as  a 
God  of  providence :  then  ''  Ephraim  is  joined 
to  idols,  let  him  alone."    This  brings  God's 
curse  upon  what  men  call  his  blessings;  and, 
when  calamities  come  on,  Providence  not  being 
mixed  with  grace,  but  mistaken  for  it,  they  are 
beaten  off  from  all  the  blessings  of  Zion,  from 
the  protection  of  God,  and  from  all  refuge  in 
him :  and  by  desperate  sorrow  are  driven  for 
refuge  to  their  own  city,  and  for  protection 
within  their  own  walls ;  *'  The  rich  man's  wealth 
is  his  strong  city,  and  a  high  wall  in  his  own 
conceit." 

There  are  not  a  few.  Tommy,  in  this  trap; 
former  providences  arfi  »11  that  feed  them ;  faith 
or  hope  ia  Christ  they  hi^ve  none;  nor  is  it  un* 
common  for  posterity  tQ  approve  their  sayings; 
<^  Our  fathers  ate  mapna  in  the  desert,  as  it  is 
written,  he  gave  them  br^ad  from  heaven  to 
eat"  The  answer  is— ^"  Yqur  fathers  ate  manna, 
and  are  dead;  but  he  that  eateth  the  true 
bread  shall  live  for  ever."  Riches  and  inde* 
ppndepcy  constitute  the  first  article  of  ik^it 


lOS 

cr^ed ;  and  God  is  to  bave  all  tfaefr  tune  and 
talents  when  these  are  procured.  But  tliat  of 
Ihe  poor  and  i^eedy  spul  is  the  kingdom  of 
hearen  ai)d  his  righteousness,  and  teniporal 
supplies  as  ^  promuied  i^dition;  the  fomieF 
consecrates  th^  }al;;ter:  all  things  are  clean  to 
bim  that  tielievesj,  but  to  the  unbelieving  there 
it  nothing  clean. 

Will  you  take  a  ^\%h  of  coffee  at  the  qabin 
next  Tuesday  morning?  If  you  could  I  should 
be  glad.--* Yours  in  Hipi  to  %he  last. 

W.  H.  S.  S, 


ccxx;ix, 

July  11,  leil. 
MY  mA'B.  FlUXNP, 

I  AM  stfH  in  the  bricks  and  morter,  or  you 
would  have  heard  from  me  before  now.  Moro 
than  three  months'  continual  bustle  h^s  fallen  to 
my  share ;  but  nothing  I  hop©  will  ever  be  isuffi-^ 
eient  to  r^eidfove  my  h^art  from  my  God,  or  my 
God  from  my  heart.  J  am  so  beset  with  in-* 
traders  and  iMiilders,  that,  if  I  do  not  awake  by 
jbur  in  t^  mornings  1  caiinot  settle  my  booksi 
take  stock,  or  count  zpy  cash;  and  without  this 
it  is  in  vain  to  occupy  till  he  comes,  because  I 
know  not  whether  I  gain  or  lose  by  trading^ 
I  s^m  certain  I  began  with  two  talents^  and  am 
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more  than  sure  that  to  be  contented  with  god- 
liness is  great  gain;  because  the  Holy  Spirit,  his 
g^ce,  his  influences  and  his  operations;  toge« 
ther  with  the  benefits  of  Clirist's  death,  which 
he  applies;  are  the  only  power  and  real  sub*^ 
stance  of  what  the    scriptures  call  godliness; 
and  what  can  be  greater  gain  than  a  divine 
person,  who  is  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  our 
animator  and  eternal  comforter  ?    We  are  the 
temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  he  is  the  beauty 
of  holiness,  and  that  holiness  which  becomes 
this  house  for  even     Upon  him  my  soul  waits 
for  instruction,  for  light,  for. help,  for  proper 
frames  of  mind,  for  proper  words  in  the  work, 
and  to  make  all  eiFectuaU    In  spirit  and  in  truth 
must  true  worshippers  worship;  for  tlie  Father 
seeketh  such,  and  no  other,    to  worship  and 
adore  him.     This  is  our  inward  glory,  and  our 
furniture  for  every  good  work.     I  am  glad  that 
you   find  yourself  at  home  among    my   dear 
friends,  and  that  you  are  enlarged  among  them. 
Tender  my  love  to  any  that  may  inquire 
after  the  Coalheaver.     Our  new  chapel  is  not 
only  full,  but  overflows. 

Yours  most  aflfectionately, 

W.H.  S,S, 
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ccxxx. 

Feb.  13i  1791. 

To  dear  Adam  and  Eve,  and  all  that  love  our  dear  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth. 

On  my  return  home  I  found  my  little  one, 
whom  I  mentioned  to  you  as  being  at  school  at 
Richmond,  had  been  sent  home  the  day  after  I 
set  out  for  Northampton  so  ill  as  hardly  to  leave 
hopes  of  her  life.  The  first  two  children  that 
were  taken  ill  at  the  school  with  this  fever 
died  in  two  or  three  days.  My  little  one,  and 
another  child,  the  daughter  of  a  good  man  that 
belongs  to  us,  were  the  next  seized  with  the 
same  disorder;  but,  blessed  be  God,  they  are  both 
alive;  and,  though  my  little  one  cannot  yet 
walk,  she  is  getting  better.  Having  a  nurse 
in  the  house,  a  doctor  every  day,  continual 
preaching,  and  being  obliged  twice  to  go  out 
of  town,  has  taken  up  all  my  time,  which  is  the 
reason  you  have  not  heard  from  me  sooner.  But 
glory  be  to  Christ,  matters  90  on  well  within; 
his  work  prospers  under  the  despised  labours 
of  his  unworthy  servant ;  and  to  my  soul's  com- 
fort it  is  that  he  knows  them  who  trust  in  him, 
and  will  honour  them  that  honour  him,  and 
plead  their  cause  who  have  pleaded  his. 

I  hope  ever  to  contend  for  the  faith  that 
M^as  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  but  never  to 


the  unconverted,  either  by  God  tbe  Father,  God 
the  Son,  or  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  F.  and 
R.  tell  us  that  it  is.  And  I  hope  never  to  let 
the  Godhead  of  Christ  depart  from  the  founda- 
tion of  my  faith,  knowing  there  is  no  salvation 
in  man;  no,  not  in  Mr.  H.  himself.  Our  faith  is 
not  to  stand  in  man's  wisdom  heard,  but  in 
God's  power  known  and  felt.  Against  truth, 
faith,  power  and  conscience,  no  preacher  must 
be  heard  or  followed  by  the  ransomed  of  the 
I.ord  Jesus, 

Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  be  valiant  for  the 
touth;  and  let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your  re- 
ward. Let  them  not  make  merchandise  of 
your  souls,  nor  rob  your  conscience  of  her  hea- 
venly treasure,  by  great  swelling  words  of 
vanity,  guile  and  craftiness.  Cease  ye  from 
man,  as  none  of  them  can  answer  for  us  in  a 
dying  hour,  or  at  the  bar  of  God.  They,  as  well 
as  we,  will  want  a  Saviour  then,  and  such  a  Sa« 
viour  as  the  psalmist  speaks  of;  "  Gird  thy 
sv/ord  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most  Mighty,  with 
thy  glory  and  tli^  niaje^ty,  and  ride  prosper-* 
ously,  because  of  truth,  meekness,  and  righte« 
ousness."  These  he  rides  to  dispense  and  to  de- 
fend; and  these  shall  make  us  ride,  as  Elijah 
and  Lazarus  did,  when  we  quit  this  tabernacle, 
and  take  our  seat  in  the  "  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  The  God  to 
whpm  I  lirst  prayed,  and  >vho  heard  and  ap- 
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swcrcd  my  first  prayer,  is  Jesus — the]  self-exist- 
ent Jehovah  in  my  nature :  he  is  both  my  bro- 
ther and  my  God;  and  such  he  has  hitherto 
appeared  to  be  to  my  soul  by  numerous  infallible 
proofs. 

God  bless  your  souls  with  all  grace  from  his 
fulness,  peace  from  his  atonement,  life  from  his 
death,  and  glory  from  his  throne;  and  then  you 
will  have  no  cause  to  envy  or  covet  the  happi- 
ness either  of  men  or  angels. 

I  know  by  happy  experience  what  I  write, 
and  my  conscience  bears  her  testimony  to  it. 

I  have  earnestly  prayed  God  to  bring  poor 
Eve  through  her  expected  perils;  and,  if  it  be 
his  blessed  will,  to  make  her  the  living  mother 
of  a  living  child. 

Tender  my  love  to  brother  and  sister  M.  to 
;Eather  and  mother  A. ;  brother  and  sister  H.  and 
brother  C;  to  the  coachmaker  and  his  spouse, 
and  to  the  young  man  that  occupied  the  seat  of 
the  unlearned  at  my  giving  of  thanks;  to  bro^ 
ther  B.  his  spouse,  and  their  two  daughters, 
whom,  with  David,  I  wish  to  see  polished  after 
the  similitude  of  a  palace;  to  the  young  Armi- 
nian,  lately  become  a  turncoat;  and  to  all  friends 
in  the  faith  and  favour  of  Immanuel,  God  with 
us.  May  the  dew  of  heaven  lie  on  you,  and  the 
lamp  of  salvation  shine  in  you !  May  sovereign 
grace  rule  over  you,  and  the  presence  of  God  be 
ever  with  you,  that  your  blessings  may  prevail 


107 

above  the  blessings  of  all  your  spiritual  proge* 
nitors,  even  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  ever- 
lasting hills!     Such  is  the  wish,  the  prayer,  and 
desire  of,  dear  brethren  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
Your  friend,  brother,  and  servant 

in  the  everlasting  gospel 

of  God  our  Saviour, 

W.  Huntington. 


CCXXXI. 

Dear  Adam  and  Eve,— Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be 
with  you ;  and  with  the  little  God-feariog,  heart*-, 
united  flock  at  Northampton. 

Mt  prayer  is  that  the  Lord  of  all  Lords  may 
be  with  you ;  that  the  everlasting  love  of  God 
the  Father,  which  runs  from  his  heart  through 
Christ,  the  chief  comer  stone,  may  run  through 
all  yours  hearts,  and  tie  you  all  fast  to  Jesus, 
the  main  standard  of  the  tabernacle,  and  to 
one  another:  then,  O  then,  not  a  stake  shall  ever 
be  moved,  nor  a  cord  be  broken !  then  you  will 
be  a  tabernacle  that  God  has  pitched  and  not 
man !  Private  prayer  is  the  mainspring  of 
mental  religion;  and  the  communion  of  saints 
together  is  twisting  and  strengthening  the  cords, 
bands,  and  ties  of  vital  union  among  brethren. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  many  efforts  will  be 
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made  to  invade  your  little  citadel;  and  to  en* 
tangle,  enslave,  or  invade  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens: but  by  God's  blessing  on  the  upright  the 
city  is  exalted.  Let  Christ  have  the  uppermost 
seat  in  your  thoughts,  faith,  heart,  affections, 
judgment,  and  tongue,  for  he  makes  his  appear- 
ance  in  all  these  when  he  is  all  in  all :  then  our 
thoughts  ariB  brought  into  captivity  to  Christ, 
our  affections  fixed  on  him,  he  dwells  in  the 
heart  by  faith,  and  speaks  by  them  that  love 
him.  Let  no  sophist  beguile  you  of  your  re- 
ward, by  seducing  you  from  the  truth,  power, 
or  simplicity  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.- 

The  devil  has  hated  Jesus  ever  since  he 
broke  his  head,  and  he  knows  that  he  must  be 
bruised  under  our  feet  shortly  by  the  same  Al- 
mighty Saviour;  therefore  Satan  still  plots  to 
undermine  the  majesty,  glory,  and  precious- 
ness  of  Christ.  The  devil  has  various  haunts. 
He  never  does  more  mischief  than  when  he  ap- 
pears as  an  angel  of  light;  when  he  pomes  forth 
from  an  academy  in  long  bands  and  powdered 
hair,  with  the  titles  of  A.  B.  M.  A.  or  D.  D. ; 
when  he  appears  in  a  pulpit  s^s  ^  scholar  and  an 
orator;  when  he  gads  about  in  a  sermon,  falsely 
called  gospel;  or  whep  he  sallies  forth  from  the 
press  with  a  Morocco  coat  and  golden  back : — 
then  to  cry,  <*  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,"  is 
acting  like  a  discerner  of  spirits,  and  a  faithful 
good  soldier  of  Jesuis.     Satan  in  the   Jewish 
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priests,  and  in  the  pharisees,  did  more  mischief 
than  in  all  the  rabble.  Learn  therefore  to  know 
Satan  in  his  canonicals  as  well  as  in  the  seat  of 
violence. 

My  kind  love  to  all  the  dear  and  holy 
brethren.    God  bless  you  all !  Amen  and  amen. 

W.  Huntington. 


CCXXXII. 

Bear  Adam  and  £ye^ 

I  WISH  you  much  grace,  happiness,  and  peace.  I 
understand  by  Mr.  M.  that  you  goon  comfortably 
and  prosperously;  and  it  does  my  soul  good  to 
hear  of  it.  The  fan  that  has  been  among  you,  I 
trusty  has  done  no  hurt,  but  appears  to  be  one 
among  the  all  things  that  work  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God.  When  the  hills  are  threshed  and 
.  fanned,  the  chaff  flies,  and  the  wheat  lies  more 
.solid  in  the  heap.  I  hope  you  will  find  the 
, school  of  one  Tyrannus  to  be  a  Bethel,  a  burn- 
.  ing  bush,  and  a  little  hill  Mizar.  ''  Upon  the 
.mount  it  shall  be  seen."  What  shall  be  seen? 
Why,  that  the  Lord  will  provide.  Upon  the 
mount  we  see  '^  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  the 
land  that  is  very  far  off."  Upon  the  mount  this 
^  world  looks  like  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  the 
.inhabitants  as  grasshoppers;  and    those  that 
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Thate  Zion  look  more  black  than  the  tents  of 
Kedan 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  so  steadfast  and  you 
shall  find  the  King  of  Zion  steadfast;  his  prayer 
is  for  all  that  favour  his  righteous  cause.  It  is 
no  small  honour  to  be  inclined  to  open  a  door, 
or  a  little  Zoar.     When  the  lot  of  God's  in- 
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heritance  are  scattered,  God  will  have  a  city  of 
refuge  for  the  sensible  man-slayers.  So  that, 
when  the  devil  transformed  gets  into  one  pul- 
pit, and  a  novice  into  another,  some  Timothy 
or  other  shall  scatter  the  crumbs  of  comfort  to 
them,  whose  spirit  would  wish  ever  to  rejoice 
in  God  their  Saviour. 

Give  my  kind  love  to  B.  and  tell  him  that 
prayer,  reading,  meditation,  temptation,  oppo- 
sition, and  persecution,  make  the  preacher  a 
good  smuggler.  I  hope  God  n^ill  give  him 
good  speed,  that  he  may  take  Rebecca  and  bring 
her  away. 

I  am  writing  a  book  called  *  Forty  Stripes 
Save  None  for  Satan,  or  The  Devil  Beaten  with 
Kods.'  Tell  Eve  that  I  send  my  love  to  her, 
and  that  a  certain  saint  saluteth  her.  Salute 
the  two  M.'s  together,  Mr.  L.  dame,  and  son ; 
Mr.  H.  and  the  female  speaker;  and  all  thosis 
tiiat  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and 
truth ;  and  accept  the  same,  Adam,  not  forgetting 
Mrs.  B.  That  the  God  of  all  peace,  who  brought^ 
again  from  the  dead  the  great  Shepherd  of  the^ 
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sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  itiay  strengthen,  establish,  aad  settle 
you,  is  the  desire  and  prayer  of,  dear  brethren, 

Ever  yours, 

W.  Huntington. 


CCXXXIJI. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

VTRACE  and  peace  be  with  thee  tiirough  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  had  some  sharp 
exercises  of  late,  which  is  the  common  lot  of 
every  branch  that  has  life  in  the  living  Vipe:  the 
branch  must  be  purged,  that  it  may  abide  fruitful, 
both  in  the  foundation  and  superstructure.  The 
vine  and  its  branches,  the  husband  and  the  wife, 
are  made  use  of,  in  the  word,  to  exhibit  the  union 
that  subsists  between  the  Saviour  and  his  elect.. 
The  first  shews  who  bore  our  burdens,  where  we 
must  cast  our  cares,  who  sustains  the  govern* 
ment  of  us,  and  who  is  to  bear  the  glory  of  ow 
salvation.  The  second  shews  where  our  fruit- 
fulness  depends,  and  from  whence  all  life  and 
power  are  derived;  and  the  last  how  highly  we 
are  exalted,  and  that  joint  property  and  joint 
interest  subsist  between  the  Lord  and  his 
spouse.  To  keep  this  union  up  is  our  highest 
wisdomi  our  daily  task,  and  continual  coaflict; 
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and  every  enemy  and  adversary  labours  to  sepa- 
rate the  poor  feeble  member  from  his  covenant 
Head:  ail  our  corruptions  are  stirred  up  by 
Satan  for  this  purpose,  which  separates  between 
us  and  God.  And,  when  Satan  can  gain  an  ad- 
vantage, then  he  turns  accuser,  and  stands  be- 

i  tween  God  and  us. 

I  AH  the  errors  that  abound  in  our  day  are  in- 

tended for  this  purpose,  to  put  a  lie  in  our  hand, 
that  bondage  may  come  on,  that  we  may  not 
deliver  our  souls,  nor  say.  Is  there  not  a  lie  in 
our  right  hand?  And  those  that  would  lead  us 
to  trust  in  our  own  hearts,  and  to  place  our 
confidence  in  the  flesh,  arc  at  the  same  work; 
for  they  that  worship  God  in  the  Spirit  must 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh.  Christ  says, 
^^  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me,  and  he 
that  gathercth  not  with  me  scattercth  abroad.'* 
When  (/hrist  and  conscience  are  at  peace  the 
nnion  is  clear ;  "  Levi,"  says  God,  by  Malachi, 
"  walked  with  me  in  peace  and  equity  f  he  kept 
a  good  conscience  before  me,  and  peace  was  the 
fruit  and  effect  of  it. 

Moreover,  submission  to  the  Lord's  will 
i  strengthens  this  union.  Two  cannot  walk  toge- 
ther except  they  be  agreed;  "Go  work  to  day 
.  in  my  vineyard."  The  son  replied,  "  I  will  not." 
'  Here  can  be  no  union.  But  when  he  repented, 
•  and  went,  and  did  the  will  of  his  father,  there 
was  but  one  will  between  them  both.    Sub- 
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mission  strengthens  union ;  ^^  walk  humbly  with 
thy  Crod."  But  the  perfecting  bond  of  this 
union  is  love;  "My  son,  give  me  thine  heart," 
place  thine  affections  upon  me ;  and  "  because 
he  set  his  love  upon  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver 
him ;  I  will  set  him  on  high  because  he  has 
known  my  name;"  which  is  gracious^  merciful^ 
forgiving  iniquity,  Sec.  And  they  that  have 
much  forgiven  love  much ;  hence  he  cleanses  us 
from  all  our  idols,  that  the  Lord  our  God  may 
be  one  Lord.  Idols  are  rivals,  and  rivals  steal 
away  the  heart;  and,  although  such,  dunghill 
gods  may  not  be  able  to  destroy  the  union,  yet 
they  provoke  to  jealousy,  which  interrupts  the 
union. 

The  whole  gospel,  my  dear  girl,  is  published 
for -this  purpose,  that  we  may  "  have  fcUoW'?' 
ship  both  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Sou 
Jesus  Christ"  My  paper  is  too  small;  I  must 
cease  while  the  cruse  is  springing.     Farewell ! 

Ever  thine  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  Huntington. 
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CCXXXIV. 

* 

Nov.  27>  lao;^. 

Orace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  ouf 
Lord  Jesus  Christ:  I  am  glad  that  some  en- 
largement, encouragement,  and  refreshing,  were 
communicated  to  thee  by  my  last  visit.  God 
will  not  leave  them  that  seek  his  face  without 
some  tokens  for  good ;  he  will  not  be  a  barresi 
wilderness  to  us :  it  is  his  own  Spirit  that  lays 
open  our  evil  nature,  and  persuades  the  mind  of 
the  sufficiency  and  fulness  that  are  in  Christ 
,  Jesus  to  supply  all  our  wants.  I  was  favoured, 
whe&^at  Grantham,  with  an  uncommon  flow  of 
the  Spirit  of  supplication,  insomuch  that  I  hlted 
to  go  out  of  my  room:  and  by  this  kind  indul- 
gence I  did  most  earnestly  entreat  the  Almighty 
in  behalf  of  those  that  sought  the  Lord,  and 
felt  their  need  of  his  mercy  and  truth. 

I  have  the  most  firm  confidence  in  the  bene- 
fits of  a  throne  of  grace:  it  promotes  freedom, 
boldness,  and  familiarity ;  it  encourages  faith, 
hope,  and  watchfulness;  and  is  sure  to  ease  the 
mind  of  clogs  and  encumbrances  sooner  or  later. 
It  is  sowing  to  the  Spirit,  or  complying  with  his 
dictates,  who  is  himself  a  Spirit  of  supplication. 

I  hope  my  dear  friend  will  not  negldct  this  sin- 
gular benefit  blessing,  and  privilege,  being  per- 


suaded  that  your  soul  at  times  has  beeti  disarmed 
and  disburdened  of  it9  fears  and  torments,  and  that 
your  concepti<)ns  of  the  Almighty,  as- reconciled 
in  Christ,  have  been  conceptions  of  his  mercy, 
pity  and  corApassion;  and^  fhe^  have  at  time* 
bfuAibled,  softened,  and  sweetened  thy  spirit  j 
which  has  excited  self-loathing,  humility,  meek- 
nfess,  and  compunction :  and  these  operations  and 
influences  are  of  a  gospel  or  evangelical  nature, 
arid'  are  attended  AV'ith  filial,  not  slavish  fear; 
they  soften  the  heart,  instead  of  hardening  it; 
endear  God  to  us,  insteiad  of  deterring  us  from 
Him;  promote  gratitude  to  him,  instead  of  leav* 
ing  us  dry  and  barren  before  him ;  and  arc  the 
effects  of  love,  and  not  of  carnal  enfnity. 

These  sweet  operations  are  called  alluring, 
drawing,  leading,  and  comforting  us,  and  suc- 
ceed tlic  legal  bondage  that  makes  us  feel  the 
yoke  of  the  law*,  the  weight  of  sin,  and  a  sensci 
of  Gbd^st  anger;  upon  which  change  the 
c'hin-ch  expresses  herself  thus;  "Thou  wast 
angry  with  me,  but  thine  anger  is  turned  away, 
akd'thou  cortifortest  me."  And  so  it  is  now; 
those  tfiat  sAare  in  the  sufferings  shall  also  share 
ia  the  consolations ;  as  one  abounds,  so  abounds 
the  dth^r:  **  the  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitter-' 

ness,^*  and  the  joys  also  are  all  our  own. 

.» 

God  bless  thee !  My  love  to  all. 

T^B  PoCTOft. 

Jt  2 
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GCXXXV. 

Dec,  15, 1807. 

JVlv  clear  friend's  epistle  came  safe.  Of  this 
be  assured,  that  God  does  not  afflict  willingly, 

• 

nor  take  pleasure  in  the  grief  of  the  children  of 
men.  He  will  bring  us  off  from  all  confidence  in 
the  flesh;  he  will  empty  us  of  self,  and  not 
suffer  us  to  settle  upon  our  own  lees,  which  are 
the  dregs  and  corruptions  of  nature,  that  cleave 
to  every  vessel  of  mercy :  and  he  will  hide  pride, 
from  our  eyes.  Exercises  of  soul  employ  our 
minds,  and  keep  us  from  feeding  upon  tliat 
vanity  which  amuses  those  that  are  at  ease. 

Trials  make  the  soul  attentive,  watchful^  and 
observant;  they  keep  the  mind  lowly,  the  spirit 
meek,  and  the  conscience  tender;  they  promote 
appetite,  and  make  every  bitter  thing  sweet: 
while  every  respite,  every  enlargement  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  every  answer  to  prayer,  every 
supporting  word  and  smiling  providence,,  every 
delivering  mercy  and  heavenly  smile,  every 
cheering  ray   and  transient  visit,  become  the 
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delightful  food  of  faith,  which  strengthens  and 
enlivens  our  graces;  and  the  exercise  of  these 
enriches,  ennobles,  and  animates  the  soul, 
and  keeps  it  lively,  fat,  and  flourishing:  and 
souls  in  ^  such  circumstances  have  fervour  in 
their  prayers,  joy  in  their  praises,  and  g^ti- 
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tude  in  their  thank  offerings:  their  hearts 
warm  their  ^vbr(]s^  and  they  ascend  like  flames 
from  off  the  altar,  or  like  dew  exhaled  by  the 
morning  sun. 

Fanny,  keep  Christ  Jesus  and  conscience 
together  if  possible :  let  these  enjoy  each  other 
in  peaq^i  quietude^  tranquillity,  and  friendship; 
for,  when  Christ  the  bridegroom  is  head  and 
chief  in  the  affections,  and  reigns  as  prince  of 
peace  in  the  conscience;  when  his  law  of  faith 
js  all  and  all  in  our  minds,  and  his  approbation 
our  sole  and  whole  delight;  then  we  travel  on 
manfully,  and  take  the  earnest  of  t;he  future 
inheritance,  and  the  first  fruits  of  the  glorious 
harvest,  with  us.  We  must  feel  after  him  in 
every  faculty  of  our  souls,  in  every  grace  of  the 
heart,  and  to  direct  us  in  all  our  dubious  bait- 
ings and  doubtful  steps;  in  all  oiir  ways  we 
must  acknowledge  him,  for  he  establishes  our 
thoughts  and  directs  our  steps;   and  nothing 

'  under  heaven  encourages,  strengthens,  or  en- 
livens faith  so  much  as  a  clear  conscience.  Guilt 
contracted  here,  or  conscience  hardened  by  sin, 
will  make   the  strongest  saint  under  heaven 

•  halt,  stagger;  and  stumble. 

Ybtt  never  sent  me  word  how  your  sister 
goes  on,  nor  how  the  other  young  lady  is.  My 
love  to  them  and  your  sister  B. 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


US 


CCXXXVL 

Oct  9,  1611. 

I  vcsr  tdl  old  Sarah  that  I  have  been  con- 
:j|i0£  hj  illness  for  eight  days,  and  am  but  weajc 
Tfifrnr^  Not  a  little  exercised  with  the  rheuma- 
tiBi$»V  cnunp,  and  a  pain  in  my  side.  Old  age  is 
liiXe  old  Sarah,  full  of  complaints.  But  let  us 
9i^  forget  the  healing  balm,  and  the  great  Pbj« 
:^vrt4Q;  for  he  is  our  saving  health,  and  our  eter* 
9^1  life*  Were  it  not  for  this  hope  I  should  die 
^>  both  worlds^ — hate  this,  and  despair  of  the 
H^her,  But  our  God  is  our  home,  our  duxlUng 
^ce,  our  rest,  and  our  refuge.  Here  we  have 
9^>  certain  dwelling  place,  this  is  not  our  rest, 
4i\m1  we  must  be  content  to  be  strangers  and  pil- 
£viu>s  in  it:  and  even  then  no  thanks  to  us;  for 
\kY  are  prone  to  nestle,  contrive  scheme,  plot, 
sNxllect  materials,  and  build  many  imaginary 
ip^>ansions,  where  we  promise  ourselves  both 
te&t  and  quietude,  peace  and  much  enjoyment 
:\ud  how  angry  are  we  when  the  frowns  of 
jKrovidcnce  knock  these  airy  fabrics  about  our 
<ais !  It  is,  however,,  in  vain  for  us  to  write 
substance  where  God  has  written  vanitv. 

Few  master  builders  have  erected  more 
eastles  in  the  air  than  I  have;  and  it  has  vexed 
me  not  a  little  to  see  a  work  of  time  demolished 
;q  an  hour.    But  it  is  no  wonder,  seeing  Satan 
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m  hoth  architect  and  aurveyor;  atid  wo  Jihoit 
that  Cbriat  va»^  manifest  in  the  flesh  to  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil.  If  we  do  not  seek  wt 
peace  and  make  up  our  happiness  in  Christ 
Jesus,  he  will  not  sulBer  us  ever  to  find  it  else- 
where.  He  is,  however,  not  less  kind  when  he 
forlAds  the  bans  between  us  and  this  world,  than 
he  is  when  he  wooes  us  to  himself*  being  a  jea* 
lous  lover,  who  will  have  no  rivals  in  his  be* 
loved.  If  we  never  provoke  him,  ho  will  not 
provoke  us;  for,  though  he  visits  sin  with  a 
rod,  and  iniquities  with  stripes,  yet,  no  sin,  no 
rods. 

I  am  filled  with  evil  things  within,  and  the 
same  compass  me  without,  and  yet  I  know  that 
all  things  work  for  my  good.  The  daily  cross 
attends  Christ's  way,  and  the  crown  is  at  the 
end;  which  is  the  thing  we  must  look  at,  though 
it  is  a  thing  not  seen :  but,  if  we  are  in  the  path 
of  tribulation,  and  once  or  twice  a  week  in  the 
.  furnace  of  affliction,  carrying  the  cross  and 
denying  ourselves  daily ;  plagued  with  the 
world,  harassed  by  Satan,  sick  of  self,  and 
scolding  at  Tom,  things  go  on  tolerably  well; 
and  there  is  no  danger  of  the  rickets,  no  fear  of 
ease  in  Zion,  nor  any  likelihood  of  settling  op 
our  lees;  nor  can  we  say  of  sucb|  tl^t  they 
have  no  changes,  for  changes  and  w*ar  are 
against  them.  In  these  things  is  the  life  of  our 
spirit;  we  n^ust  beg  or  starve,  hope  or  despair, 
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lielieve  or  let  go,  press  on  or  go  back;  an^ 
though,  our  comforts  are  small,  tfitr  life  is  great; 
little  joy,  but  much  strength.  These  things  are 
.Yiot  food,  but  physic ;  not  pdatable,  but  profit^ 
able;  not  to  cloy  the  stomach,  but  to  promote 
appetite,  and  help  digestion.  But  such  doctors 
are  called  physicians  of  no  value,  and  miserable 
comforters,  unless  they  bring  caudle. — Caudle 
will  not  do  for  them  that  are  old  in  sin^  and  stiff 
In  the  neck. 

My  kind  love  to  all  friends. 

Q.  IN  THE  CORNER. 


CCXXXVII. 

P£AR  FRIENDS, 

1  HAVE  of  late  been  a  man  of  business  in  the 
worst  sense.  We  have  been  looking  out  for  a 
piece  of  ground  till  the  fine  weather  is  gone, 
and  now  a  spot  presents  itself.  But  there  has ' 
been  no  small  stir  among  those  who  undertook 
the  erection  of  the  chapel  and  those  who  op- 
posed. It  is,  however,  at  length  settled,  and 
•we  are  going  on  with  the  building.  I  have  had 
notice,  likewise,  to  quit  my  house  next  Lady 
Day,  and  have  therefore  a  new  habitation  to 
seek:  so  that  I  have  plenty  of  work  in  my  old 
age.  But  I  bless  God  for  burning  down  the 
chapel;  I  thank  him  for  turning  me  out  of  this 
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house;  and  I  bless  him  for  all  the  plague,  trou- 
ble, and  opposition  we  meet  with  in  the  new 
chapel;  for,  if  we  were  of  the  world,  and  of 
old  Adam's  family,  and  were  the  favourites  of 
Satan,  we  should  be  sure  to  have  both  wind  and 
'tide  in  our  favour:  but,  as  this  is  not  the  case, 
we  must  row  hard  to  bring  to  land,  for  Satan  is 
sure  to  make  the  sea  work,  and  spurn  tempest^ 
uously  against  us;  the  oiience  of  the  cross,  and 
the  benefits  of  the  cross,  are  sure  to  work  toge- 
ther; every  conflict  makes  me  sick  of  the  world, 
dead  to  it,  and  alive  to  the  better  and  more  en- 
during substance. 

Several  of  our  great  money-holders  and 
money-circulators  have  of  late  destroyed  them- 
selves. How  little  concern  does  God  shew  for 
these?  But  he  has  not,  will  not,  pat  us  off  with 
a  portion  in  this  life ;  he  has  prepared  a  kingdom 
for  us,  and  be  will  prepare  us  for  that  kingdom. 
Every  cross  stirs  up  evil  corruptions  and  evil 
tempers,  which  makes  us  sick  of  self,  and  drive 
us  from  all  confidence  in  the  flesh:  and  the 
more  we  know  of  self,  the  more  evangelical  we 
are.  No  roan  that  knows  his  own  heart  can  be 
an  Arminian. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  all  for  your  kindness 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  and  to  myself,  who  la- 
bour in  it.  My  most  sincere  love  and  respects 
to  all  that  love  our  dear  Lord.  Uame  joins  also. 

W-  H.  S.  S. 
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ccxxxviir. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

\y  ;e  were  mvcb  comforted  at  the  agreeable 
tidings  of  the  hopeful  departure  of  your  daugh- 
Jer.  She  that  was  the  ixiost  ajSlicted,  and  the 
tDost  to  be  pitied,  is  now  the  most  happy.  Thi^ 
is  the  end  the  Almighty  had  in  view  from  all 
eternity;  these  were  the  secret  thoughts  of  his 
.heart,  which  ^tand  fast  to  a  thousand  genera- 
tions; "thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  t^ 
give  us  an  expected  end."  She  is  taken,  as 
Josiah  was,  from  the  evil,  before  Zion's  cala- 
mitjes  come  on,,  which  the  popish  party  arc 
labouring  so  hard  to  bring  about.  .  It  is  often 
the  case  with  souls  in  legal  bondage;  their 
hearts  are  contracted,'  and  they  keep  their 
mouths  as  it  were  with  a  bridle,  pondering^, 
weighing,  and  meditating;  feeling  and  watch* 
ing,  longing  and  working:  but,  when  they  com,e 
to  turn  their  face  to  the  wall,  like  Hezekiab, 
then  they  pour  it  out;  the  leaven  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal  discovers  itself,  and  the  bread 
cast  upon  the  waters  is  found  after  many  iiays. 
Deep  distress  makes  them  speak,  that  they 
may  be  eased ;  and,  when  the  old  lees  of  legal 
leaven'  are  poured  forth,  the  clearer  streams  of 
living  water  flow  out. 


I  was  glad  at  my  heart  to  hear  of  God's^ 
goodness  to  the  aifiicted  youn^  woman.  Ues;^ 
we  see  the  divine  faithfuipess ;  '*  the  needy 
shall  not  always  be  forgotten;"  **  they  shall  npt 
be  ashained  that  wa^it  for  me/'  3le$sed  be  Qo^f 
I  have  gr<eat  success  in  pur  new  chapel.  God 
gives  testimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace;  it 
runs,  and  is  gloried-  It  is  a  guest  chamber  ip 
somey  a  banqueting  house  to  others,  a  wedding 
chamber  to  a  few,  and  a  nursery  to  many*  Qo^ 
fills  it;  and,  when  the  Lord  shall  write  up  tlije 
people,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  said  tibu^t 
**  this  and  that  man  was  born  there." 

« 

I  beg  my  kind  love  t^  Mr.  and  Mrs,  T. 
Mr.  N.  Mrs.  S.  and  the  young  folks,  and  to  ajl 
that  love  our  dearly  belOved  and  ever  loving 
Lord.  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  ypu 
all;  so  prays 

The  CpALnEAVER,  S.S*^ 


CCXXXIX. 

To  my  dear  friend,  greeting. 

JDiviNE  life  in  the  sinner's  soul  is  a  most 
powerful,  qnickening,  energetic  principle;  its 
first  and  chief  seat  is  conscience :  to  this  Paul 
first  appeals  in  God's  sight ;  "  We  appeal  to 
every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God,'* 
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Light  aw^akens  and  illuminates,  truth  informs, 
and  life  animates  conscietfce,  ami  sets  him  to 
work.  And  this  umpire,  this  wakeful  watch- 
man of  the  night,  will  be  the  first  in  the  camp 
that  will  take  a  nap ;  **  I  sleep,"  says  the  spouse^ 
"  but  my  heart  (or  conscience)  waketh."  He 
sends  all  his  complaints  and  charges  to  the 
'other  powers:  and  all  that  faith  and  prayer 
bring  in,  conscience  feeds  upon ;  and,  when  he 
is  satisfied  and  well  pleased,  he  sends  all  the 
overplus  up  intp  the  mind  and  affections ;  "  Our 
rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science." 

These  things  I  watch,  and  often  discover 
something  new;  and  I  find  that  the  proper  seat 
of  pardon  and  peace,  a  good  hope  and  the  Spirit's 
witness,  is  there.  When  conscience  is  awake 
and  at  work,  carnal  ease  and  the  sleep  of  death 
are  abolished ;  when  it  is  purged,  the  sting  of 
death  is  gone ;  when  the  sentence  of  justifica- 
tion attends  believing,  the  sentence  of  the  law 
is  gone;  and,  when  the  Spirit  bears  his  witness, 
the  accusations  of  sin  and  Satan  are  gone.  God 
makes  just;  who  can  condemn? 

I  long  to  be  at  home.    God  bless  the  little 

scrapi 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCXL. 


Grace>  mercy,  and  peaces  be  to  my  little  Scrap. 

XESTERDiiY  noon  her  epistle  arrived;  by  which 
I  am  gkd  to  find  that  her  near  and  dear  friend 
magnifies  its  office,  and  reproves  and  rebukes 
with  aJl  authority.  Under.  God,  conscience  is 
chief  magistrate,  umpire,  and  controller;  and^ 
the  Almighty  has  set  up  this  monitor  in  our 
awn  hearts  to  check  us  when  we  do  wrong ;  to 
reproach  and  put  us  to  shame  when  we  offend 
God ;  and  it  will  be  at  peace^  with  U9  if  we 
offend  not.  .  God  shews  his  approba|;ion  or  dis* 
like  by  these  in.ward  workings,  which  make  us 
feel  quietude  when  we  walk  uprightly,  aud 
disquietude  when  we  carjy  ourselves  frowardly 
or  perversely.  Hence  the  scriptures,  inform 
us  that  God  is  "  not  far  from  every  one  of  us, 
if  haply  we  might  feel  after  him,  and  find  him." 
I  dpubt  not. but  you  will  find  plenty  of  enemies 
to  pardon,  but  few  to  refer  to,  to  second,  or 
to  help  conscience  in  the  execution  of  his 
office ;  many  to  please  the  flesh,  and  to  nurse 
your  consequence;  but  not  one,  as  David  says, 
that  will  care  for  your  soul ;  Satan  may  have 
that 
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But  I  trust  you  have  light  to  see  your  friendd 
firom  your  foes,  and  to  distinguish  betwe<^n  the 
servants  of  God  and  those  of  Satan :  and  it  is 
my  earnest  prayer  that  my  beloved  may  re- 
member her  Creator  now  in  the  days  of  her 
youth,  ^  before  the  evil  days  come  on,  and  the 
years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have 
no  pleasure  in  them."  God's  hand  is  to  be 
known  towards  his  servanits,  and  his  indigna^ 
tion  towards  his  enemies ;  and,  if  we  wateh 
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amd  obserre,  we  shaU  see  this:  hence  it  is  itiid, 
'<  God  is  kttowti  by  the  judgmentis^  whi^h  he^ 

esecuOieth.'' 

'  I  preached  last  night,  aaul  had  nfany  t)»^hear^ 
although  in-  the  midst  of  harvest  J  was  brought 
through  with  a  high  hand,  and  I  hope  for  goo4 
success  through  the  mtircy  of  my  God,  for  my 
k^art  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  with  me.  God^ 
lor  ev^r  bless,  preserve,  and  keep,  my  dear  little 
dne !  So  prays  her 

AtftctUmBitt  and  faithful*  friend^ 


W.  B.  S.S; 
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CCXLL 

>  To  my  Mttle  Fi'iehd  add  Companion  ia  the  Lord, 
grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  Jesus 
CbfUt* 

I  WOULD  not  have  my  little  dear  think  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  real  religion  but 
bondage,  fear,  distress,  misery,  and  tormenting 
thoughts ;  all  these  spring  from  the  evils  of  ouf 
nature,  and  from  the  sins  we  commit.  Jesus 
Christ,  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour,  does  not 
bring  any  thing  of  this  sort  to  us.  He  searched 
bur  hearts,  and  makes  us  sensible  of  these  evils, 

• 

that  we  may  feel  our  need  of  him,  seek  him, 
and  call  upon  him,  that  we  may  obtain  pardoxl 
and  grace,  and  his  Holy  Spirit  *  to  guide,  to 
cleanse,  and  to  comfort  us.  He  came  iqto  thi^ 
world  to  do  these  things  for  us.  And  ftell 
you,  in  the  Lord's  name,  that  you  will  ere  fong 
find  that  the  Lord  himself  will  speak  comfordng 
and  encouraging  words,  even  to  your  own  hear^ 
which  will  astonish  you;  and  sometimes  such 
divine  light  will  shine  into  your  soul,  and  give 
yoti  such  understanding  in  his  word,  a^  w3l 
make  you  a  wonder  to  yourself.  At  otheir  timat 
you  will  find  great  liberty  of  speech  at  prayer; 
words  will  flow  in,  and  you  will  find  freedom^ 
boldness,  energy  and  power^  with  him.     At 
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ccxxxvm,  , 

MY  DEAft  FRIEND, 

W jE  were  tomcU  coinfortf d  at  the  agreeable 
tidings  of  the  hopeful  departure  of  your  daugl)- 
jber.  Shp  that  was  the  most  afflicted,  and  the 
ti>ost  to  be  pitied,  is  now  the  most  happy.  This 
is  the  end  the  Almighty  had  in  view  from  all 
eternity;  these  were  the  secret  thoughts  of  his 
.hearty  which  ^tand  fast  to  a  thousand  genera- 
tions; ^^  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  Cp 
give  us  an  expected  end."  She  is  taken,  as 
Josiah  was,  from  the  evil,  before  Zion's  cal;^- 
mities  come  onV  which  the  popish  party  ase 
labouring  so  hard  to  bring  about  .  It  is  oftea 
the  case  with  souls  in  legal  bondage;  their 
hearts  are  contracted,  and  they  keep  their 
mouths  as  it  were  with  a  bridle,  pondering^, 
weighing,  and  meditating;  feeling  and  watch- 
ing, longing  and  working:  but,  when  they  com.e 
to  turn  their  face  to  the  wall,  like  Hezekiab, 
then  they  pour  it  out;  the  leaven  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal  discovers  itself,  and  the  bread 
cast  upon  the  waters  is  found  after  many  days. 
Deep  distress  makes  them  speak,  that  they 
may  be  eased ;  and,  when  the  old  lees  of  legal 
leaven  are  poured  forth,  the  clearer  streams  of 
living  water  flow  out. 
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I  was  glad  at  my  heai-t  to  hear  of  God'^i 
goodness  to  the  afflicted  youp^  wc^nan.  Hecp 
-we  see  the  divine  faithfulness;  ^*  the  needy 
shall  not  always  he  forgotten;"  "they  shall  npt 
be  ashamed  that  wait  for  me/'  3Lessed  be  Godt 
I  have  gr^at  success  in  pur  xxem  chapel.  God- 
gives  testimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace;  it 
runs,  and  is  gloried.  It  is  a  guest  chamber  tp 
some,  a  banqueting  house  to  others,  a  wedding 
chamber  to  a  few,  and  a  nursery  to  many.  Qod 
fills  it;  and,  when  the  Lord  shall  write  up  ihp 
people^  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  said  ths^t 
^*  this  and  that  man  was  born  there." 

I  beg  my  kind  love  t^  Mr.  and  Mrs,  T. 
Mr.  N.  Mrs.  S.  and  the  young  folks,  and  to  all 
that  love  our  dearly  bel<)ved  and  ever  Ipviqg 
Lord.  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  you 
all;  so  prays 

The  Cpalheaver,  S.  S» 


CCXXXIX. 

To  my  dear  friend,  greeting. 

Divine  life  in  the  sinner's  soul  is  a  most 
powerful,  quickening,  energetic  principle;  its 
first  and  chief  seat  is  conscience :  to  this  Paul 
first  appeals  in  God's  sight ;  *'  We  appeal  to 
every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.'^ 


124 

Light  awaken)  and  iltuminates,  truth  informs, 
and  life  animates  conscieifce,  and  sets  him  to 
'work.  And  this  umpire,  this -wakeful  watch- 
man of  the  night,  will  be  the  first  in  the  camp 
that  will  take  a  nap ;  "  I  sleep,"  says  the  spouse, 
"  but  my  heart  (or  conscience)  waketh."  He 
sends  all  his  complaints  and  charges  to  the 
'other  powers:  and  all  that  faith  and  prayer 
bring  in,  conscience  feeds  upon ;  and,  when  he 
is  satisfied  and  well  pleased,  he  sends  all  the 
overplus  up  intp  the  mind  and  affections ;  "  Our 
rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science." 

These  things  I  watch,  and  often  discover 
something  new;  and  I  find  that  the  proper  seat 
of  pardon  and  peace,  a  good  hope  and  the  Spirit's 
witness,  is  there.  When  conscience  is  awake 
and  at  work,  carnal  ease  and  the  sleep  of  death 
are  abolished ;  when  it  is  purged,  the  sting  of 
death  is  gone;  when  the  sentence  of  justifica- 
tion attends  believing,  the  sentence  of  the  law 
is  gone;  and,  when  the  Spirit  bears  his  witness, 
the  accusations  of  sin  and  Satan  arc  gone.  God 
makes  just;  who  can  condemn? 

I  long  to  be  at  home.  God  bless  the  little 
scrapi 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCXL. 


GracCj  mercy,  and  peacei  be  to  my  little  Scrap. 

XESTERDAT  noon  her  epistle  arrived;  by  which 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  her  near  and  dear  friend 
magnifies  its  office,  and  reproves  and  rebukes 
with  all  authority.  Under.  God,  conscience  is 
chief  magistrate,  umpire,  and  controller;  and* 
the  Almighty  has  set  up  this  monitor  in  our 
own  hearts  to  check  us  when  we  do  wrong ;  to 
reproach  and  put  us  to  shame  when  we  offend 
God ;  and  it  will  be  at  peace^  with  U9  if  we 
oficnd  not.  .  God  shews  his  approbal^ion  or  dis« 
like  by  these  inward  workings,  which  make  us 
feel  quietude  when  we  walk  uprightly,  and 
disquietude  when  we  carry  ourselves  frowardly 
or  perversely.  Hence  the  scriptures,  inform 
us  that  God  is  ^^  not  far  from  every  one  of  us, 
if  haply  we  might  feel  after  him,  and  find  him.'' 
I  dpubt  not  but  you  will  find  plenty  of  enemies 
to  pardon,  but  few  to  refer  to,  to  second,  or 
to  help  conscience  in  the  execution  of  his 
office ;  many  to  please  the  flesh,  and  to  nurse 
your  consequence ;  but  not  one,  as  David  says, 
that  will  care  for  your  soul ;  Satan  may  have 
that 


But  I  trust  you  have  light  to  see  your  i^endd 
&om  your  foes,  and  to  distinguish  between  the 
servants  of  God  and  those  of  Satan :  and  it  is 
my  earnest  prayer  diat  my  beloved  may  re- 
member her  Creator  now  in  the  days  of  her 
youth,  ^  before  the  evil  days  come  on,  and  the 
years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have 
no  pleasure  ini  them."  God's  hand  b  to  be 
known  towsii^ds  his  servants,  and  his  indigna- 
tion towaids  bis  enemies;  and,  if  we  watch 
and  obsenre,  we  shall  see  this :  hence  it  is  ^id, 
^  God  is  known  by  the  judgmeDti»  which  he^ 
raecaceth/^ 

'  I  preached  last  night,  wad  had  niany  t^  hear^ 
although  in  the  midst  of  harvest.  I  was  brought 
tii^rottgh  with  a  high  hand,  and  I  hope  for  goo4 
success  through  the  mercy  of  my  God,  for  my 
heart  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  with  me.  God^ 
for  ever  bless,  preserve,  and  keep,  my  dear  little 
one !  So  prays  her 

Affectionate  aind  faittlfu(  ffieat^ 


W.  K.  S.Si 
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CCXLI. 

'  To  ikiy  Ktlle  Frieiid  add  Companion  in  the  Lord, 
grace  and  pa^ce  be  with  thee  through  JesM 
Chfbt« 

I  WOULD  not  have  my  little  dear  think  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  real  reKgion  but 
bondage,  fear,  distress,  misery,  and  tormenting 
thoughts ;  ail  these  spring  from  the  evils  of  ouf 
nature,  and  from  the  sins  we  commit.  Jesus 
Christ,  our  dear  Lord  and*  Saviour,  does  not 
bring  any  thing  of  this  sort  to  us.  He  searches 
bur  hearts,  and  makes  us  sensible  of  these  evils,' 
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that  we  may  feel  our  need  of  him,  seek  him, 
and  call  upon  him,  that  we  may  obtain  pardon 
and  grace,  and  his  Holy  Spirit* to  guide,  to 
cleanse,  and  to  comfort  us.  He  came  iqto  this 
world  to  do  these  things  for  us;  And  Jtctf 
you,  in  the  Lord's  name,  that  you  will  ere  long 
find  that  the  Lord  himself  will  speak  comforting 
and  encouraging  words,  even  to  your  own  hear^ 
which  will  astonish  you;  and  sometimes  suoh 
divine  light  will  shine  into  your  soul,  and  give 
yoti  such  understanding  in  his  word,  w  wSl 
make  you  a  wonder  to  yourself.  At  otfaeir  timm 
you  will  find  great  liberty  of  speech  at  prayer; 
words  will  flow  in,  and  you  will  find  freedom^ 
boldness,  energy  and  power^  with  him.     At 
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God  of  Israel.  He  works  in  all  his  children  to 
will  and  to  do ;  to  choose  the  object  willed,  and 
to  believe  in  the  object  the  will  has  chosen; 
and,  when  this  is  done,  light  imperceptibly 
springs  up ;  in  the  word  preached  it  is  disco- 
vered; and  in  this  light  the  object  chosen  ap* 
pears  beautiful,  amiable,  suitable,  and  precious. 
*^  He  that  believeth  in  me  shall  not  abide  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life/*  In 
these  views,  his  most  distant  approaches,  his 
footsteps,  his  utmost  skirts,  are  ravishing  and 
precious :  his  words  are  sweet ;  but  the  full  blaze 
of  his  countenance,  and  the  flaming  love  of  his 
heart,  carry  all  before  them.  However,  let  us 
follow  on  to  seek  him  and  to  know  him,  and 
he  must  come  to  us  as  the  early  and  latter  rain 
upon  the  earth ;  he  must  shew  himself,  and  ma- 
fif fesl  himself  to  us,  as  he  has  promised  it ;  nor 
shall  the  devil  and  unbelief>  combined  together, 
ever  make  him  a  liar.  He  leaves  us  not  without 
a  witness,  nor  without  tokens  for  good ;  he  is 
"  near  to  us  in  all  that  we  call  upon  him  for," 
and  these  are  the  effects  of  his  approbation. 

I  shall  add  my  poor  petitions  without  ceasing, 
and  conclude. 

Most  affectionately  yours  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S- 
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CCXLII. 


TO   MT    X.1TTLB    ONE. 


Gtracb  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  Jesus 
Christ,  the  friend,  the  lover,  and  the  Saviour 
of  sensible  and  needy  sinners.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  tliat  you  had  felt  some  peace  of  mind,  and 
some  little  rejoicings  of  hope,  since  you  left 
us.  The  Lord  does  hear  and  answer  prayer,  for 
^*  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight; "  and 
they  are  upright  M'ho  love  the  Lord  and  hate 
eviL  All  that  seek  him  shall  find  him,  for  he 
will  manifest  himself  to  them  that  fear  his  name; 
and  they  shall  be  enlightened  to  see  him,  quickr 
ened  to  feel  him,  and  enlarged  to  love  him,  and 
be  blessed,  so  as  to  delight  in  him«  They  shall 
see  his  kindness  in  answering  their  prayers ;  his 
faithfulness  will  appear  in  continual  deliver- 
ances, which  they  shall  behold ;  and  they  shall 
know  his  love  by  the  comforts  he  gives  them. 
And  sure  I  am  that  my  dear  little  one  shall 
know  and  enjoy  all  these  things ;  for  God  says, 
"  My  people  shall  know  my  name ;"  they  shall 
be  tall  taught  of  God,  and  he  will  cleanse  them 
from  all  their  sins,  whereby  they  shall  know 
)iim. 

Whether  in  old  or  young,  grace  will  bow 
the  mind,  and  bend  the  will  towards  the  Lord 

VOL.  II.  K 


Light  aw^akeni  and  illuminates,  truth  infomi8| 
and  life  animates  conscieifce,  and  sets  him  to 
work.  And  this  umpire,  this -wakeful  watch- 
man of  the  night,  will  be  the  first  in  the  camp 
that  will  take  a  nap ;  **  I  sleep,"  says  the  spouse, 
**  but  my  heart  (or  conscience)  waketh."  He 
sends  all  his  complaints  and  charges  to  the 
'other  powers:  and  all  that  faith  arid  prayer 
bring  in,  conscience  feeds  upon ;  and,  when  he 
is  satisfied  and  well  pleased,  he  sends  all  the 
overplus  up  intp  the  mind  and  affections ;  "  Our 
rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science." 

These  things  I  watch,  and  often  discover 
something  new;  and  I  find  that  the  proper  seat 
of  pardon  and  peace,  a  good  hope  and  the  Spirit*s 
witness,  is  there.  When  conscience  is  awake 
and  at  work,  carnal  ease  and  the  sleep  of  death 
are  abolished ;  when  it  is  purged,  the  sting  of 
death  is  gone ;  when  the  sentence  of  justifica- 
tion attends  believing,  the  sentence  of  the  law 
is  gone;  and,  when  the  Spirit  bears  his  witness, 
the  accusations  of  sin  and  Satan  are  gone.  God 
makes  just;  who  can  condemn? 

I  long  to  be  at  home.    God  bless  the  little 

scrap. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCXL. 

i 

Grace^  mercyi  and  peacei  be  to  my  little  Scrap. 

X  £ST£RDAT  noon  her  epistle  arrived;  by  which 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  her  near  and  dear  friend 
magnifies  its  office,  and  reproves  and  rebukes 
with  all  authority.  Under  God,  conscience  is 
chief  magistrate,  umpire,  and  controller;  and' 
the  Ahnighty  has  set  up  this  monitor  in  our 
own  hearts  to  check  us  when  we  do  wrong ;  to 
reproach  and  put  us  to  shame  when  we  offend 
God ;  and  it  will  be  at  peace^  with  U3  if  we 
offend  not.  .  God  shews  his  approbal^ion  or  dis- 
like by  these  in.ward  workings,  which  make  us 
feel  quietude  when  we  walk  uprightly,  and 
disquietude  when  we  carry  ourselves  frowardly 
or  perversely.  Hence  the  scriptures,  inform 
us  that  God  is  "  not  far  from  every  one  of  us, 
if  haply  we  might  feel  after  him,  and  find  him." 
I  dpubt  not  but  you  will  find  plenty  of  enemies 
to  pardon,  but  few  to  refer  to,  to  second,  or 
to  help  conscience  in  the  execution  of  his 
office ;  many  to  please  the  flesh,  and  to  nurse 
your  consequence;  but  not  one,  as  David  says, 
that  will  care  for  your  soul ;  Satan  may  have 
that 


But  I  trust  you  have  light  to  see  your  fnendd 
firom  your  foes,  and  to  distinguish  between  the 
servants  of  God  and  those  of  Satan :  and  it  is 
my  earnest  prayer  that  my  beloved  may  re- 
member her  Creator  now  in  the  days  of  her 
youth,  **  before  the*  evil  days  come  on,  and  the 
years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  slialt  say,  I  have 
no  pleasure  ini  them."  God's  hand  is  to  be 
known  towards  his  servants,  and  his  indigna- 
tion towards  his  enemies ;  and,  if  we  watch 
and  obserre,  we  shaH  see  this :  hetice  it  is  ifiiid, 
<<  God  is  known  by  the  judgmen1»  which  he 
eitecutieth." 

I  preached  last  night,  wad  had  niany  t^hear^ 
allliough  in>  the  midst  of  harvest  J  was  brought 
though  with  a  high  hand,  and  I  hope  for  goo4 
snccciss  through  the  mercy  of  my  God^  for  my 
l^art  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  witii  me.  God- 
lor  ever  bless,  preserve,  and  keep,  my  dear  little 
<me !  So  prays  her 

m 

Affectionate  and  faithful  ffteacl, 

W.  B.S.St 
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CCXLI. 

'  To  my  Ktlle  Fi'ieiid  add  Companion  in  the  Lord, 
grace  and  pooce  be. with  thee  through  Jeiw 
Christ* 

1  WOULD  not  have  my  little  dear  think  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  real  religion  but 
bondage,  festr,  distress,  misery,  and  tormenting 
thoughts;  all  these  spring  from  the  evils  of  ouf 
nature,  and  from  the  sins  we  commit.  Jesus 
Christ,  our  dear  Lord  and*  Saviour,  does  not 
bring  any  thing  of  this  sort  to  us.  He  searches 
bur  hearts,  and  makes  us  sensible  of  these  evilsi 
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that  we  may  feel  our  need  of  him,  seek  him, 
and  call  upon  him,  that  we  may  obtain  pardoil 
and  grace,  and  his  Holy  Spirit  "to  guide,  to 
cleanse,  and  to  comfort  us.  He  came  iqto  thi^ 
world  to  do  these  things  for  us;  And  f  teUf 
you,  in  the  Lord's  name,  that  you  will  ere  long 
find  that  the  Lord  himself  will  speak  comforting 
and  encouraging  words,  even  to  your  own  heart; 
which  will  astonish  you;  and  sometimes  $uch 
divine  light  will  shine  into  your  soul,  and  give 
yoti  such  understanding  in  his  word,  lat  wfll 
make  you  a  wonder  to  yourself.  At  otber  tinaet 
you  will  find  great  liberty  of  speech  at  prayer ; 
words  will  flow  in,  and  you  will  find  freedom, 
boldness,  energy  and  power^  with  him.     At 
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irished  to  get  into  the  country ;  and  at  last  haver 
procured  a  curate,  and  am  going  next  week,  if 
the  Lord  permit,  to  see  our  friends  at  Bolney, 
who  are  very  low,  doubting  whether  I  shall 
come  at  alh 

You  mentioned,  when  at  my  Iiouse,  that  you 
purposed  to  go  to  your  little  retreat  at  Hamp- 
stead  this  summer.  Should  you  be  there  when 
I  return,  I  will,  if  possible,  one  day  dine  with 
you,  that  we  may  talk  over  our  infirmities,  for 
they  are,  or  will  soon  be,  many.  But  hope  helps 
to  cool  all  fevers,  and  looks  beyond  all  calami* 
lies, to  that  country,  where  the  inhabitants  shall 
no  more  say,  "  I  am  sick."  Take  away  hope, 
and  all  is  a  blank.  But  faith  eyes  the  prize,  and 
hope  expects  the  reward,  and  the  effects  of  our 
high  calling;  and  sure  I  am  that  a  faithful  God 
will  never  deceive  his  own  faith,  nor  disappoint 
his  own  hope. 

Tender  my  best  respects  and  best  wishes  to 
the  good  man  of  the  house,  and  to  the  little 
captive  maid  out  of  the  land  of  Judah ;  so  con- 
cludes, 

W.  H.  S.  S, 
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ccxLvr. 

Jan.  2^  1800. 

My  dearly  beloved  Friends  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  unto  you. 

Christmas  is  now  past,  and  new  year's  day  is 
at  hand;  I  therefore  wish  you  a  happy  new 
year.  The  Lord  has  created  a  new  thing  in  the 
earth — a  woman  has  compassed  a  man.  And 
with  this  new  thing  he  has  made  a  new  cove- 
nant, wherein  he  promises  to  give  us  a  new 
spirit,  and  a  new  heart,  and  that  we  shall  speak 
with  new  tongues^  and  walH  in  a  new  and  liv- 
ing way,  so  as  to  serve  him  in  newness  of  spirit 
and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter;  and  that 
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at  the  end  of  this  service  we  shall  inhabit  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth,  in  which  we  shall  see 
the  new  Jerusalem  coming  down  out  of  heaven 
from  God;  when  old  things  shall  pass  away, 
and  all  things  shall  become  new. 

About  the  beginning  of  December,  either 
thirty-two  or  thirty-three  years  ago,  under  the 
healing  rays  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  under 
the  charming  sound  of  the  jubile  trump,  and 
under  the  melting  flames  of  eternal  love,  I  came 
forth  into  a  world  of  spirits,  a  world  of  light, 
of  life,  and  of  liberty.  Upon  which  I  looked 
back,  and  looked  down,  upon  the  dark  valley, 
idismal  shadows,  and  doleful  darkness,  where  I 


140 

tlie  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus^  grieves  at 
the  sight  of  his  sufferings,  and  sorrows  after  him, 
while  she  leads  us  to  him  as  the .  proper  ob* 
ject  of  trust,  where  we  are  to  find  redress,  relief^ 
succour,  and  sympathy :  hope  then  leans  the 
same  way  in  our  longings  and  expectations  both 
of  grace  and  glory ;  and,  when  love  reigns,  it 
leaves  and  loathes  self,  and  has  neither  pity  nor 
compassion  for  self,  but  for  a  suffering  Saviour; 
for  love  to  him  produces  in  us  the  greatest  con- 
cern for  him,  and  for  his  honour. 

The  bread  of  life  produces  appetite;  and  the 
more  we  feed,  the  more  we  long  and  crave :  but, 
when  the  Bridegroom  withdraws,  andacompuU 
sive  fast  is  held,  the  devil  is  sure  to  set  the 
choicest  of  his  fare  before  our  face,  with  the 
glorious  felicity  of  those  who  are  in  carnal  secu- 
rity, dished  up  with  all  the  pleasures  of  sinful 
amusements;  while  we  labour  under  a  daily 
cross,  exposed  and  hung  up  to  the  contempt.of 
all  the  world,  and  often  lashed  and  scourged, 
deserted  and  forsaken,  by  the  very  friend,  God 
and  Lord,  whom  we  fear,  serve,  and  love.  But 
the  old  rascal  never  mentions  the  day  of  ac- 
counts, the  long  reckoning  which  is  to  come, 
the  chains  of  darkness,  nor  the  cup  of  God's  just 
indignation-  "When  he  speaketh  fair  believe 
him  not,  for  there  are  seven  abominations  in  his 
heart.**  But  Satan  has  many  allies  or  confede- 
rates in  us;  and  we  cannot  say  with  our  dear 
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Lord,  "  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  but 
he  hath  nothing  in  me."  However,  the  new 
man  has  got  as  many  members  as  the  old  one. — 
Faith  against  unbelief;  life  against  death;  hope 
against  despair;  light  against  darkness;  truth 
against  falsehood;  holiness  against  uncleanness; 
love  against  enmity;  a  will  to  do  good  against 
a  bent  to  evil;  patience  against  passion;  meek- 
ness against  impenitence;  humility  against  pride, 
and  compunction  against  rebellion.  And  every 
one  of  these  arc  felt  in  turn.  The  devil  heads 
the  one,  the  Lord  the  other.  Christ  is  the 
father  of  all  grace,  and  the  devH  of  all  corrup- 
tion. The  old  weather-beaten  doctor  sticks  to 
this,  for  Satan  and  I  have  often  disputed  the 
point;  we  have  wrestled,  struggled,  striven,  and 
fought,  both  up  and  down,  in  fair  play  and  foul. 
And  to  this  very  day  the  coalheaver  and  the 
kennel-raker,  the  devil  and  the  doctor,  are  sel- 
dom far  apart.  But  Zion's  King  for  <ver  reign^ 
and  our  Mediator  for  ever  lives. 

Love  to  Eliza,  her  mother,  and  all  the  house* 
hold. 
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ccxLvni. 

Jan.  iQ,  I8O7. 
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Xo  you  who  are  full  of  busioess,  hurry  scurry, 
running  one  over  another,  as  is  always  the  case 
when  I  come,  be  it  known  that  I  fare  better 
by  standing  still.  ^VTlie  government  shall  be 
upon  his  shoulders."'  Then  how  dare  you  take 
it  upon  your  own  ?  I  make  it  my  chief  business 
to. cast. my  cares  off,  but  you  to  take  them  on. 
"Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing;"  then  how 
can  you  hope  to  do  so  much?  Faith  can  heat 
the  oven,  boil  the  pot^  and  pay  the  meatman  i 
deny  it  if  you  can.  God  blesses  Zion*s  provii^ 
^ion,  and  satisfies  her  poor  with  bread;  which 
must  be  true  of  you,  who  can  send  off  twenty-four 
loaves  at  a  time,  while  many  prodigals  are  starr*' 
log  for  want.  Oh,  how  kind,  how  condescend*- 
ing,  how  tender,  how  compassionate,  is  the 
God  of  go^ds,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
]prds,  to  such  poor  helpless  worms  as  we! 
Never,  no  never  shall  we  know  the  greatness, 
nor  the  worth,  of  that  salvation  with  which  we 
are  saved,  till  we  see  ourselves  in  endless  glory, 
and  the  wicked  in  all  their  misery;  then  we 
shall  return,  and  discern  between  the  righteous 
and  the  w^icked;  between  light  and  darkness, 
life  and  death,  blessing  and  cursing,  and  be* 
tween  heaven  and  hell. 
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Seek  his  blessed  face,  my  dear  friends,  and 
feel  after  him  in  every  time  of  trouble,  for  he  is 
never  far  from  us.  Feel  after  him  in  the  affec- 
tions; he  calls  for  the  heart,  wherein  the  divine 
lover  dwells.  Feel  for  him  in  the  court  of  con- 
science; there  the  Prince  of  Peace  sways  his 
sceptre;  that  is  his  principality.  Feel  for  him 
in  the  understanding;  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness shines  there.  Feel  for  him  in  meditation ; 
"In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me 
thy  comforts  delight  my  soul.'*  And  feel  for 
him  on  his'throne:  he  sets  the  door  of  mercy 
open  before  us,  and  then  our  hearts  open ;  but 
when  that  seems  shut  our  hearts  and  mouths 
are  shut  also.  If  he  shines,  we  walk  abroad;  if 
he  wooes,  we  run ;  and>  if  he  hide^  his  face,  or 
turns  his  back,  then  (like  the  snail)  we  pull  ill 
our  horns,  creep  into  the  shell,  and  never  vcn* 
ture  abroad  again  till  the  dew  iklls,  or  the  suit 
shines.  And,  as  sure  as  we  crawl  in,  and  shut 
the  door,  then  comes  Satan,  and  sets  before  tL$ 
his  dishes  of  vanity;  for,  as  we  have  lost  tht 
Bridegroom,  and  ai*e  obliged  to  fast,  hehopesthat 
his  dainty  meats  will  meet  with  our  receptiqtt» 
«*  Eat,  drink,"  says  he;  but  his  heart  is  not  #tth 
us;  and  the  morsels  we  eat  we  must  vomit  up, 
and  lose  our  sweet  words;  for  instead  of  praises 
we  must  make  use  of  lamentations.  But  I 
must  have  done;  it  is  high  time  for  you  to  set 
spiinge.     Farewell. 

Thje  Doctob. 


lU 


CCXLIX. 

March  5,  1807« 

To  the  dearly  Beloved  of  my  Soal^your  venerable  sire, 
the  Coalheaver,  sendeth  greeting. 

Xuis  cold  weather  pinches  the  bones,  nerves, 
and  joints,  of  us  poor  invalids.  I  am  longing 
for  winter-quarters,  for  a  cessation  of  arms,  for 
half*pay  in  Chelsea  hospital,  or  for  a  pension  for 
life.  Some  few  weeks  ago  I  was  alive,  much 
^indulged,  much  enlarged,  frequently  visited; 
and  great  attention,  respect,  and  regard,  were 
paid  to  me;  insomuch  that  I  was  often  com* 
pelled  to  withdraw,  and  pour  out  the  abundant 
^pringings  and  overflowings  of  a  heart  made 
grateful  At  going  alone  to  bed  I  blessed  God; 
qn.my  pillow  I  wept  over  him;  my  heart  en- 
larged, and  I  embraced  him  with  the  firmest 
faith  ^nd  most  cordial  love;  being  almost  afra(d 
to .  think,  for  fear  of  disturbing  or  displeasing 
bim.  My  sleep  was  sweet  in  his  favour,  and  I 
awoke  in  his  presence;  and  thus  I  argued  and 
concluded — long  have  been  my  conflicts,  ^nd 
dreadful  the^ warfare;  but  my  latter  end  shall 
be  more  blessed  than  my  beginning.  And  thes^ 
(njpyments  are  the  beginnings  of  this  glorious 
^nd  of  my  days.  The  barrel  of  meal  will  not 
waste^  the  oil  will  not  fail,  the  salt  in  the  new 
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cruse  will  increase;  the  family  of  faith  will 
flourish;  the  ewes  will  bring  forth  thousands 
and  ten  thousands  in  our  streets;  Zion  will  be 
delivered  before  her  pains  come  on;  the  young 
ones  will  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  in  the 
stall;  and  Parson  Sack  will  wear  down,  and  \Vear 
away,  under  the  undeserved  alid  overwhelming 
discoveries  of  everlasting  love.  And  thus  the 
old  fool  sung  care  away;  thus  he  prophesied 
smooth  things  to  himself^  and  the  Doctor  loved 
to  have  it  so.  But  God  never  put  his  *  amen  ^ 
to  this.  And  who  is  he  that  saith,  and  it  cometh  ^ 
to  pass,  when  the  Lord  commandeth  it  not? 
Since  these  sweet  conclusions  were  drawn,  every 
thing  the  reverse  of  the  above  has  happened  td 
me.  Death,  insensibility,  carelessness,  carnal 
ease,  a  backwardness  to  all  duty  and  privileges, 
and  a  reluctance  to  every  religious  exercise;  not 
indeed  without  real  dissatisfaction  at  this  state; 
but  no  life,  power,  or  earliest  desire,  to  get 
out  of  it.  And  here  I  am  now,  telling  God 
that  he  despises  a  name  to  live,  and  tells  his  ser- 
vants to  strengthen  the  things  that  remain, 
which  are  ready  to  die;  but  is  too  sparing  of 
that  bread  and  that  water  which  set  us  out  of 
the  reach  of  these  barren  frames.  But  enough  of 
this  rebellion.     Farewell ! 

The  Doctor. 


VOL.  ir. 
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CCL. 

March  25,  1807. 

To  the  dearly  beloved  friends^  companions,  and  fa* 
vourites  of  my  soul — Naaman  and  his  Wife^  and 
the  little  captive  Maid  oot  of  the  land  of  Israel — 
grace  and  peace  be  multiplied^  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christy  the  Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and 
love. 

GroD  in  these  last  days  has  spoken  to  ns  by 
his  San;  and  various  are  the  voices,  the  somid^ 
and  the  significations  of  his  speeches  to  us.  The 
man  of  wisdom  sees  his  name,  hears  the  rod, 
and  who  he  is  that  hath  appointed  it;  the  voice 
of  which  is,  ^'Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God; 
I  win  be  exalted  in  the  earth."  The  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God  is  to  the  dead;  and  they  that 
hear  (and  all  must  hear  to  whom  he  speaks) 
$hall  live;  for  he  commands  sin  and  law,  death 
and  devils,  to  depart ;  he  abolishes  death,  and 
l>rings  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  word 
of  his  mouth.  But,  of  all  voices,  that  of  the 
Bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bride,  are  the  sweetest,  as  they  savour  of  the 
sweetest  union,  the  greatest  familiarity,  and 
make  the  glorious  inheritance  a  joint  concern. 
But  there  are  not  a  few  contentions,  disputes, 
provocations,  and  crossings;  trying,  sifting  up, 
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fiadmg  out|  and  bringimg.to  light,  many  disf 
agreeable  things,  even  in  the  courtship  that  i« 
carried  on  between  the  Bridegroom  and  hi^ 
bride.  He  comes  and  withdraws;  he  smiles 
and  frowns;  his  love  seems  warm,  and  then 
again  the  heart  freezes.  He  seems  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  to  gain  us;  and  when  we  would 
cleave  to  him  he  hangs  off.  Nevertheless,  the 
match  must  go  on;  for  there  is  a  certain  King 
who  made  this  marriage  for  his  Son;  and,  if  he 
takes  her  not,  he  must  abide  alone,  whereat  it 
is  not  good  that  man  should  be  alone. 

It  is  a  choice  day  with  the  lost  soul  when 
this  match  takes  place,  which  clears  all  our 
debts  and  knocks  off  our  irons;  our  prison  gar# 
ments  are  changed  for  the  best  robe,  and  tho 
barren  soul  conceives,  and  becomes  pregnant 
with  a  thousand  hopes.  The  oxen,  the  fatlings„ 
are  killed^  the  bread  is  prepared,  the  wine 
mingled,  the  guests  are  bidden,  the  table  spread, 
the  cellar  opened,  the  cupboard  furnished,  the 
wardrobe  stored,  and  a  hearty  welcome  is  giveix 
to  all  the  rarities,  delicacies,  and  heavenly  cheer, 
But  after  a  few  months  farewell,  then  ^hift  for 
thyself^  for  nothing  follows  but  short  food  and 
hard  fare.  This  feast  is  to  let  us  know  what 
that  cheer  is  that  is  peculiar  to  the  heavenly 
country ;  but  it  is  only  the  first  fruits,  the  whole 
harvest  is  above.  The  conclusion  of  this  wed-« 
ding  feast  pierced  me  with  the  deepest  sorrow  I 
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ever  knew;  but  now  I  tnunip  iii  hope,  pick  up 
the  crumbs,  watch  the  droppings  of  the  sanc-^ 
tuary,  and  peep  through  the  glass.     Farewell* 

.  The  Doctor^ 


CCLI. 

May  7,  1807 . 

You  wonder  that  you  do  not  hear  from  me. 
In  cold  weather  I  dare  not  venture  out;  but 
now  my  garden  invites,  and  sitting  too  much 
would  make  me  short  breathed  and  crummy.  I 
am  to  day  rather  dead  and  lifeless,  feeling  no 
gratitude,  though  I  have  so  many  things  to  be 
thankful  for.  I  am  struggling  against,  and 
struggling  under,  this  easy  woolpack,  but  have 
little  or  no  strength;  much  to  do,  but  no  heart 
to  do  it.  I  never  do  less  than  when  I  strive 
most;  and  never  work  so  hard  as  when  I  lie 
passive,  and  the  main  spring  of  action  gives  im« 
pulsive  motion.  This  seasonable  rain  gladdens 
my  heart,  and  it  is  surprising  liow  the  things 
grow.  How  kind  and  how  good  is  God  to  such 
unkind  creatures!  Farewell!  "Be  of  good  cheer, 
I  have  overcome  the  world,"  says  the  Saviour. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


14? 


CCLII. 

The  Vicarage,  Lewes, 
May  22,  I8O7. 

This  is  to  inform  my  dear  friends  that  a  few 
of  our  neighbours  went  yesterday  a  fishing  ip 
the  navigable  river,  to  catch  a  few  fish  for  usj 
and,  not  desiring  to  eat  my  morsel  alone,  I  have 
this  morning,  by  the  coach,  sent  you  a  few 
pikes,  flounders,  &c.  and  a  few  cucumbers;  to 
let  you  know  that  the  old  proverb,  *Out  of 
sight,  out  of  mind,'  is  not  always  true.  My 
friend  Jenkins  is  extremely  feeble  in  his  limbs; 
but  I  do  believe  and  hope  that  God  will  yet  ap- 
pear for  him,  because  he  has  granted  me  some 
energy,  freedom,  and  a  degree  of  power  with 
him,  in  behalf  of  this  poor  invalid;  and  a  per- 
suasion that  he  listened  to  the  poor  prayers  of 
his  despised  servant,  which  is  great  condescend 
sion  in  the  Almighty.  Here  are  not  a  few  la- 
bouring under  different  spiritual  diseases,  to 
whom  I  have  a  great  desire  to  be  useful,  but 
have  no  power  to  raise  the  wind — that  *'  hloweth 
where  it  listeth,"  and  charming  is  the  sound 
thereof,  and  blessed  tliat  people  who  know  that 
joyful  sound. 

What,  my  dear  souls,  is  all  the  world,  when 
compared  to  an  union  with  God's  eternal  Sou? 


ISO 

To  have  an  interest  in  God,  who 'it  love:  in 
Chri&t,  who  is  full  of  grace ;  and  in  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  is  light,  life,  and  liberty;  who  is 
the  earnest  of  our  inheritance,  and  whose  grac<5 
is  the  firstrfriiits  of  the  harvest  of  glory ! — ^Thi^ 
is  the  best  treasure;  niay  God  fill  us  with  it! 
But,  as  this  work  goes  on,  so  must  trials  also, 
whiph  empty  us  of  self  and  sin ;  and  the  more 
emptied,  the  more  filled. 

My  best  love  to  master  and  dame ;  my  little 
handmaid  also.  You  are  not  forgotten  of  the 
inuch  despised 

COALUEAVIIU 


CCLJIL 

Jane] ^4  I8O7. 
SELOVED, 

I  DO  not  forget  my  poor  friends  in  my  qourt 
visits.  Of  late  the  door  of  hope  and  gate  of 
Jife  have  been,  at  times,  sweetly  oppned  to  poor 
despised  me.  AH  obstruptiqns  have  bepn  rcr 
moved,  all  accusers  silenced,  rough  things  made 
plain,  and  the  crooked  straightened ;  the  vallio^ 
exalted,  the  mountains  |o\vered,  all  stumbling 
blocks  taken  yp,  the  road  made  plain,  and  se- 
cret delight  and  unutterable  pleasure  enjoyed 
in  Wisdom's!  way§,    |  have  gone  ip  and  out^  and 
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have  found  pasture.  But  such  itidulgences  are 
too  great,  such  glorious  visitations  too  weighty, 
too  powerful,  too  abundant,  ibr  one  so  insignil$^ 
cant  and  despicable  ae  I  am  in  the  eyes  of^  this 
world :  but  God  seeth  not  ^s  man  seeth.  God^i» 
goodness  to  me  makes  me  appear  vile  in  m^ 
own  4ight ;  his  love  makes  me  hate  myself;  hik 
rejoicing  over  me  fills  qie  with  sorrow,  and  his 
taking  pleasure  in  me  fills  me  with  grief.  My 
h^art  is  fixed,  my  love  is  set,  upon  him ;  wif 
affections  and  my  treasure  are  within  the  vail. 
O,  what  an  unspeakable  treasure  are  the  merits, 
the  Spirit,  and  the  grace  of  Christ,  when  he  is 
enthroned  in  all  our  affections,  anfd  when  he  is 
the  only  one,  the  fairest  one,  the  chief  lover, 
and  best  beloved,  reigning  unrivalled,  unmo- 
lested, rightful  sovereign,  and  sole  king  of  the 
heart ! 

I  would  not,  for  a  million  worlds,  have  my 
heart  divided  between  the  celestial  country  and 
this  world,  nor  between  the  darling  of  heaven 
and  mortal  wortns  of  dust.  If  our  evangelists 
did  but  know  what  an  intercourse  has  been  open 
between  my  soul  and  God ;  what  communion 
and  tellowship  have  subsisted,  and  what  an  hea- 
venly and  profitable  trade  has  been  carried  on, 
between  the  Almighty  and  the  Coalheaver ;  they 
would  env;^  me,  and  covet  all  but  the  reproach 
I  bdaxv    ^ 


They  burlesque  and  i^cspise;  the  power,  aad 
^e  power  despises  them*  But  what  a  souU 
^tisfying  consideration'  is  this — that  it  is  not 
of  him  who  wills  or  runs,  .nor  of  him  whom 
ttien  approve,  but  whom  the  Lord  apprqves ;  not 
of  those  who  comnaend  thenjselves,  but  whom 
the  I^rd -(pmmeuds ; — these  shall  find  gxw^, 
9nd  win  the  prize,  - 

Give  my  love  to  dame,  to  Eliza,  the  young 
men,  and  to  all  that  are  on  our  side,  for  Go4 
is  for  us, 

liver  yours. 

The  Docto]^, 


CCLIV. 

July  2,  I8O7.  ' 

jL  DO  not  cease  remembering  my  dear  friends 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  hope  they  continue 
at  the  same  heavenly  employ;  it  is  our  privi'^ 
lege,  our  blessing,  and  eternal,  gain;  and  I. hope 
they  wilt  pursue  the  same  profitable  calling. 
God'^s  hand  is  never  shortened,  his  ear  heavy, 
nor  does  he  faint  or  grow  weary  in  helping  his 
liopeful  fanaily..  Troubles  put  ener^  to  prayer, 
and  iill  the  heart  with  fervour :  and  the  more 
earnest  the  more   successful.     His  unwearied 
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and  unremitted  acts  of  kindness,  tenderness, 
and  compassion,  in  helping  me  out  of  so  many 
straits,  troubles,  and  drfficulties ;  6ut  of  debt, 
out  of  poverty,  and  out  of  beggary;  do  much 
endear  his  venerable  and  revered  name  to  me, 
and  make  his  semce  a  delight.  And,  as  1  am 
getting  old,  I  look  forward,  with  inward  35lis- 
factiou  and  abounding  hope,  that  I  shall  see  thaj: 
transporting  countenance  face  to  face,  which  has 
so  often  shone  through  the  dark  veil  that  is 
upon  my  heart;  which  veil  will  then  be  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  eternal  light 
4ind  love  will  be  all  in  all. 

Let  my  dear  friends  set  their  hearts  and 
souls  upon  these  things,  and  all  others  shall  b^ 
added.  Eternal  glory  is  the  end  and  aim  of 
God;  namely,  to  display  the  riches  of  his  gracp 
in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus,  which  is  the  ultimate 
of  our  hope*  Farewell!  Peace  and  truth  bp 
with  us, 

W.H.S.S, 
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CCLV. 


BELOVEP  tV  THB  X^ORD^ 


August  22,  18Q7. 


AlY  companion  went  on  Wednesday  to  sec  his 
granny,  and  returned  last  night  to  hear  preach* 
ing,  after  which  he  went  off  in  the  evening 
with  Mr.  S.  to  Lakenheath,  where  he  is  now. 
The  cakes,  the  nuts,  the  buns,  and  half*peck 
loaves,  are  all  eaten ;  nothing  is  left  but  the 
'baker,  whom  we  have  not  yet  devoured.  We 
have  had  good  and  comfortable  times,  been  well 
attended,  and  the  hearers  very  attentive,  so  that 
we  hope  for  good  success ;  nor  can  I  doubt  it 
by  what  I  see  and  hear.  In  our  next  place  the 
barn  is  large,  and  a  multitude  expected,  should 
the  weather  favour  us.  T  long  to  cast  the  net 
on  the  right  side;  but  God  must  give  the  in- 
crease and  the  ingathering,  or  else  we  spread 
the  net  in  vain. 

Excuse  this  scrap,  for  I  cannot  be  alone  ex- 
cept in  the  night,  and  a  sad  bit  of  a  table  I  have 
to  write  on. 

The  Doctor. 


1S& 


CCLVL 


Nor.  1M7. 


Ur  PEARXr  BELOVED, 


When  I  was  in  the  country  I  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  you,  and  thought  I  had  sent  them ;  but 
when  I  came  away  I  packed  up  all  the  letters 
that  I  received  from  different  quarters  while 
there,  and  when  I  came  home,  and  opened  the 
packet,  there  I  foutfd  the  scrap  directed  to  you^ 
which  I  here  enclose.  I  have  a  bad  head,  and 
yet  no  man  has  a  better :  one  head  will  never 
save  my  heels,  but  my  other  Head  saves  all. 
I  am  bravely  in  health,  and  have  been  very  sue- 
ipessful,  blessed  be  his  dear,  lovely,  precious, 
and  ever  adored  and  adorable  name,  who  is  not 
ashamed  of  the  Coalheaver,  nor  of  the  poor 
Bakers. 

The  Lord  satisfy  the  manufacturers  of  bread 
with  the  bread  of  life !  so  prays  the. waiter  and 
fQOtmaa  of  Zion, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCLVIL 


Dec.  11,  1807. 


Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

1  HIS  is  Tuesday  evening;  and  I  am  glad  that 
I  am  at  home :  my  breath  is  short,  my  throat 
not  right,  my  stomach  worse,  with  something  of 
a  cold ;  and  there  is  a  sad  fog  abroad ;  which  I 
have  no  doubt  but  many  of  my  country  friends 
are  glad  of,  because  I  have  been  writing  paper 
kites  all  the  day,  and  have  stuck  a  bit  of  wax  to 
their  wings,  and  sent  them  into  all  quarters 
where  my  diocese  extends.  But  my  cruse  be- 
gins to  slacken  in  its  springs,  and  the  oil  to  fail 
in  the  cruse ;  and,  if  it  doe3  not  overflow,  there 
is  nothing  to  send  abroad. 

How  sweet  is  God!  God  is  love,  and  as  such 
"he  is  the  fountain  of  living  water;  and  this 
love,  in  all  glorified  souls,  is  the  river  of  God's 
idivine  pleasure;  and,  when  conveyed  to  us  be- 
low, is  the  river  of  life,  coming  from  the  throne 
of  God  and  the  Lamb ;  and  when  by  the  word 
preached  it  is  dispensed  among  the  saints,  to 
enliven,  refresh,  renew,  cheer,  comfort  and 
gladden  their  souls,  then  these  are  called  "  the 
streams  which  make  glad  the  city  of  God." 
Faith,  when  in  lively  exercise  and  working  by 
love,  is  a  walking  by  these  still  waters;  but,  as 


157 

these  feet  are  not  always  in  action,  so  these  wa« 

ters  are  not  always  enjoyed ;  and  then  all  seems 

to  wither,  droop,  decay,  and  appear  barren :  but 

the  rains  must  fall,  the  river  must  swell,  and  the 

saints  must  drink,  or  God  would  lose  his  gl^ry^ 

and  we  our  lives. 

God  bless  you  all ! 

The  CoALHKAVsa* 


CCLVIII. 

Junes,  1809. 
DEAR  FRIENDS^ 

I  HAVE  this  morning  laid  your  case  before  the 
Lord ;  and  firmly  believe  that  he  heard  me,  and 
for  his  dear  Son's  sake  has  granted  our  request. 
I  found  fluency,  freedom,  and  access;  meek«- 
ness  and  humility;  with  a  comfortable  persua-^ 
sion  that  he  heard  me;  and  a  hope  and  ex« 
pectation  sprung  up  that  the  1 . . . .  is  most  cer- 
tainly yours. 

Blessed  be  God  for  evermore  for  providing 
such  a  Mediator,  such  a  Counsellor,  such  at^ 
Advocate^  and  such  an  Intercessor,  without 
whom  nothing  but  everlasting  burnings  had 
been  the  portion  of  our  cup.  And  **  who  can 
dwell  with  devouring  fire?"  But  we  are  safe  ia 
the  refuge.  God  has  accepted  us  in  his  dear 
Son ;  and  here  we  shall  rest  **  till  the  pit  be 
digged  np  for  the  w^cked^''  till  the  whole  globe 


of  the  ckrth  cieavt  asutider»  Zecb.  xiv.  4, 5 ;  ami 
then  the  bottomless  pit  will  be  $eeo,  the  fiM> 
fiace  of  fire  will  appear,  the  pit  will  be  digged 
ittp  indeed ;  and  though  (like  Kwah)  they  will 
^^ee  from  this  earthquake,  as  they  did  from  that 
in  the  wilderness,  yet  it  will  be  all  in  vain.  No 
mountains  will  fall  on  them,  nor  bills  cdver 

tbem. 

God  bless  my  little  ones! 

The  DoctoB. 


CCLIX. 

c 

June  2^,  180a. 

DEAR  FRIEND, 

A  HAVE  worked  my  passage  round  to  Grant* 
ham ;  but  6re  I  return  am  to  go  fifteen  miles 
back,  to  preach  at  Melton  Mowbray,  having  had 
three  pressing  invitations.  At  this  place  our 
friend  T.  in  his  last  excursion  tried  to  erect  his 
standard,  but  failed  in  the  attempt.  He  has 
greatly  deceived  me;  for  I  expected  no  less 
than  nervous  reasoning,  pretensions  to  the  Spirit 
(like  the  Quakers),  and  a  good  deal  of  truth 
wrjupted ;  but  he  is  lost  to  all  truth,  sense,  and 
leasoD)  and  .is  little  better  than  sport  for  idiots. 
His  last  harangue  at  Leicester  was  about  black 
eoats,  brown  coats,  green  coats,  short  coats,  long 
«mt^  ^    His  aim  was. to  preach  against  black 
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clothes;  but  be  had  forgotten  himself,  bein^at 
the  same  tiipe  clothed  in  black.  When  men 
turn  from  the  truth,  a^l  i^  turned  to  fables ;  and, 
M'hen  they  forsake  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  family  of  God,  they  wither,  dry  up,  nu4 
fede,  like  a  leaf.  When  he  speaks  he  draws 
his  face  into  such  forms,  as  make  him  appear 
frightful  to  behold :  but  the  Lord  is  the  health 
of  oiir  countenance,  and  pur  God.  When  con* 
science  is  purged  the  face  shines;  when  the  soul 
is  healthy  the  countenance  is  comely. 

1  am  very  much  crowded,  and  hot  work  it 
has  been  for  in^,  which  makes  me  faint ;  but 
there  seems  to  be  a  stir  among  the  bones,  and 
a  going  forth  from  the  prison;  and  nothing 
charms  me  more  than  a  release  from  debts,  and 
a  jail  delivery  by  an  act  of  grace.  The  jubile 
trump,  and  the  law  of  release,  are  great  things 
among  poor  debtors,  which  was  my  subject  yes- 
terday. I  have  preached  five  times  in  the  week, 
and  how  the  cruse  holds  out  is  at  times  a  won-^ 
der  to  me;  but  the  promise  is,  tliat  the  water 
shall  spring,  that  he  who  scatters  shall  increase, 
and  be  that  waters  shall  be  watered  also  him*^ 
aelf ;  when  this  fails  a  famine  ensues,  both  of 
bread  and  of  water. 

Farewell,  my  dear  friends;  grace,  mercy, 
ind  peace,  be  with  you. 

Ever  yours, 

W.H-S.S, 
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CCLX. 

1808. 

My  dear  friends  io  the  Lord  Jesos  Christ,  the  Son  of 
the  Father  in  .truth  and  love,  oar  elder  brother, 
and  the  first-born^  appointed  to  bring  the  younger 
sons  to  glory ; 

I  WAS  poorly  yesterday,  but  found  myself  not 
alone  when  I  :got  among  the  mountains  and 
hills,  and  the  choice,  fruit  of  peace  which  flows^ 
down  from  the  little  hills  by  the  proclamation 
of  righteousness;  that  is,  by  preaching  faithi 
the  Surety's  obedience,  justification  by  grace, 
and  Christ  our  righteousness  as  the  end  of  the 
law.  I  hope  my  dearly  beloved  friends  do  not 
forget  these  things,  though  it  is  right  to  look 
after  the  dead  men;  and  those  who  have  dealt  in 
these  corpses  know  best  how  to  discover  them. 
But  this  we  know,  that  the  bread  of  life,  and 
grace  of  life,  when  tasted,  relished,  eaten, 
digested,  and  concocted,  teadi  us  not  to  seek 
the  living  among  the  dead;  nor  can  we  keep 
faith  alive  by  dealing  in  <iead  men.  Ours  is 
called  living  bread,  which  came  down  from 
above,  that  we  may  eat  thereof  and  not  die : 
therefore  have  thou .  nothing  to  do  with  dead 
men,  unless  it  be  to  bring  them  forth  to  light 
and  life  again ;  and  even. this  is  not  a  glorious, 
but  a  shameful;  yea  a  scandalous  resurrection  at 
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best  Deliver  the  staff  of  life  out  of  the  haotU 
of  those  murderers,  and  tell  them  that  evea 
these  men,  thoug^ii  dead,  will  have  a  voice  ia 
the  conscience  of  such  slayers^ 

But  the  term  is  allegorical :  the  man  is  only 
dead  to  the  master  s  pocket;  he  is  alive,  and  lives 
in  the  interest  of  the  journeyman;  that  is,  if 
his*  funeral  be  kept  close  and  concealed.  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  therp^  are  but  few  mourners 
invited  on  these  occaaions;  none  to  hold  up  the 
pall,  or  carry  the  b^er ;  not  many  lamenting  men 
nor  mourning  women;  no  funeral  orations,  nor 
lamentations  at  these  sort  of  f une;rals ;  so  that 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  no  better  than  a  gloomy 
branch  of  the  works  of  darkness  at  best 

Ever  Yours, 

The  DocTOjR.    • 


CCLXI. 

Oct.  31,  1808. 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  my  poor  daughter  is  so 
unwell.  But  we  are  born  to  trouble,  and  born 
again  to  additional  troubles.  This  world,  how- 
ever, is  not  our  rest,  and  therefore  we  must  be 
hurried  through  it,  not  being  natives  nor  inhabit- 
ants, but  pilgrims  in  it  God  has  made  us  ac- 
cepted in  Christ,  perfect  and  complete  in  him, 

VOL.  II.  M 
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and  therefore  he  will  have  us  trust  in  him  :  a 
wicked  heart  drives  us  from  that,  while  an  in- 
firm outward  man  chases  us  from  confidence  in 
the  flesh — unsavoury  and  unpleasant  food,  but 
excellent  physic.  It  carries  away  the  dross, 
and  grace  shines  the  brighter;  for,  though  it  is 
not  palatable,  yet  is  it  profitable,  or  it  would  not 
fall  to  our  share.  Every  thing  that  makes  sick 
of  self  teaches  us  to  prize  the  Saviour,  and  the 
more  self  is  debased  the  higher  the  Lord  rises- 
And  of  this  be  assured^  that  every  visit  the 
Saviour  makes;  yea,  every  time  that  he  draw^ 
nigh,  faith,  hope,  and  love,  go  out  to  meet  him 
and  welcome  him  in,  and  these  afford  us  joy  at 
his  presence.  And,  as  sure  as  Satan  is  let  loose 
upon  us,  when  he  comes,  unbelief,  enmity,  and 
rebellion,  go . forth  and  embrace  him;  for  God 
is  not  the  author  of  this  confusion,  but  of 
peace. 

God  for  ever  bless  you  both,  is  the  prayer 
of  your  willing  servant, 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCLXII. 

Dec,  29,  1808. 
To  my  dear  friends  greeting. 

BELOVED, 

vxOD  has' done  great  things  for  you,  both  m 
providence  and  in  grace.  He  has  given  you  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  a  love  to  it,  and  a  hope 
in  it;  and  he  has  caused  all  his  goodness  to  pass 
before  you,  which  you  have  seen,  admired,  and 
acknowledged.  And  shall  we  receive  good  at 
his  hands,  and  not  receive  evil  also  ?  We  have 
in  us  two  laws,  two  opposite  principles;  one 
must  be  kept  down,  the  other  must  be  en-i 
couraged.  Without  the  furnace  sin  is  notpurgedi 
without  the  cross  the  old  man  is  not  mortified^ 
and  without  refreshings  from  God's  presence 
hope  and  faith  cannot  revive  and  reign.  These 
vicissitudes  must  be  expected,  for  truth  declares 
that  ^'  the  wicked  have  no  changes,  therefore 
they  fear  not  God."  While  the  daily  cross 
comes  on,  there  is  no  danger  of  being  at  ease  in 
Zion,  of  being  carried  away  with  the  world,  or 
of  being  dead  and  barren  in  our  profession. 
The  cross  will  make  us  sick  of  self,  the  furnace 
makes  us  cry  to  God  for  help,  and  help  from 
God  will  make  us  grateful.  Moreover,  trials 
make  the  heart  tender;  and,  whea  the  con- 


science  is  made  lore,  the  least  Sin  will  make  it 
feel;  when  our  feelings  are  hurt,  our  fears  are 
awakened;  and  when  fear  is  awake,  we  are 
upon  the  watch,  and  Christ  says,  "  What  I  say 
unto  you,  I  say  unto  all.  Watch." 

It  has  long  appeared  wonderful  to  me,  that 
the  Lord  should  take  such  pains  with  his  chil- 
dren. '^  What  is  man,  that  thdu  shouldest  vsA^ 
nifyhim?  And  that  thou  shouldest  set  thine 
heart  upon  him?  And  that  thou  shouldest  visit 
him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment?*' 
Job  vii.  17,  18. 

Such  daily,  hourly,  and  momentary,  atten- 
tion is  wonderful  to  me;  but  so  it  most  certain- 
ly is.  The  different  frames  the  soul  is  moulded 
into,  and  the  variety  of  sensations  that  pass  over 
the  mind,  in  one  day,  are  matter  of  astonisbi- 
ment  to  me.  But  these  are  intended  to  furnish 
us  with  different  sacrifices  and  offerings,  that 
confessions  and  prayers,  praises  and  thankoffer* 
ings,  sparks  of  love  and  flames  of  joy,  may  not 
die  iaway  from  the  souls  of  God's  saints. 

Ever  yours  m  our  Lord  Jesus, 


W.  II.  s,  s. 
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CCLXIII. 

Littleport^  July  26,  IBOg. 

1  HIS  morning  wc  have  had  a  heavy  shower  of 
rain  and  much  wind:  how  the  weather  is  with 
youl  know  not.  I  preached  twice  on  Sunday 
to  a  large  assembly;  the  cruse  ran  freely;  and, 
if  countenances  can  speak,  the  oil  made  the 
faces  of  some  to  shine,  and  very  few,  who  came 
with  the  vail  on,  (I  mean  a  gloom  on  the  face) 
went  off  with  it,  not  above  one  that  I  could  no- 
tice; so  that  it  seemed  to  be  a  time  of  anointing. 
This  business  used  to  be  done  at  weddings. — 
Ruth  anointed  herself;  at  feasts,  when  the  guests 
were  perfumed;  at  coronations,  when  kings 
were  invested  with  their  office;  and  at  the  con- 
secration of  priests.  And  all  is  true  when  the 
Comforter  comes :  it  is  a  wedding,  a  feast,  a 
coronation,  and  a  consecration ;  for  without  this 
we  can  neither  be  wedded  nor  reign;  and  with- 
out it  we  have  neither  thanksgiving,  joy,  nor 
praise  to  offer. 

Our  friends  from  Lakenheath  were  there, 
and  seemed  more  cheerful  than  usual,  espe- 
cially  that  little  man  who  used  to  appear  always 
with  his  vail;  but  he  could  not  keep  it  on  under 
the  word — it  seemed  to  be  rent  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom^  so  that  he  is  now  out  of  fashion. 
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Yesterday  I  was  brought  very  low;  a  news- 
paper arrived  with  French  news  and  French 
triumphs,  announcing  the  total  defeat  of  the 
Austrian  army.  I  know  that  this  is  not  mj^ 
province,  having  nothing  to  do  with  these 
things;  y^t  I  cannot  keep  my  mind  out  of  them» 
bfiiijg  grieved  at  the  success  of  devils,  and  vexeil 
at  the  triumphs  of  jacobins.  However,  I  still 
hope  that  judgment  will  return  unto  righteous- 
ness; fbr  at  present  the  most  righteous  fell  un- 
der judgment,  and  the  most  vile  are  the  execu- 
tipnfirs;  and  I  verily  believe  that  the  Austrians  are 
ten  times  more  righteous  than  the  French*  I  stm 
concerned  for  our  expedition  also,  thinking  that 
the  scourge  and  curse  of  mankind  will  now  be 
able  to  counteract  the  designs  of  that  I  have 
but  one  source  of  relief  under  these  grievous 
wars,  and  rumours  of  wars;  and  that  is,  I  am 
old,  and  therefore  shall  not  be  plagued  with 
these  vexatious  tidings  for  ever,  for  in  the  grave 
there  are  no  wars.  But  still  it  is  some  ^tis*. 
faction  tliat  the  old  whore  of  jRabylon  meets 
with  her  just  retaliation.  She  has  been  drunk 
with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  now  she  mav 
drink  her  own,  for  she  is  worthv. 

The  people  here  have  suffered  much  by  the . 
inundation;  the  poor  cottages  and  the  gardens 
are  in  a  sad  state.     And  the  gn^its  are  so  innu- 
merable in  the  fens,  that  you  may  see  them  in 
the. sides  of  the  ditches  like  clouds  of  smoke*. 


My  dftme  is  all  day  long  strainiiig  at  gaato. 
They  have  bitten  £liza  till  ^he  is  wQuiid^d  and 
bruised,  both  face,  and  bands:  but,  as  for  me>  t 
have  received  no  damage^  my  old  hide  is  too 
tough.  Farewell!  Peace  and  truth  be  in  us, 
though  there  be  none  in  the  world. 

W •  )1.  s.  s« 


CCLXIV. 

Am  sorry  to  hear  that  my  poor  friend  is  ill,  and 
so  low  again.     But  hope  is  an  anchor  sure  and 
stedfast;  yet  without  dejection,  casting  down, 
or  being  brought  low,  it  is  of  no  use.     Hope, 
with  its  work  and  its  use,  are  to  counteract  de- 
spair, despondency,  and  dismay.     If  the  vessel 
of  mercy  is  in  no  danger  of  sinking  in  our  ap- 
prehensions, this  anchor  is  of  no  use.     Hope 
counteracts  despair;  faith  counteracts  unbelief ; 
love  is  opposed  to  enmity,  humility  to  pride, 
and  meekness  to  hardness  of  spirit;  peace  is 
against  rebellion  and  misery,  joy  opposes  over- 
whelming grief,    and  patience    opposes    pas- 
sion.   These  are  the  inward  treasure,  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit,  the  grace  of  God,   the   incor- 
ruptible seed,  and  the  things  which  are  said 
to  he  born  of  God;  "  that  which  is  bom  of 
0e  Spirit  is  spirit"   This  heavenly  crop  may 


appear  to  be  ovei^wered  by  oorruption^  and 
sunk  under  darkness  and  confusion,  while  the 
devil  is  permitted  to  animate  and  invigorate  his 
crop  of  inbred  corruption ;  but^  as  soon  as  our 
sun  arises  upon  us,  the  better  treasure  will  rise 
up,  and  go  forth  to  meet  tb&  Bridegroom ;  and 
then  all  these  evil  beasts  and  birds  of  prey  will 
sculk  into  darkness,  and  lie  down  in  their  dens, 
till  the  old  roaring  lion  calls  them  forth  again. 
This  is,  and  has  long  been,  the  way  in  which  I 
have  gone,  and  I  question  if  you  will  fare  much 
better, 

God  bless  you  both, 

W.H.  S.S. 


CCLXV- 

DEAB   FKIEKD, 

1  WAS  sorry  to  hear  last  night  of  the  sad  dis- 
aster which  has  befallen  thee ;  but  hope  it  will 
not  prove  fatal,  nor  render  thee  a  cripple.  I  am 
glad  that  you  got  rid  of  that  troubler  of  Israel, 
who  I  fear  will  never  be  humbltd,  tamed,  nor 
reconciled-  just  such  arj  one  was  my  mistress, 
under  whom  I  carried  coals;  and  a  most  miser- 
able life  did  I  live  with  her;  but  I  was  in  no 
danger  of  saying  *•  a  confederacy,"  norofmak- 
ing  a  league  with  death,  or  a  covenant  with 
hell,    by  pitying,  condoling,  or  ^yinpathizing 
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vifith  her,  so  as  to  join  with  her  m  rebellion, 
which  is  the  great  clanger ;  for  my  soul  despised 
htVj  and  J  condemned  her  as  a  vile  hypocrite; 
nor  did  my  bowels  ever  move  for  her.  But  at 
this  I  have  often  wondered — that,  when  I  have, 
heard  her  raging  and  storming  within  doors  at 
the  maid,  though  at  the  bottom  of  the  yard,  I 
have  felt  her  legal  bondage,  horrors,  and  terrors, 
crawl  over  my  soul,  till  I  have  been  in  the  tem- 
per of  a  devil ;  stripped  df  all,  and  as  naked  as 
a  worm :  this  is  the  leaven  of  the  pharisees.. 
Such  are  comfort-kilters;  the  inveterate  enemies 
of  my  poor,  dear  Saviour,  and  bitter  foes  to  the 
new  man,  whenever  they  see  him  appear.  But 
she  is  gone,  for  "  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall 
not  always  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous.*' 
All  that  they  want  is  to  worm  their  state  into 
your  natural  affection^,  and  then  to  draw  out 
your  pity,  so  as  to  let  in  their  bane^  that  you 
may  join  in  their  woful  war. 

"  Blessed  are  ye  of  the  Lord,  because  you 
have  compassion  on  me,"  says  Paul  to  a  packof 
In'pocrites.  Aiid  again,  "  You  know  that  my 
son  has  made  a  league  with  the  son  of  Jesse,  to 
lie  in  wait  as  at  this  day,  and  none  of  you  pity 
me,  nor  shew  me  where  David  is :  if  he  be  alive 
I  will  have  him,  if  I  seek  him  through  all  the 
thousands  of  Judah."  This  is  the  snare  and 
trap  they  set  for  us.  Say  with  Paul,  **  If  any 
man  love  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be 


Anathefloa  Mar&n-^tba«" — let  him  be  acci»rs|ed;tiU 
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Christ,  cptne.  Kqep  thy  foot  from  being  taken* 

I  thank  yOu  for  the  savpury  meat,  but  fear 

you  will  hurtyourselves-    If  you  can  give  me 

a  little  upper  room  tod  a  Bible,  I  will,  if  the 

Lord  permit,  eat  a  lamb  chop  and  a  head  of 

what  is  vulgarly  called  f  sparrow-grass  *  with 

you  next  Tuesday,  at  one  o'clock.     Give  my 

love  to  William.    The  Lord  bless,   keep,  and 

prosper  you,  both  in  soul  and  body !  so  prays, 

dear  friends, 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  Huntington. 


CCLXVL 

To  my  dearly  beloved  Friends,  Brothers  and  Sisters^ 
Kinsmen  and  Relations,  in  our  clearly  beloved 
Lord  God  and  Saviour  Christ  Jesus. 

VTRACE  be  with  you  and  peace  from  God  our 
most  propitious  and  benign  Father,  through  the 
Son  of  his  love;  the  Coalhcaver  sendeth  greet- 
ing,— I  was  sorry  to  hear,  by  my  curate,  that 
the  master  and  mistress  were  both  ill.  But  this 
sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the  glory 
of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God,  the  great  physi- 
cian, may  be  glorified  thereby.  These  purging 
draughts  are  to  carry  off  the  filth  that  natural 
affections,  carnal  reason,  and  the  vanities  of  this 
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Mt^orld,  have  influenced  us  with ;  that  Christ  aod 
conscienGC)  under  the  influence  of  meekness  and^ 
humility,  may  come  closer  together;  he  that  is. 
to  be  approached  being  meek  and  lowly,  and 
we  must  learn  this  of  him. 

Bitter  drugs  are  intended  to  promote  appe- 
tite, to  strengthen  the  stomach,  and  to  make 
the  meat  of  our  passover  the  sweeter :  **  with 
bitter  herbs  shall  ye  eat  it."  These  bitters  al- 
ways precede  and  succeed  all  our  banquets. 
Before  peace  and  joy  came  to  Hezekiah  he  had 
great  bitterness;  and  the  little  sweet  book  that 
John  ate,  though  sweet  to  his  taste,  yet  after^ 
wards  it  made  his  belly  bitter.  The  furnace 
too  is  our  hot  or  medicinal  bath,  intended  to 
kill  and  purge  away  idols.  In.  this  heat  no  dung- 
hill  gods  can  live,  but  he  that  is  a  refiner's 
fire  can :  there  was  none  walking  with  the 
three  worthies  in  the  king  of  Babylon's  fur- 
nace but  the  Son  of  God ;  all  the  rest  were 
burnt  up. 

Oil  of  joy  is  intended  to  soften  the  mind 
and  heart  when  they  get  stubborn,  hard,  or  in- 
flexible. This  supples  our  joints,  and  makes 
us  run ;  it  anoints  the  face,  and  makes  it 
shine  with  health,  joy,  peace,  and  cheerfulness ; 
"  Sweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance 
comely." 

Eye-salve  is  intended  to  anoint  the  under- 
standing, that  we  may  see  moje  of  our  igno- 
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rknee  and  beggary;  and  to  furnish  us  with  an' 
eye  of  faith,  that  we  may  discover  more  and 
more  of  the  Lord's  fulness  and  all-sufficiency. 

The  new  wine  of  the  kingdom  is  our  re- 
viving cordial,  intended  to  cheer  the  spirits 
after  times  of  dejection,  and  to  set  our  tongues 
a  going ;  for,  if  such  tipplers  were  to  hold-  their 
tongues,  the  very  stones  would  cry  out. 

Bands,  or  bandages,  are  intended  for  the 
healing  and  swaddling  of  broken  bones,  when 
our  spiritual  might  is  so  exhausted  that;  ev«ry 
sin  is  ready  to  prevail,  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  strength  left  for  resistance ;  likewise  to  bind 
up  broken  hearts,  when  they  are  so  impaired  by 
grief  and  sorrow  as  not  to  be  enabled  to  take 
courage  any  longer^  but  faint  and  give  all  up 
for  lost. 

The  balm  of  Gilead  cures  the  bite  of  the 
old  serpent^  when  he  has  fixed  his  sting  of 
death  in  the  conscience,  which  is  no  small  mor- 
tification to  that  enemy  in  the  bush,  and  no 
small  joy  to  the  patients  of  Zion. 

Apples  of  gold,  and  flagons  of  spiced  wine, 
ai'e  to  be  administered  in  cases  of  love  sickness, 
when  the  long  absence  of  the  Bridegroom  pro- 
yokes  us  to  jealousy,  and  others  have  got  the  bo- 
som which  lately  was  our  own  nest,  and  we  sus- 
pect it  will  be  open  for  us  to  creep  in  no  more. 

The  full  teat,  or  breast,  the  dancing  knee, 
the  swing,  the  roundabout,  the  lap,  the  leading-^ 
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string,  the*  head-pudding,  and  the  'go-cart,  are 
for  such  as  my  <:urate,  who  supports  the  weak 
to  day,  and  loses  the  use  of  all  his  limbs  to 
morrow. 

God  bless  you  all ! 

The  Coalheaver,  SrS. 


ccLxvir. 

Grantham. 
The  Doctor  to  his  Friends  sendeth  greeting. 

I  AM  Still  labouring  in  the  North,  where  pro- 
fiting appears  to  many,,  and  the  Lord's  family 
greatly  increases.  I  have  not  had  one  dry  and 
barren  time  since  I  have  been  here.  The  water, 
the  salt,  the  oil,  and  the  wine,  have  flowed  out 
and  upon  many.  I  have  long  laboured  here  in 
ploughing,  harrowing,  grubbing  up,  and  break- 
ing the  clods;  but  now  harvest  appears,  and 
the  fields  are  already  white ;  therefore  reaping, 
binding,  gleaning,  and  shocking,  which  is  the 
most  pleasant  part  of  the  work,  occupies  my 
time  at  present.  The  Hebrews  are  coming  forth 
out  of  their  holes,  the  doves  flock  to  their  win- 
dows, and  not  a  few  bring  me  good  tidings; 
and  sure  I  am  that  there  are  not  a  few  hiddea 
ones  in  these  parts. 
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Last  night  I  preached  at  Newark,  and  rc- 
turneil  to  Grantham  afterwards ;  when,  beisg 
very  faint  and  weary,  I  went  directly  to  bed, 
•and  in  the  night  had  the  following  dream*— r-  \ 

I  dreamed  that  a  large  company  of  my  friends  ' 

were  close  together,  and  I  stood  at  the  front  of 
them  all.  I  perceived,  ia  vision,  a  passage  of 
scripture  rise  up  like  a  mountain ;  and  all  its 
truth,  meaning,  and  power,  were  wholly  in  our 
behalf.  I  explained  the  meaning,  and  no  one 
could  make  any  reply  to  what  I  said.  Upon 
this  I  saw  in  vision  another  mountain  rise  up, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  another  scripture. 
"  There,"  says  I,  "  there  is  another,  and  this  is 
more  of  our  side  than  the  former.**  I  explained 
that  also,  and  they  could  not  gaiasay  it;  yet 
they  came  not  over  to  our  side,  nor  could  theyj 
and,  when  I  had  silenced  them  aU,  I  awoke 
with  those  words  sounding  in  my  heart  and  ears^ 
''  Thou  hast  been  honourable,  and  I  have  loved 
thee,"  Isaiah  xliii.  4. 

Tender  my  love  to  all  friends. 

Ever  yours  in  faith  and  love, 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCLXVIII. 

ff 

f 

DEAR   FRIEND, 

1  Was  sorry  to  hear,  by  our  little  Baker,  that 
thou  art  worse  again.  Bonds  and  afflictions 
abide  us :  a  daily  cross,  and  much  tribulation, 
appear  to  bi  in  our  path ;  so  that  we  are  not 
under  the  wo  of  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion, 
nor  of  that  number  who  are  settled  dn  their 
lees.  I  have  for  this  fortnight  past  been  un- 
commonly exercised  with  various  changes,  but 
of  short  dtiration.  At  one  time  softened,  meek- 
ened,  humble  minded,  and  earnest  at  pfayer ; 
then  again  dead,  dry,  and  legal;  and  under 
these  so  rebellious,  stubborn,  and  refractory, 
that  I  couldnot  bear  myself,  being  fretful,  peev-^ 
ish^  and  quarrelsome,  till  I  became  a  shame 
and  burden  to  myself.  Then  again  t  relented 
and  submitted,  till  another  trouble  came  on, 
and  stirred  up  all  the  old  dregs  of  corrupt  na- 
ture, when  to  the  old  trade  I  went  again,  till  I 
sadly  ftlt  the  apostle's  assertion  too  true,  "The 
carnal  mind  is  enmity;  it  is  not  subjecirt,  nor  can 
be.**  But  these  very  things  shew  us  the  woful 
depths  of  man's  fall,  the  urgent  necessity  of  a 
Saviour,  and  make  us  loath  self,  and  despise  all 
confidence  in  the  flesh. 
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I  have  been  almost  without  beer,  and  was 
compelled  to  brew.  When  we  had  brewed, 
could  get  no  yeast  to  set  tlie  beer ;  and,  what 
this  was  obtained,  the  beer  worked  but  sadly, 
little  or  no  yeast  from  it.  Upon  this  the  heavy 
rains  filled  the  cellar  with  water,  and  chilled 
the  beer;  so  that,  when,  we  brewed  again,  we 
had  not  yeast  to  set  it.  Then  we  wanted  bread, 
and  had  nothing  but  light  ye^st  or  froth  to  bake 
with,  which  made  the  bread  bitter,  md  as  heavy 
as  a  Norfolk  dumpling.  These,  with  many  other 
things  of  the  like  nature,  kept  me  putting  on 
and  off  the  old  man  all  the  week  long;  and 
surely  never  did  I  see  this  world  in  a  worse 
light,  nor  was  I  ever  more  sick  of  it.  Satan 
truly  reigns  and  rules  in  it  But  at  most  our 
time  in  this  life  fs  short.  And  what  a  heaven 
must  it  be  to  be  delivered  of  this  envious  and 
rebellious  spawn  of  the  devil,  and  with  what 
he  has  infected,  corrupted,  and  filled  us,  both 
body  and  soul!  But  Christ  will  destroy  this 
work  of  the  devil  out  of  both,  and  save  the 
work  of  his  own  hands,  so  that  nothing  shall 
be  lost  of  all  that  God  hath  given  him. 

My  best  love  to  the  Baker,  and  accept  the 
same  from 

Your  affectionate,  friend, 

S.S. 
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CCLXIX. 

Feb.  1,  1810. 

X  WAS  glad  to  see  poor  Frances  out  last  Sun«» 
day;  when,  as  I  renewed  my  cold,  I  doubt  not 
but  she  did  the  same.     I  am  very  poorly,  very 
weak,  and  quite  tired  of  this  life,  in  which  all 
is  a  blank  to  me.    Some  of  our  family  are  much 
indulged  under  afflictions;   God   makes  their 
bed  in  their  sickness ;  and  as  their  outward  man 
decays  their  inward  man  is  renewed :  but  this 
has  never  been  my  case  in  any  sickness  I  have 
ever  had.     I  feel  my  mind  firm,  in  solid  peace, 
and   perfectly  calm  :   no  bondage,    doubts,   or 
fears;  ao  dejection  or  dismay:  and,  though  I 
feel  neither  love,  comfort,  or  joy,  yet  am  I  truly 
satisfied  with  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  me, 
and  have  not  the  least  desire  to  abide  in  this 
world.    No  small  share  of  malice  and  reproach, 
both  from  professors  and  profane,  has  been  cast 
upon  me;   and  my  removal  will  be  attended 
with  great  joy,   though  every  sort  of  joy  falls 
not  to  their  lot.     There  is  the  joy  of  the  Lord, 
as  well  as  the  joy  of  hypocrites ;  the  latter  is 
but   for  a  moment,   but  the  former  is  ever* 
lasting. 

When  afflictions    are   over,    the  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness  are  to  be  produced;  this 

VOL.  II.  K 
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I  am  looking  for^  should  God  think  proper  to 
restore  me;  if  not,  hope  tells  me  there  is  a 
more  enduring  substance.  But  in  this  dismal 
life. alL  is.  fluctuating ;  the  sweetest  frame  is  but 
for  an  hour;  and  when  you  have  it  you  are  ia 
danger  and  feaf  of  losing  it;  and  when  it  i$ 
lost,  then  afraid  that  it  will  not  return.  But 
the  best  of  all  is,  that  this  life  is  but  short. 
My  head,  my  side,  my  cough,  all  are  bad.  God 
bless  my  friends!  so  prays  the  Coalheaver. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCLXX. 

18  la 

DBAR  FRIEND^ 

Last  week  I  met  with  few  indulgences  in  my 
approaches  to  the  mercy-seat,  which  places  the 
mind  in  an  aukward  situation,  and  leaves  it  iii 
doubtful  Suspense.  But  this  week  has  proved 
more  favourable.  Without  access  to  the  Al- 
*«ighty,  without  communion,  what  is  all  reli- 
gion! The  soul  is  without  its  friend,  without  its 
guide,  without  its  companion,  without  its  sup- 
port, without  its  life,  without  its  beloved,  and 
without  its  Ipver ;  and  surely  it  is  not  good  that 
man  should  be  alone.  He  has  won  the  hearty 
finlai^ed'the  affections,  expanded  the  desired^ 
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and  given  us  a  taste,  a  ravishing  sight,  a  long- 
ing, and  an  insatiable  thirst,  and  yet  not  a  com-* 
plete  fulness;  and  without  this  we  must  long 
and  linger  till  death.  And  sure  I  am  that  I 
never  shall  be  satisfied  till  I  am  dead. 

The  Doctor. 


CCLXXL 

April  9^  1810. 


D£AR  FRI£KD| 


1  HAVE  had  very  uncomfortable  weather,  which 
hats  appeared  most  unfavourable,  and  as  though 
every  thing — the  chapel,  the  opening  of  it,  my 
coming  down,  &c. — were  all  displeasing  to  God; 
every  thing  seemed  frowning  but  the  work  in 
the  pulpit — that  was  all  sunshine.  It  poured 
with  rain  last  night  going  to  chapel,  and  it 
poured  again  at  our  going  out ;  so  that  we  have 
no  sky,  not  a  smile,  not  a  cheering  providence, 
nor  the  least  appearance  of  his  approbation,  but 
in  preaching  and  in  prayer.  It  has  rained  every 
day  since  I  left  home,  and  it  rains  hard  now» 
But  we  have  had  some  sweet  refreshings  in  the 
work ;  and,  if  there  ever  was  a  thirsty  soil  iu 
this  world,  I  think  Bristol  is  such.  Water  is 
much  needed  and  much  sought  ibr ;  but  there^ 
is  not,  I  firmly  believe,  one  springing  well  either 
TO  Bristol  or  at  Bath. 
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God  only  knows  the  views  that  I  have,  both 
of  shepherds  and  their  flocks.  The  letter  preach- 
ers of  the  present  day  seem  to  me  to  be  the  bane 
of  all . religion : — a  curse  to  the  poor  and  needy, 
that  seek  the  water  of  life ;  the  enemies  of  the 
power  of  the  Spirit,  and  monopolists  of  all 
houses  of  prayer;  and  of  all  men  their  state  ap- 
pears to  me  the  most  awful.  I  fret,  I  grieve  at 
the  sight  of  it;  but  there  is  no  remedy,  for 
they  still  increase,  though  their  condemnation 
is  heightened  by  it.  How  thankful  ought  they 
to  be  whose  eyes  are  opened,  who  see  them- 
selves, and  are  taught  to  know  their  distance, 
and  kept  back  from  such  unparalleled  pre- 
sumption ! 

To  furnish  a  hardened  sinner  to  mimic  the 
ministerial  office;  to  harden  and  embolden  him 
to  face  God  with  deceitful  prayers,  and  to  pro- 
phesy lies  in  his  name ;  appear  to  me  the  devil's 
master-piece.  But  we  know  in  whom  we  be- 
lieve; he  has  .not  left  us  in  the  dark,  in  death, 
nor  ignorant  of  human  depravity.  And  this 
last  is  no  mean  criterion ;  for,  "  if  any  man 
come  unto  me,  and  hate  not  his  own  life,  he 
cannot  be  my  disciple :"  for  this  every  one  will 
do  who  has  light  to  see  and  life  to  feel.  Self  is 
a  dreadful  sight ;  and  none  that  do  see  it  will 
ever  think,  as  the  Jews  did,  that  God  is  alto- 
gether such  an  one  as  themselves.  And  I  do 
believe  that  a  true  sight  and  sense  of  one's  self 
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is,  iand  ever  will  be,  an  eternal  bar  to  AVniini-^ 
anism  and  hypocrisy ;  and  that  no  man  can  bd 
a  deceiver,  an  imjX)stor,  or  a  stage-player  in  re- 
ligion, who  knows  himself.  Blessed  be  God  for 
this  preparatory  lesson,  which  none  can  teach 
but  God  himself.  He  is  the  true  light,  and 
"  whatsoever  maketh  manifest  is  light;"  and  it 
is  God's  prerogative  to  search  the  heart,  and 
to  make  manifest  the  counsels  and  thoughts 
thereof. 

I  have  been  much  employed  in  mind  this 
day,  tliinking  of  the  innumerable  blessings  that 
arise  from  a  thorough  knowledge  o^  that  motley 
monster  of  all  iniquity,  called  self.  This  know- 
ledge drives  us  from  confidence  in  the  flesh;  it 
makes  us  ten  times  worse  than  nothing;  helps 
to  promote  trust  in^the  Saviour;  ^nd  makes  truth 
precious,  because  we  see  man  to  be  nothing  but 
a  lie, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCLXXn. 

Aug.  1,  1810. 
MY  DEAR  FRIENDS, 

1  HAVE  been  to  Lakenheath,  and  returned  last 
Tuesday  to  Littleport,  where  I  preached  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  twice  yesterday;  and  never  was  so 
crowded,  with  so  much  attention  paid,  and  such 
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ebrdial  atifieetidn  shetirn  to 'me,  as  duririg  thU 
tiitie :  nor  have  I  had  one  barren  season  among 
them.  I  am  more  than  astonished  at  tbc  in^ 
numerable  and  most  excellent  cropa  of  ^eorn* 
Surely  nothing  but  God^a^  blessing  could  ever 
.perform  this.  The  farmers  here  allow  that  they 
never  had  the  like ;  all  sorts  of  grain  s^em  to  be 
Excellent. — Blessed  be  God, 
:  I  intend  preaching  h^re,  if  God  permiti  tp-* 
morrow;  evening  and  on  Thursday,  Sunday,  an4 
Tuesday  next  at  Downham;  and  then  to  return. 
I  have  had  pressing  invitations  to  the  Nortb^ 
but  am  in  a  halting  mind  about  it,  not  knowing 
what  the  miud  of  the  Lord  is  in  burning  the 
chapel ;  whether  it  intended  to  drive  rte  into 
the  country,  or  whether  he  intends  to  give  mo 
smother  in  town.  It  has  caused  great  joy  among 
tb^  enemies  of  truth :  and  we  know  that  a  des^ 
perate  mind,  influenced  with  enmity  against 
God,  cannot  rejoice  but  in  the  calamities  of 
Zion ;  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  wish  them  to  be 
debarred  of  all  joy.  They  are  welcome  to  tri- 
umph :  I  know  the  time  allotted  for  their  feast 
is  but  short ;  and  our  furnace  is  only  in  this  life^ 
and  that  is  short  also.  Farewell  j  mercy  and 
peace  be  with  you* 

W.H. 
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CCLXXIII. 

Oct.  26,  1610. 

I  AM  sorry  for  tha  iqdi§po$itipn  pf  my  poor 
friend.  But  tru^h  tells  us  that  man  is  bora  tcr 
trouble;  and,  wlien  regeperated,  a  brother  ia 
born  for  adversity.  Unsanctjfied  troubles  are 
harbingers  of  wrat.h  to  them  that  hate  God,  but 
tjhey  must  work  for  good  tp  those  who  love  him. 
And  all  are  little  enough  to  keep  us  at  horne^  afc 
the  Lord';9  fpet,  plothed  and  in  our  right  mind ; 
^bjich  is  sure  to  be  right  when  the  mind  is 
i^tay^d  upon  hio),  and  tlie  soul  trusting  in  him. 
Every  affliction  discovers  human  depravity, 
and  serves  tp  ^hew  us  our  deficiencies;  what 
we  Imve  aontra^ted  that  is  amiss;  how  matters 
9tand  between  Qod  and  consciisnce;  what  19 
lacking  in  our  faith,. and  .wherein  we  have  come 
sliort  pr  failed  for  past  favours.  It  is  bringing 
us  to  books,  citing  us  to  the  bar,  and  calling  us 
to  reason  with  him;  for  it  is  written,  that  "when 
we  are  chastened  we  are  judged  of  the  Lord, 
that  we  should  ii6t  be  condemned  with  the 
world."  And  I  firmly  believe  that  the  more 
frequie^t  these  days  of  teckohing  come^  the 
clearer  the  books  ^tand,  the  brighter  the  evi^* 
deuces  of  our  adoption  are^  and  the  fewer  the 

accounts  between  God  and  ws, 
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We  overlook  many  things  in  health  and 
ease,  which  come  fresh  to  mind  in  times  of 
trouble.  God  takes  no  pleasure  in  his  children's 
sufferings,  but  they  are  intended  to  discover 
the  evils  of  the  human  heart;  to  make  us  sore^ 
tender,  humble,  and  contrite  under  them;  and 
±0  such  debased  souls  are  his  presence,  his  help, 
and  the  fresh  communications  of  his  grace,  pro- 
mised. Every  promise  has  its  preface;  it  is  in 
trouble  that  God  is  a  present  help,  and  to  the 
mourners  in  Zion  that  comfort  is  promised;  and 
as  the  one  abounds,  so  shall  the  other  also. 

When  I  am  for  a  short  time  becalmed,  the 
succeeding  storm  is  often  in  my  thoughts;  and 
when  in  it  faith  sometimes  believes,  and  hope 
expects,  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  to 
follow,  which  are  sure  to  come,  whether  I  be- 
lieve or  not;  for  our  unbelief  makes  not  the 
promise  of  God  of  none  effect ;  "  If  we  believe 
not,  he  abideth  faithful"    This  is  from 

The  Coalheayer^ 


CCLXXIV, 

Doc.  9,  1811.    . 

I  DrD  intend  to  have  written  to  my  dear  daugh- 
tertefore,  but  unexpected  visitors  have  crowded 
upon  me  from  all  quarters. 

I  am  more  and  more  astonished  at  the  good-* 
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ness  of  God  to  us,  such  a  poor,  mean,  ignorant, 
and  much  despised  few!  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
life  should  keep  us  so  tender,  make  our  feelings 
so  keen,  and  give  us  a  concern  for  his  honour, 
to  long  for  more  of  his  divine  grace,  the  holy 
influences  and  operations  of  his  holy  Spirit;  for 
more  of  his  presence;  and  that  he  should  keep 
lis  feeling  after  him,  making  up  our  highest 
happiness  in  him,  and  all  temporal  happiness 
tinder  him. 

It  is  divine  life,  my  dear  girl,  that  gives  us 
all  these  things,  and  all  our  appetites  of  hunger 
aud  thirst  for  the  living  God;  which  longings, 
desires,  and  cravings,  never  can  be  filled  or 
satisfied  but  with  a  divine  and  infinite  fulness^ 
My  soul  feels  this,  and  every  pleasing  sensation 
is  a  sweet  morsel  for  faith ;  and  the  whole  soul 
enlarges,  fattens,  and  enriches,  under  its  charm- 
ing and  pleasing  influences.  I  have  been  much 
jneekened,  softened,  melted,  and  humbled  of 
late;  for  the  best  of  Fathers,  and  sweetest  of 
all'iLords,  has  been  kind,  tender,  and  propitious, 
to  the  much  despised  Coalheaver. 

Frances,  God  bless  thee;  be  of  good  cheer; 
I  am  more  than  sure  that  he  loves  us  dearly. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

The  higher  power  is  now  coming  to  send 
you  her  salutation,  I  must  therefore  take  the 
lowest  room. 
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CCLXXV. 

Dec.  17, 1812. 
The  Cripple  to  the  Invalid  sendetb  greeting. 

]xIy  bone9  hay^  been  for  30ine  days  acbifig 
with  pain,  and  ypur  tabernacle  totters  with 
weakness.  But  tbe  njjnd  is  free,  pind  faith  can 
travel  when  the  body  becomes  a  prisoner;  there 
are  hut  two  things  out  of  hell,  or  under  heaven, 
that  can  in  any  sense  hurt  the  souls  of  mtn ; 
the  first  is  iinpardoned  sin,  the  secood  i^  unap^ 
phased  wrath-  If  these  are  gone  we  may  laugh 
at  devils,  at  inbred  corruption,  at  heresies,  and 
at  all  the  world ;  for  we  are  made  nigh  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  and  saved  from  wrath  throu^ 
birn»  This  makes  us  jail^jirds  teap  for  joy,  and 
supb  prisoners  of  hope  to  triuajph.  The  re^* 
TOoval  of  sin  and  wrath  is  casting  up  the  high-' 
way,  making  the  mountains  low,  crooked  thifigs 
fktraight,  wd  rough  places  plain:  seeing  und 
feeling  the  removal  of  these  two  evils,  is  seeing 
fQF  ourselves  the  salvation  of  God.  God  has 
pardoned  us,  and  sworn  that  he  aever  more  wil 
be  wrath  with  us;  so  that  the  path  of  life  is 
clear,  and  the  glorious  inheritance  is  sure. 
?  Our  adoption  and  sonship  secure  us  an  ever- 
lasting name  that  is  never  to  be  cut  off  with  n 
shilling,  never  to  be  taken  from  tbe  Jast  will. 
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n^ret  to'hc  4i^inheritqd^  never  to  be  f[t)aTi- 
donedy  never  to  be  deprived  of  the  r^w^^-d^ 
whjich  is  sure  to  all  the  seed:  and  the  incorrup- 
tible seed  of  peace  and  joy,  faith  and  hope,  love 
«  and  lifci  are  foretastes,  earnests,  and  first  fruits> 
of  the  grand  portion,  which  waits  for  our  arrival 
.who  belong  to  the  worshipful  company  of  tramps 
and  beggars.  Even  the  coalheaver,  who  is  the 
tnake-game  of  professors,  and  the  common  sport 
of  fools;  evfih  he  has  got  :^9  less  in  Ins  head 
than  all  ths  ensigns  of  royalty  and  the  regalia^ 
of  heaven,  and  is  often  amasing  and  pleasing 
himself  with  the  thoughts  of  royal  robes,  a 
crown,  a  throne,  a  kingdom,  a  river  of  pleasure,- 
the  tree  of  life,  the  fountain  of  living  waters, 
and  a  clear  view  of  the  fountain  of  all  beauty*. 
These,  all  these,  and  many  more  such  likei 
things,  are  in  the  Doctor's  heart  and  head ;  nor 
can  the  devil  himself  drive  them  out. 

Now  let  me  claim  fellowship  with  thee,  fellow^ 
sianer,  who  art  scourged  for  tliy  sina.  I  calt 
you  fellov(r  sufferer;  and,  being  often  shut  up 
in  unbelief,  I  call  you  fellow  prisoner;  and, 
being  at  war  with  the  devil,  thou  art  my  fellow^ 
soldier.  In  these  characters  heat  and  moisture 
must  attend  U3;  through  fire  and  water  we 
must  enter  the  wealthy  place.  The  fiery  trial 
within  consumes  and  bums  up  the  webs,  the 
rust,  and  the  dross ;  and  the  water  corned  after, 
|p  cool,  moisten,  refresh,  and  revive 
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«  •  •  • 

The  Coalheavcr  sends  his  love  to  the  higher 

powers. 

S.S. 


CCLXXVI. 

Feb.  25,  1813. 


BEAR  FRIEND, 


Happy,  thrice  happy  are  we  who  have  the  God 
of  Jacob  for  our  help,  though  we  are  such 
strange  riddles  to  all  the  world. 

I  am  getting  old,  yet  a  new  creature  in  Christ 
Jesus.  My  legs  and  hands  tremble  and  totter, 
and  yet  I  am  an  iron  pillar  and  a  brazen  wall. 
Nothing  but  frailty,  and  yet  enduied  with  ever- 
lasting strength.  A  condemned  criminal,  and 
yet  just  before  God  arid  conscience.  Often  ill, 
yet  blessed  with  saving  health.  Twice  dead, 
yet  alive  for  evermore.  A  polluted  leper,  yet 
without  spot.  An  enemy  to  God,  yet  in  eternal 
friendship  with  him.  A  vile  sinner,  yet  a  saint 
of  the  first  class.  A  beggar,  and  yet  an  heir  of 
two  worlds.  A  worm  of  the  dust,  and  yet  an 
angel  of  God.  An  awful  rebel,  and  yet  an 
ambassador  of  peace.  Nothing  but  evil,  yet 
filled  with  all  goodness.  A  worm  of  the  dust, 
and  yet  an  heir  of  God.  A  gloom  of  darkness^ 
and  yet  a  shining  light,  A  carnat,  ignorant 
fool,   and  yet  a  spiritual  teacher.     Naturally 


barren,  yet  father  of  a  hundred  children.  The 
last  of  all,  yet  few  are  before  me.  In  the  lowest 
room,  yet  on  a  throne  of  state;  Job  xxxvi.  7- 
A  servant  of  servants,  and  yet  attended  by  an- 
gels. The  offspring  of  a  thief,  and  yet  a  son  of 
the  King  of  kings.  An  incarnate  devil,  and  yet 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  A  coal  heaver, 
and  yet  a  priest  of  the  most  high  God.  A 
labourer  in  the  vineyard,  and  yet  a  ruler  in 
Israel.  A  condemned  heretic,  and  yet  a  teacher 
of  the  Gentiles  in  faith  and  verity.  A  man  of 
a  bad  spirit,  yet  blessed  with  divine  inspiration. 
An  Antinomian,  yet  an  evangelist  of  the  Lord, 
The  offscouring  of  the  earth,  and  yet  the  trea- 
sure  of  heaven.  The  bane  of  mankind,  and  the 
delight  of  the  Almighty.  An  ill  savour  to  sin- 
ners, and  yet  the  salt  that  preserves  them. 

The  Coalmerchant. 


CGLXXVir. 

May  1813. 

The  sire  to  his  children,  with  a  few  first  fruits 
of  the  land  tythes  and  offerings,  together  with  a 
tythe  pig,  to  eat  with  the  new  baked  potatoes. 
The  choice  Lamb  and  the  bitter  herbs  are  food 
for  the  soul;  but  this  is  for  the  belly.  God 
bless  my  dear  children.  So  prays  the  much 
despised 

COAJ-HEAVEJI. 
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CCLXXVIII. 

G#ae^  tflercj^  and  peace,  thfough  our  L<lrd  Jesa& 

Christ. 

X  RECEIVED  yours,  wrth  gratitude  and  tfaank-' 

fulness  to  my  God  for  inclining  your  heart  ta 

inform  me  how  you  go  oti.    The  paper  kite  you 

intend  to  send  me  shall  not  come;  no,  by  na 

means ;  .  not   because   I    love   you  not,    God 

knoweth:  biit  it  is  best  for  pilgrims  of  my  cast 

to  live  from  hand  to  mouth.     My  heavenly 

Father  knows  what  is  needful,  and  has  scattered 

the  bounties  of  his  hand  before  me  for  thirty 

years;    while  I  have  followed  him,   trusting, 

depending,  weeping  and  wondering.    You  need 

not  solicit  my  prayers  or  entreaties,  for  I  cannot 

forget  thee;  my  soul  longs  after  thee;  and  I 

have  called  upon  his  most  holy  name  in  thy  be^ 

half,  and  that  with  many  tears — even  in  the 

night  as  well  as  in  the  day ;  and  I  have  thought^ 

and  do  think,  by  the  energy  and  liberty  I  have 

felt  at  it,  that  it  was  of  God  that  so  it  should 

be:  but  thi^  I  must  leave  you  to  judge  of  by 

€he  returns  of  heaven.    Nor  do  I  forget  the 

little  one  of  the  little  one.     But  two  things 

should  be  observed :  first,  watchfulness ;  ^^  Watch 

unt6  pfayer."     Secondly,   Tliankful  acknow- 

tedgtttents ;  **  Call  itpon  me  m  time  of  trouble  ; 

I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me.'' 
' •  -  •        "...  J  J 


Sacrifice  to  God  thanksgivings.  I  have  some- 
times vfished  thy  presence  when  in  a  praying; 
frame,  because  it  is  written,  "  If  two  of  yoii 
should  agree  tonching  any  thing  asked,  it  shall 
le  done  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.** 

I  do  not  wonder  at  Satan's  craftiness  with 
yon;  I  am  not  ignorant  of  his  devices,  having  felt 
him  in  both  garbs-**as  a  devil  and  an  angel  of 
light.  For  I  believe  there  is  nothing  that  is  vile; 
foul,  infamous,  blasphemous,  or  infernal,  but  ht 
hurled  at  me,  and  even  at  heaven  through  me, 
from  year's  end  to  year's  end,  both  by  day  and 
by  night,  till  my  intellects  were  so  shattered 
and  impaired,  that  I  knew  not  my  master  from 
my  mistress,  nor  how  to  give  an  answer  td 
cither.  But,  when  God  revealed  his  dear  Son 
in  me,  he  came  like  an  angel  of  light,  and 
fawned  over  me  like  a  cat,  telling  me  of  the 
safety  of  God's  elect,  their  certain  salvation,  and 
that  he  knew  my  security;  and  then  asked  me 
what  I  thought  of  his  doom,  and  of  apostatei 
and  sinners  among  mankind;  then  of  the  suffer* 
ings  of  the  brute  creation,  for  whom  there  wa< 
no  reward.  He  then  set  God's  purposes  before 
me  in  the  worst  light,  moving  my  passions,  till 
rtiy  bowels  sounded  like  an  harp  with  fleshly 
pity  to  those,  and  implacable  enmity  at  the  de* 
crees  of  God,  which  secured  me  from  Satan's 
rage  and  endless  misery. 
'     I  drd  lio  small  business  in  these  waters ;  but 
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God  delivered  me.    Those  you  read  of  in  Eze- 
kiel  viii.  14,  were  in  the  same;  and  the  root 
of  all  Arminianism  and  free-agency  is  nothing 
pise,  but  Satan  moving  the  carnal  and  corrupted 
passions  of  sinful  men.     And  need  you  wonder 
^t  this?  Satan  can  work  in  a  raving  man's  brain 
(Mark  v);  in  a  melancholy  man's  mind;  in  a 
poor  woman's   muscles,  Luke  xviii.   16;   in  a 
child's  bowels,  Luke  ix.  4fi;  and  even  in  the 
ears  and  mouth ;  for  both  deaf  and  dumb  were 
healed  by  our  Saviour's  casting  out  devils.  And, 
when  God  called    me  to  the  ministry,  Satan 
laboured  day  and  night  at  me,  to  keep  my  reli- 
gion to  myself,  terrifying  me  with  the  dangers 
that  attend  the  ministry;  but  God  kept  me  at  it 
under  every  imaginable  discouragement,   and 
blessed  it.   Then  Satan  threatened  that  he  would 
stir  up  both  professor  and  profane  against  me, 
in  which  he  was  as  good  as  his  word;  for  never 
did  a  poor,  illiterate,  defenceless  soul  meet  with 
more  reproach  and  opposition :  but  God's  hand 
upheld  me,  and  his  indignation  pursued  many 
of  them.     I  suffered,  as  Paul  says,  hunger,  cold, 
and  nakedness,  weariness  and  painfulness.    But, 
blessed  be  my  God,  it  was  not  in  vain;  for, 
though  I  believe  I  have  more  desperate  and  im- 
placable enemies  than  any  one  preacher  living, 
yet  I  believe  also  that  I  have  more  real  friends — 
I  mean  friends  of  God's  making ;  and  I  much 
question  if  there  is  a  city  or  county  in  Great 
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Britain  wherein  tibex€  )$  npk  a  soul  in  u^pjn 
ifith  me.  EtectioPi  aiid  the  whole  qounsi^l  of 
God,  must  be  piie^ch^d.  The  S^yiQwr  pre^cjlied 
the  saints'  bajcksUdings»  aJips,  $a<I  UWi;  the. 
strayed  sheep,  .and  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
son,  (in  which  his  riotous  living,  spending  his 
substance  with  hviots,  and  God-s  unspeakable 
mercy  to  him  after  all,  are  set  forth)  were  upoA 
nothing  else.  There  are  three  implanted  gra^^es 
in  the  hearts  of  God's  saints,  which  are  produc- 
tive of  all  their  fruits  and  good  works,  called 
"  the  work  of  faith,  labour  of  love,  and  patience 
of  hope  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  1  Thess.  i.  3. 
These  make  the  tree  and  his  fruit  good.  With- 
out these  all  is  corrupt;  without  faith  it  is  im- 
possible to  please  God,  "  for  whatsoever  is  not 
of  faith  i&  sin,"  Rom.  xiv.  S3.  Without  love 
man  is  nothing,  1  Cor.  xiii.  2,  3;  and  to  have  no 
hope  is  to  be  without  God  in  the  world,  £ph.  ii. 
12.  What  I  jneaiit  by  carnal  things,  is  what 
Paul  calls  them,  Rom.  xv.  27;  1  Cor.  ix.  11. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  your  good  disposition 
towards  unworth^^  me;  and  I  hope  to  share  in 
your  prayers,  as  you  do  in  mine;  for  I  am  spirit- 
ually poor  and  needy,  a  pauper,  and  momen- 
tarily dependant  upon  the  fulness  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  declares  that  he  will  water  us 
every  moment,  and  keep  us  night  and  day. 
Make  him  your  rest  and  refuge;  and,  when 
once  he  becqmes  yonr  delight,  he  will  be  your 

VOL.  II.  o 
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exceeding  great  reward:  without  hinii  and  an 
interest  in  his  favour,  destruction  and  misery 
are  in  all  our  ways«  Before  I  found  the  Lord 
Jesus  I  envied  every  thing  that  had  not  a  souL 
But  now  I  find  all  fulness  in  the  Covenant  Head» 
who  affords  me  such  a  continual  supply,  as  I  stand 
in  need,  that  I  covet  the  state  of  no  soul  living; 
and,  when  you  come  to  experience  the  same, 
you  will  say  so  too.  All  peace  to  the  dove. 
Yours  in  the  cleft  of  the  Rock, 


CCLXXIX. 

The  Cabin. 

To  the  Little  One  greeting ;  perfect  peace,  and  at  such 

a  time. 

I  RECEIVED  the  little  paper  kite,  with  all  its 
contents;  Mrs.  M.  held  it  by  the  string  till  I 
caught  it.  Give  no  encomiums,  you  know  not 
what  a  debtor  I  am  to  grace;  hope  ever  to  be 
little  and  base  in  my  own  ey^.  The  Covenant 
Head  is  the  efficient  of  every  good  work;  the 
procuring  cau;se  of  all  blessedness  to  us,  and  the 
moving  cause  of  every  holy  affection,  sensa- 
tion,  and  motion:  he  directs,  inclines,  and  em- 
powers both  to  will  and  to  do.  I  have  laid  the 
fears,  cares,  concerns,  and  desires,  of  the  little 
one  before  the  face  of  the  Omnipotent  and  all- 
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Wisfe  Disposer,  imploring  spiritual  fortitude  on 
the  Tniad  of  the  juuior,  and  a  visible  restraint 
on  the  senior  party* 

But  ask  wisdom  from  above  to  direct  thee; 
*'  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall 
direct  thy  paths***  You  little  think  how  free^ 
how  condescending  he  is  to  poor  sensible  souU 
that  feel  their  need  of  him.  His  unparalleled 
humiliation,  in  stooping  so  low,  in  his  remen:« 
brancc  of  me  in  my  low  estate,  has  left  such  a 
soul  dissolving  and  lasting  impression  on  my 
mind,  as  can  never  be  obliterated;  and,  should  I 
live  a  thousand  years,  the  effects  would  ever  be 
*'  as  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing/'  His  pre* 
sence  casts  an  heavenly^  radiance  over  my  whole 
soul,  and  over  the  whole  world ;  "  His  glory 
covers  the  heavens,  and  the  earth  is  full  of  his 
praise,"  when  he  shines  as  my  everlasting  light, 
my  God,  and  my  glory.  But  an  eclipse  upon 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  is  a  darkness  that  may 
be  felt;  all  created  good  can  never  fill  the 
vacancy,  nor  repair  the  loss:  I  go  mourning 
without  the  sun.  Job  says,  **  O  that  I  knew 
where  I  might  find  him,  O  that  it  was  with  mc 
as  in  months  past,  when  the  Almighty  was  with 
me,  and  my  glory  was  fresh  in  me ;  when  the 
candle  of  God  shined  upon  my  head,  and  the 
dew  lay  all  night  upon  my  branch  T  God's 
choice  of  his  people  is  not  intended  to  stumt^le 
the  sincere  seeker^  but  to  let  such  seekers  know 

o  S 
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that  God's  election  is  the  sple  cause  of  their 
-seeking;  "  Shall  not  God  avenge  his  own 
elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him?'* 

iBut  I  m^st  have  done,  for  the  little  Welsh 
runt  is  coming  to  take  this. — She  is^  I  believe; 
pregnant  with  hopes,  and  travails  hard  in  soul 
for  thee.  I  commit  thee  to  the  Father  of  spirits, 
and  conclude  in  tlie  bond  peculiar  to  kindred 
isouls.  . 


CCLXXX. 

1  HE  tidings  of  my  little  one  are  always  accept- 
able  to  her  willing  servant.  Am  sorry  for  lier 
indisposition,  and  her  father's  frowns.  But  so 
it  must  be;  the  frowns  of  an  oflFended  God,  and 
the^  reproaches  and  lashes  of  an  accusing  conr 
science,  are  worse  to  bear  than  all  the  clouds 
of  A.  or  all  the  cavils  of  C.  Pray  constantly 
for  your  poor  father,  and  kaep  a  good  con- 
science towards  God  and  him,  and  you  wrll  be 
found  ^t  last  the  most  dutiful  of  all  the  frater- 
nity;  and  in  his  expiring  moments  his  daugh- 
ter Betsy's  company  will  be  highly  prized,  when 
the  rest  will  b6  forbidden  the  room.  His  con- 
science is  on  your  side  now;  and  there  is  no- 
thing in  him  against  you  but  the  native  enmity 
of-  the  mind,  which  Satan  instilled  into  us  when 
Adam  fell.      Your  conscience  will  never  re- 
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l^roiich  you  for  disobedience  to  parentii,  w)ier|[ 
Ood  and  truth  are  canc^erned;  and,  if  yoii  pr£l^ 
constantly  for  hini,  it  ti^ill  ht  an  emballning  r^ 
flection  to  yoa  whea  ht  is  goh^,  ^^  When  fathef 
end  mother  forsake  me,"  says  the  psalmisti 
f*  the  Lord  will  take  m6  up/' 

Fostering  children^  and  attending  to  schtfrols^ 
-Axi.  praying  and  preaching  in  workhouses,  pri*- 
sons,  and  aniongali  sorts  of  sick  persons;  and 
even  for  criminals  in  their  cells,  and  at  the 
^How6 ;  have  a  great  outside  shew,  and  are  in- 
tended to  gain  applause;  they  ar^  applauded, 
and  therefore,  as  our  Lord  says,  ^'  they  have 
their  reward.'*  But  in  the  greiat  diy  of  accounts 
what  does  it  all  amount  to?  Why  to  this;  "  fdr- 
asmuch  as  ye  have  not  dk)ne  it  to  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  not  done  it  unto  me,  and 
the^e  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment." And  he  tdld  them  this  in  his  woi*d  be- 
fore; ** Sinners,"  says  he,  "love  sinners,  and 
give  to  sinners;  and,  if  ye  were  of  the  world, 
the  world  would  love  its  own;  but  becauae  ye 
are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  iihosen  you  out 
of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you/* 

People  will  have  something  of  a  religion,  to 
appease  their  blind  consciences,  and  gain  a 
:naiAe,  as  Christ  says  of  the  Jews;  "All  their 
v^orks  are  to  be  seed  of  men."  And  he  askft, 
"How  can  yoii  believe,  that  receive  honour  one 
of  anotlier,  add  not  tht  honour  that  comelih 
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horn  God  only  ?"  Such  are  conscious  that 
God  has  done  nothing  for  them,  and  therefor^ 
they  will  do  something  for  God,  to  bring  him 
in  their  debtor;  vhich  makes  them  hate  election, 
l>ecause  it  sets  aside  all  these  things  in  our  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  demolishes  all  ground 
of  boasting,  which  these  cannot  bear.  Hiese 
performances  are  put  in  the  room  of  the  Sa- 
viour's blood  and  righteousness;  in  the  stead  <^ 
ihis  most  holy  Spirit  and  especial  grace,  and  in 
the  place  of  his  mediation  and  intercession;  and 
therefore  at  the  great  day  they  plead  them — 
their  alms,  sacramental  duties,  and  instruction 
of  others;  "  We  have  prophesied  in  thy  name; 
thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets;  we  have  eaten 
und  drunk  iu  thy  presence;  and  when  did  we 
ever  see  thee  hungry,  thirst}',  naked,  sick,  or  in 
prison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  thee?"  They 
had  been  at  all  this  work ;  but  still  all  they  got 
for  answer  was,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  workers 
of  iniquity,  I  never  knew  you/' 

And  my  poor  little  one's  motherhood  and 
guardianship  has  never  procured  her  one  smile 
from  God,  one  ray  from  his  throne,  one  grain 
of  the  assurance  of  her  life,  nor  one  hour's  true 
and  real  tranquillity  of  mind:  she  has  spent 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  labour 
for  that  which  satisfieth  not.'^  She  must  be 
brought  ta  Christy  and  then  she  will  delight 
^rself  with  fatness;  but  never  till  then.  Many 


199. 

works  may  be  performed,  and  be  good  works 
MM  done  to  the  poor  and  needy,  while  the  mo-^ 
tives  and  root  of  the  workman  are  base ;  as  (for 
instance)  when  they  are  done  to  gain  a  name,  or 
substituted  in  place  of  the  merits  of  Christ,  to 
procure  the  divine  favour. 

The  general  mode  of  preaching  in  the  pre- 
sent day  is  lopping  off  the  outward  branches, 
furnishing  the  head,  learning  to  prate,  reform- 
ing the  life,  and  makiqg  hypocrites  in  Zion; 
^hen  they  are  more  secure,  more  proud,  and 
more  envious,  agaipst  the  power  of  godliness, 
than  they  were  before.  In  short,  all  human 
performances  are  a  bed  too  short  to  give  a  weary 
Qoul  rest,  and  a  covering  too  narrow  to  hide  sin 
and  shame,  Isaiah  xxviii.  20;  lix.  6;  xxx.  1. 
{Ivery  awakened  soul  says  the  same,  and  so 
doe^ 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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1  MUST  say  that  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  thee, 
my  lady,  and  am  sorry  when  those,  whose  wel- 
fare God  inclines  my  heart  to  seek,  are  absent 
from  the  assemblies,  especially  when  Wisdom 
furnishes  her  own  table,  mingles  her  wines,  and 
eqtertains  her  guests ;  when  the  power  of  the 
l^ord  is  present  to  heal ;  when  the  light  of  his 
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countenance  shines;  when  the  outgoit/gs^  of 'feoff 
appear  in  tire  sanctuary;  and  'ArheA  thef  woi-dl 
of  Wisdom  arc  a  flowing  brook.     Grace — ^gi^ace 
seasons  the  words,  and  oil  flows  in  the  erase ; 
then,  then  do  I  wish  to  see  the  poor  and  needy, 
the  spiritually  poor,  present,  be'cause  I  ItnOicf 
that   the    children   tf  the    bridechamb*T    are 
sweetly  banqirctted   when  the  Bridegroom-  i^ 
with  them;  for  "  in  his  favour  is  life;  weeping 
may  endure  for  a  nrght,  but  joy  coinetb  in  the 
morning."     And;  though  he  promises  his  pi*e- 
sence  wher6  twaor  three  meet  in  his  name,  to 
fhe  world's  end,  yithis  visitations  are  not  al* 
ways  alike ;  sometimeii  reproof,  rebuke,  support^ 
Encouragement,  correction,  instruction,  disco- 
veries of  fresh'  evils,  hilmbling  sensations,  ctiti- 
victions  of  wrong,  light,  life,  power,  love,  com- 
fort and  enlargement  of  heart ;  all  these  do  at 
time's  attend  the  word.     At  other  times,  as  the 
holy  spouse  says,  "  T  sougTit  him,  but  I  found 
him  not;  I  called  him,  but  he  gave  no  answer/' 
At  such  barren  seasons  my  \vicked  heart  says, 
*  I  care  not  how  few  attend,'     But  what  the 
Ffbly  Spirit  sayS  is  wonderful— that  Gbd  biitai^^ 
Bles  himself  to  behold  the  things  done  in  h&i^ 
ven ;  but  \)o\\^  much  more  to  look  to,  and  dwdf 
\Vith  therti  tliat  are  of  a'  contrite  heart,  'jitirf 
ti*cmble  at  liis  word ;  -wheii  wdkhbw  that  there 
is  nothing  lovely  in  us  to' attract  his  love,  but? 
quite  the  reverse';  nor  subhiissioft  to  His  wrlVto^ 
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exdfehls compassi^';'iU 'ij  sovereign  afld ffefti 
--^**  i  will  hav^  mtrty  tm  whom  I  wWl  haW 
mercy,  and  cotafi^SsSon  'dft  wh6ifi  I  M^)U  hatij 
compassion/'  Exod.  iclxitiil  19- 

I  ktto#  not  what  yOa  mean  by  *  something 
hove  aeceptaWe,  as  a  ioktiA  of  W^e.'  Yt)U  atf 
ti<l>  debtor  to  me;  you  have  reiped  few  or  nd 
s))ifitna!ls  from  tne^  noi^ do]  expect carrna)  things 
from  you :  "  It  Js  mW6  fe^eissed  to  give  ihatr  W 
receive/'  Acts  xx.  55.  If  the  L^rd  wotffd  ho- 
noiur  me  in  being  a  means  of  your  establishment 
in  the  faith  and  truth  of  Christ,  my  soul  shall 
bless  him,  for  such  shall  be  "  ipy  joy  and  the 
•crown  of  my  rejoicing/*  And  of  these  spoils  I 
hope  and  trust  I  have  a  good  dowry.  Upon,  or 
of,  the  providence  of  my  God  I  hope  never  to 
be  independent.  His  goodness  has  passed  be- 
fore  me  for  thirty  years;  and  I  have  followed 
hard  after  him,  with  tears  of  grief  and  of  grati- 
tude, watching  bis  hand,  observing  bis  st'eps^ 
and  defending  on  his  truth  and  faithfulness^ 
which  have  never  failed-  me^  though*  my  heart 
has  often  failed.  "  With  my  staff,"  says  Jacobs 
^'  I  passed  this  J^ordan^  and  now  I  am  become 
Iwo  btfrids/' 

-  A  condfetabetl  crimihal,  a  beggar  on  thb 
dungliiH',  wiais  J  when  di\'*ine  Justice  arrested 
iMi  bnt;  through  grace;  I  am  made  a  child  of 
God  by  fklth,  and  aniieir  of  the  great  reward 
of  inl^ribaneft.    Stupei^dbus  mercy,  to  stoop  so 
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low;  and  infinite  grace,  to  raise  so  poor  a  wretch 
60  high!  But  ao  it  is. — ^<  He  bringeth  low,  and 
lifteth  up ;  he  raiseth  the  poor  out  of  the  dust, 
and  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill, 
that  he  may  set  them  among  the  priqces  of  his 
people,  and  make  them  to  inherit  the  throne  of 
glory."  This  method  sovereign  clemency  still 
pursues;  and  God  grant  the  little  one  may 
share  largely  in  this  divine  bounty;  so  prays, 
less  than  the  least  of  all  his  household,  but 

Yours  willingly  in  the  brotherly  Covenant, 


CCLXXXII. 

The  little  Ob\n,  Tuesday  mormngft  four  oVlockj^ 

Au^st«  1802. 

It  is  exceeding  kind  in  my  dear  lady  to  let  mo 
know  how  she  goes  on.  The  little  kite  rejoiced 
my  heart ;  it  came  unexpectedly^  and  afforded 
some  joy,  and  some  sorrow;  and  under  the 
sweet  humbling,  meekening,  and  softening  in- 
fluence, of  the  same  heavenly  composition  of 
different  graces,  have  I  entreated  the  most  be- 
nign of  all  parents  to  remember  thee  with  the 
favour  that  he  bears  to  his  own  people,  th^at 
thou  mayest  see  the  felidty  of  his  chosen,  that 
thou  mayest  rqoice  ia  the  gladness  of  his.  na-* 
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tion^  and  glory  with  his  inheritance.  Sui^ely  I 
^can  say  in  some  measure,  as  my  divine  Master 
once  did)  ^^  I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not 
of;  which  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  th^t  sent 
xne,  and  to  finish  bis  work;"  and  pext  to  my 
own  salvation  is  the  salvation  of  those  who 
feel  their  need.  May  I  in  this  work  ever  see 
the  travail  of  a  Redeemer's  soul,  and  be  satis- 
&td ;  and  may  the  pleasure  of  God  prosper  in 
)ii8  hands ! 

The  secret  awe  put  upon  the  senior  party, 
and  giving  thee  ieyes  to.  see  and  a  heart  to  ac- 
knowledge  it,  is  such  condescension  in  the  At* 
eighty,  that  it  greatly  emboldens  us,  encou^ 
rages  faith,  excites  gratitude,  ennobles  the 
mind^  and  endears  God  to  us:  ^'Thy  gentle 
dealings  have  made  me  great."  For  this  kind- 
ness to  thee  my  soul  has  blessed  him  with  maiiy 
tears.  ^*  Who  shall  harm  you,"  says  Peter,  "  if 
ye  follow  that  which,  is  good  ? "  I  have  felt  for 
thee  in  thy  complaints ;  do  pray  that  God  would 
pave  the  way  for  thee  to  attend  the  means.  It 
is  not  without  cause,  that  Wisdom  says,  **  What 
thine  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might, 
for  there  is  no  device  in  the  grave."  While  the 
Sun  of  righteousness  shines  it  is  our  summer ; 
while  the  word  is  preached  it  is  our  seed  timt 
and  harvest,  and  under  this  we  are  upon  our 
great  trial  for  eternity.  "  One  soweth,  and  an- 
other reapeth^  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  eternal 
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life?'  Jeremiah's  worst  lamentatida  forl^raed 
is,  ^^Tbe  haf  vest  is  past)  the  summer  is  eaded^ 
lind'we  are  n6t  sated."  "  If  you  seek  ibe,"  says 
Chri^,  ^  let  these  go  their  way :"— *a  hint  for 
them  to  depart. '  ^^  Then  htis  disciples  forsook 
him  and  fled."  Bcit  not  Peter.;  he  foHowed  t9 
see  the  end,  thdt  led -him  to  liis  fall.  Jesus 
appeared  to  thb  disciples.  But  Thomas  wofs  not 
there  when  Christ  appeapet),  which  brought  oin 
his  fit  of  unbelief.  Neither  of  these  ibode  witli 
thteflDck^ 

I  hjtd  a  great  time  last  Stindiy  mornings 
when  one,  whom  my  soul  longs  to  feed,  bad  her 
^eat  empty  at  the  feast.  In  these  things  yott 
will  see  the  need  of  prayer  for  a  way  to  be 
made*  All  opportunities  are  little  ^ttough  to 
Enable  us  to  make  our  calling  and  electron  sure. 
But  I  spare  my  poor  little  one.  1  hope  you  will 
contrive  to  conie  and  spend  a  day  with  me  thi^ 
week)  and,  if  po*(sible,  let  it  be  Thursday,  and 
1  will  send  the  King's  statd  vehicle  to  meet  you*; 
fbr  it  is  the  King's  gift,  and  you  must  share  in 
the  eotisecration.  In  this  say  me  not  nay«  Am 
sensibly  touched  with  thy  dejection  and  grief, 
yet  doubt  not  but  God  will  reibember  the  lovtr 
;e8tate  of  his  l^nd maiden :  and  *^  blessed  is  she 
Ahat  believed,  for  there  shall  b^  a  performainoe 
of  tl[H)se  things  told  her  by  th6  Lord." 

S.&. 
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CCLX]^XIIT. 

Nov.  22,  1802. 

J  COULD  not  forbear  rising  e&rly  iim  tnoroipg 
to  bless  the  God  of  all  oomfort  in  thy  behalf, 
f3r  his  great  condesoensibn  m  stooping  so  low^ 
aii<l  humbling  himself  to  listen  to  the  poor  ixHf 
perfect  petition^  of  fallen  and  deprived  mortalsi^ 
in  favour  of  your  poor  little  ojie.  ^^  Praise  i; 
comely  for  the  upright  ;'*  and  to  sacrifice  with 
thanksgiving  pleases  the  Most  High  better  than 
a  bullock  that  hath  horns  and  hoofs :  thp  hnxnr 
ble»  the  poor  in  spirit,  shall  hear  of  thi9»  and  bje 
glad,  and  their  heart  shall  live  that  seek  God. 
He  "  never  said  to  the  seed  of  Jacob,  Seek  yp 
me  in  vain."  He  ia  rich  towards  all  that  call 
upon  him,  if  tliey  feel  their  need  of  what  they 
eail  upon  him  for,  plead  his  promise,  and  mak^ 
use  of  the  name,  merits,  and  office  characters  of 
hfs  dear  Son,  who  is  the  only  Mediator  and  (iigh 
Priest  of  our  profession. 

How  prevalent  is  prayer  when  thus  put  Up^ 
and  followed  with  importunity!  But  we  mas|: 
continue  at  it,  and  mingle  our  petitions  wit|i 
thanks  for  what  he  has  done ;  and  ypu  will  sef 
that  even  the  devils  must  be  subject  to  Uf 
li)rough  his  name.  A  form  of  godliness  withoy|:' 
the  power  is  the  mask  of  a  dissembler,  w'bic^ 
<K>nsttitut^s  a  vvolf  in  a  sheep's  skin.  The  pow^' 
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of  godliness  appears  in  searching  onr  reins  and 
hearts,  and  making  manifest  their  counsels ;  in 
bringing  us  in  guilty  by  the  application  of  the 
broken  IsLvr,  and  holding  us  fast  to  a  sight  and 
sense  of  our  sins,  though  we  fain  would  shake 
them  off,  and  fly  out  of  his  band ;  in  supporting 
<us  under  the  fiery  trial ;  in  bowing  our  wills  to 
the  will  of  God,  and  making  us  submit  to  his 
chastening  hand ;  in  delivering  us  from  guilt, 
fear,  wrath,  and  from  the  accusations  of  Satan^ 
law,,  and  conscience,  and  enabling  us  to  believe 
that  we  are  loved  with  an  everlasting  love  in 
Christ,  though  we  are  by  nature  children  of 
wrath  even  as  others. 

The  power  of  God  appears  in  subduing  the 
vile  corruptions  of  our  hearts,  though  they 
struggle  hard  against  us ;  in  preserving  us  from 
the  paths  of  the  destroyer,  though  Satan  em- 
ploys his  thousands  to  ensnare  and  seduce  us. 
The  power  stands  in  the. predominancy  of  his 
love,  in  the  reigning  power  of  his  grace,  and 
in  the  Spirit  helping  our  infirmities  at  a  throne 
of  grace.  And  those,  who  are  strangers  to 
every  branch  of  this  power,  have  no  more  of 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  than  Satan,  as  all 
short  of  that  is  nothing  but  a  fair  shew  in  the 
^esh,  voluntary  humility,  and  will  worship;*— 
it  is  bodily  exercise,  which  profiteth  nothing: 
and  all  that  such  formalists  can  do  is  to  heal* 
the  wound  that  God  inflicts  slightly/  crying; 
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"  Peace,  peace,"  when  God  has  not  spoken  peace. 
Such  are  physicians  of  no  value.  But  it  has 
often  heen  the  sad  calamity  of  God's  elect  to 
fall  among  such  thieves,  till  the  good  Samaritan 
has  come  with  his  oil  and  wine,  to  bind  them  up 
and  heal  them. 

The  poor  prodigal  joined  himself  to  a  citizen 
of  this  country;  not  a  citizen  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  but  of  the  Jerusalem  that  now  is, 
and  is  in  bondage  with  all  her  children.     But 
the  dreadful  famine  that  happened ;  not  a  fa« 
mine  of  bread  or  of  water,  but  of  hearing  the 
word  of  the  Lord;  drove  him  to  his  father's 
house,  where  he  found   better  fare  than  the 
former  had.     And,  as  Nathan  said  unto  David^ 
so  I  say  to  thee — ^Thou  art  the  woman !    How- 
ever, you  must  purge  yourself  from  these,  or 
you  shall  never  be  a  vessel  of  honour,  meet  for 
the  Master's  use.     But,  if  Christ  Jesus  ever 
manifests  himself  to  thy  heart,  and  makes  his 
abode  there,  thou  wilt  have  company  enough ; 
and  then  thy  present  companions  will  procure 
thee  so  many  frowns  and  spiritual  desertions, 
attended  with  such  slights  and  fits  of  cruel  jea- 
lousy, as  will  make  thee  cry  out,  "Wo  is  me 
that  I  sojourn  in  Mesech,  and  have  my  habita- 
tion among  the  tents  of  Kedar ! "  So  I  foretell, 
and  so  your  conscience  believes. 

Yours  very  affectionately, 
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Grace,  Mercy,  and  Peace,  to  the  Little  One. 

Xhis  has  been  a  day  in  which  I  have  met  with 
nuch  undeserved  indulgence  and  soul-humbling 
nearness  and  access,  by  the  faith  of  him  whom 
my  soul  loveth.  At  such  times  I  gi\^e  myself 
unto  prayer,  embrace  solitude,  and  bless  him 
for  such  sweet  mom^ents;  and  in  all  my  imper- 
fect addresses  of  late  1  have  had  thee  in  re- 
membrance, and  with  much  freedom  entreated 
him  to  teach  thee  himself;  and,  whoever  might 
be  the  instrument,  that  the  application  might 
b«  such  as  should  convince  thee  that  the  ex« 
cellency  of  the  power  is  of  God,  and  not  of 
man.  Agreeably  to  his  own  promise,  "  they 
shall  all  be  taught  of  God,"  and  great  shall  be 
their  peace. 

I  am  glad  that  you  find  some  freedom  on 
your  knees ;  but  be  sure  to  make  use  of  the 
only  Mediator  and  interceding  High  Priest  of 
our  profession.  Moses  was  in  the  high  office 
of  mediator  at  the  giving  of  the  law;  and  Miriam 
was  smitten  with  leprosy,  Aaron  was  reproved, 
itnd  Korah  and  his  company  slain,  for  attempt*^ 
ing  to  invade  that  office.  Afterwards  the  high 
priest  a^lone  (for  there  never  was  to  be  more 
than  one  at  a  time)  drew  near  to  God  as  the 
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iNspfesetitative  of  the  nation,  and  they  in  him. 
God  Diddered  a  boundary  to  be  fixed  all  round 
the  mount  at  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  left  no 
way  p|>en  but  by  Moses,  who  stood  in  the  gap. 
Israel  prayed  that  God  would  speak  to  Moses, 
and  that  Moses  might  speak  to  them ;  and  God 
said, "  They  have  well  spoken :  I  will  raise  them 
up  a  Prophet  like  unto  Moses.''  Hence  the 
Saviour's  charge;  "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  what-* 
s6ever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he 
will  give  it  you:  hitherto  have  ye  asked  no- 
thing in  my  name;  ask,  and  ye  shall  receive.'* 
Again ;  "  At  that  day  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name,'* 
John  xvi.  24.  And  again,  "  Whatsoever  ye  ask 
in  my  name,  that  will  I  do ;  if  ye  ask  any  thing 
in  my  nanie,  I  w?II  do  it,"  John  xiv.  13,  14. 
You  see  how  strictly  he  charges  them  upon  this 
head;  The  unalterable  and  only  way  of  ap- 
preach  is  through  him ;  "  For  through  him  we 
both  have  access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father,'* 
Eph.  ii.  18.  God  accepts  us  in  the  Beloved, 
and  blesses  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
heavenly  places  in  hiui.  No  prayer  can  as- 
cend any  other  way,  nor  any  blessing  come  but 
through  the  same :  he  i^  the  channel  of  all  con- 
veyance. 

I  had  rather  send  thee  a  little  new  wine  of 

the  kingdom  than  take  thy  old  port.     I  know 

not  how  it'is,  but  I  am  much  concerned  for  thy 

welfare,  and  dp  bless  my  God  that  I  have  great 

VOL.  ri.  p 
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freedptn  with  the  Most  High /or  thee,  and  have 
besought  his  faqc  in  tbfy.  heh^f;  ^ith .  tumy 
tears;  which  to  me  is  great  .etiqo)irageip.entj 
for  Paul  says^  and  I  know  it  is  true,  [^\  that  not 

• 

many  wise,,  not  nKUiy  i>ofblc;  apt  -many  rich,  aw 
called/*  '  V 

I  did  not  iqtend  to  ^tite  nqw,  but  could 
not  forbear;  ypur  case  apd  st$te  seem  to  \ie 
near,  and  niake  inroads  op  my  mind*  As^k  iBe 
not  to  come  to  Clapham.  You  will  bring  an 
old  house  over  your  h^adj  and  it  is  notalittl^ 
faith  th^t  ca.n  prop  it,up»  I  am  hated  witl^ 
cruel  hatred;  as  Christ  say§,  "  You  shall  be 
l^ated  of  all  men  for  my  napie's  sake*"  And 
depend  upon  this,  you  will  be  a  sparrow  alone, 
should  it  be  once  known  tliat  I  had  visited  you. 
Preacher  and.hearer,  professor-  and  profane,  wHJ 
all  forsake  you,  and  visit  you  no  more,  should 
it  be  knowu  that  you  are*  in  any  degree  at- 
tached to  my  ministry.  "  Thou  art  good  in  my 
sight,"  said  the  king  pf  Gath  to  David,  **  never* 
tjieless  the  lords  favour  thee  not;  therefore  de- 
part, that  thou  offend  not  tl\e  lords  of  the  PhU 
listines."    You  know  how  to  apply  it 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  he  with  th/ee;  the 
Lord  bless,  preserve,  and  keep,  the  little  scrap 
of  honpur!  and  set  her  down  MTithii^  the  bond 
of  the  covfinant,  manifestly  an  cleict  l^dyl— 
Amen  and  amen,  $ays  her.  willing. serv^toj  in  thft 
household  of  faith,.  . 
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CCLXXXV, 

Cricklewood. 

t)earl^  beloved  in  the  Lord  of  all  lords^ 

X  OUR  few  lines  op'  Wednesday  pleased  me 
much.  Am  glad  to  hear  of  every  iiidulgence^ 
visit,  gratification^  or' encouragement^  with  which 
the  Almighty  favours  ;thee.  By  frowns  and 
smiles j  momentary  rays  and  gloomy  nights; 
visits  and  .withdrawings ;  embracing  and  re^ 
fraining;  feasts  and  fasts;  is  the  dear  Re^ 
deemer  known  to  the  sons  of  men.  ^is  reward 
is- always  with  him,  and  fapiine  always  attends 
his  departure.  All  creation  is  a  blanks  if  the 
reward  of  the  high  calling  be  absent.  He  is 
my  helpless  soul's  eternal  all,  and  without  him 
I  am  the  quintessence  of  all  aipisery.  But  I 
have  no  cause  to  complain ;  for  my  '*  blessinga 
have  prevailed  above  the  blessings  of  my  pro- 
genitors, even  to  the  utmost  bound  of  the  ever- 
lasting hills/'  Not  the  Just  One;  no,  nor  the 
glory  of  the  eternal  Father  shining  in  his  f^ct, 
have  been  denied  to  the  poor  Coalheaver ! 

In  times  past  I  have  lived  for  some  months 
in' open  vision,  encompassed  with  his  favour  as 
with  a  shield,  and  melted  in  the  hallowed  flames 
of  univtterable  and  undeserved  love.  His  divine 
Majesty  intend<^d  me  for  bard  warfare,  much 
labour;,  continued  reproach,  and  strong  opposl- 

p  2 


iion ;  therefore  my  bounty  was  as  noble  as  my 
warfare  has  been  isevere.  He  that  drinks  of 
the  brook  in  the  way  renews  his  strength,  while 
hope  in  the  great  reward  will  lift  up  the  bead. 
Omnipotence  is  our  support,  wisdom  directs 
dur  way,  truth  makes  us  free,  mercy  makes  us 
melt,  light  makes  us  shine,  and  love  makes  us 
Aiove;  How  deeply  plunged  into  infinite  arrears 
Arc  the  poor  recipients  of  sovereign  grace!  Every 
day  soihe  humbling  dispensation  or  token  for 
good ;  while  the  pleasing  impressions  made  by 
the  most  holy  properties  of  God's  nature  give 
us  different  operations,  and  under  these  different 
sensations^  that  W6  may  be  moved  to  bring  to 
God  different  sacrifices.  Reproof  calls  for  con- 
fession; fatherly  anger  for  submission  and  prayer; 
deliverances  and  encouragements  for  thanks- 
givings ;  discoveries  of  love  call  for  praise ;  and 
a  merry  heart,  tuned  with  joy,  for  a  song. 

Observe  and  be  thankful  for  every  hopeful 
prospect,  and  cherish  every  humbling  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  vonderful  transports  attend 
the  views  even  of  his  utmost  skirts ;  but  the 
light  of  his  countenance  and  the  love  of  his  heart 
carry  all  before  them.  I'his,  this  is  the  rising  of 
the  Sun  of  righteousness,  at  which  visit  the 
wedding  robe  comes  on,  the  feet  are  shod  with 
peace,  and  the  hand  of  faith  is  adorned  with  the 
ring  of  endless  love.  My^s^nil  longs  to  promote 
♦his  match;  and  I  am  vain  enough  to  wish  myself 


an  host,  to  attend  Wisdom's  table  at  the  time  of 
tliese  espousals.  Then  the  great  and  terrible  day 
to  come  will  be  the  wedding  day,  and  the  wed- 
ding day  will  be  endless  day. 

This  world's  end  is  midnight,  then  comes  the 
cry, "  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh,"  attended 
with  all  his  bridal  friends — angels  and  glorified 
souls!  when  the  militant  church,  then  quick 
upon  earth,  shall  be  cMnged  in  a  moment;  this 
mortal  shall  put  on  immortality;  and  thus  shall 
she  go  forth  to  meet  him,  with  the  blazing  lamp 
of  eternal  joy,  attended  with  all  her  real  friends; 
and  those  who  were  in  this  world  weak  in  faith, 
as  so  many  bride-maids,  shall  follow  hen  '^  Sht 
shall  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment  of 
needle-work ;  the  virgins  her  companions  that 
follow  her  shall  be  brought  unto  thee:  with 
gladness  and  rejoicing  shall  they  be  brought : 
they  shall  enter  into  the  King's  palace.  I  will 
make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  gene- 
rations, therefore  shall  the  people  praise  thee  for 
ever  and  ever."    Psalm  xlv.  14,  15,  17. 

Have  sent  with  this  scrap  a  small  meat  offer- 
ing, and  a  drink  offering;  in  value  about  equal 
to  the  poor  widovv's  two  mites.  My  little  lady, 
of  little  faith,  will  not  despise  the  day  of  small 
things,  considering  they  come  from  one  of  little 
worth,  of  less  account,  the  offscouring  of  all 
things— 

ThB  COALHBAVBRy  S.  S. 


but  the  churches)  "  that  I  am  he  whrch  search-^ 
eth  the  reins  and  hearts  ;*'  Rev.  ii.  8S.  In  the 
furnace  of  affliction  has  God  chosen  us,  and  in 
that  furnace  will  he  make  his  choice  known  to 
us.  Trials  discover  our  corruptions  and  filthj 
infidelity,  carnality,  rebellion,  enn\ity,  ^nd  im- 
penitency;  and  by  these  things  we  are  brought 
into  the  list  of  invalids,  such  as  Christ  came  to. 
seek  and  save. 

There  are  some  to  whom  his  commissiort 
and  appointment  do  not  reach ;  "  I  am  not  sent 
but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  IsraeL" 
"  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,"  those  who 
are  such  in  their  own  eyes.  "  The  whole  need 
not  the  physician."  "  Wo  unto  you  that  are 
full,  ye  have  received  your  consolation."  But 
mind  what  follows ;  "  I  am  come  to  call  sinners 
to  repentance.  He  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted  :  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  to  the  meek;  to  comfort  all  that 
mourn  in  Zion."  "  For  judgment  I  am  sent  into 
this  world;  that  those  who  see  not  might  see, 
and  th^t  those  that  see  might  be  made  blind." 
**  I  am  come  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 
'*  He  hath  seiit  me  to  gpen  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound,  and  to  set  at  liberty  those  that 
are  bruised."  ^'  He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
shepherd ;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 
arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  gently 
lead  those  that  are  with  young.'*    **  A  bruised 


cause  *^he  gtveth  power  ta  the  faiAt^  and  to 
diem  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth  strength. 
Young  men  shall  faint  and  grow  weary,  and 
strong  men  (those  that  are  strong  in  themr 
selves)  shall  utterly  fall;  but  those  that  wait 
upon  the  Z^ord  shall  renew  their  strength;  they 
shall  mount  up  as  on  eagles'  wings;  they  shall 
run  and  not  be  weary,  they  shall  walk  and  aot 
fiiiut;"'  We  are  to  say,  "In  the  Lord  have  I 
righteousness  and  strength/* 

Confide  and  look  here,  then,  or  the  least 
cross  will  be  too  much  for  thee.  Indeed  one 
half  of  our  trials  and  crosses  are  intended  to  ex- 
haust our  supposed  strength;  hence  Paul  is 
almost  overdone  with  the  assaults  of  Satan*  He 
prays  for  deliverance,  and  obtains  this  answer; 
"  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  strength 
is  made  perfect  in  weakness.'*  "  Most  gladly 
then,"  says  he,  "  will  I  rejoice  in  my  infirmi- 
ties, that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  upon  me,** 
Various  are  the  ways  whereby  God  strengthens 
his  poor  feeble  ones.  By  displaying  his  Spirit's 
power  in  the  heart;  "  My.  heart  and  my  flesh 
fail,*'  says  David,  *^  but  God  is  the  strength  of 
my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever.*'  By  in- 
fluencing the  mind  to  confide  in  him ;  **  I  will 
keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed 
on  me,  and  will  save  him  because  he  trusteth  in 
me."  By  emboldening  the  soul  in  hope  of 
promised  help;  '*  Tlie  -wicked  flee  when  none 
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pursueth,  ^  but  the  righteous  are  bold  bs  s  lion/' 
Sometimes  it  is  done  by  a  sense  of  love  Casting^^ 
out  all  fear  and  timidity,  *^  Hope  mafceth  not 
ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad, 
m  our  heart/'  Sometimes  by  putting  fresh  life 
and  power  into  the  graces  of  faith  and  hope, 
called  strengthening  them  by  his  Spirit's  might, 
in  the  inner  man.  Sometimes  by  lifting  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  us,  and  drawing 
forth  our  love  to  him;  *'  Love  is  strong  as  death, 
many  waters  cannot  quench  love,  nor  can  the 
floods  drown  it,**  Sometimes  by  applying  a 
suitable  promise  of  encouragement;  ^'  Fear  not, 
I  am  with  thee;  be  not  dismayed,  I  am  thy 
God;  I  will  help  thee,  I  will  uphold  thee  with 
the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness."  Some* 
times  it  is  done  by  a  joyful  sense  of  his  soul- 
saving  presence,  at  which  the  devil  flies;  ''  They 
got  not  the  land  in  possession  by  their  own  sword, 
neither  did  their  own  arm  save  them ;  but  thy 
presence^  thy  sword,  and  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance, because  thou  hadst  a  favour  unto 
them.*'  Watch  these  things,  which  you  may 
already  perceive  in  a  small  degree. 

I  am  very  low,  and  sorry  for  my  poor  little 
one ;  and  wish  I  had  not  informed  them  of  my 
coming.  But  God  has  an  ear  to  hear^  and  a 
hand  to  help;  and  he  has  given  me  a  heart  to^ 
pray ;  therefore,  while  there  is  a  plea  in  my 
mouth,  oil  in  the  cruse,  activity  in  faith,  and  a 


sir 

spark  of  undissembled  love  in  the  hearti  I  cfhall 
^ot  n«fid  to  be  reminded  to  remember  my  little 
one  in  her  calamities. -^Be  of  good  cheer — all 
shall  work  for  good;  God  has  said  it^  I  believe 
it^  aod  you  shall  own  and  confess,  it 


CCJJtXXVII. 

ThcCabm^  1803. 
DEAR   LADY, 

SAy  son  has  just  been  to  see  me,  and  I  fancy 
the  good  tidings  of  S.  revived  his  heart,  for  I 
have  not  seen  him  86  filled  with  glee  for  many 
days;  his  countenance  is  no  more  sad.  But, 
what  are  better  tidings  still,  I  have  found  great 
nearness  to  the  secret  throne  of  the  King  of 
kings,  and  great  energy  there,  which  to  poor 
me  is  the  superlative  of  all  favours,  and  the 
quintessence  of  all  tranquillity;  and  to  your 
comfort  I  add,  that  I  had  a  most  fervent  flow 
in  your  behalf>  which  satisfied  me  that  my  all  in 
all  was  well  pleased  with  my  bringing  you  and 
youriftitle  family  with  me :  blessed  be  his  most 
holy  name  for  such  undeserved  condescension. 
Excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  this  scrap  of  savory 
and  sweet  meat;  .for,  as  Job  says,  I  cannot  eat 
my  morsel  alone :  and,  could  I  convey  som^  of 


the  better  cheer,  I  would  v^Dmgly  spare  a  little 
of  it:  but  that  being  at  God's  disposal,  you 
must  accept  the  will  for  the  deed. '  Who  hath' 
despised  the  day  of  small  things  ?-«-and  if  God 
doth  not,  why  should  we  ? 


CCLXXXVIIL 

Sept  ig^  1803. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord^ 

X  MUST  drop  a  line  or  two,  to  let  my  friend 
know  that  I  am  not  a  little  grieved  that  I  should 
bring  the  resentment  of  her  friends  upon  her, 
or  any  odium  upon  her  reputation;  no  evil 
was  ever  intended,  and  therefore  no  conscious 
suspicion  was  either  felt  or  feared.  The  earnest 
desire  of  my  soul,' my  prayers,  tears,  conversa- 
tion, counsel,  and  every  effort,  are  in  hope  that 
(jod  will  bring  her  into  that  grace  wherein  I 
stand,  that  she  may  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God ;  then  she  will  see  eye  to  eye  vnth  me, 
and  envy  the  happiness  of  no  soul  living,  as  God 
knows  I  do  not.  Were  all  taken  down  verbatint 
that  ever  passed  between  my  Lady  and  me,  I 
know  of  no  one  thing  that  would  make  either 
of  us  blush;  and  surely  we  have  no  cause  to 
fear  any  that  falsely  accuse  our  good  conversa-^ 
tlon  in  Christ,  j|  Peter  lii.  Iff.     Earnest  as  my 
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soul  is  for  the  welfare  of  you  and  yours ;  and; 
tcinder,  pitiful,  affectionate,  and  sympathetic  as 
my  soul  is  over  you,  and  towards  you ;  yet  I 
am  sure  of  this,  that,  was  your  conduct  once  to. 
discover  any  real  aversion  tO;  the  power  of  the 
gospel,  or  any  enmity  or  disaffection  to  the 
Son  of  God,  every  feeling  and  affection  in  me 
towards  you  would  wither  and  die  in  an  hour; 
hence  the  caution,  **  Quench  not  thp  Spirit; 
despise  not  prophesying." 

My  ministry  was  never  calculated  to  move 
the  passions  of  depraved  mortals;  it  comes  with 
its  appeals  to  conscience,  and  with  information 
to  the  judgment,  and  there  it  makes  me  mani- 
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fest  both  to  saints  and  sinners,  to  friends  and 
foes ;  to  the  former  by  raising  to  hope,  and  tq 
the  latter  by  the  light  of  conviction.  Many  of 
the  former  have  blessed  God  for  the  instru- 
ment upon  their  death  beds ;  and  not  a  few  of 
the  latter  sort,  after  heaping  many  a  curse  upon 
niy  head,  have  sent  and  craved  my  poor  prayers 
when  under  a  sepse  of  their  awful  end.  And, 
was.my  little  one  now  in  dying  circumstances, 
(pr  in  soul  terrors,  I  bear  her  record  that  I 
should  be  the  first  in  the  circle  of  her  acquaint- 
ance whom  she  would  wish  to  consult  in  matters 
pertaining  to  God  and  conscience.  There  is 
such  a  thing  as  God's  making  his  servants 
inai\ifest  in  ^is  people's  conscience.  My  friend 
can  write,  and  I  can  scribble;  and,  without 
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giving  offence  either  by  visiting  or  speaking, 
^e  can  tell  me  how^  she  goes  on,  and  I  can 
point  out  her  way,  and  tell  her  whether  she  is 
right  or  wrong. 

Your  willing   and  affectionate  servant  in 
Christ  Jesua, 

S.  S. 


CCLXXXiX. 

Sept.  30,  1603. 
Dearly  beloved  Lady, 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  thee 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Your  tidings 
on  Monday  last  encouraged  my  hope  of  you  not 
a  little,  and  furnished  me  with  a  thank-offer- 
ing and  with  a  tribute  of  praise  to  my  God, 
which  are  the  results  of  his  grace,  and  the  reve- 
nues of  his  realm,  that  he  will  never  give  to 
another.  "  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
world  to  himself."  His  gospel  is  the  word  of 
reconciliatiou,  and  real  friendship  with  God 
will  be  the  fruits  and  effects  of  it  in  all  that 
believe;  "These  things,**  says  John,  "write 
we  unto  you,  that  ye  may  h^ve  fellowship  with 
us;  and  truly  our  ftllowship  is  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  son  Jesius  Christ." 

Nothing  but  sin  can  separate  between  God 
and  us;  enmity  sets  us  at  a  distance*  and  un- 
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belief  makes  all  invitations  vain,  till  the  power 
of  God  by  his  Spirit  begets  a  persuasion  in  the 
mind,  and  love  in  the  heart.  Every  thing  that 
tends  to  promote  this  union  should  be  nar- 
rowly watched,  and  strictly  attended  to;  "I 
am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches;  as  the  branch 
canpot  bear  fruit  of  itself  except  it  abide  in  the 
vine,  no  more  can  ye  except  ye  abide  in  me.** 
Much  trembling,  awe^  and  melting  attraction ; 
many  slavish  fears  and  indulging  hopes,  per- 
plexing doubts  and  dissolving  rays,  misgivings 
of  iieart  and  cheering  revivals,  bitter  contrac- 
tions and  sweet  enlargements,  forbidding  frowns 
and  wooing  smiles,  dumbness  in  guilt  and 
prevalency  in  pleas,  shy  distances  and  cordial 
embraces,  are  the  preludes  to  this  quintessence 
of  all  real  religion,  called  union  with  the  Son 
of  God ;  "  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one 
Spirit  with  him." 

I  believe  that,  through  mercy,  my  little  one 
is  no  entire  stranger  to  these  things  already. 
She  can  feel  the  torrid  from  the  frigid  zone, 
and  the  south  wind  from  ,that  of  the  north, 
Song  iv.  16.  A  spirit  bf  bondage  makes  us 
shake  and  tremble,  but  the  spirit  of  love  makes 
us  move,  mourn,  and  melt.  Barrenness  and 
dryness  always  attend  the  former;  while  the 
latter  is  productive  of  praise,  gratitude,  and 
thanksgiving.  God  has  set  before  us  a  door  of 
hope,  a  gate^f  life,  and  a  new  and  living  way; 


Utid  his  own  advice  is,  '*  Stride  to  enter  ia  at  thd 
strait  gate ;"  which  leads  to  recoociliatiOQ^  tod 
friendship;  to  joy  and  liberty  j  into  the  faVour 
and  affections  of  God ;  and  into  hia  grace^ 
mercyj  and  peace ;  and  those  who  enter  in  by 
tjhis  gate^  which  is  Christ  the  Mediator,  ^^ishfiU;' 
besa^ed,  and  shall  go,  in  ^tid  out  and  find.  pa9*> 
ture.."    This  is  the  SavioyrVawn  pronaiscrf    • 

Let  n>y  dear^  Lady  keq>.  her  eyes  and  .beai*C 
iiitent  upon  these  things;  aU  outwiatd  and  fair, 
shews  in  the  flesh  n^ake  ujs  pnly  hypocfite*  hx 
Zion ;  *'  As  the  branch  icannot  bear  fruit  of  it- 
self, except  jit  abide  in  the  vine,  uompcecan 
ye  except  ye  abide  in  me.  He  that  abid^th  in 
me  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit,  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 
There  is  no  being  in  him,  or  interested  iphis 
blood  and  righteousness,  in  his  grace  and 
favour,  in  his  truth  and  promises,  in  his  love 
and  faithfulness,  in  his  strength  and  power,  in 
his  spirit  and  privileges,  in  his  riches  and  bIess-» 
ings,  without  a  union  with  him  ;  for  all  short  of 
these  things  leaves  us  dead  and  barren^.  .  You 
must  be  married  to  another,  that  you  may  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  God;  Rom.  vii.  4.  '^  Herein  is 
my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit,  so 
shall  ye  be  my  disciples.'*  Into  this  good  olive 
tree  must  the  wild  olive  branch  be  grafted,  and 
^  the  goodneiSis  and  fatness  thereof  must  we 
partakci  and  then  the  root  will  bear  us^  though 
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^e  cannot  bear  it;  Bom.  xu  18.  In  Cbr|$t  in 
our  fri^it  found ;  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit,  aa4 
qverygracei  are  in  him;  and  by  faith  in  him^ 
love  to  bimi  calling  on  hhn,  and  cleaving  to 
him,  is  grace  communicated  to  us;  *^  out  of  hia 
fulness,  have  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace/' 
Haviug  been  two  days  engaged  principally 
in  writing,  I  hoped  a  scrap  would  not  comeuo* 
seaspoably  to  your  Ladyship.  Take  it  as  it  is 
ineant^  from 

Yours  to  serve, 

S.S. 


ccxc. 

Cricklewood^  Oct.  1,  1803. 

I  THANK  thee,  my  poor  dear  little  one,  for  the 
few  lines,  hoping  you  will  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  dare  to  be  singular  in  this 
awful  age  of  empty  profession,  when  so  many 
have  a  name  to  live,  but  are  dead;  Rev.  iii.  U 
I  often  think  of  Isaiah's  instruction  and  solemn 
charge ;  chap.  viii.  1 1,  &c.  We  must  be  singu* 
larT  ju  the  present  day,  if  we  would  wish  tp  be 
saved. 

X  seljdom  djre^m  myself^  but  have  }}een 
somet^imps  fatal  in  my  dreams ;  and  was  not  a 
little  hurt  in  my  last,  nor  have  I  any  dpubt  but 
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it  will  preve  true  ia  some  sense  or  other.  God 
compares  Zibn,  his  church,  to  a  comely^anrf 
delicate  woman,  Jen  vii  2 ;  and  the  church  of 
Rome  to  a  beast^  Rev.  iii,  1 ;  and  never  was 

•         •  •  • 

the  church  of  God  in  more  danger  tha^  *at  the 
present  time;  nor  were  professors'  evir  more' 
secure  than  they  are  now :  I  am,  however,  far 
from  that  security  which  se^ms  so  universal; 
bufc  hope  that  God  will  enable  me  to  resist  unto 
blood,  which  is  what  I  have  often  thouj^ht  I 
should  be  called  to.  But^  blessed  be  his  most 
holy  name,  he  inclines  my  heart  to  cleave  stead- 
fastly to  him,  with  full  purpose,  and  has  pro- 
mised strength  equal  to  the  day. 

Every  believing  soul  is  presented  as  a  chaste 
virgin  to  Christ;  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  Satan  is  called 
a  lion,  and  his  instruments  grievous  wolves; 
and  in  the  days  of  old  idols  were  God's  rivals 
and  images  of  jealousy:  btit  under  the  gospei 
false  doctrines,  supet^tition,  human  inventions; 
will  worship,  and  voluntary  humiRty,  beguile 
the  soul,  and  seduce  it  from  Christ :-— Hence 
they  are  called  doctrines  of  devils,  1  Tim.  iv.  1 ; 
and  false  worship  is  called  whoring  with  devils, 
Leviticus  xvii.  7. 

I  never  shall  write  nor  teach,  I  ani  fuUy 
persuaded,  any  thing  but  what  all  believers  wilt 
Acknowledge  to  the  end.  "  There  are  msmy  de- 
vices in  a  man's  heart,  but  the  counsel  of  God 
that  shaH  stand.*'     I  have  no  cause  to  complaia 
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of  my  little  one;  she  is  as  obedient  to  the 
"wovd^  and  comes  out  from  among  tbem  as  much 
as  I  can  expect' for  the  time;  and  J  have  no 
doubt  but  her  owti  soul  will  jeap  the  benefit  of 
it  in  some  future  period.  And,  when  God  has 
given  htr  light  and  understanding  to  judge  for 
herself,  then  let  her  try  all  things,  and  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good.  God  promises  to  disr 
cover,  and  bring  to  light,  those  that  are  teachers 
sent  by  him.  "  Though  the  Lord  give  you  the 
bread  of  adversity,  and  the  water  of  affliction, 
yet  shall  not  thy  teachers  be  removed  into  a 
corner  any  more,  but  thine  eyes  shall  see  thy 
teachers,"  Isai.  xxx.  20.  And  I  think  my  little 
friend  could  give  a  tolerable  guess  at  some  of 
them  even  now, 

I  have  never  omitted  entreating  God  on  thy 
behalf  in  almost  every  prayer  of  mine,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  I  have  ever  gone  one  day  to  God 
without  tears  for  thee,  since  you  first  came  to 
my  house.  I  had  you  upon  my  mind  with  some 
weight  before;  but  I  pushed  you  off,  and 
plunged  out  of  the  entanglements  which  I 
dreaded,  having  not  long  since  laboured  five 
years  for  poor  Jenkins.  As  you  never  came  to 
hear  me,  I  thought  you  might  be  moved  with 
the  common  checks  of  conscience,  which  would 
soon  be  choaked  with  worldly  pleasures.  And 
indeed  real  soul  travail  is  not  easy  to  labour 
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itraight,  and  every  rough  path  plain.  Our  little 
innocent  Iambs  are  at  this  moment  assembled 
before  us,  running  races;  which  reminds  me  of 
the  Lamb  of  God,  that  takes  away  the  sins  of  the' 
world,  and  serves  to  increase  my  contrition, 
compunction,  and  humiliation,  under  which  holy 
influences  prayer  goes  up  with  energy  from  the' 
slltar  of  incense;  nor  do  petitions  at  such*  times 
hang  in  Ihe  heart,  or  die  on  the  tongue. 

Have-had  remembrance  of  thee  in  every 
approach;  hoping,  since  thy  recovery,  that  his 
name,  which  is  an  ointment  poured  forth,  affords 
some  softness  or  sweetness  to  the  soul  of  my 
patient.  Every  thing  in  the  Lord's  name,  that 
sfuitSj  fits,  or  joins  with  our  thoughts,  is  a  token 
for  good;  for  "  they  that  are  joined  to  the 
Lord  are  one  spirit  with  him  ;*'  and  the  soul 
that  makes  a  joint  with  him  must  in  some 
small  degree  be  influenced  with  his  grace  and 
truth.  Troubles  serve  to  drive,  encouragements 
to  draw,  and  both  conspire  to  bring  about  and 
promote  this  union,  which  at  first  discovers 
itself  in  various  ways.  His  bouse,  his  preached 
word,  his  worship,  his  family,  have  in  them 
each  something  amiable  and  desirable;  these  kre 
bis  skirts:  but  his  countenance  when  he  shines, 
and  his  mouth  When  he  speaks,  are  most  sweet; 
Song  V.  16;  while  every  distant  view,  every 
fresh  discovery,  and  the  faintest  exhibition,  stir 
up  the  soul  to  enlargement,  aqd  invite  the  de- 
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sired  object  The  soul  is  aeasible  wlien  these 
vanish  and  disappear,  and  of  course  it  thtn  sen* 
sibly  sinks,  faints,  and  grows  weary:  these  faint- 
ings,  however^  make  the  revivals  the  more  per- 
ceptible. 

I  could  almost  wish  that  the  scrap  of  honour 
was  here,  it  being  very«pleasant  after  one  of  the 
most  foggy  days  I  ever  knew.  The  Lord  of  all 
lords  bless  my  kind,  faithful,  and  affectionate 
friend.     Love  to  Eliza. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCXCIIL 

w 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

I  flatteH  myself  that  1  shall  see  in  thee  ere 
long  the  travail  of  my  soul,  and  the  request^ 
of  my  lips;  for  God  says  that  we  shall  not 
labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  ibrth  for  trouble;  for 
we  shall^be  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  our 
offspring  with  ns.  Every  sin  and  sinful  seed 
reproved  is  made  manifest  by  the  light  which 
appears;  and  these  discoveries  and  stripes  sap 
the  pride  of  boasting,  and  stain  the  folly  of 
human  glory.  Wisdom,  prudence,  reputation, 
self-righteousness,  dead  formality,  voluntary  hu- 
mility, dissembled  love>  feigned  faith,  affected 
speech,*  monastic  dress,  eye  service,  and  bodily 
exercise^  all  wither,  droop  and  die  in  an  hour 


but  the  churches)  ^*  that  I  aiti  he  whrch  search-" 
eth  the  reins  and  hearts ;"  Rev.  ii.  23.  In  the 
furnace  of  afBiction  has  God  chosen  us,  and  in 
that  furnace  will  he  make  his  choice  known  to 
us.  Trials  discover  our  corruptions  and  filthj 
infidelity,  carnality,  rebellion,  enn\ity,  ^nd  im- 
penitency ;  and  by  these  things  we  are  brought 
into  the  list  of  invalids,  such  as  Christ  came  to. 
seek  and  save.  • 

There  are  some  to  whom  his  commissiotf 
and  appointment  do  not  reach ;  "  I  am  not  sent 
but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel." 
**  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,"  those  who 
are  such  in  their  own  eyes.  "  The  whole  need 
not  the  physician."  "  Wo  unto  you  that  are 
full,  ye  have  received  your  consolation/'  But 
mind  what  follows  ;  "  I  am  come  to  call  sinners 
to  repentance.  He  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted  :  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  to  the  meek;  to  comfort  all  that 
mourn  in  Zion."  "  For  judgment  I  am  sent  into 
this  world;  that  those  who  see  not  might  sec, 
and  that  those  that  see  might  be  made  blind." 
•*  I  am  come  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 
"  He  hath  sent  me  to  Qpen  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound,  and  to  set  at  liberty  those  that 
are  bruised."  ^'  He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
shepherd ;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 
arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  gently 
lead  those  that  are  with  young."    '^  A  bruised 
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r^'d  shall  he  not  break,  and  tl^e  stnoH.m'g  "fl^X; 
srhall  he  not  quench;  he  shall  bring  forth  judg" 
in^nt  unto  victory;"  or  justify  us  and  set  us 
out  of  the  reach  of  Satan ;  "  and  the  isles  shall 
wait  for  his  law."  **  The  blind  shall  look  put 
of  obscurity,  the  lame  shall  leap  as  an  hart,  the 
dumb  shall  speak,  and  the  stanimerer  sh^ll 
speak  plainly/'  These  are  the  characters  and, 
cases  which  the  Holy  Ghost  describes,  to  whiph 
the  Saviour's  commission  extends,  to*  whom  he 
is  sent,  and  for  whose  sake  he  is  anointed ;  they^; 

ft    t 

are  his  patients,  his  care,  and  his  charge.  ^^ 

Hug  the  cross,  kiss  the  rody  .t>Qw  thy  nep)c>,; 
come  to  the  light,  submit  to  his. will,  and, waiter 
his  pleasure.  The  Lord  bless  iny  ,poor  little 
one;  so  prays  her  willing  servitor  in  4iie  King- 
pf  kings, 


ccxcn, 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

I  WAS  glad  to  hear,  by  the  return  of  Mrs*  L.  that 
you  was  better,  and  still  in  your  room,  as  this 
>veather  has  been  intensely  cold.  Yesterday  was  a 
terrible  day  for  my  cough,  but  this  is  a  lovely 
morning.  I  am  now  in  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit, 
which  makes  every  cross  light,  every  crook 
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straight,  and  every  rough  path  plain.  Our  little 
innocent  lambs  are  at  this  moment  assembled 
before  us,  running  races;  which  reminds  nie  of 
the  Lamb  of  God,  that  takes  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  and  serves  to  increase  my  contrition, 
compunction,  and  humiliation,  under  which  holy 
influences  prayer  goes  up  with  energy  from  the' 
ailtar  of  incense;  nor  do  petitions  at  such  times 
hang  in  the  heart,  or  die  on  the  tongue. 

Have-had  remembrance  of  thee  in  every 
approach;  hoping,  since  thy  recovery,  that  his 
name,  which  is  an  ointment  poured  forth,  affords 
some  softness  or  sweetness  to  the  soul  of  my 
patient.  Every  thing  in  the  Lord's  name,  that 
sftiits^  fits,  or  joins  with  our  thoughts,  is  a  token 
for  good;  for  **  they  that  are  joined  to  the 
Lord  are  one  spirit  with  him  ;"  and  the  soul 
that  makes  a  joint  with  him  must  in  some 
small  degree  be  influenced  with  his  grace  and 
truth.  Troubles  serve  to  drive,  encouragements 
to  draw,  and  both  conspire  to  bring  about  and 
promote  this  union,  which  at  first  discovers 
itself  in  various  ways.  His  bouse,  his  preached 
word,  his  worship,  his  family,  have  in  them 
each  something  amiable  and  desirable;  these  are 
bis  skirts:  but  his  countenance  when  he  shinies, 
and  his  mouth  When  he  speaks,  arc  most  sweet; 
Song  v.  16;  while  every  distant  view,  every 
fresh  discovery,  and  th6  faintest  exhibition,  stir 
up  the  soul  to  enlargement,  aqd  invite  the  de- 


sired  object.  The  soul  is  seasibte  wlien  tliede 
vanish  and  disappear,  and  of  course  it  then  sen* 
sibly  sinks,  faints,  and  grows  weary:  these  faint- 
ings,  however^  make  the  revivals  the  more  per- 
ceptible. 

I  could  almost  wish  that  the  scrap  of  honour 
was  here,  it  being  verypleasant  after  one  of  the 
most  foggy  days  I  ever  knew.  The  Lord  of  all 
lords  bless  my  kind,  faithful,  and  affectionate 
friend.     Love  to  Eliza. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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Dcarl/  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

I  FLATTEa  myself  that  1  shall  see  in  thee  ere 
long  the  travail  of  my  soul,  and  the  requests 
of  my  lips;  for  God  says  that  we  shall  not 
labour  in  vain,  nor  bring /orth  for  trouble;  for 
we  shall ^ be  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  our 
offspring  with  us.  Every  sin  and  sinful  seed 
reproved  is  made  manifest  by  the  light  which 
appears;  and  these  discoveries  and  stripes  sap 
the  pride  of  boasting,  and  stain  the  folly  of 
human  glory.  Wisdom,  prudence,  reputation, 
self-righteousness,  dead  formality,  voluntary  hu- 
mility, dissembled  love,  feigned  faith,  affected 
speech,'  monastic  dress,  eye  service,  and  bodily 
CKcrcise^  all  wither,  droop  and  die  in  an  hour 
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under  the  iieart-searching,  convincing  and  con- 
victing power  of  the  most  Holy  Spirit  of  God* 
"  The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and 
all  flesh  shall  see  it.  The  voice  said.  Cry;  and 
he  said,  What  shall  I  cry?  All  flesh  is  grass,  an<l 
all  the  goodliness  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the 
field.  The  grass  witbereth,  the  flower  fadetlv 
because  the.  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it; 
surely  the  people  is  grass.  The  grass  wi there th, 
the  flower  fadeth,  but  the  word  of  our  God  shall 
stand  for  eyer:"  Isai.  xl.  6. 

This,  my  poor  little  one,  is  the  way  which 
the  Lord  takes  to  destroy  the  supposed  goodli- 
ness of  poor,  feeble  mankind,  called  grass.  And 
vhen  this  crop  is  dried  up  and  gone,  by  convic- 
tion, a  better  crop  springs  up ;  "  for,  as  the  rain 
comes    down    from   heaven  and  returns  not 

thither  again,  but  waters  the  earth,  and  causes 

• 

^t  to  bud  and  bring  forth,  that  it  may  give  seed 
to  the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater;  so  shall 
my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth; 
it  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall 
cause  righteousness,  joy,  and  praise,  to  spring 
up  before  all  nations  :  I  the  Lord  created  it/' 
^*  Israel  shall  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  fill  the 
face  of  the  world  with  fruit." 

This,  my  dear,  is  the  crop  which  God  sows; 
and  under  the  healing  beams  of  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  this  holy  seed  of  grace,*  which 
comes  down  from  the  Father  of  light,  springs 
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up;  and  there  is  a  divine  blessing  in  |hese  clus** 
ters,  when  all  the  outward  appearance  of  de« 
praved  nature,  white-washed,  varnished,  po^ 
lished,  and  embalmed,  with  human  oratory  and 
affecting  eloquence,  springing  from  a  rotten 
root,  base  motives,  and  directed  to  an  evil  end 
merely  to  be  applauded  —  come  to  nothing. 
"How can  you  believe,"  says  the  Lord,  "who 
receive  honour  one  of  another?"  And  he  adds 
"  All  their  works  are  to  be  seen  of  men."  But 
these  gracious  works  of  God  upon  the  soul  are 
hated  by  mankind;  inasmuch  as  they  confound 
the  hypocrite,  and  drive  him  to  desperation; 
flashing  conviction  upon  the  sinner,  who  hates 
the  light,  and  rebels  against  it 

All  fruits,  pressed  and  extracted  frocD  cor-* 
rupt  nature  refined,  are  wild  grapes,  that  spring, 
not  from  union  with  the  living  vine;  and  with- 
outChristmancando  nothing;  "Hethatabideth 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit."  Godly  sorrow,  or  sorrowing  under 
a  sense  of  sin,  and  after  God,  leads  to  repent- 
ance; and  repentance  is  a  pouring  out  of  the 
soul,  and  venting  one's  grief  of  mind  to  God 
through  Christ,  under  the  sounding^of  his  com- 
passionate bowels  towards  us,  which  is  excited 
by  some  discoveries  of  God*s  love  and  good  will 
towards  us  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  faith  of  the 
mind  goes  forth,  and  exercises  itself  on  these 
distant  discoyeries,*  while   the  soul-dissolving 
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efftcts  flo^"  in,  and  in  contrition,  compunction, 
and  prayer,  are  poured  out,  and  sent  back  to 
God  again;  and  it  is  thus  we  feel  what  the  Lord 
says  to  be  true,  **  In  me  is  your  fruit  found." 

Faith  discovers  the  atonement,"  and  by  it 
niakes  and  keeps  us  clean ;  the  good  Spirit  pre-^ 
sents  to  our  view  the  spotless  obedience  of  our 
Surety,'  and  faith  puts  it  on;  Rom.  v.  19,  This 
draws  forth  love  and  gratitude  to  the  God  of  all 
grace;  self-abhorrence  springs  up,  and  all  boast* 
ing  is  forever  excluded;  peace  flows  into  the 
conscience,  reconciliation  and  friendship  with 
God  take  place;  while  heavenly  meekness, 
quietude,  tranquillity,  and  divine  fulness  and 
felicity,  possess  the  soul^  and  adorn  it,  as  a  bride- 
groom decketh  himself  with  ornaments,  and  as 
a  bride  adorneth  herself  with  her  jewels.  "  The 
King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within,''  while 
the  hypocrite  is  all  fair  without.  <*  Did  not  he/* 
says  Christ,  "  that  made  that  which  is  without, 
make  that  which  is  within  also?  Make  clean 
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the  inside  of  the  cup  and  the  platter,  thou  blind 
pharisee." 

None  of  this  stamp  are  suffered  so  much  as 
to  peep  into  the  things  contained  in  this  scrap; 
they  set  off  the  outside,  and  then  collect  a  set 
of  smooth  words,  (feigned  grace  with  a  deceitful 
cadence,)  playing  upou  them  as  musicians  do 
upon  strings,  and  using  them  without  either 
9ens6  or  meaning.  I  have  often  seen  sucb>  wheo 
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tbey  bare  stood  before  a  recipient  of  grace,  whd 
has  opened  his  mouth  to  express  the  glee  and 
pregnant  influence  of  his  soul,  attended  with  i 
cbunttnancc  that  proclaimed  it  to  view,  and 
have  perceived  them  unmasked  in  a  moment  ? 
their  countenance  fell,  rage  filling  their  hearty 
and  they  have  hissed  like  a  viper.  And  sure  I 
tfm  that  one  hour's  conversation  on  the^e  sub^ 
jtets  would  leave  them  without  a  vail.  Once, 
ycfa  twice,  in  the  Proverbsf  have  I  seen  this,  "  d 
pratmg  fool  shall  fell'* 

I  am  glad  at  my  heart  that  God  has  opened 
in  any  measure  thine  eyes  to  see  through  the 
mask  of  such  preachers  and  professors;  they 
have  brought  me  into  bondage  and  misery  times 
without  number,  and  filled  me  with  confusion : 
having  nothing  but  outside  things  for  graceless 
professors,  nothing  for  the  poor  and  needy,  they 
feed  the  hypocrite,  but  starve  the  saint;  and  it 
id  a  hell  to  them  to  go  on  with  externals  whieii 
they  know  there  is  any  one  present  possessed  of 
the  grace  of  God  in  truth. 

We  must  all  be  taught  of  God  himself;  and 
all  his  divine  and  saving  lessons  have  not  only 
*  senile  in  our  ininds,  and  a  sound  in  our  souls, 
but  an  abiding  impression  upon  the  heart;  and. 
when  he  shines  upon  his  own  work  we  can  read  * 
what  he  has  imprinted,  and  ever  after  his  lessons 
are  oilf  guide^  and  his  anointing  our  teachings 
Which  teacheth  us  all  things;  and  every  inters 
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prcter,  from  that  ddy  forward,  >f  ho  teachcth  us 
not  as  that  anointing  has  taught  us,  we  reject, 
seeing  they  cannot  interpret  what  that  anoint- 
ing has  taught,  and  therefore  are  of  no  use  to 
us,  knowing  np thing  but  what  they  know  natu- 
rally. One  interpreter  among  a  thousand  pre* 
tenders  Job  found,  Job  xxxiii.  23 ;  and  Solo- 
mon found  no  more,  EccIqs.  vii.  28.  This  made 
Mr.  D.  rage  and  sqold  at  the  little  one,  fearing 
that  Jesus  had  made  clay,  and  opened  her  eyes* 
The  more  God  shines,  thie  more  she  will  see 
them.  "  In  thy  light  we  see  light:" 
God  bless  the  little  ope ;  so  prays^ 

S.  S, 


CCXLIV. 

Downham^  near  Elj, 
Oct.  24,  1803. 

Pearly  beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  coni'^ 
pauion  in  travail  and  tribulation. 

I  BLESS  my  God  that  I  have  continual  remem-^ 
brance  of  thee  in  my  poor  prayers,  which  go 
not  out  of  feigned  lips;  so  that  my  dear  lady  is 
by  ho  means  straitened  in  me;  my  mouth  is  open 
to  her  and  for  her,  and  my  heart  is  enlarged 
towards  her;  and  I  think  I  perceive  sensatipnS) 
affections,  and  motions  in  her:  she  has  a  sense 
of  sin,  of  inbred  corruptions,  of  her  native  weak- 
ness and  inability;  together  with  some  respite 
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levlvals,  encouragements,  humblitig  and  self^ 
abasements,  and  influences  of  contrition  and 
meekness,  attended  with  a  seeking  of  the  Savi* 
our,  calling  upon  his  name,  and  coming  to  the 
light  of  his  gospel,  which  is  to  be  a  light  to  our 
feet  aiid  a  lamp  to  our  path. 

Changes  my  dear  lady  must  expect,  for  the 

« 

psalmist  says,  '^They  that  have  no  changes  fear 

r 

not  God.'^  But  this  she  will  find  if  she  observed 
— that,  as  her  views  of  her  own  heart  and  life 
enlarge,  so  will  her  glimpses  of  the  Saviour's 
face  enlarge  also;  and,  as  the  former  sinks  her, 
the  latter  will  raise  her  up.  Every  fiery  trial 
will  discover  more  and  more  infidelity,  hardness, 
enmity,  rebellion,  and  inward  pollution,  while 
every  melting  indulgence,  propitious  look,  com^ 
passionate  respite,  and  strengthening  promise, 
will  encourage  hope,  increase  faith,  pron^ote 
patience,  exercise  humility  and  meekness,  and 
excite  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  God  for 
what  he  has  done. 

Your  discoveries  of  your  own  sore  and  sick* 
ness  will  be  attended  with  transient,  but  fre- 
quent visits  of  the  great  physician.  And,  as  I 
do  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  quickened 
thee,  these  visits  will  be  attended  with  strange, 
but  most  pleasing,  ennobling,  and  soul-enrich- 
ing emotions,  which  my  dear  lady  will  do  well 
to  observe  and  attend  to;  and  for  these  reasons 
my  soul  longs  to  see  her  disentangled  from 


those  barreii  professors,  varnished  bypOcritef^ 
0ead  formalists,  and  letter  -  learned  preachers; 
ail  of  whom  she  has  proved,  and^  as  old  N.  says^ 
is  to  ^^hold  fast  that  which  is  good;''  which 
my  lady  may  put  in  a  small  cpmpass,  even  in  her 
thimble.     Let  the  tloly  Spirit  but  indulge  my 
iJady  with  the  most  sweet  frame  of  godly  sorrow 
^nd  pious  griefs  produced  by  a- believing  view 
of  her  suffering  SaViourr^  and  of  her  interest  ia 
Jhis  sufferings,  and  uiidcr  this  sweet  compunc* 
ftioa.  let  a  few  of  these  canting  souls  crowd  ia 
upon  her,  and  entertain  her  with  one  of  their 
feigned  orations  of  two  hours  long;  when  it  is 
^nishedy  and  they  are  gone,  she  will  find  her 
$oul  as  dry  as  a  basket,  and  as  naked  as  a  worm ; 
•and  let  her  get  into  that  frame  again  if  she  can. 
I  know  that  by  these  things  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  quenched;  by  these  things  has  my  soul  been 
jobbed,  plundered,  ravished,  andleft  like  a  bar«- 
ren  wilderness  or  desert  heath.    The  devil  by 
such  can  rob  you  of  the  Spirit's  fruit;  biit  they 
jaever  bring  one  grace  with  them,  nor  leave  one 
of  the  fruits  of  God's  Spirit  behind  them  when 
they  go;  so  that,  instead  of  their  refreshing  the 
.bowels  of  the  saints,  or  anointing  them  with 
fresh  oil;  (for,  as  iron  sharpens  iron,  so  does  one 
iriend  in  the,Lord  the  countenance  of  another;) 
it  is  altogether  tlie  reverse;  for  thejr  divert  our 
minds  from  the  Spirit's  work,  while  (as  Christ 
s^yjs)  the  wicked  one  steals  away  what  is  sowa 
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IB  tbelieart,  and  makes  us  unfrtiitfal.  And  I 
know  that  my  lady  has  fek  the  effects  of  these 
thmgs  more  than  once.  I  care  not  how  much 
she  cleaves  to  them  that  know  Christ  for 
tiiemselves,  for  they  will  often  leave  a  blessing 
behind  them ;  but  they  that  are  thieves^  whose 
conversation  is  attended  with  nothing  but  the 
curse  of  barrenness,  should  not  rob  me  a  second 
time* 

Let  my  dear  lady  read  Paul's  Epistle  to  the' 
Galatians,  and  she  will  there  see  what  a  trade 
the  devil  drove  with  the  seeking  souls  in  Gala* 
tia.  When  Paul  enforced  the  power  of  God's 
Spirit  among  them,  and  they  begun  to  move 
towards  God  under  his  influence,  no  sooner  was 
Paul  gone,  but  the  letter-learned  men  came 
among  them,  and  preached  up  circumcision, 
feasts  and  &st8,  abstinence  from  this  meat  and 
eating  that,  observing  days  and  months,  times 
and  years,  human  traditions  and  legal  precepts; 
and  all,  as  Paul  says,  to  make  a  fair  shew  in  the 
flesh«  This  is  what  Paul  calls  beginning  in  the 
Spirit  and  then  being  made  perfect  by  the  flesh; 
^  You  did  run  well;  who  did  hinder  you?  Oh, 
foolish  Galatians,  w^ho  hath  bewitched  you,  that 
ye  should  not  obey  the  truth?" 

But*my  poor  little  lady  has  had  her  share  of 
this  sort  of  work,  and  she  may  warrantably  let 
jt  all  go,  for  there  is  nothing  in  ;t  that  is  worth 
holding  fast,  as  Mr.  N.'s  text  has  taught  her. 
My  lady  has  I  believe  begun  in  the  Spirit,  and 
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he  coDvirices  her  more  and  more  of  sin.    He  has 

illuminated  her  to  see  more  and  more  into  the 

• 

truth,  discovering  to  her  who  preaches  from  the 
lieart  and  who  from  the  head;  the  lightness  of 
the  one,  and  the  weight  of  the  other;  the  for- 
mer goes  from  head  to  head,  the  latter  from 
lieart  to  heart.  The  Spirit  has  quickened  her 
to  feel  her  need,  to  hunger  and  thirst,,  to  cry 
and  call,  to  watch  and  wait,  to  hope  and  ex* 
pect;  and  he  will  not  suffer  her  to  rest  short,  or 
to  fail,  of  the  grace  promised;  and  my  whole 
soul  prays  that  she  never  may, 

I  long  to  know  how  the  little  lady  is;  whe- 
ther her  fever  is  abated,  and  whether  the  Lord 
has  still  appeared  in  her  behalf.  When  once 
God  shines  into  thy  heart,  and  conveys  the  word 
of  wisdom  to  thee,  thou  Wilt  not  then  want  me 
to  point  out  these  things,  nor  to  call  thine  at- 
tention to  them:  for  "  when  thou  goest  it  shall 
lead  thee,.wh((n  thou  steepest  it  shall  keep  thee, 
and  AV hen  thou  awakest  it  shall  talk  with  thee;'* 
Prov.  vi.  22. 

Ever  yours  in  the  bond  of  the  covenant. 

S.  S. 


CCXCV. 

Cricklewood,  Dec.  1 603. 

I  THANK  my  dear  lady  for  the  few  lines;  they 
served  to  animate  and  draw  forth  a  few  more 
breathings  for  a  growing  blessing  on  the  work 
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lh  hand.  This  morning  I  awoke  at  half  past 
three;  travelled  in  mind  and  thought  the  road 
that  leads  to  Monkwellj  and  at  five  arose^  and 
met  my  friend  at  the  mercy  seat,  the  throne  of 
grace;  where  all  the  family  must  Idok,  meet» 
and  centre^  if  they  ever  meet  with  God,  or  with 
his  family,  either  in  faith  or  hope.  And  I  think 
I  have  met  with  some  indulgence  this  way;  but 
whether  prayer  is  to  return  into  my  own  hosom^ 
or  to  be  lodged  where  it  was  directed,  I  must 
leave  to  him  whose  judgments  are  a  great  deep, 
and  his  ways  past  finding  out.  I  have  been 
much  in  a  spirit  of  meekness,  and  lowliness 
of  mind,  mingled  with  a  sweetness  which  is 
peculiar  to  the  di..  ine  emanations  of  dying  love, 
which  are  always  echoed  back  with  the  undis;- 
jsembled  love  of  a  self-lost,  self-abased  sinner. 
Jhe  celestial  salutation  of  *'  all  hail,"  together 
with  the  compli'ments  of  the  season,  and  a  happy 
Christmas  in  Christ's  embraces,  are  the  desire  of 
the  friend  of  the  bridegroom, 

S.  S- 
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ThK  visit  of  my  dear  lady  was  short,  transient^ 
■momentary;  but  the  impression  deep  and  the 
fcffect  lasting.  I. felt  her  heart  as  soon  as  I  saw 
ikf^v  face,,  which  depicted  the  inward,  grief  of 

YQU  II.  R 
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her  soul;  fior  has  she  departed  from  my  mind^ 
nor  the  burden  of  her  trouble  from  my  heart, 
the  whole  night;^!  had  little  sleep  till  midnight, 
and  before  the  watchman  proclaimed  the  hour 
of  three  I  had  finished  my  repose,  and  carried 
my  poor  dear  little  one  to  God — to  God  my  ex- 
ceeding joy,  and  mine  eternal  all.  I  know  not 
how  it  is;  but  for  these  four  days  past  I  have 
not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  ceased  from 
remembering  thee  and  the  child  less  than  three 
or  four  times  a  day;  and  the  child  always  came 
upon  my  mind  when  you  presented  yourself  to 
me;  which  was  not  the  case  till  last  Friday  for 
many  weeks  past, 

I  have  found  much  freedom  with  my  most 
Holy  One  for  thee,  and  for  the  soul's  good  of  the 
child ;  but  did  not  feel  that  confidence  respect* 
ing  her  health  as  I  could  wish.  How  it  will 
end,  or  in  what  it  will  terminate,  I  know  not; 
but  travail  I  do  for  thee.  I  had,  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  something  come  upon  me  of  this 
sort  through  the  different  messages  and  reports 
of  Mrs.  T.  when  you  sent  me  now  and  then  a 
message  or  a  line  by  her:  but,  as  I  had  never 
seen  you,  I  shook  it  off;  and  did  all  I  could  to 
shake  her  confidence,  and  demolish  all  her  ex* 
pectations,  even  till  she  wept  bitterly,  and  I  pei> 
ceived  she  remained  unshaken  in  her  cour 
fidence,  and  travailed  on.  And,  when  I  had 
shaken  it  ofTi  I  never  expected  to  hear  or  set 
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atiy  thing  more  of  you*  Thongh  I  must  confe^^s 
that,  when  I  first  entreated  the  Lord  in  your  be- 
half, I  felt  great  power:  but,  having  met  with 
several  discouragements  before  fVx>m  people  of 
rank,  I  had  no  hope,  and  wa«  glad  when  1  had 
banished  you  and  your  concerns  from  my  mind: 
and  the  little  Welsh  woman  kept  aloof,  finding 
nothing  from  me  but  discouragements,  nor  any 
thing  in  me  respecting  you  but  unbelief;  and  I 
was  glad  of  it 

Now,  as  I  had  in  my  own  mind  done  with 
you,  and  resolved  never  to  send  a  line  more* 
having  written  on  purpose  to  offend,  yet  so  a» 
to  warn  and  then  leave  you  to  the  force  of  truth, 
and  the  witness  of  your  own  conscience,  after 
all  this,  who  but  God  could  bring  it  on  again? 
Entangled  I  am,  and  willingly  so;  my  mind  is 
continually  at  work  for  j'our  good,  and  I  work 
cheerfully.  Finding  you  crawling  into  my 
aifections,  I  strove  to  keep  you  out;  knowing 
tiiat  "  not  many  rich,  not  many  mighty,  not- 
many  noble  afe  called."  From  hence  doubts, 
fears,  and  unbelief  working,  I  strove  against* 
an  indulging  affection,  until  I  considered  the 
awful  state  poor  souls  are  in  who  have  not  an 
interest  in  Christ,  and  perceived  you  were  rest-^- 
less,  disquieted,  and  dissatisfied  with  the  world 
with  some  feeling  sense  of  sin ;  teachable,  anci' 
desirous  of  seeking  the  dear  Redeemer. 

These  considerations  moved  my  pity  anjf 


844 

Qompassion,  till,  my  soul  softening  and  melt- 
ing towards  you,  you  crept  in,  and  here  I  have 
got  my  lady  all  day  long ;  and,  as  God  liveth, 
I  am  more  concerned  for  her  than  I  am  for  my- 
self, or  for  all  the  world,  and  all  the  saints  be- 
sides. ^^  As  soon  as  Zion  travailed  she  brought 
forth  her  children."  "  My  little  children,"  says 
Paul  to  the  Galatians^  '^  of  whom  I  travail  again 
in  birth  till  Christ  is  formed  in  you."  There  is 
a  wonderful  mystery  in  that,  of  one  soul  labour- 
ing and  travailing  to  bring  forth  another.  And 
I  could  venture  the  worldj'if  I  had  it,  that  ever 
since  you  have  come  with  weight  upon  my 
mind,  Mrs.  T.  has  not  half  the  load  she  had. 

I  long  to  know  how  you  do,  and  how  the 
dear  little  one  is-  Ever  since  I  went  to  bed 
l^st  night  I  have  thought  of  the  poor  Shuna- 
mite  going  to  mount  Carmel,  and  of  the  pro- 
phet's words  to  her,  **  Is  it  well  with  thee?  is 
it  well  with  the  child?"  2  Kings,  iv.  God's 
ways  are  wonderful,  and  his  paths  past  finding 
out ;  but  this  he  has  promised,  that  he  will  go 
before  us,  and  make  crooked  things  straight. 
Crooked  things  are  such  as  to  our  view  militate 
against  us,  as  Jacob  said  when  he  concluded 
Joseph  had  been  long  dead,  and  Benjamin  an 
hostage  in  Egypt;  "all  these  things  are  against, 
me.*'  But,  when  he  found  them  both  alive,  the 
crooks  were  made  straight;  that  is,  Qod  in  his 
ffisdom  makes  all  tilings  work  for  good  to.tbem 
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l;hat  love  him ;  and  this  shall  virork  for  good  to 
my  poor  little  one. 

The  letter  which  I  sent  you  on  Saturday  I 
had  three  times  laid  hefore  God  with  many  tears; 
and  I  know  that]  he  understood  my  meanings 
my  fears,  and  that  he  heard  me  also.  I  coo- 
sidered  his  word,  that  where  we  sow  spirituals 
there  we  have  a  right  to  reap  tempoi*al$.  **Int6 
whatsoever  house  you  enter  say,  Peace  be  to 
this  house;  and  if  the  son  of  peace  be  there 
your  peace  shall  come  upon  it;  and  there  abide, 
eating  and  drinking,  &c  for  the  labourer  is 
M^ofthy  of  his  hire.'*  To  such  I  can  say,  as 
Paul  to  Philemon,  "  Thou  owest  me  thyself." 
But  is  this  the  case  with  my  dear  little  one? 
Have  I  sowed  spirituals?  Has  the  fruit  of  righte- 
ousness been  sown  in  peace  by  me?  for,  if 
not,  what  right  have  I  to  reap?  From  Corinth 
Paul  would  take  nothing ;  he  would  be  brought 
under  the  power  of  none ;  he  would  cut  off  oc- 
casion from  those  that  sought  occasion.  Of 
others  he  received :  *^  I  robbed  other  churches,*' 
says  he,  "  taking  wages  of  them  to  do  you  ser- 
vice.*' I  have  not  a  few  thatowe  me,  according  to 
Paul,  all  they  possess. 

God  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee;  lift  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give 
thee  peace.  Pray  let  me  know  how  the  child 
is,  as  I  shall  wait  here  till  I  do. 

My  pen  runs  on,  and  I  hardly  know  what 


^oiit  I  oraclude,  and  then  begin  again.  I 
go  to  C.  and  then  come  back.  I  am  out  and 
in ;  and  what  I  write  I  know  not.  But  I  know 
it  amounts  to  this — I  feel  for  you,  I  pity  you,  I 
call  upon  God  for  you,  I  long  after  you  in  the 
bowels  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  long  to  see  your 
fioul  accepted  of  God  in  his  beloved  Son,  ThiSi 
in  short,  is  what  I  mean.  But  your  distressed 
countenance  last  night  still  abides  with  me,  and 
will  until  another  view  defcces  it.  My  God 
shall  bless  the  little  one^  and  she  shall  bless 
God  for  the  Coalheaven 

W.H.   S.S. 
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The  Cabin,  on  board  the  Providence,  bound  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Friendly  Islands,  the  f^air 
Havens,  &nd  elsewhere.  To  the  little  one,  greeting. 

1  HAVS  this  day  more  than  ofiee  blessed  tht 
eternal  All  of  poor  lost  mortals  for  opening  a  way 
for  thee  to  worship  in  the  assemblies  of  his 
saints,  for  many  such  there  are  amongst  us.  All 
that  is  in  this  world  is  vanity ;  and  all  the  crop 
reaped  from  it  at  the  end  of  our  race  will  be 
vexation  of  spirit.  "  Destruction  and  misery  ard 
in  all  the  sinner's  ways :"  but  God's  ways  are  plea- 
santness. His  truth  makes  wise  to  salvation ;  hi^ 
approbation  is  attended  with  peace;  in  the  light 
of  his  countenance  is  health ;  in  hid  favour  U 
life;  in  his  presence  are  rest,  fullness,  and  satis- 
faction ;  in  his  mercy,  pity,  and  compassion,  are 
meekness,  contrition,  and  godly  sorrow;  and  in 
his  love  joy  unspeakable  and  fully  of  glory.  IS 
this  better  part  there  is  neither  guilt  nor  fear, 
filth  or  shame,  reproach  or  dishonour.  No  in- 
ternal wounds  attend  the  grace  of  God  and  hi< 
ways;  no  bitter  reflections,  piercing  stings,  oi^ 
Cutting  regret;  no  bitter  remorse,  inward  checks, 
desponding  thoughts,  or  woful  prospects.  V  1 
will  keep  that  man  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind 
is  stayed  on  .me,  and  will  save  him,  because 


he  trusteth  in  me^''  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Abraham. 

In  this  best  o^  employ,  in  this  divine  and 
heavenly  trade,  we  can  help  each  other  on,  and 
cncouragp  each  other's  hope;  and  sure  I  am 
that,  if  we  pursue  this  better  part  that  can- 
not be  taken  from  us,  neither  our  name  or  in- 
heritance sfiall  ever  be  cut  off.  **  The  right^us 
shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembranoe.''  And 
again ;  "  The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  up* 
right,  and  their  inheritance  shall  be  for  ever." 
There  is  such  a  thing  in  real  religion  as  spiri- 
tual delight  iA  the  Almighty;  such  a  thing  as 
communion  and  fellowship  wi|:h  the  Father  and 
Ijie  Son;  and  even  to  have  one's  confidence  and 
hope  in  the  holy  place ;  and  one's  affections  at 
the  right-band  of  God,  where  Christ  sitteth; 
and  this  our  Lord  speaks  of,  "Where  your 
heart  is,  there  is  your  treasure,"  whether  iiji 
heaven  or  on  earth :  though  this  religion  is  little 
understood  in  our  days,  nQt\yithstanding  tber^ 
13  so  much  profips^ion, 

Therp  most  certainly  is  such  a  thing  as  to 
have  the  voice  of  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son, 
and  Gpd  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  ^  believer's  own 
soul. 

What  is  the  voice  of  the  Father  ?  Why  this, 
"The  Jjord  hath  appeared  unto  me,  saying,  Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love." 
f*  The  Faihef  himself  loyetb  you,  because  you 
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have  loved  me/'  says  Christ.  "  I  will  circum^ 
cise  their  heart,"  says  God,  "  to  love  me,  that 
they  may  live."  "  We/'  says  John,  "  love  him 
becausp  he  first  loved  u$-"  The  voice  of  Gqd's 
love  to  the  heart  of  all  his  children  is,  "  Yea,  I 
have  loved  the^." 

Christ's  voice  is  peace  to  the  conscience { 
**  Hp  shall  speak  peace  to  the  heathen."  This 
Paul  calls  coming  to  "  the  blopd  of  sprinklings 
that  speaks  better  things  than  the  blood  of 
Abel." 

The  voice  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  this;  "  Be- 
cause you  are  sons/'  says  Paul,  **  God  has  senjt 
forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  cryr 
ing,  Abba,  Father/*  » 

Hcre^  my  dear  little  one,  Is  a  compendium 
of  all  real  religion ;  it  is  the  essence  and  quint> 
essence  of  all  true  godliness  in  the  sweetness^ 
power, holiness,  and  beauty  thereof,  which  brings 
us  into  alliance  with  God*  The  love  of  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  is  a  threefold  cord  that  cannot 
be  broken.   Let  my  little  one  follow  after  these 

things. 

W.H.  S.S. 


iso 


CCXCVIII. 

Xhanks  to  my  good  lady  for  her  epistle ;  the 
good  tidings  of  the  word  being  precious,  and 
of  poor  William's  recovery.  Have  been  hard  at 
work  sending  off  two  letters,  one  of  which  I 
wished  you  to  copy,  but  there  is  a  lion  in  the 
way.  1  have  been  disciplined  this  morning 
with  a  little  furnace  work ;  C.  has  been  her€ 
about  the  job ;  and  have  not  yet  had  my  nap^ 
though  much  needed  after  a  wearisome,  restless 
night;  neither  have  I  yet  obtained  my  tex^ 
and  have  two  or  three  children  to  baptiie  this 
evening,  and  two  sick  persons  to  visit  to  mor- 
row— poor  M.  the  cabinet-maker,  and  Mrs.  P. 
whom  I  must  see  to  morrow,  and  therefore  must 
abide  in  the  cabin  till  I  get  my  text. 

I  must  go  to  the  house  of  mourning  instead 
of  feasting,  for  this  is  the  end  of  all  men ;  all 
must  mourn  at  the  last,  and  the  wise  will  lay  it 
to  heart.  The  King's  business  requires  haste 
and  attention.  This,  this  my  hand  findeth  to 
do,  and  I  must  do  it  with  might.  Your  time 
is  your  own,  but  the  hireling  works  by  the  day, 
and  often  waits  for  the  shadow.  You  are  your 
own  mistress,  but  I  am  servant  of  all;  a  man  of 
all  work,  and  Jack  of  all  trades,  and  must  bear 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day :  and  hot  days 
mine  would  be  with  a  witness,  if  all  my  masters 
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and  mistresses  came  out  of  Wales,  for  I  think  I 
have  upwards  of  three  thousand.  Farewell. 
The  Lord  of  all  lords  bless  the  noble  company ! 

So  prays  the  servant  of  servants, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCXCIX* 

Cranbtook. 

I  HAVB  just  received  my  dear  lady's  let/er ;  and 
much  wish,  if  agreeable  to  my  dear  friend  t6 
come  so  far,  that  I  could  see  her  on  Saturday, 
as  the  air  might  be  of  use  to  the  poor  little  one,, 
whom  I  have  constantly  mentioned  in  my  poor 
prayers.  God  Almighty  is  good,  and  will  hear 
the  prayers  of  the  poor  and  needy,  who  know 
his  covenant  name,  and  trust  their  concerns 
with  him.  Mr.  B.  was  sorry  you  did  not  come, 
wishing  much  to  see  you,  as  the  child  is  better^ 
and  able  to  undertake  the  journey.  But  this  I 
submit  to  your  superior  judgment. 

I  am  truly  welcome  here,  and  hope  for  good 
times  by  the  will  of  God.  I  have  no  call  to  say 
how  glad  I  shall  be  to  see  you  ;  for  I  wish  you 
to  share  in  every  spiritual  blessing,  refreshing 
cheering,  or  comforting  time  that  may  come 
from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.     Adieu ! 

Ever  yours  to  serve  in  faith  and  love, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


ist 


ccc. 

Never  of  late,  my  dear  lady,  have  I  been  so 
imcommoTily  indulged  in  access,  boldness,  free- 
dom, and  all-conquering  energy  in  prayer,  as 
during  this  afternoon;  I  h^ve  begged  and  be- 
lieved that  Chrisf  will  cure  my  bad  breath; 
have  begged  hard  for  the  poor  little  dear  scrap, 
and  am  sure  I  have  been  beard,  and  more  than 
beard.     God  bless  thee.     Adieu! 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCI. 

1805. 

Your  letter,  my  dear  sister,  was  a  cordial,  and 
a  comfortable  one  to  me  :  it  drove  me  twice  to 
the  throne  of  grace  in  behalf  of  the  author,  and 
with  many  unfeigned  thanks  to  God  for  the  re- 
freshing season  you  enjoyed  under  the  word. 
When  I  left  Charlotte  Street  on  Tuesday,  I 
walked  all  the  way  to  Aldersgate  Street  without 
calling  on  any  one.  My  mind  being  meek, 
lowly,  and  contrite;  the  coast  clear,  and  my  old 
retreat  at  liberty;  there  I  spent  some  welcome 
moments  before  I  went  to  the  vestry,  which  was 
at  half  past  five.    I  had  a  feeling  sense  of  God'$ 
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power,  hi»  presence,  and  access  to  liim,  through \ 
the  whole  day ;  went  into  the  pulpit  more  than 
myself,  and  felt  in  no  small  degree  the  trans^ 
porting  ascension  to  continue^  My  soul  en- 
larged, my  heart  waxed  hot,  and  rose  with  the 
most  sacred  flame  to  an  unusual  ardour  r  and  I : 
did  expect  something  out  of  the  common  way, 
for  I  had  been  in  the  Spirit  throughout  the 
whole  day;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  for 
some  poor  soul's  good,  and  am  truly  grateful  to 
God  that  there  was  some  of  the  dew  to  moisten 
thy  heart. 

I  have  long  prayed,  entreated,  travailed, 
watched,  and  waited,  to  see  some  fruits  of  my 
labour  in  thy  behalf;  and  every  breaking  forth, 
every  revival,  afford  me  some  encouragement. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  dreaded  every 
appearance  of  the  webs  and  wool  of  Quaker- 
ism; the  composing  cordials  of  letter  preachers, 
which  have  damped  and  counteracted  the  Spi- 
rit's alarming,  convincing,  and  quickening  ope- 
rations on  thee,  by  their  crying  "  Peace,  peace,** 
.  as  fast  as  he  convinced  thee  of  sin,  and  rebuked 
thee  for  it;  together  with  every  appearance  of 
tJiat  outward  adorning,  or  making  a  fair  shew 
in  the  flesh,  received  by  tradition  from  profes- 
sors; the  worst  branch  of  all  the  three,  as  it  em- 
Itelli^hes  the  old  man,  and  is  done  merely  to 
attract  the  eyes  of  the  world,  whilst  the  mind 
is  in. Cull  ^possessi{On  of  all  its  enmity  against^ 
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God,  Satan  is  still  in  the  heart,  and  the  con- 
science drowned  with  the  guilt  and  filth  of 
sin. 

I  bless  my  God  for  every  appearance  of  life, 
light,  or  love,  that  darts  in  or  breaks  forth  upon 
thee.  But  remember,  Israel  of  old  was  not  only 
ordered  to  bring  their  sacrifices,  and  to  see  that 
they  were  offered  to  the  Lord ;  but  they  were 
to  eat  part  of  the  offerings,  and  then  to  sacrifice 
thanksgivings,  rejoicing  before  God  with  all 
their  heart ;  and  if  they  did  not  it  was  to  be 
accounted  sin  unto  them.  Read  Deut.  xii.  12, 
18.  We  have  an  altar,  which  is  Christ;  and  a 
priest,  who  is  the  same.  God  does  not  send 
these  sweet  morsels  to  feed  and  entertain,  to 
enlarge,  enliven,  and  encourage  us  only;  but  he 
expects  the  returns — praises,  thanksgivings,  and 
blessings ;  the  sacrifices  of  joy  and  gladness^ 
and  humble  acknowledgments :  and  sure  I  am 
that  the  more  my  sister  attends  to  these  things^ 
the  more  visits  will  she  have.  Times  of  trouble 
are  praying  seasons,  when  we  beg  favours;  times 
of  comfort  are  the  answers  to  our  prayers,  the 
profits  and  returns  of  the  beggars ;  and  should 
redound  to  God's  honour  by  the  love  of  our 
hearts,  and  the  fruits  of  our  lips. 

I  have  so  much  of  the  father  about  me,  that 
I  would  sooner  fast,  and  see  my  scrap  fed,  thaa 
I  would  be  indulged  with  a  banquet,  and  see 
her  feed  upon  ashes  and  bitterness.    Be  watch* 


ful,  and  observe  every  divine  iodolgence,  and 
ftend  back  the  tributes  due  to  the  King.  These 
are  the  revenues  of  the  empire,  and  God  will 
require  tloem. 

Ever  yours, 

w.  a  S.  S. 


CCCII. 

Favershaoiy  Oct.  21,  1805. 

Ore  AT — great  will  be  my  success  in  this  place : 
where  I  am  most  reproached,  there  I  have  the 
most  power:  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us?  The  sweetest  of  beings  is  our  Immanuel, 
and  the  sweetest  of  bands  and  ties  are  those  of 
faith,  peace,  and  love ;  sacred  knots  that  knit 
the  heart  to  God,  to  Christ,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit;  and  Wisdom  says,  ^^a  threefold  cord  is  not 
quickly  broken."  These  employ  and  entertain 
the  mind,  hold  our  thoughts  in  captivity,  and 
afford  a  substance,  a  fulness,  to  gratify  and  sa^ 
tisfy  the  wandering  desires,  and  fix  the  most 
craving  affections  upon  their  divine  and  eternal 
basis.  *^  Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me, 
therefore  will  I  deliver  him,  and  honour  him; 
and  I  will  set  him  on  high,  because  he  haa  known 
my  name."  These  cords  are  let  down  for  sinners 
to  .take  hold  of:  '*  I  drew  them  with  cords  of 
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Bjrc  as  witTi  the  bands  of  a  man/'  And  every 
time  that  faith  catches  hold  of  the  end,  how  ife 
draws  the  soul  upward !  and  how  the  mind  ri^es 
above  itself,  above  the  world,  and  all  that  is  in 
it !  "  Draw  me,"  says  the  apouse,  "  we  will  run 
after  thec;"  It  is  my  business  to  lengthen  these 
cords  and  strengthen  these  stakes ;  and  with 
Leah  I  may  say,  the  Lord  knows  that  I  am 
hated,  and  therefore  gives  me  a  good  dowry} 
and  this  spurs  up  my  zeal,  fires  my  heart,  and 
gives  me  some  stretchings  after  God,  and  after 
success  in  his  work. 

I  find  the  weather  raw  and  cold,  and  shall 
soon  long  tor  my  little  cabin  again — O  sweet 
spot !  I  am  no  w  at  Cranbrook,  where  I  preached 
last  night,  and  am  to  preach  again  this  evening 
and  to  morrow.  Have  not  had  one  dead  or 
barren  time  since  last  Sunday  morning.  Such 
goodness,  such  mercy^  cuts  me  to  the  heart,  I 
am  so  unworthy! 

To  morrow  night  I  shall  set  my  face  Zion-* 
ward,  and  never  look  back  till  I  reach  Giant's 
castle.  But  this  beats  all,  and  bears  up  under 
all — the  saints  are  one  in  Christ,  and  can  meet 
in  God,  and  be  present  with  him,  being  accepted 
of  him.  As  a  soul's  wellrwisher,  and  under 
shepherd,  hope  ever  to  remember  you  at  the 
xnercy  seat;  and  so  conclude, 

'     Ever  yours  in  him, 

S.S.  • 


« .  • 
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ccciir. 

May  23,  I8O6. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lo.rd,  grace  and  truth  be  with 
thee  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

\t  E  arrived  here  in  safety  last  night,  and  were 
most  kindly  received.  Being  to  preach  this 
evening  at  Grantham,  I  soon  retired  to  my 
room,  and  felt  for  my  eternal  All,  who  I  found 
was  not  far  from  me.  I  had  some  pleasing 
and  melting  sensations  by  the  way;  which^ 
though  transient  or  momentary,  were  sweet, 
and  are  always  desirable,  and  always  welcome. 
They  serve  to  convince  us  that  our  Intercessor 
and  Mediator  is  still  alive ;  without  whose  in- 
tercession no  answer  to  prayer,  and  without  his 
mediation  there  are  no  supplies  of  grace.  The 
worth  of  his  mediation  can  never  be  estimated  : 
no  powerful  petitions,  no  energy,  no  fervour, 
no  love,  nor  gratitude,  can  ever  flow  out  of  the 
human  breast,  but  from  his  own  implanted  grace. 
A  most  evangelical  speech  is  that  of  the 
holy  spouse,  "  Let  my  beloved  come  into  his 
garden,  and  eat  his  pleasant  fruits."  He  de- 
lights in  the  grace  of  his  own  Spirit,  in  the 
merits  and  benefits  of  his  own  death,  and  in 
the  souls  that  are  his  beloved  purchase  and  his 
own  bride.  In  her  he  sees  the  travail  of  his 
own  soul,  and  is  satisfied;  yea  delighted  with 

VOJU  II,  s 
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her  felicity,  her  fafety,  her  near  affinity  to  him, 
and  interest  in  hinl,  and  iii  hid  own  righteous- 
ness imparted  to  her,  and  in  his  own  image 
drawn  upon  her;  this — this  is  her  glory,  and 
this  is  his  delight.  He  loves  to  be  addressed 
with  the  words  of  his  own  mouth,  and  to  h'6 
worshipped  by  his  own  Spirit  in  us;  to  be 
trusted,  credited,  and  glorified  by  his  own  faith, 
and  adored  by  his  own  love.  Now  to  the  joy 
of  my  heart,  the  light  of  my  eyes,  and  the  crowE 
of  my  rejoicing,  be  all  peace* 

Thi  Doctor. 


ccciv. 

Newark^  M^jr  26,  leoO. 

M.Y  dear  Lady's  epistle  came  safe  to  hand,  and 
many  thanks  to  her  for  it.  Yesterday  I  opened 
the  new  chapel,  which  was  much  crowded,  the 
audience  very  attentive,  and  I  hope  that  success 
attended  us,  being  myself  much  enlarged.  It 
is  a  pretty  place;  plain,  yet  handsome;  and  I 
never  saw  one  better  contrived,  or  more  conve- 
nient. I  think  it  will  contain  about  five  hun- 
dred. The  people  are  much  charmed  with  it  j 
and  I  hope  that  Heaven  will  look  down  and 
smile  upon  the  undertaking,  it  being  in  the. 
hands  of  the  poor  and  needy,  the  simple  and  the 
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hoiieist;  Who  are  too  conscious  to  be  proud,  too 
poor  to  be  ostentatiobs,  and  too  sefasible  of  theilr 
sin  to  think  of  meriting.  T.  O.  h  here  and 
urges  me  to  go  to  Helmsley ;  others  to  Leicester; 
and  they  have  prevailed  upon  me  to  preach  at 
Stamford,  on  my  return,  which  will  be  tomorrow 
week,  if  God  permit.  I  have  had  a  choice  old 
woman  with  me,  whom  God  delivered  by  my 
books:  she  has  been  deaf  for  twenty  years ;  and 
e*l1ae  pfersiiaded  that,  if  I  begged  of  God  for  the 
rfecoV'cry  of  her  hearing,  he  would  grant  it;  and 
by  what  I  feel  in  my  own  heart  I  think  he  wilL 
Yesterday  came  a  man  from  Lincoln  to  hear  me, 
\rbost  wife  was  set  at  liberty  under  me  at  Mar* 
garet  street  chapel  twenty-seven  years  ago. 

I  am  much  by  myself;  and  have  sometimes 
tweet  access,  at  others  it  is  quite  the  reverse. 
This  is  going  in  and  out  to  find  pasture;  the 
latter  too  often.  Saturday  last  was  a  good  day; 
bat  yesterday  the  cruse  was  so  emptied,  that  I 
feel  the  tfiects  of  it  this  morning,  and  shall  do 
so  Until  the  spring  of  life  moves  again ;  till  when 
HO  sil^rmging  ups  no  running  over,  nor  flowing  out, 
ii'itfaer  tb  the  Loi*d  or  to  the  saint.  How  empty 
is  head  knowFedge,  and  how  barren  a  mouUi 
full  of  words,  if  no  ^^ater  in  the  well,  no  rain  in 
the  ciioud^  no  oil  m  the  v^ssel^  not  salt  in  tke 
Mute?  "There  is  a  treasure  to  be  desired,  and 
And  toil  in  the  dwelling  of  the  wise."*    This 
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supples  the  joints,  removes  hardness  from  the 
heart,  and  makes  the  face  to  shine. 
God  bless  the  scrap. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCV. 

Newark,  May  27,  I8OC. 

To  my  beloved  Sister — Sister  in  the  best  of  ties,  and 
in  the  best  of  all  fraternities;  grace  and  peace  be 
evermore  to  thee  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Father  ia  truth  and  love. 

1am  this  morning  under  the  gentle  distillation 
of  the  heavenly  dew  of  divine  grace,  which  al- 
ways softens,  mcekens,  refreshes,  and  revives  the 
soul;  which  makes  his  name  appear  great,  and 
all  his  influences  and  operations  truly  benign. 
But,  as  all  love  originates  with  him,  so  it  purges 
our  corrupt  and  inordinate  affections  from  idols, 
when  shed  abroad  in  the  heart;  and  not  only  so, 
but  it  refines  and  inflames  them ;  and  this  fire 
(like  the  sparks  of  that  which  is  artificial)  as- 
cends upwards  to  God,  and  to  the  right  hand  of 
God  where  Christ  sitteth.  Hence  it  is  said  that 
God  is  a  sun;  and,  when  he  shines  upon  us  in 
the  face  of  Christ,  it  is  called  the  sun  shining  in 
his  full  strength,  he  being  the  express  image  of 
the  Father's  person,  and  the  brightness  of  hi* 
glory :  and  the  healing  beams  which  are  darted 


851 

through  the  soul,  when  he  lifts  the  light  of  his 
countenance  upon  us,  make  him,  as  God  calls 
him,  a  refiner's  fire,  and  as  fuller's  sope.  They 
dethrone  all  imaginations,  rivals,  images  of  jea- 
lousy, and  strange  gods;  and,  as  God  i&  love,  so 
love  in  us  is  God,  and  God  in  Christ  becomes 
all  in  all.  And  my  poor  soul  blesses  God  for 
giving  thee  some  distant  rays,  and  some  of  these 
dissolving  beams,  whereby  thou  mayest  know 
that  there  is  a  reality  in  what  I  write;  for,  as 
sure  as  this  most  sacred  and  hallowing  fire 
toucheth  us,  so  sure  does  it  send  its  warmest 
acknowledgments  back  again  to  its  original 
source,  in  sacrifices  of  joy,  praise,  thanksgiving, 
and  every  grateful  return.  These,  my  joy  and 
crown,  are  our  acceptable  sacrifices,  and  odours 
of  a  sweet  smell,  well  pleasing  to  God. 

God's  covenant  is  putting  his  laws  in  the 
mind  and  heart;  faith  in  the  mind,  and  love  in 
the  heart;  which,  according  to  his  promise,  are  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  our  filthiness  and  from  all  our 
idols.  Faith  purifies  us  from  sin,  and  God's  love 
cleanses  us  from  idols.  And,  as  faith  overcomes 
the  world  by  laying  hold  of  God's  power,  so  love 
crucifies  us  to  it  by  the  aflTections  being  raised  to 
adore  and  delight  in  God.    Oh  for  more  of  this! 

My  dear  Lady,  and  dear  friend,  be  ye  fol- 
lowers of  poor  me;  my  business  will  be  the  best 
gain,  and  aflford  the  most  enduring  profit. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


i^es 
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Newarki  M?y  2B,  1806. 

BELOVED, 

xIavino  preached  here  on  Suwc^ay,  Monday, 
and  Tuesday,  ^nd  being  to  speak  this  evening 
»lso,  I  purpose  afterwards  tq  return  to  Grant- 
ham, which  is  fourteen  miles  nearer  home.  I 
have  been  much  indulged  in  secret,  and  much 
enlarged  in  public:  those  that  pray  in  secret 
shall  be  rewarded  openly.  I  have  been  well  at? 
tended,  and  not  a  few  of  my  old  favourites  have 
been  refreshed  and  strengthenisd;  apd,  by  what 
I  have  felt  myself,  I  hope  some  light  has  bfeen 
darted  upon  the  children  of  the  night.  But  I 
inust  leave  time  to  discover  this;  for  bread  cast 
upon  the  waters  is  to  be  foui^d  after  miany  d^ys; 
and,  if  it  is  to  be  found,  it  cannot  be  lost 

I  am  more  and  more  enamoured  with  the  beU 
ter  partr  There  is  no  life  like  a  life  of  faith ;  no 
inheritance  like  heaven;  no  treasure  like  grace; 
po  portion  like  God ;  no  honour  like  adoption  ; 
DO  majesty  like  the  kingdom  of  Christ:  and, 
blessed  be  God,  the  life  of  my  soul,  energy  in 
pursuing,  and  the  attracting  and  alluring  cords 
of  his  love,  do  not  die  nor  abate  in  my  heart 
There  are  some  stretchings  after  God,  though 
at  times  I  am  on  a  low  spot,  as  an  old  woman 
once  told  mCf 
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I  arose  this  pfiorniog  very  early,  and  have 
been  looking  all  round  me;  buf;  n?y  mind  has 
beep  so  aspiring  as  to  see  all  created  things  a 
blank,  and  a  deceptive  shadow,  which  ere  long 
will  pass  away,  and  then  what  becomes  of  a  por- 
tion in  this  life?  All  earthly  inheritances  will 
consumis  and  vanish  in  a  moment;  but  grac^ 
and  truth  can  never  fade,  never  vanish,  never 
deceive,  pever  be  lost;  grace  shall  reign  througl^ 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life,  and  truth  shall 
be  settled  in  heaven. 

*    ■ 

Tender  my  lov?  to  E.  and  aiccept  the  same. 

ThJC  C0Al.HEAVP9. 


CCCVII. 

Grantham^  Jooe  2,  1806. 

The  second  epistle  is  arrived  safe,  wherein  my 
little  one  acknowledges  that  she  has  presumed 
upon,  and  arrogated  to  herself,  the  favour  of 
God  without  right.  But  who  tells  her  so  ?  None 
but  the  devil,  carnal  reason,  and  unbelief.  I 
begged,  with  much  indulgence  and  power,  that 
God  would  bless  her  with  the  grace  of  the 
means,  though  deprived  of  the  means  of  grace; 
and  God  Answered  me,  and  couiforted  her  ancj 
others;  and  you  sent  the  account,  which  drew 
me  to  my  knees  to  bless,  thank^  and  adore  him 
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for  his  grace;  and  my  heart  tells  me  that  he 
accepted  it,  that  with  such  sacrifices  he  is  well 
pleased,  and  that  these  are  the  revenues  of  his 
realm,  his  choice  oblations,  and  the  fruits  of  his 
own  Spirit.  And  must  all  this  be  undone?  All 
these  sweet  words  be  retracted?  And  must  we 
repent  for  honouring,  adoring,  and  blessing 
God  ?  God  comes  to  relieve  us,  the  devil  comes 
to  rob  us ;  God  comes  to  comfort  us,  "  I,  even 
I,  am  he  that  comfortcth  you,"  and  the  devil 
comes  to  distress  us ;  God  comes  to  encourage 
faith,  the  devil  to  nurse  and  cherish  unbelief; 
God  comes  with  peace,  the  devil  with  confu- 
sion; God  comes  with  truth,  the  devil  with 

lies. 

But '  the  joys  of  my  scrap  of  honour  sprung 
from  the  beauties  of  the  season,  and  the  beau- 
ties of  creation,  all  which  combined  to  animate 
the  natural  spirits,'  &c.  This  came  from  the 
devil  himself)  and  front  no  other.  Had  your 
animal  spirits,  which  are  only  in  the  blood,  been 
dated  to  the  highest  pitch,  (as  you  have  ofteu 
seen  iu  wearied  persons,  when  refreshed  and 
inebriated  with  wine)  they  would  never  have  af* 
forded  either  composure  to  the  mind,  peace  or 
tranquillity  to  the  conscience,  hope  in  God,  or 
expectation  from  him;  much  less  can  it  draw  the 
love  of  the  soul  to  him,  or  furnish  the  heart 
with  energy,  or  the  mouth  with  prayer,  praise, 
or  thanksgiving,  which  you  never  saw  in  any 
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•  •  • 

jsuch,  even  when  their  animal  spirits  were  at  the 
highest.  Solomon  says  that  the  heart,  when 
filled  with  laughter,  is  sorrowful. 

But  *  all  your  comfort  came  from  the  wood- 
lark  and  the  crocuses.'  Satan  used  to  tell  me 
that  all  mine  came  from  himself,  and  then  up- 
braided me,  by  insinuatmg  that  I  had  thanked 
and  blessed  God  for  comforts  which  came  from 
the  devil.  Your  unbelief  has  furnished  me  with 
an  excellent  text,  which  is  this,  "  Strengthen 
ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble 
knees ;  say  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart, 
Be  strong,  fear  not,  behold,  your  God  will 
come,"  &c.  Jacob  would  not  let  him  go  with- 
out a  blessing.  The  Syrophenician  woman  held 
fast,  though  thrice  rebuffed  by  the  Lord  him- 
self; but  you  give  place  to  the  devil.  The  church 
says,  "  I  held  him  fast,  and  would  not  let  him 
go,"  &c.  "  Cast  not  away  your  Confidence,  which 
hath  a  great  recompense  of  reward,"  for  he  will 
surely  come  again,  and  every  visit  will  afford 
fresh  light,  strength,  and  courage,  till  the 
stammerer  will  (as  Isaiah  says)  be  ready  to  speak 
plainly;  that  is,  the  doubtful  soul  will  speak 
confidently;  "They  shall  call  me,  My  Father; 
and  they  shall  not  turn  away  from  me."  And 
I  have  no  doubt  but  this  will  be  verified  in 
you. 

Last  night  the  deaf  woman  was  at  chapel, 
when  Mrs.  B.  told  me  that  she  began  to  hear  a 
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l|ttl?.    God  will  listen  to  the  prayers  of  his  poor 
de$p]sec|  ones. 

My  love  to  James  and  Peg ;  and  accepf  the 
sfitn^  from  y.oi^f  wilHpg  servant, 

W.  H.  S-  S. 

Tell  Satan  that  when  I  come  I  shall  remem- 
ber his  deeds  for  robbing  and  stealing. 


CCCVIII. 

Littleport,  Aug.  18,  ISO?. 
BELOVED, 

^Testebbay  was  a  hot  day;  and,  although! 
prea^cbed  in  a  barn,  with  all  the  doors  wide  open, 
J  was  no  less  heated  than  at  Providence.  My 
audience  was  very  great,  orderly,  attentive  and 
devout  Small  country  carriages  came  into  the 
town  in  all  directions,  and  a  multitude  of  re- 
spectable people  assembled.  I  preached  all  the 
day  from  Job  xxix.  11,  12,  13.  Some  smiled, 
while  others  cried;  and  various  aspects  on  dif- 
ferent countenances  proclaimed  various  opera- 
tions. I  have  been  long  plowing,  harrowing^ 
grubbing  up,  and  breaking  the  clods ;  and  noy 
expect  to  reap,  and  to  receive  some  fruit,  as 
among  other  Gentiles.  And  I  think  some  shine^ 
others  suck,  some  swim,  others  smoke,  some 


$67 

burn,  4njJ  otjiers  melt,  \)eing  wooed.  !pi|^  I  sub- 
rpit  tbe$(2  things. 

I  Ifept  the  friiends  at  Grantham  ^qcl  NewarH 
in  the  dark  (as  I  thought)  about  ipy  going  to 
Ely;  but  C.  M.  brought  it  tp  light — the  Doctof 
caqnot  be  hid.  p.  and  his  wife  are  herp.  foor 
okl  Sar^h  pame  in,  niourping  and  melting,  weep* 
ii)g  and  rejoicing.  She  is  charmingly  ip  health; 
but  the  old  swaddlipg  bands  of  dqubts  and  ffsars, 
misgivings  and  unbelief,  stick  close,  as  does  the 
napkin  that  is  aj^out  her  head;  all  which  I  hope 
will  be  wrapped  together,  and  laid  in  a  place  by 
themselves  before  we  part.  But  I  submit  these 
things. 

What  a  mass  of  rubbish,  dross,  lumber,  and 
useless  trumpery,  have  I  to  cut  through  before 
I  can  get  at  the  heart,  on  which  hangs  the  vai}, 
and  within  the  bolts  and  bars  of  reason's  preju- 
dice, enmity  and  unbelief;  a  bundle  of  rags  called 
rigl^teousness,  and  the  old  idol  called  the  reli- 
gion of  our  forefathers;  the  old  linsey-woolsey 
petticoat,  clouted  shoes,  and  old  leathern 
bottles:  but  new  wine  must  be  fiul  into  new 
bottles;  a  better  robe,  and  shoes  on  the  feet^ 
must  be  put  on,  and  all  at  the  Master's  own  ex- 
pence,  ere  he  can  be  pleased  or  reconciled  to 
these  strayecj  and  revolted  sons  of  ignorance. 
3o  it  appears  to  me;  but  I  submit  these  things. 

There  never  has  been  so  much  inquiry  after 
(he  Pjoptpr  before,  por  ever  such  a  concourse  to 
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hear;  and  I  think  that  I  rise  much  in  esteem 
here,  as  not  a  few  flock  to  shake  me  by  the 
hand,  which,  with  the  pleasing  smile  on  their 
countenance,  is  in  my  view  a  favourable  prelude: 
but  I  submit  these  things. 

I  have  had  a  hot  and  restless  night;  my 
breath  is  short,  and  my  limbs  arc  languid,  there- 
fore shall  conclude. 

Farewell;  that  grace  and  peace  may  be  with 
thee,  is  the  prayer  of 

The  Doctor. 


CCCIX. 

Aug.  21,  180(5. 

It  i«  a  kindness  shewn  to  the  children  of  men 
when  God  apprises  them  of  ensuing  dangers, 
as  it  alarms  the  mind,  awakens  the  attention, 
and  sets  the  soul  on  its  watch  and  guard.  But, 
'^except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman 
waketh  but  in  vain:"  man  is  not  his  own 
keeper.  God  is  our  refuge,  and  the  prayer  of 
the  defenceless  is  flying  to  it.  Poor  N.  has 
obtained  her  deliverance;  "  Many  are  the  afllic- 
tions  of  the  righteous,  but  God  delivers  them 
out  of  them  all.**  Am  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear 
of  the  poor  horse;  a  stroke  came  there  lest  we 
should  rise  too  fast,  but  both  are  spared  lest  we 
should  sink  too  low  in  pocket.     lie  lifts  up  his 
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hand^  that  he  may  be  looked  to;  aiid  he  spares, 
that  his  goodness  may  be  admired. 

I  preached  here  last  Tuesd?iy, evening  from 
Phil.  i.  6.  Old  Granny  said  she  could  have  sat 
all  night  without  being  tired,  which  was  much 
for  her  to  say,  and  great  words  to  come  from  a 
heart  so  strong  in  unbelief,  and  to  pass  through 
5uch  a  crowd  of  doubts  and  fears.  But,  when 
the  heart  believes,  the  mouth  will  confess;  for 
the  abundance  of  the  heart  will  force  its  way 
through  all  the  briers  and  thorns.  Mountains 
flow  down,  obdurate  hardness  melts,  idols 
vanish,  vallies  are  raised,  rough  places  are 
smoothed,  darkness  becomes  light,  and  crooked 
things  are  made  straight,  before  the  living  coal 
of  undissembledjove.  I  never  saw  Granny  so 
j^igh  before;  her  appetite  I  believe  was  keen; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  gloom  that  has  be- 
fallen you  was  something  preparatory,  to  alarm^ 
quicken,  and  sharpen  the  appetite,  that  when 
Sunday  came  you  might  hear  with  more  atten- 
tion, have  the  sweeter  meal,  and  be  the  more 
thankful  for  it.  We  never  feed  so  heartily  as 
when  previous  trials  have  brought  on  both 
hunger  and  thirst.  "  The  full  soul  lothes  the 
honey-comb,  but  to  the  hungry  soul  ev^ry  bit- 
ter thing  is  sweet."  And  so  I  have  always 
found  it.  You  are  sure  to  share  in  my  poor 
feeble  petitions,  whether  they  avail  or  not 
This  is  Thursday ;  I  am  to  preach  here  this 
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everting,  ahd  go  to  156\niliattl  dtl  Situi-day, 
where  I  intend  to  preach  two  Sibb^tiis,  ahd  then 
shall  speed  my  way  homewards  \Vith  such  ex- 
pedition, that  you  shall  not  kno*r  at  what  hhiit 
1  will  (ibrnc  Upon  you.  Therefot^  bfe  ye  alsd 
ready,  for  it  sUch  dn  hout  as  ye  think  not  thti 
Doctot-  cometh,  if  trod  permit  atid  J>rosper  his 
way.  iThe  Lord  has  bfought  the  throd^  hi* 
work  with  frefedom  and  enlargement  t>f  hfcart, 
and  I  hope  with  some  success,  as  the  people 
seem  very  earnest  and  very  attentive.  I  Icmg,  I 
i*^atch,  and  I  hope  fbr  a  good  ingathering,  which 
h  the  promised  re\Vard  of  my  labour.  Tender 
my  love  to  Eliza,  and  all  at  hom^. 

Voiirs  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


cccx. 

Downfaamj  Ang»26j  I807. 

BELOVED, 

Youus  came  safe  to  hand,  with  ah  aecQutit  of 
all  the  labour  and  labourers  at  CHcklewo^-* 
house.  Every  man  will  proclaim  his  own  good- 
ness; but,  as  to  the  wonian>  her  b>tn  trork^  are 
to  praise  hfer  iti  thfe  gates.  T\VO  *romeii  liave 
visited  ttie;  erne  the  gardenter's*  Wife  oppo^it^ 
Mrk.  W.'s,  who  heard  me  the  first  time^  atid  has 
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some  love  and  some  light  Another,  who  is 
in  deep  waters,  had  some  encouragement  from 
this  text,  "  All  that  I  love  I  rebuke  and 
chasten,"  &c.  She  came  the  next  day  to  see 
me,  full  charged,  and  began  to  give  vent  by 
weeping;  but  the  vessel  filled  so  fast,  that  it 
came  out  with  a  gust  and  loud  explosion,  say- 
ing, in  the  utmost  simplicity^  "  I  never  thought 
that  my  heart  would  say  such  wicked  things 
against  God  Almighty."  I  thought  of  Paul's 
remark,  that  God  has  chosen  the  weak  things 
to  confound  the  strong,  &c.  After  some  con- 
versation and  prayer  with  her,  she  went  off 
somewhat  eased  and  reconciled  to  this  mental 
war,  which  appears  to  all  young  recruits  so 
strange  a  thing,  saying  "  The  people  at  the 
meeting  (that  is  the  Arminians)  tell  me  that 
I  might  get  rid  of  such  thoughts  if  I  would ; 
but  I  find  I  cannot."  Like  the  poor  man,  who 
went  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  she  fell  among 
thieves.  But  her  wound  is  too  deep  I  hope  for 
all,  except  the  good  Samaritan;  and  her  appe- 
tite too  keen  for  the  citizens  of  this  country. 
Husks  suit  none  but  the  full  soul :  it  is  those 
that  are  condemned,  and  the  dead  in  law,  that 
pine  for  bread. 

Yesterday  the  audience  was  sufficient  for  the 
cathedral,  and  all  were  very  attentive.  Various 
effects  appeared  on  different  countenances,  and 
I  have  sincere  hope  that  not  a  fe^T  will  find 
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gripes  of  conscience  within,  and  prickly  thorns 
without.  For  two  or  three  days  I  had  been  very 
dead  and  cold  in  my  secret  hours ;  but  last  Sa- 
turday was  kindly  indulged,  and  admitted  to 
much  freedom  and  access ;  and  what  is  all  this 
world  without  God?  Small  as  my  heart  is,  it  is 
too  great  an  expanse  for  all  the  world  to  fill,  if 
bereft  of  his  presence :  and  it  is  our  comfort 
that  he  loves  those  that  love  him,  and  never 
leaves  those  whom  he  loves,  nor  suffers  our  love 
to  die  away  from  him;  for,  although  this  is 
often  feared,  yet  it  is  never  confirmed. 

My  pulse   now  begins  to   beat  high   for 
Cricklewood,  and  I  wish  my  face  was  that  way. 

Farewell ! 

The  Doctor. 


CCCXI. 

Grantham,  Nov.  9,  I8O7. 
BELOVED, 

Vv  E  all  arrived  here  in  safety,  blessed  be  God, 
at  ten  o'clock  last  night,  when  I  felt  myself  ex* 
hausted  to  the  last  degree,  and  could  scarcely 
stand;  so  I  took  a  draught  of  Adam's  home- 
brewed, and  went  immediately  to  bed.  One 
table  was  set  out  for  supper,  another  with  tea 
and  coffee,  and  old  Sarah  all  alive.     But  to  me 
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the  best  dish  was  feathers^  the  best  desert 
blankets,  and  the  best  balsam  for  the  stomach 
a  pillow.  1  soon  made  application  of  all  these, 
and  found  them  upon  proof  a  most  excellent 
remedy,  and  slept  welL  I  am  thi«  morning 
better  than  I  expected;  but  never  before  was  I 
so  sensibie  of  the  inroads  of  old  age^  ami  of  the 
strong  hold  of  her  infirmities^ 

I  got  two  texts  for  London  while  on  th^ 
road.  This  passage  in  the  Acts  is  often  on  my 
mind,  ^'  There  arose  no  smalj  stir  about  that  way." 
Ami  there  is  no  small  sinking  and  moving 
among  the  dry  bones  hereabouts ;  bone  is  com- 
ing to  his  bone;  and  I  hope  that  God  will 
breathe  upon  tliem,  and  cause  them  to  live. 
Should  God  crown  his  work  with  such  success, 
(for  life  divine  is  a  crown  to  the  just)  then  De- 
metrius, and  the  craftsmen  of  like  occupation, 
mth  my  lady's  men,  and  lord  Satan's  men,  will 
raise  a  sad  hue  and  cr^  after  his  reverence  th(8 
Doctor. 

This  is  the  other  text  that  I  caught  by  the 
way;  '*  I  will  say  to  the  North,  Give  up,  and  tQ 
the  South,  Keep  not  back ;  bring  my  sons  from 
far,  and  my  daughters  frpm  the  ends  of  the 
ea?th.'*  Now,  as  Kent  and  Sussex  lie  southerly, 
and  these  paats  are  in  tlie  North,  I  have  fiOOr, 
strued  the  text  as  J  wish  to  have  it;  not  willing 
to  leave  the  Doctor,  his  work  and  workmanship, 
out  of  the  promise. 

VOL,  II.  T 
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I  am  sorry  that  my  only  scrap  of  honour 
and  my  little  master  garcleoer  are  at  present 
invalicls.     But  Faith  says  she  can  help  them, 

• 

and  manage  them  better  at  Grantham  than  at 
Cricklewood,  because  the  great  Physician  is  in 
all  places,  and  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
believes.  I  am  this  day  favoured  with  a  pray- 
ing frame,  which  you  know  is  the  only  door  of 
hope,  and  th/e  only  means  by  which  I  can  render 
any  assistance :  and  I  have  more  hope  and  satis- 
faction in  these  simple  means  than  in  all  the 
skill  of  physicians.  And  by  the  help  of  God 
the  Doctor  will  attend  to  this  very  thing;  and 
what  I  say  to  the  scrap  I  say  to  the  master  gar- 
dener also,  and  that  is — watch;  for  you  are  and 
will  be  better  judges  of  the  operations  and  effects 
than  I  can  be. 

Kind  love  to  gll. 

The  Doctor. 


I  shall  make  Paul's  plea  my  own.  "  Onesi* 
phorus  was  not  ashamed  of  my  chain,  but  when 
at  Rome  he  sought  me  out  diligently,  and  found 
me ;  and  in  how  many  things  he  ministered  unto 
me,  thou  knowest  very  well.  The  Lord  grant 
unto  him  that  he  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord 
in  that  day.'* 

W.  H.   S.S. 


Slt5 


CCCXit. 

Granthaibj  Not;  4;  180/^ 
DEAR  FRlfeNI)^ 

I SEK  more  and  more  thd  projjrietyj  prttfit,  atid 
convenience,  of  creeping  into  houses,  and  lead- 
ing captive  silly  women;  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  give  that  passage  a  holy  meaiiingx  When  I 
came  into  this  rooiii  there  was  a  good  lire,  pens^ 
inkj  aiid  paper,  and  a  large  bible  and  concord'^ 
ance^  with  every  necessary  and  comfortable  con- 
venience for  the  Doctor;  whereupon  these  words, 
spoken  by  EUsha,  came  to  my  mind  ;  "  Thou  hast 
been  careful  for  us  with  all  thy  care,  and  what 
shall  be  done  for  thee  ?"  And  the  words  of  Jacob  j 
**  God  has  blessed  thee  since  my  coming;*' 
Now,  as  God  blessed  the  house  of  Potiphar 
for  Joseph's  sake,  and  of  Obed-edom  for  the  Ark's 
sake,  so  I  pleaded  all  these ;  and  the  Spirit,  as  d 
spirit  of  prayer  and  of  power,  abode  with  me.  1 
found  such  an  open  door,and  such  access^  freedom, 
energy,  and  confidence^  in  behillf  of  the  sick  at 
home,  and  in  behalf  of  my  host^  that  I  am  sure 
I  was  heard,  and  that  God  will  bless  and  enrich 
these  pokxr  creatures*  And  this  power  continued 
fof  hour* ;  nay,- 1  even  left  off  with  a  full  cruse 
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and  a  springing  well.  I  called  old  Sarah  up^ 
and  told  her  that  from  this  day  God  would  bless 
them  ;  and  I  wrote  it  down  with  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  gave  it  to  her  in  the  fullest  assur- 
ance of  faith. 

Yesterday  we  were  so  crowded,  that  for 
some  minutes  I  could  not  enter  the  door ;  the 
people  came  from  all  parts,  and  not  a  few  that 
were  strangers.  One  canie  fifty  miles,  and  auo- 
ther  above  twenty.  The  power  of  God  was 
present  to  heal;  and  old  Sarah  told  me  that  she 
really  believed  she  was  pardoned.  Indeed  there 
was  much  dew  upon  them  all.  In  the  evening 
about  twenty  of  them  conversed  with  me,  tiH  I 
withdrew  to  bed.  Some  of  them  are  still  in  the 
house ;  but  I  am  alone  in  my  lovely  retirements 

I  have  just  received  up  Lady's  letter,  by 
which  I  understand,  that  her  back  has  called  for 
stroke^r;  and  I  am  glad  they  are  come,  for  every 
bitter  is  better  than  the  sleep  of  death.  The 
north  wind  dTives  away  rain,  and  stripes 
cleanse  the  innermost  parts  of  the  belly.  Lon- 
don friends  are  too  full  fed;  physic  and  fasting 
will  su^t  them  better  than  feasts  and  cordials. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  in  these  parts ;  the  peo- 
ple here  jump  al  the  crumbs  that  falLfrom  the 
children's  table ;  and  Satan  is  not  a  little  galled 
at  the  banquet  and  the  crowded  guests. 

Kiss  the  rod;  and,  if  theVstomach  is  too  high 
for  that,  God  will  keep  you  down  till  you  can» 
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My  pr&yer  is,  that  tbis  stroke  may  t>e  sanctljfied. 
Love  ta  all. 

W.H.  S.S- 


CCCXIIL 

Nov.  14, 1807* 
BBLOVEB, 

Ik  my  former  lettfer  I  mentioned  last  Saturday 
as  one  of  the  dayis  of  the  Son  of  man — a  day  of 
power  and  of  much  prayer.  Since  then  it  has 
not  been  so  with  me ;  I  have  been  cold,  dead, 
dry,  aud  barren ;  except  in  the  pulpit,  where  t 
have  not  experienced  one  barren  opportunity, 
whatever  others  may.  Yesterday  howevVr,  to- 
wards eveningj^  when  I  was  alone  in  my  room, 
matters  were  altered  for  the  better;  the  door  of 
hope  and  gate  of  hfe  stood  half  open,  so  that  I 
could  send  in  my  petitions,  though  1  could  not 
get  in  myself.  And,  if  experience  has  a  voice, 
if  sensations  are  to  be  attended  to,  if  impulses 
and  impressions  may  be  credited,  their  voice  to 
me  was — that  both  my  poor  patients  at  Crickle- 
wood  are  worse.  Under  these  appehensions  I 
begged  hard,  and  (what  is  strange)  poor  little 
Eliza  came  strongly  on  my  mind,  shewing  me 
a  kind  of  half  face  with  a  smile,  intimating 
that  I  should  not  forget  her;  which  I  hope! 
never  shall. 


Iprcached  herd  twice  last  Sundayj  on  Mpuday 
f^nd  Wednesday  evenings;  and  am  to  preach  here 
^gain  op  Friday  evening,  and  next  Sunday  at  Ne^ 
wark.  It  snowed  hard  last  night ;  the  snow  lies; 
pow  upon  the  ground ;  the  weather  is  most  in- 
tensely cold  ;  and  my  lungs  and  breath  J  thinl? 
were  never  worse.  This  world,  however,  is  not 
heaven;  neither  is  this  frail  body  our  house  that 
is  from  above ;  nor  this,  transient  life  that  which 
Christ  came  to  confer  upon  his  poor,  little,  de-r 
fipised  flock,  for  that  is  eternal, 

I  am  fully  persuaded  there  is  some  good 
in  thee  towards  the  Lord  Gpd  of  Israel ;  God 
will  b^.as  the  dew  unto  us,  which  imperceptibly 
falU  on  the  soul  j  the  refreshings,  are  felt  for  a 
time,  and  the  hidden  manna  is  left  when  the  dew. 
is  exhaled,  faith,  hope,  and  love,  I  believe  are 
in  thee  J  and  whenever  the  Lord  shines  these 

• 

will  shew  themselves^  and  go  forth  to  meet 
and  welcome  the  bridegroom.  The  apostles 
knew  not  their  own  treasure;  "  Ye  know 
not  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of.'*  Farewell. 
Kind  love  to  all  thp  household... 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


«7d 


CCCXIV. 

Grantham,  Nov.  19>  I8O7. 
DEAllLT  BKLOVED, 

By  your  letter  aud  Eliza's  of  yesterday  I  find 
that  you  are  still  poorly.  My  prayers  have  been 
for  you  both ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  God 
will  heal  you,  and  sanctify  the  affliction  too. 
Much  prayer,  and  much  faith  with  it,  went  up 
yesterday  and  to  day  for  my  poor  little  ones. 

I  am  glad  that  I  came  here,  as  there  is  a 
great  work  going  on ;  and  I  hope  the  matter  is 
settled  with  the  clergyman  I  mentioned,  who 
wrote  to  me  to  j-equest  that  I  would  preach 
upon  the  law,  and  came  last  night  to  hear  me 
again.  I  did  so,  and  God  was  with  me  indeed. 
I  go  this  evening  to  Newark,  and  leave  Grant- 
ham to  morrow  morning  for  Leicester.  Much 
life  seems  to  work  in  my  soul ;  a  longing  and 
struggling  after  God  in  prayer,  whether  I  en- 
joy freedom  or  not.  I  am  sometimes  dry,  and 
then  moistened  with  dew ;  hard,  then  meek 
ened;  straitened,  then  enlarged;  dumb,  and 
then  filled  with  pleas  :  but  I  still  feel  and  follow 
after  the  latter  sort,  though  the  flesh  lusts  against 
them. 

Farewell ;  the  best  of  all  blessings  rest  upon 
thee;  so  prays  thine  in  Him, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


875 

and  a  springing  well.  I  called  old  Sarah  up« 
and  told  her  that  from  this  day  God  would  bless 
them  ;  and  I  wrote  it  down  with  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  gave  it  to  her  in  the  fullest  assur- 
ance of  faith. 

Yesterday  we  were  so  crowded,  that  for 
some  minutes  I  could  not  enter  the  door ;  the 
people  came  from  all  parts,  and  not  a  few  that 
were  strangers.  One  caine  fifty  miles,  and  ano- 
ther above  twenty.  The  power  of  God  was 
present  to  heal;  and  old  Sarah  told  me  that^she 
really  believed  she  was  pardoned.  Indeed  there 
was  much  dew  upon  them  all.  In  the  evening 
about  twenty  of  them  conversed  with  me,  till  I 
withdrew  to  bed.  Some  of  tl^em  are  still  in  the 
house ;  but  I  am  alone  in  my  lovely  retirement, 

I  have  just  received  up  Lady's  letter,  by 
which  I  understand,  that  her  back  has  called  for 
strokes^;  and  I  am  glad  they  are  come,  for  every 
bitter  is  better  tlian  the  sleep  of  death.  The 
north  wind  drives  away  rain,  and  stripes 
cleanse  the  innermost  parts  of  the  belly.  Lon- 
don friends  are  too  full  fed^  physic  and  fasting 
will  suit  them  better  than  feasts  and  cordials. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  in  these  piarts ;  the  peo-* 
pie  here  jump  at  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the 
childrea'9  table;  and  Satan  is  not  a  little  galled 
at  the  banquet  and  the  crowded  guests. 

Kiss  the  rod;  and,  if  the^stomach is  too  high 
for  thatp  God  will  keep  you  down  till  you  can» 


28r 

Ifaey  banished*  him  vrith  hard  imptecattohaL^ 
But  he  seem$  3.t70Bg  in  faith,  fraught  with  the. 
plainest  and  most  forceabb  truths^  saying,  ^'  h 
knoAj^.that  Godis  my  unclxangeable  and  ever*: 
lasting  friend."  I  gave  him.  a  trifle,  for  which 
he  thanked  me,  saying  he  hoped  he  should  ntv^fr 
follow  Christ  for  the  loaves. and  fishes. 

The  young  clergyman  heard  me  three  times^. 
and  I  understand  that  two  other  gentlemen 
of  the  cloth  have  been  to  hear  me  more  tb^iv 
once*  There  ape  manv  souls  on  our  side  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  Grantham;  several  came  from 
Sleafbrd  to  hear  me,  and  pow  meet  together  by- 
themselves*  Thus  you  see  I  must  be  a  bishop, 
at  large.  Whilst  here  I  have  not  had  one  dry. 
or  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  though  often 
afterwards  it  has  been  otherwise* 

Kind  love  to  all  friends, 

W.  II.  S.  S-  . 


CCCXVL 


Feb.  13,  1799. 


My  dear  young  Friend, 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  your  father's  indisposi- 
tion, and  of  the  soul  trouble  that  I  hear  he. 
labours  under  There  is,  how^ever,  no  room  for 
despair,  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  to  those  that 
feel  their  need  of  Jiim.    The  gospel  is  good 
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and  a  springing  well.  I  called  old  Sarah  up^ 
and  told  her  that  from  this  day  God  would  bless 
them  ;  and  I  wrote  it  down  with  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  gave  it  to  her  in  the  fullest  assur* 
ance  of  faith. 

Yesterday  we  were  so  crowded,  that  for 
some  minutes  I  could  not  enter  the  door ;  the 
people  came  from  all  parts,  and  not  a  few  that 
were  strangers.  One  came  fifty  miles,  and  ano- 
ther above  twenty.  The  power  of  God  was 
present  to  heal;  and  old  Sarah  told  me  that^she 
really  believed. she  was  pardoned.  Indeed  there 
was  much  dew  upon  them  all.  In  the  evening 
about  twenty  of  them  conversed  with  me,  till  I 
withdrew  to  bed.  Some  of  them  are  stiUin  the 
house ;  but  I  am  alone  in  my  lovely  retirement* 

{  have  just  received  up  Lady's  letter,  by 
which  I  understand,  that  her  back  has  called  for 
strokes^  and  I  am  glad  they  are  come,  for  every 
bitter  is  better  than  the  sleep  of  death.  The 
north  wind  drives  away  rain,  and  stripes 
cleanse  the  innermost  parts  of  the  belly.  Lon- 
don friends  are  too  full  fed;  physic  and  fasting 
will  su^t  them  better  than  feasts  and  cordials. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  in  these  parts ;  the  peo- 
ple here  jump  at  the  crumbs  that  falLfrom  the 
children'9  table;  and  Satan  is  not  a  little  galled 
at  the  banquet  and  the  crowded  guests. 

Kiss  the  rod;  and,  if  the^stomach is  too  high 
for  that,  God  will  keep  you  down  till  you  can» 
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My  prayer  is,  that  this  stroke  may  be  sanctiiied. 
Love  ta  all. 

W.H.  S.S. 


CCCXIIL 

Nov.  14, 1807* 
BELOVED, 

I^  my  former  letter  I  mentioned  last  Saturday 
as  one  of  the  daysJ  of  the  Son  of  man — a  day  of 
power  and  of  much  prayer.  Since  then  it  hais 
not  been  so  with  me ;  I  have  been  cold,  dead; 
dry,  aud  barren  ;  except  in  the  pulpit,  where  1 
have  not  experienced  one  barren  opportunity, 
whatever  others  may.  Yesterday  however,  to- 
wards eveningj^  when  I  was  alone  in  my  room, 
matters  were  altered  for  the  better;  the  door  of 
hope  and  gate  of  life  stood  half  open,  so  that  I 
could  send  in  my  petitions,  though  1  could  not 
get  in  myself.  And,  if  expefrieivce  has  a  voice, 
if  sensations  are  to  be  attended  to,  if  impulses 
and  impressions  may  be  credited,  their  voice  to 
me  was — that  both  my  poor  patients  at  Crickle* 
wood  are  worse.  Under  these  appehensions  I 
begged  hard,  and  (what  is  strange)  poor  little 
Eliza  came  strongly  on  my  mind,  shewing  me 
a  kind  of  half  face  with  a  smile,  intimating 
that  I  should  not  forget  her ;  which  I  hope  I 
never  shalU 
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and  a  springing  well.  I  called  old  Sarah  up^ 
and  told  her  that  from  this  day  God  would  bless 
them  ;  and  I  wrote  it  down  with  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  gave  it  to  her  in  the  fullest  assur* 
ance  of  faith. 

Yesterday  we  were  so  crowded,  that  for 
some  minutes  I  could  not  enter  the  door ;  the 
people  came  from  all  parts,  and  not  a  few  that 
were  strangers.  One  caine  fifty  miles,  and  ano- 
ther above  twenty.  The  power  of  God  was 
present  to  heal;  and  old  Sarah  told  me  that  she 
really  believed  she  was  pardoned.  Indeed  there 
was  much  dew  upon  them  all.  In  the  evening 
about  twenty  of  them  conversed  with  me,  till  I 
withdrew  to  bed.  Some  of  tl^em  are  still  in  the 
house ;  but  I  am  alone  in  my  lovely  retirements 

I  have  just  received  up  Lady's  letter,  by 
which  I  understand,  that  her  back  has  called  for 
strokes^  and  I  am  glad  they  are  come,  for  every 
bitter  is  better  than  the  sleep  of  death.  The 
north  wind  drives  away  rain,  and  stripes 
cleanse  the  innermost  parts  of  tlie  belly.  Lon- 
don friends  are  too  full  fed^  physic  and  fasting 
will  suH  them  better  than  feasts  and  cordials. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  in  these  parts ;  the  peo-- 
pie  here  jump  at  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the 
children's  table ;  and  Satan  is  not  a  little  galled 
at  the  banquet  and  the  crowded  guests. 

Kiss  the  rod;  and,  if  the^stomach is  too  high 
for  that,  God  will  keep  you  down  till  you  can» 
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My  prayer  is,  that  this  stroke  may  he  sanctiiied. 
Love  ta  all. 

W.H.  S.S- 


CCCXIIL 

Nov.  14, 1807» 
BBLOVEB, 

In  my  former  letter  I  mentioned  last  Saturday 
as  one  of  the  days(  of  the  Son  of  man — a  day  of 
power  and  of  much  prayer.  Since  then  it  h?is 
not  been  so  with  me ;  I  have  been  cold,  dead, 
dry,  aud  barren ;  except  in  the  pulpit,  where  I 
have  not  experienced  one  barren  opportunity, 
whatever  others  may.  Yesterday  however,  to- 
wards evening^  when  I  was  alone  in  my  room, 
matters  were  altered  for  the  better;  the  door  of 
hope  and  gate  of  life  stood  half  open,  so  that  I 
could  send  in  my  petitions,  though  I  could  not 
get  in  myself.  And,  if  expefrieivce  has  a  voice, 
if  sensations  are  to  be  atteikled  to,  if  impulses 
and  impressions  may  be  credited,  their  voice  to 
me  was — that  both  my  poor  patients  at  Crickle* 
wood  are  worse.  Under  these  appehensions  I 
begged  hard,  and  (what  is  strange)  poor  little 
Eliza  came  strongly  on  my  mind,  shewing  me 
a  kind  of  half  face  with  a  smile,  intimating 
that  I  should  not  forget  her;  which  I  hope  I 
never  shall. 


tf)$0 


cccxv, 

Leicester,  Nov.  2i;  l6ofj 
To  my  dear  Friend  greeting. 

YfiSTERDAY  I  came  from  Grantham,  though 
ft  snowed  hard  all  the  way,  and  a  most  rfismat 
day  it  was.  I  bless  God  that  I  am  purely, 
dud  free  frorti  cold.  Prayer  and  Adam's  home- 
brewed are  preferable  to  all  the  remedies  prc-^ 
Scribed  by  the  sluggard  or  the  drunkard ;  in 
which  we  see  eye  to  eye;  and  that  these  may 
be  more  attended  to  is  my  desire,  as  they  will 
preserve  health  and  do  not  draiii  the  pocket. 

A  poor  soldier,  on  the  march  for  Kent, 
having  heard  me  at  Newark,  came  to  see  me 
at  Grantham.  The  poor  man  seemed  not  many 
degrees  aboVe  ad  idiot ;  could  neither  read  nor 
write ;  and  yet  told  me  one  of  the  most  simple, 
straight  .forward,  artless,  and  unembellished 
tales  I  ever  heard.  He  was  smitten  in  the 
guard- house  among  his  comrades;  and  went 
among  the  Arminians,  who  reprobated  him 
for  a  predestinarian,  telling  him  he  was  a 
hypocrite,  and  would  be  damned.  Upon  this 
he  earnestly  prayed  to  God,  before  them,  to 
rtiake  hire  sincere,  and  that  he  would  not  suffer 
him  to  be  a  hypocrite.  However,  as  they  could 
not   understand  his  speech,  nor  make  him  out^ 
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they  banished  him  vrxth  hard  imptecattohaL: 
But  he  seeing  strong  in  faith,  fraught  with  the: 
piainiest  and  most  forceable  truths^  saying,  ^^  X 
kno^.that  Godis  my  uncliangeable  and  ever-t 
lasting  friend."  I  gfcive  him  a  trifle,  for  which 
be  thanked  me,  saying  he  hoped  he  shpuld  nev^rr 
follow  Christ  for  the  loaves, and  fishes, 

The  young  clergyman  heard  me  three  times,, 
and  I  understand  that  two  other  gentlemen 
of  the  cloth  have  been  to  hear  me  more  tb$|iv 
once.  There  arc  manv  souls  on  our  side  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  Grantham;  several  came  from; 
Sleaford  to  hear  me,  and  pow  meet  together  by; 
themselves*  Thus  you  see  I  must  be  a  bishop 
at  large.  Whilst  here  I  have  not  had  one  dry. 
or  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  though  often 
afterwards  it  has  been  otherwise. 

Kind  love  to  all  friends. 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


CCCXVI. 


Feb.  13,  1799. 


My  dear  young  Friend, 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  your  father's  indisposi- 
tion, and   of  the  soul  trouble  that  I  hear  he. 
labours  under     There  is,  however,  no  room  for 
despair,  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  to  those  that 
feel  their  need  of  him.    The  gospel  is  good 
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cccxv, 

Leicester,  Nov.  2i;  l^of^ 
To  my  dear  Friend  greeting. 

YfiSTERDAY  I  came  from  Grantham,  though 
ft  snowed  hard  all  the  way,  and  a  most  dismal 
day  it  was.  I  bless  God  that  1  am  purely, 
ind  free  from  cold.  Prayer  and  Adam's  home- 
brewed are  preferable  to  all  the  remedies  pre-^ 
Scribed  by  the  sluggard  or  the  drunkard ;  in 
which  we  see  eye  to  eye ;  and  that  these  may 
be  more  attended  to  is  my  desire,  as  they  will 
preserve  health  and  do  not  draiii  the  pocket. 

A  poor  soldier,  on  the  march  for  Kent, 
having  heard  me  at  Newark,  came  to  see  me 
at  Grantham.  The  poor  man  seemed  not  many 
degrees  aboVe  an  idiot ;  could  neither  read  nor 
write ;  and  yet  told  me  one  of  the  most  simple, 
straight  , forward,  artless,  and  unembellished 
tales  I  ever  heard.  He  was  smitten  in  the 
guard- house  among  his  comrades;  and  went 
among  the  Arminians,  who  reprobated  him 
for  a  predestinarian,  telling  him  he  was  a 
hypocrite,  and  would  be  damned.  Upon  this 
he  earnestly  prayed  to  God,  before  them,  to 
rhake  him  sincere,  and  that  he  would  not  suffer 
him  to  be  a  hypocrite.  However,  as  they  could 
not  understand  ins  speech,  nor  make  him  out. 
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they  banished*  him  vrith  hard  imptecattoiiaL^ 
But  he  seemii  s.trosg  in  faith,  fraught  with  the: 
plainisst  and  most  forceable  truths^  saying,  '•  JL 
know. that  God  is  my  uncliangeable  and  eyer-: 
lasting  friend."  I  gave  him.  a:  trifle,  for  which 
he  thanked  mG,  s<ijing  he  hoped  he  should  nev^r/ 
follow  Ciirist  for  the  loaves.and  fishes. 

The  youBg  dergynmn  beard  me  three  times,, 
and  I  understand  that  two  other  gentlemen 
of  the  cloth  have  been  to  hear  me  more  tb^tv 
once.  There  are  n>anv  souls  on  our  side  in 
tlic  vicinity  of  Grantham;  several  came  from; 
Sleaford  to  hear  me,  and  pow  meet  together  by/ 
themselves*  Thus  you  see  I  must  be  a  bishop 
at  large.  Whilst  here  I  have  not  had  one  dry, 
or  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  though  often 
afterwards  it  has  been  otherwise. 

Kind  love  ]to.  all  friends. 

W.  H.  S.  S* 


CCCXVI. 


Feb.  13,  1799^ 


My  dear  young  Friend, 
I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  your  father's  indisposi- 
tion,  and   of  the  soul  trouble  that  I  hear  he. 
labours  under     There  is,  however,  no  room  for 
despair,  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  to  those  that 
feel  their  need  of  Jiim.    The  gospel  is  good 
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tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  sensible  and  sdf-lost 
sinners;  for  Christ  came  to  save  such,  and 
none  else.  "  I  am  not  come  to  ^  call  the  righ- 
teous«"  These  self«rjghteous  souls  stood  in  no 
need  of  him.  Nor  was  he  sent  to  heal  the 
whole ;  No ;  they  need  not  the  physician,  but 
those  that  are  sick.  Nor  was  he  sent  to  en- 
lighten them  that  could  see ;  "  Since  you  say, 
We  see,  therefore  your  sin  remaineth/'  Nor 
was  he  sent  to  give  eternal  life  to  those  who 
depended  on  the  law  for  it.  No;  "  tlie  dead,'* 
(the  self-condemned,)  these  "  shall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Sou  of  God,  and  live/*  Neither 
was  he  sent  to  instruct,  or  teach  those  that  were 
wise;  he  hid  these  things  from  the  wise,  and 
prudent,  and  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Not 
was  he  sent  to  seek  them  which  supposed 
that  they  never  went  astray;  his  work  was 
ta  seek  and  save  that  which  was  lost. 

Now  let  me  shew  you  who  he  was  appointed 
for,  and  to  whom  he  was  sent.  "  The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  sent 
me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captives,  to  open  the  prison 
to  tliem  that  are  bound,  and  to  set  at  liberty 
those  that  are  bruised,  to  preach  good  tidings 
to  the  meek,  and  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord ;  and  to  comfort  all  that  mourn.'^  These 
are  the  persons  for  whom  the  Saviour  was 
provided,  and  to  whom  Gad  the  Ir'ather  sent 
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him.  The  broken-^hearted  are  tfaosd  whose  spU 
tits  are  su&k  and  enfeebled  with  sorrow  and 
grief  about  their  future  state.  Them  that  are 
bruised  are  those  whose  consciences  are  wound-* 
ed,  apd  whose  minds  ai'e  chafed  and  troubled 
under  a  8en$e  of  their  own  sin.  Those  that  are 
bouncj,  are  such  as  are  in  bondage  to  the  fear 
of  death,  and  under  the  apprehensions  of  God's 
anger;  dissatisfied  with  their  present  state,  and 
shut  up  in  unbelief.  The  meek  are  those  who 
are  low  in  their  spirits,  afid  who  have  the  worst 
opinion  of  themselves,  being  dejected,  dis^ 
mayed,  and  of  a  sorrofwful  spirit.  Them  that 
mourn  are  such  as  feel  their  need  of  Christ,, 
and  mourn  for  him,  and  on  account  of  their 
own  sins,  and  because  they  are  not  Certain  that 
they  have  any  part  in  him.  To  such  as  these 
the  Saviour  was  sent  God  says  tli^t  )he  shall 
speak  a  word  indue  sqasoq  to  them  that  are. 
weary;  that  he  shall  not  break  the  bruised 
reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax ;  that  he 
shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  carry  them 
in  his  bosom,  and  gently  lead  those  that  are 
with  young ;  that  he  shall  give  light  to  thexiL 
that  are  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  guide  their  feet  into  the  way  of  peace. 

These  are  the  persons  to  whom  Christ  was 
sent,  and  these  are  the  works  that  he  is  ap- 
pointed to  do ;  and  he  tells  us  that  whosoever 
Cometh  unto  him  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out 
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And  sore  I  am  tliat  he  will  ever'  be  faithfi(l 
to  him  that  appointed  him,  and  the  faithful  and 
true  witness  to  all  that  trust  in  him  ;  nor  shall 
they  be  ashamed  that  wait  for  him.  Heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away  *,  but  his  word  of  pro^ 
mise  shall  never  pass  away  unfulfilled.  Nor 
have  we  an  high-priest  that  cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feelings  of  our  infirmities;  for  he  was 
himself  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquamtcd 
with  grief,  and  tempted  in  all  points  like  unto 
us,  and  yet  without  sin,  that  he  might  be  a 
merciful  and  a  faithful  high  priest,  to  succour 
them  that  are  tempted.  He  hath  not  set  his^ 
dear  Son  before  us  in  his  word  in  terrible  ma- 
jesty, nor  as  an  angry  judge;  but  as  one  that 
is  meek  and  lowly ;  in  whom  he  has  promised 
that  the  weary  shall  find  rest,  the  discouraged 
soul  be  refreshed,  and  the  lost  sinner  shall  find 
a  free  salvation.  He  is  our  hiding  place  from 
the  storm,  a  covert  from  .the  tempest,  the  river 
of  life  in  a  dry  place,  and  the  shadow  of  a  great 
rock  in  a  weary  land. 

Give'  my  kind  love  to  your  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  C.  and  accept  the 
same  from  your  willing  and  faithful  servant 
in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTOX. 
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Nor.  17,  iscig. 

.     BEAE  FRIEND^  ' 

1  THIS  day  received  yours.  Have  been  some 
time  confined  in  writing  a  very  long  sermon, 
which  I  have  at  length  finished ;  though  am 
still  much  engaged.  In  the  spring  I  hope  to 
be  at  Newark.  Tell  Mr.  W.  that  I  am  highly 
pleased  with  him ;  that  it  will  not  d^^  to  deny 
Christ  in  any  sense ;  this  I  have  long  known 
by  the  word  of  God,  my  own  experience,  and 
the  awful  examples  of  others.  Tell  him  that 
he  shall  find  a  fiiend  in  me,  let  his  wants  be 
what  they  may.  Give  ray  kind  love  to  him, 
and  to  old  Tom  B.  and  your  wife.  I  hope  to 
4ee  you  early  in  the  spring,  if  God  permit 

Ever  yourss. 

The  Poctq]^* 


CCCXVIIL 

a 

Cricklewood  Hoase,  Edgware  Boad^ 
DEAR   FRIEND^ 

Last  night  your  b;:9thef-in4aw  brought  me 
yaur  fetter,  which  I:  have  re0i4i(Qil.  CQDsiderpd^ 
GocTs  ways  are  i^fe,  findtogoout;  and  wcnxff 


awfully  blinded,  and  very  ignorant,  both  of 
God  and  of  his  ways ;  "  Thou  turnest  man  to 
destruction,  and  saycst  Return,  ye  children  of 
menu'-  This  turning  of  us  to  destruction  is  in- 
tended to  strip,  to  empty,  to  impovevisb)  and  to 
reduce  u^  to  a  state  of  beggary,  that  a  whole 
Saviour  may  be  acceptable  to  us ;  and  this  is 
jthe  hardest  task  we  have  to  learn.  Here  it  is 
that  the  poor  conning  sinner  cries  and  prays, 
and  by  terrible  things  in  righteousness  God 
answers  him.  Sorrowful  days  and  wearisome 
nights  rolled  over  my  head  while  I  was  under 
this  work ;  but  I  was  clothed,  filled,  blessed, 
and  saved,  in  one  hour;  "  Let  the  weak  say,  I 
am  strong ;"  for  God  "  giveth  power  to  the 
faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  in- 
creaseth  strength/'  Again;  when  the  two  debt* 
ors  "  had  nothing  to  pay  [with]  he  frankly 
forgave  them  both.'*  Furthermore,  "  To  him 
that  worketh  not,  but  bdieveth  on  him  that 
justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteousness/'  Again;  *'  The  time  cometh^ 
and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall 
live.**.  Once  more;  **  If  any  man  will  be  wise, 
let  him  become  a  fool^  that  he  may  be  wise.'* 

When  my  friend  gets  to  this  state  of  impo^ 
tenoy,  iftsoivetiejv'iiBgodliftess,  foolishness,  and 
deadly  he  ^iH'-h^^  proper  object  for  the  pity 
and  dOiibfittssibiPo^.t&^'HbiViif  :God.    $ueh  soul9j 
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mid  oaiy  ^u^h^  are  called  poor  in  spirit ;  and 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  there  is  not 
pne  word  against  a  soul  thus  impoverished  in 
all  the  book  of  God ;  *^  The  poor  hearetb  not 
rebukes,"  Prov.  IS.  8.  Christ  is  the  surety  of 
the  better  testament,  and  none  but  poor  debtor^ 
want  a  surety ;  "  The  ransom  of  a  man^s  life 
are  his  riches:"  Oet  into  this  state  of  beggary# 
and  you  will  be  rich  pnQugh;  for  ^  there  i$ 
that  maketh  himself  poor,  yet  hath  great  riches/' 
Prov*  xiii.  7. 

If  you  have  been  a  professor  thirty  yearsi, 
by  no  means  give  up ;  they  are  blessed  that 
hear  him,  and  that  wait  at  the  posts  of  his  doors. 
Christ  is  worthy  of  being  waited  on,  and  worth 
waiting  for;  "  The  Isles  shall  wait  for  his  law'^ 
of  faith ;  and  when  he  comes  he  will  perform 
wonders,  and  bring  a  supply  with  him ;  ^'  Be^ 
hold,  my  reward  is  with  me,  and  my  work 
before  me/*  To  take  away  guilt,  fear,  shame, 
hardness  of  heart,  doubts,  torment,  unbelief; 
and  legal  bondage,  is  his  work.  Salvation^ 
peace,  joy,  love,  light  and  life,  he  brings  with 
him;  these  are  his  reward^  and  ^^  they  shall 
not.  be  a3hamed  that  wait  for  him."  "  Whafr^ 
soever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin.'^  This  is  true ;  "  for 
he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is 
[G^d,]  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  seek  him.*'  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
t^Ueve  this.    Again ;  '^  If  ye  believe  not  that 
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I  am  h^  you  shall  die  in  your  sim.**  But  you 
have  no  doubt  of  Jesus  Christ  being  come  iu 
the  flesh ;  this  was  the  unbelief  of  the  Jews ; 
they  rejected  Christ  as  an  impostor.  Nor  have 
'you  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  scriptures  ; 
yjou  believe  the  record  thlt  God  has  given  of 
iiis  Son.  Yea,  more,  you  belii^ve  in  the  fall 
of  man,  in  the  spirituality  of  God's  law,  and  in 
the  justice,  holiness,  truths,  and  terrible  ma^ 
Jesty  of  God;  for  you  have  some  sense  and  feel- 
ing of  these  things,  and  therefore  must  believe 
ihem;  wherefore  pray  on;  one  sure  sign  of 
God's  elect  is  their  crying  day  and  night ;  And 
shall  not  God  avenge  all  such  ? 
:  '  You  have  a  good  deal  of  legal  pride  and 
sslf-'rightcousness  cleaving  to  you.  You  com- 
plain of  having  been  in  continual  distress,  be** 
<;aiise  you  could  not  glorify  Christ  more  in  the 
W'orkL  *'  Without  me,''  saith  the  Lord,  *^  you 
can  ^o  aothing:"  and  this  is  true;  nor  does 
the  Lord  expect  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs 
JTom  thistles;  he  works  in  us  both  to  will  and 
to' do;  and  we  give  glory  to  God  by  acknow- 
ledging his  omniscience ;  in  confessing  our  sms 
end  imploring  his  pardon,  (as  may  be  seen  ia 
Acan):;  when  we  humble  ourselves  under  his 
nbighty  hand;  when  we  wait  upon  him,  and 
ttarait  for  him,  as  he  bids  us  do ;  ^'  It  is  good  that 
a  man  patiently  wait  aqd  quietly  hope  for  the 
taJvation  of  God/*    When  we  are  debased  he 
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is  exalted.  He  does  not  expect  unseasonable 
fruits,  but  fruits  in  due  season.  If  my  sin  and 
guilt  are  a  burden,  confession  is  seasonable.  If 
I  Mi   afllicteiSd,  prayer  is  in  season;  '^  Is  any 

■  -  V 

afflicted?  let  him  pray.*'  When  the  heart  is 
joyful,  liielddy  ife  in  season ;  ^  Is  any  merry  ? 
)6t  Him  fib^  peilm^/'  When  he  form^  the  tiew 
muti  of  gfmee,  aad  com{ileibe&  him  by  love^  he 
e»j^«ct8  pyaises  J  **  This  people  have  I  formed 
t&t  ttiyuGlfr  they  shaJl  aheyr  forthi  my  praise.'** 
There  H  ito  singing,  ho  upraise)  when  the  ^lout 
is  laid  id  irons^;  batv  when  t^e  slmckles  &p 
kiKK^ked  oiF^  ;lnd  the  gate  of  rig^teousniess^* 
(^euytheti  thou  sbdit  call  thy  t^aills  salvation, 
unA  thy  gat^s  praise.  At' Entering  into  tifae  ^td 
of  life  tf  tfeanfe-offering  is  expetted'j  <*  E»teti 
his  gatesf  with  thanksgiving)  and  into^  his  courts^ 
wifh  praiste." 

I  l«far  that  We  kft  a(  llltle  ftre  behind  us  at 
StM^psbead  and  KegworVh.  I  ha^ve  had  a  liti^^ 
ftom  P.  and  othtri^.  Tetid^r  ifty  Vitid  love  t& 
Mr.  M.  and  poor  old  Tom  Brown  ;  and  give  my* 
loVe  *e  y6\jtt  damcf  ai^d  youf  sister.  I  sftill  live 
111  hot  t*^f eif ;  tStxQ'  pveadhers  dto  afl  but  cure* 
rtie  openly;  but  s(Mftfe  Of  tlwW  haV6  come  to 
sewM  eiidSd,  w^iht  I  afite  stiflt  rtuch  att«taded. 
Thitreb  ftnothev  ape  ftyidgi  about;  this  Wutitry  in 
riy  htfmti,  t  kiio\^  feftt  ft(Sf  •;  -  beXvaW  of  ail  sucli. 
Gra^^e^d^piflde-be  A^itli^^petf^j  Sc^  ptAp 

voj..  ir.  u 
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y  '  « 

Aug*.  13,  18D2. 
DEAll  BETTY, 

1  RECBivEJD  yours ;  and  am  thankful  to  my 
most  high .  and  most  gradious  God  for  all  his 
mtrcies  to  mc,  and  especially. for  his  dfeep  hu- 
ihiliatlon^  and  unparalf'leied^  ottidesemng  con- 
descension, in.  stooping  so 'low  as  tp  make  so 
poor,  so  mean,  .and  so/ universally  detested^  de- 
spised, and  abhorred  a  aieature  as  I  am,  bis 
mouthy  and  lus'ambassadw.:  But  so  it  is,  and 
true  it  is,  he  hath  spoken  lifeland  peace  t<x  many 
hundred  souls  by.  the  Coft^lheaver,  let  them  deny, 
it  who  can.  This  hais  been  a  most  humbling 
consideration,  to  me,  atirf  ha[3  drawn  thousands 
of  tears  of  gratitude  from  my  eyes  in  secret : 
but  God  ktiows  th^hv  th^t  put  their  trust  in 
him,  and  those  that  hofnpur  hiin  ivill  he  honour, 
whilst  they  that  despise  him  shall' be  lightly 
csteemfed. 

It  is  true,  Betty,  God  doth  own  and  ac- 
knowledge his  poor  0hildren,  even  when  they 
are  in  chains.  Xh^  pol^r  prodigal  said,  *^  I  will 
^ri$e,and  go  to  my  father,"  even  when  he  was- 
in  a  far  country;  ^nd  God  owned  the  relation 

» 

when  became:  and  bespeaks  the  same;^Ureet 
latyguage  by  his  propliet;  "  Fe^  not,  I  am  witb 
thee;  be^not  dismiiy^d,.  for  I  am  thy  God;  I 
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will  help  thee,  I  will  uphold  thee.*'  And  again, 
"  Say  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart, 
Be  strong,  fear  not ;  behold  your  God  cometh 
with  a  recompense  ;  he  will  come  and  save  us:" 
and  ^^  blessed  are  they  that  believe,  for  there 
shall  be  a  performance  of  what  is  told  them  by 
tlie  Lord." 

Reading,  meditating,  watching  the  hand  of 
God,  and  praying  and   conversing  with  them 
that  fear  the  Lord,  are  the  only  means  left  for 
those  who   have  not  the  benefit  of  the  word 
preached :  and  indeed   these  are  all  the  means 
I  had  in   my  trouble,  and  I  am  very  fond  of 
such  means  to  this  day,  having  just  cause  to 
prize  them  above  thousands  of  gold  and  silver ; 
for  in   these,  and  by  the  use  of  them,  1  found 
my  God,  or  at  least  God  found  me.     Be  much 
in  the  use  of  these ;  and  sure  I  am  that  God  will 
jiever  be  a  barren  wilderness,  nor  a  dry  foun- 
tain, to  those  that  seek  him ;  and  all  besides  are 
broken  cisterns,  that  afford  no  supply,  but  dis- 
appoitrt,  and  aggravate  the  desires  of  the  soul. 
Pray  tender  my  love  to  your  spouse,  and  your 
sister.  •  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  you 
all  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus ;  so  prays 

Your's  in  Him, 

W.  H.  S,  S, 


u 
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June  2,  I8O9. 
BELOVEB  daughter; 

For  so,  according  to  your  own  account,  I  must 
call  you*     I  was  glad  to  hear  of  thy  jail  deli^ 
very,  by  an  act  of  free,  sovereign  grace.     Il  is, 
i^y  g'J^U  *he  Lord's  release:  the  Lord  blows, 
the  trumpet,  a^d  proclaims  the  jubilee;  th^» 
the  slave  is  free  fronci  bis  old  cruel  master.    The 
debtor  goes  forth  from  his  prison  by  the  blood 
of  the  covenant ;  the  banished  exile  goes  and 
returns   to  his  own  inheritance.;^  and   we  are 
once  more  brought  home  tooi^r  Father's  house, 
and  reinstated  in  his  favour,  so  as  to  depart  from 
him  BO  more  for  ever.     Of  all  blessings,  of  all 
honours,  of  all  dignities,  and.  of  all  portions, 
this  is  the  most  glorious,  tbe,mo3t  magnificent, 
the  most  durable,   and   the  most  invaluable. 
This  is  tlie  rest  and.  the  refreshing,  and  thjs  is 
that  wisdom  which.  God  oidaine^  hefoue  the 
world  to  our  glory.     Christ  is  the  wisdom  of 
God  and  the  power  of  God»    .In  him  he  chose 
'  us,   in  him  our  life  Is  put,  into  his  hand  God 
committed  us,  his  charge  he  made  us,  and  to 
bring  us  to  glory  he  appointed  him.     As  a  proof 
of  all  this,  he  calls  us  to  him,  and  accepts  us 
in  him,  and  in  him  he  loves  us  dearly,  Mnth  an 


ev^rkstihg  love,  ahiti  blesMd  ui  vHCh  all  irjmiitttl 
ble^ings  ia  him ;  and  in  hitii  we  ait  compUtt^ 
and  that  for  evermore. 

This,  my  dear  girl,  is  our  beloved ;  and  the 
choicest,  brightest,  swjsetest,  and  fairest  of  all 
lovely  or  desirable  objects.    And  we  are  more 
dear,  more  precious,  more  lovely,  and  more 
delightful  to  liim,  than  he  is  to  us ;  as  is  clear 
by  the  sea  of  sorrow  and  suffering  he  waded 
through  in  the  redemption  of  us^  and  his  appear- 
ing to  us  in  this  world  as  our  great  deliverei^ 
Whert  all  oiir  strength  is  gone,  wheA  all  refuge 
fails,  and  when  no  door  of  hope  or  Wdy  of  escap6 
appears,  then  he  is  at  hand,  ihd  will  hot  I^t 
tas  sink,  faint,  despair,  ol'  fdil  of  the  prooiisea 
test. 

This  unparalleled,  unexpected,  atid  unde« 
served  kindness  to  us,  in  our  deepest  need, 
inakes  his  name  great,  his  salvation  precioud^ 
and  his  divine  rbajesty  amiable  and  lovely  in 
our  eyes.  The  whole  world  is  but  as  the  drop^ 
of  a  bucket,  or  the  dust  of  a  balance,  when  he 
shines  upori  the  soul;  he  is  fulness  itself,  and 
all  fulness  to  us.  I^'^hen  his  saving  visits  cap- 
tivate the  soul,  ihiri  is  not  a  desire  in  thfe  mind 
but  what  is  satisfied,  tiot  a  thought  but  what 
is  entertained ;  no,  npf  a  crevice  in  the  heart 
but  what  i^  filled ;  and  ihii  my  soul  knoweth 
fight  welL 

Be  strong,  b^jof  good  6heer,  be  s^  good  ^rl^ 
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and  mind  your  books — bible  and  conscience* 
Myf  love  to  your  husband,  the  other  gentleman 
whose  name  I  forget,  and  your  sister. 

W.H.  S,S. 


CCCXXI. 


ian.  28^  1803. 


DIARLY  BELOVED, 

vjTRACE  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  son  of  the  Father  in 
truth   and  love.     I   have  some  thoughts  that 

< 

thou  art  on  the.  way  to  the  cave  of  AduUam, 
where  you   must  expect  to  find  none  in  carnal 

• 

security,  none  at  home  in  the  flesh,  none  pure 
ia  their  own  eyes,  nor  one  at  peace  under  the 
possession  of  the  strong  iiian  armed.  All  that 
were  in  distress,  those  that  were  discontented, 
and  such  as  were  in  debt,  under  the  command 
of  the  son  of  Jesse,  begun  that  kingdom  which 
is  to  have  no  end: — David's  Son,  the  son  of 
David's  line,  is  still  on  the  throne ;  and  those 
that  are  still  called  to  the  royal  banquet,  and 
to  augnent  the  number  of  the  imperialists 
must  be  of  the  same  .honourable  class  as  those 
who  first  laid  the  foundation  of  the  empire ; 
namely,  the  poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  maimed 
and   the   blind;  such  -are   the  children  of  the 
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kingdom,  the  children  of  the  bride-chamber, 
the  Toyal  guests;  yea  more,  the  bride— the 
queen  herself. 

From  what  small,  what  despicable  begin* 
ings  does  our  eternal  reign  proceed?  In. sin- 
subduing  power  put  forth  in  our  wills;  sove- 
reign love  overcoming  our  affections;  the 
Surety's  righteousness  imputed,  and  placed  to 
our  account;  pe&ce  proclaimed  to  the  consci- 
ence; joy  and  gladness  for  such  unspeakable 
grace,  and  the  witnessing  Spirit  within  testify- 
ing to  the  truth  and  reality  of  these  things, 
which  are  the  glorious  things  wherein  the 
kingdom  of  God  stands ;  "  They  shall  speak 
of  thy  kingdom  and  talk  of  thy  power,  to  make 
known  to  the  sons  of  men  his  mighty  acts,  and 
the  glorious  majesty  of  his  kingdom.'*  This 
demolishes  the  threefold  reign  of  Satan,  sin,  and 
death.  The  saints  are  those  that  obtain  pardon 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb:  they  shall  take  the 
kingdom  and  possess  it,  and  it  shall  destroy  all 
other  kingdoms,  and  stand  for  ever  and  ever. 

Now  let  me  exhort  thee  to  seek  this  king- 
dom of  God,  and  the  righteousness  thereof; 
and  forget  not  that  God  loves  energy,  impor- 
tunity, and  indefatigable  diligence  in  our  searches 
and  researches  after  him  ;  and  tells  us  that  "  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force."  Indeed,  the  whole 
of  this   kingdom,  whether  in  its  gracious  or 
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glorious  fttftt^i  is  the  fr^e  gift  Q»f  G^d ;  ^'  Te^t 
got,  little  flock,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pl^^ 
sure  to  give  you  the  kingdom/'  No  Wfnt» 
worth,  or  worthiness;  qo  quaJiliG^tiiws  nor 
perquisites,  must  evc^r  be  mei^tio^e^  in  this  mat- 
ter. Little  children,  of  all  creatures  living, 
have  the  least  room  to  boa^i^^  of  earning  their 
own  bread;  for  they  cannot  so  mijicb  ^  go 
without  being  held  up,  Bor  eyea  «at  till  thieir 
£ood  is  prepared  and  put  into  their  mouths: 
and,  as  it.  is  our  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give 
the  l^ingdom,  so  whospev^r  c}otb  iM>t  receive 
^e  kingdom  of  Gfod  a^  a  little  child,  sh^U  in 
90  wi^Q  enter  therein.  If  thpu  ^i^t  seeking 
^his  Hingdom  in  good  earnest^  md  waiting  for 
i^  tljou  wilt  get  iflore  and  iporeBipk  of  wlf, 
of  sin,  of  Satan,  and  of  the  slavish,  servilf  fear 
qf  dc^th,  from  which  the  kingdom  of  Qod  will 
dplive^r  thee;  and  hence  it  ii^*cg.lle^  the  glad 
tidings  of  thp  kingdom  of  God- 

your's  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCCXXII. 

March  10, 1804, 
BEAR   FRIEND, 

• 

Sy  your  last  I  perceive  that  you  are^  according 
to  custoiOt  full  of  complaints,  for  '^  that  which 
i$  wanting  canoot  be  numbered/'  If  you  arc 
not  exercjjs^d  with  the  plague  of  the  hearty 
3fOu  fpuist  abid^  in  tbefiesK;  and,  if  all  prospers 
in  tbi^  worlds  you  will  fix  your  heart  on  a  por-. 
ti<m  in.  thi9  life.  Remember  what  God  is  ta 
h}§  people,  and  then  you  will  see  how  many 
rivals  to  God  are  in  your  heart,  from  which 
you  Bf^ust  be  cleansed,  if  God  in  Christ  becomes 
all  in  all  to  you.  He  h  our  portion,  and  a$ 
$ilQh.  be  must  be  kooin^n,  eiyoyed  and  delighted 
iQ ;  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  wea&  a  mind^ 
that  is  oamal,  earthly  and  devilish^  from  its  old 
l^ea^ta  of  nourishment;  many  bitter  ingredient* 
nHist  be  usi^d  to  make  us  diarelish  these  things^ 
and  many  sweet  drops  from  above  to  draw  our 
spuls  to  delight  in  the  better  part  We  must 
be  purged ;  and  yet  chastisement  ia  not  joyous; 
physic  is  ^either  pleasant  or  palatable;  but  it 
is  profiftabl^  ami  conducive  to  health;  it  ckanses 
and  strengthens  the  stomach,  belpa  digestion, 
and  promotea  appetite;  i  ao  that  ^  to  the  hungry 
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soul  every  bitter  thing  is  sweet :"  even  the  fur- 
nace itselfy  with  all  its  heat,  is  better  than  ease 
in  Zion.  The  adoption  of  sons  with  a  sore 
back,  is  better  than  the  back  of  a  fool  with 
the  portion  of  bastards, — The  cross  and  the 
crown  go  together ;  so  do  afflictions  and  con- 
solations :  the  one  is  as  sure  as  the  other,  and 
it  is  the  former  that  makes  the  latter  sweet. 
The  mbre  you  are  tried,  the  more  tender  will 
your  heart  be;  and  the  more  tender,  the  more 
sensible  and  observant  of  the  Lord's  goings 
and  comings;  of  his  frowns  and  smiles;  of 
his  liftings  up  and  castings  down:  and,  as 
this  work  is  observed,  so  will  your  sacrifices 
be,  either  of  confession  and  prayer,  or  of 
praise  and  thanksgivings. 

All  sacrifices  under  the  law  were  sent  up  , 
under  the  holy  fire  of  the  altar;  as  are  under 
the  gospel  the  fire  of  wrath,  of  fatherly  anger, 
and  the  fire  of  zeal ;  the  fire  of  love  and  its  holy 
flame,  which  is  joy ;  and  the  fire  of  jealousy, 
which  is  as  the  coals  of  juniper ;  and,  besides 
the  hallowed  fire,  there  is  in  us  the  fire  of  lust, 
of  a  broken  law,  of  natural  envy,  and  the  fieiy 
darts  of  satan.  Under  some  of  the  first,  and 
under  the  torments  of  the  latter,  do  our  sacri- 
fices now  ascend ;  and  whenever  any  of  the 
first  sort  of  these  fires  inflame,  or  the  last  tor- 
ment  us,  our  sacrifices  shall  find  acceptance 
upon  the.  altar  that  God  Ivas  •  appointed  to  re- 
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ceive  both  us  and  our  offerings.  Therefore 
keep  on,  and  listen  to  what  he  says ;  ^^  I  will 
bring  the  third  part  thfou^jh  the  fire,  and  will 
purify  them  as  silver  is  purified,  and  try  them 
as  gold  is  tried ;  then  they  shall  call  upon  my 
name>  and  I.  will  hear  them,  and  say,  It  is  my 
people;  and  they  shall  say,  The  Lord  is  my 
God."  Hence  the  promise,  "  And  God  shall 
4[;reate  upon  all  the  dwelling  places  of  mount 
Zion  a  smoke  by  day,  and  the  shining  of  a  fla- 
ming.fire  by  night,  for  upon  all  the  glory  shall 
be  a  defence."  This  smoke  and  fire  are  nothing 
else  but  earnest  desires,  fervent  breathings,  and 
spiritual  sacrifices :  and  God  will,  by  means  of 
his  fire  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem, 
keep  the  altar  smoking  and  the  flame  burning ; 
therefore  do  not  expect  snow  in  harvest,  nor 
ea$e  in  Zion ;  "  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but 
a  sword  and  a  fire ;  and  what  will  I  if  it  be 
already  kindled  ?" 

Farewell ;  my  love  to  dame  and  all  friends. 


Ever  yours  in  Christ, 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCCXXIIL 

Jan.  14^  1810. 

Ws  tnust  a6t  limits  restrftitt,  nor  rfe^trict  the 
work  of  God.  All  ^^  the  churcheii  shall  knov^ 
that  I  am  be  that  5earch  the  reins  and  hearts ; 
I  make  a  man  know  what  are  his  thoughts." 
This  is  one  part  of  his  work,  which  lies  open 
to  our  view,  both  the  heart  and  the  life.  He 
raiseth  up  the  dead  and  quiekens  them,  Which 
brings  us  forth  from  insensibility,  deld  sloth 
and  carnal  ease ;  and  makes  the  conscience  sorct 
tender,  and  susceptible  of  any  dishonour  done 
to  God,  and  of  any  injury  done  to  conscience. 
He  puts  his  fear  in  the  heart  to  make  ns  stand 
in  awe,  and  give6  ns  a  persusLsion  that  God 
observes  all  oui'  ways ;  and  this  leads  us  to 
confession  and  self-examination. 

The  Holy  Spirit  and  hi^  grac6  are  id  all 
these  things ;  and,  when  sharp  trials  come  on, 
these  graces,  imperceptibly  planted,  will  be 
drawn  forth  to  act ;  then  thou  wilt  discover 
them,  and  wonder  at  them,  not  being  able  to 
tell  how  they  came  there ;  "  What  I  do  thou 
knovvest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  here- 
after." The  power  conferred  upon  the  apostle 
when  sent  out  to  preach,  to  heal  the  sick,  raise 
the  dead,  and  ca3t  out  devils,   was   not  per^ 


ceiv^^d  by  thepf),  though  hfi  tojld  tbom>  '^  fi'eeily 
ye  have  received,,  firedy  gjiv?."— Yet,  .when  tb^y 
<;axne  to  make  trial,  they  were  filled  with  amazie^- 
meut;  ^'  Master,  th?  deviU  ar^  subject,  to  us 
th  rough  thy  nauie. " 

Slack  not  thy  hand ;  seek  and  pray ;  wia;b;h 
ai)^  wait;  many  have  beej^  damned  for  pre- 
fLira|xtion,.  a$. Balaam;  and  somq  for  despaii!,  a3 
Cain;  hut  no  willing,  ^e^sible  signer  ey^r  was 
damned  for  se^kjng  CJhrist  with  allhis^  bea^rt* 

]^y  \qyei  to.  dajpoe, 

Tiip .  C:qax.h«av5»*  , 


C.QQXXiy- 

Juae  25,1810. 
D5AJI   FRIEND, 

ly^trf  larneiir€^  c^nstio/uei^ ;. /but :  ^  am  afraid  to 
pray  fo?  its  removal,  becau:s(e  the  inner  man 
flourisbes  under  it  "  Th^  thing  which  I  greatly 
feared  Is,  come  upon  me.,  and  tliat  which.  I  waa 
^frarfd  of  is  eoipe .  ufito  rae,*'  aind  it  seenus  to 
weaken?  me  muqh;  biit^  blessed  be  God^  all 
tl^se  tilings  keep  me  oui  the  wa*eh-t©wer,.  loofc- 
iDg  out ;  my  thoughts,  at  home,,  and  in  pleasant 
xaptivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrh^t  My  mind 
i^  muqh  stayed  on  its  p^roper  Imsus,  and  peace 
ia  tbe,^  resiilt    Tlie  most  holy  an^  ever  to  be 
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udored  Comforter  quickens,  animates,  and  in- 
vigorates bis  own  implanted  crop  of  incorrup- 
tible seed,  by  south  gales,  sensible  showers, 
and  refreshing  dews ;  and  these  keep  the  good 
things  leaning  and  bending  towards  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel. 

My  eye  hath    iong    been  intent  upon  the 
work    and    woirkings    of'  grace,  every  one  of 
which  waits  on   its   ministry.     Patience  bears 
the  cross;   meekness  pumps  the  vessel,  when 
the  bitter  waters  get  into  the  h6ld-;' faith  goes 
and  comes  with -messages,  tidings,  and  errands; 
self-abasement  keeps  flesh   and   blood   at  the 
foot  of  the  mount  with  tlie  ass,  while  divine 
love  ascends  the  mount  to  worship.     Joy  lights 
the  lamp  of  salvation,  ancl  keeps  it  from  going 
out  by  night;  humihty  keeps  us  at  the  Mas- 
ter's feet,  learning  fresh  lessons,  and  wondering 
at   the    gracious    words  which  come  from  his 
mouth ;  hope  looks   out   for   the  prize  of  the 
high    calling  of  God   in  Christ  Jesus;  while 
fear  awakens  the  conscience   at   every   disco- 
very of  the  adversary,  or  at  th6  approach  of 
danger.     Divine  life  is   the  spring  that  keeps 
all  these  in  motion,  and  gives  them  all   their 
activity;    and   God  is  more  glorified  by  this 
crop  of  his  own  husbandry,  and  by  the  fruits 
and  worship    that   spring  from  it,  than  he  is 
by  all  the  legal  services  in  the  world,  though 
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ttnbelitvers  exalt- their  own  performances   sd 
much  above  it. 

Tender  my  kind  respects  to  your  wife,  and 
9U  friends ;  while  I  remain 

Your§  most  truly^ 

The  Coa^lheater- 

1 


cccxxv. 

« 

Oct.  1,  1811. 

xdow  do  you  go  on  ?  Are  you  still  under  the 
rod?  "  All  that  I  love  I  chasten,  and  scourge 
every  son  that  I  receive."  Bastards  escape  the 
rod,  because  they  are  neither  sons,  nor  heirs.  Has 
God  set  his  heart  upon  you?  You  will  say^ 
How  shall  I  know  that?  Why,. by  being  visit- 
ed, every  morning,  and  tried  every  moment; 
Job  vii.  18.  Grinding  at  the  mill  stirs  up  and 
discovers  our  tempers— enmity^  pride,  and  rebel- 
lion ;  and  the  more  we  see  of  these  the  more 
self  will  be  dethroned,  debased,  abhorred  and 
shunned,  till  (with  Paul)  we  shall  have  no  con* 
fidence  in  the  flesh ;  and  the  reason  he  assigns 
foritisy  "  I  know  that  in  me,  that  is  in  mjr 
flesh,  dvyelleth  no  good  thing." 

The  mill  is  of  use,  or  depend  upon  it  you 
would  never  be  put  to  grind  again.  All  things 
do  and  mus.t  work  together  for  good  to  them 
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tiiatlove  God  ;  ind  they  Idve  him  \fho  dtntot 
rest  without  him,  and  whom  nc^le  but  himsdf 
tan  satisfy^  oopt^t,  or  please.  Take  the  winch 
in  hand ;  Samson  wai  sit  tbii  work  Ofte  W6ek, 
and  in  glory  the  next.  Two  women  were  grind- 
ing at  the  mill  at  the  time  of  Jerusalem's  de- 
struction, when  one  was  taken,  and  the  other 
left  to  perish.  Every  thmg  mtdcr  the  sun  shall 
have  a  bitterness  in  it  to  those  whom  God  loves, 
that  his  dear  Son  truly  be  the  sweeter ;  "  His 
mouth  is  most  sweet,"  and  his  words  exceed 
the  honey-comb.  God  loves  his  own  elect,,  is 
jealons  of  their  affections,  and  cteclarcs  that 
from  aH  their  itlob  he  will  cleansfc  them. 

Now  tett  me  the  truth ;  Has  the  niifl  been 
of  use  m  this  respect,  or  has  it  tiot?  H?ad  it 
BOt  St  times  darmped,  deadened,  cooled,  and 
weaned  your  soul  from  the  things  that  yon  haVd 
at  times  began  to  dote  on  ?  Has  it  not  furftisfe-^ 
ed  your  heart  and  mouth  with  confession  ami 
petition  ?  Has  it  not  driven  you  often  ta  prayer  ? 
•  But,  if  I  get  ar  little  comfort,  the  miff  strips 
me  of  all/  That  is  not  true.  We;  through  pa- 
tience and  comfort  of  the  scriptures,  arc  to 
have  hoi>e.  Hope  springs  out  of  comfort:  com-^* 
fiff^t  ihay  wfthdraw  when  God  causes  grief,  Laitt. 
iii-  32 ;  but  the  hope  obtained  by  comfort  is  not 
Ibsf;  witness  the  Ibngitrg  expectation  of  a:  little 
mote.  And  we  are  mot  said  to  be  saved*  by 
comfort;  but*  \vc  are  saved*  by  hope.    Arid' this 
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Uvii% .1^0(6  ,is  GpcU&.I^tciastmto  ourlapi  and 
is  no  less%  than  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory& 
Whf  rever  this  lot  falls,  devils,  inbred  corrup- 
tions^ sinners  and  hypocrites,  are  s^re  to  fall 
upon  it  It  is,  notuts,  ^but  Christ,  or  ourselves 
for  Christ's  sake,  that  are  hated  by  such :  but 
".  tl«  xHd  of  the  wicked  shall  not  always  rest 
on  the  lot  of  the  righteous,  lest  the  righteous 
put  forth  their  hands  itnto  iniquity." 

Upon  the  whole,  you  cannot  deny  the  uti- 
lity of  the  mill ;  wWch  never  was  intended  for 
food,  but  physic ;  it  is  not  palatable,  but  pro- 
fitable ;  it  is  not  a  feast,  but  a  fast,  to  promote 
appetite;  it  is  not  to  fill,  but  to  empty  us,  to 
pui^e  the  branch  thatfruit  may  follow*  "  They 
tpok  the  young  men  to  grind,  and  the  children 
felji  under  the  wood."  Th^  Ch^ldeansi  employed 
the  young  xnen  that  were  strong  to.  grind  corn 
at  the  hand  mills;  aud  the  children-  were-  set 
to  carry  wood  for  the  camp  kettle;  and  loaded 
so  hard,; that  tl>ey  fell  under  the  bundles:  from 
all  ivhich  it  appears,  that  the  mill  is  no  new 
thing.  The  time  will  come  whep  you  will  see 
^that  the  life  of  thk  spif'it  lies  in  tb/^sa  things; 
it  n^akes  the  appetite  keen,'  and  the  soul  nice 
in  its  food;  and  Christ  blesses, tlie  hungry;  and 
promises  to  fill  them  ;  and  filled  they  sh;all  be : 
'^  Be  of  good  cheer,  he  that  shall  come  will 
come."    ^\  They  shall  not  be  ashamed  that  wait 
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for  me.'^    ^^  It  tt  good  thtt  d  tnin  fbth  bOf^ 
4nd  quietly  wait  for  the  salvatSon  of  GtA/^ 

My  itrind  is  incfined  to  follow  ihii  witb 
l^rayer,  and  let  yoa  ohgetvc  the  (ifibcts  of  li 
on  your  own  souL  My  love  to  dime.  God 
Ixless  thee. 
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Sec,  J^^^ISII. 

DEAR  FRIEND, 

»  -    * 

y  £ST££DAT  was  a  hard  day^s  work,  and  I  find 
myself  qaife  fi^ble  to  day,  hardly  capable  b^ 
holdiiyg  th^  pen;  but  it  serves  to  kefep  my 
end  in  view^  and  neat  ^  ftand,  and  is  as  good 
as  your'  mill.  "  In  this  world  ye  shall  have 
tribulation."  Every  day  turns  up  some  blank, 
sufficient  to  remind  me  of  this  truth ; '-  but  they 
are  light  afflilctions  when^  compared  to  a  load 
df  sin  and  a  sensfe  of  wrath,  with  d  coni^tant 
dread  of  worse  to  come.  O'  the  preciousnes& 
^f  atoning  Mood  and  everlasting  righteou9- 
•titos!  and  Messed  be  the  good  Spirit  that  makes 
us  feel  OUT  need  of  these^  and  then  makes  them 
knOM^n  td  us  sinners.  Christ  cime  M  s&Ve  lbst» 
perishiug^h^Ipless,  miserable,  ruined  and  undone 
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dtnWiifs,  mA  nd  other  i  the  whole,  the  full,  the 
i?gKteous(,  and  tho^e  sheep  that  wfcfit  not  aitf ay,' 
he  leaves  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  dry  land',  otf 
tli6  barrfed  sands  df  Sinai  and  Horeb,  to  feed 
^  th^eir  own  performances,  to  tfust  in  a  brokitf 
law,  aiid  to  boast  in  dea:d  works,  in  eye  steivke; 
a^d  ill  d  kilKng  letter. — This  is  a  wotsc  irtift 
fhiatif  Onrii: 

God  bifesi  thee,  and  be  gracious  nnto  thee/ 
My  love 'to  dafne  arid  all  friends. 

The  Coalh£av£B.  ' 


eccxxvii. 

Jan.  7,  1812. 
DEAR  FRIEND, 

Ghac£,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee,  through 
Jesw^  Christ  our  Loixl.  I  never  htfd  a  more 
comfortable  tour  than  from  London  to  Lewes) 
ahd  from  Lewes  to  the  Wells.  My  God  wai 
with  me  of  a  truth ;  1  mourned,  I  mefttfd,  -I 
Vrtpt  for  py ;  and,  being  alone,  and  adAitring 
the  worltsf  of  his  hands  in  the  light  of  his  Coun* 
tenatice,  all  nature  looked  gay:  when  hi*  glory 
this  tjovert  the  heavens,  the  earth  wifl  be  full 
<>f  his  praise.  I  thoiight  that  i  could  h&^'e  tld» 
JUa  iioat  OR  tliat  bneiy  road  till  all  the  c^sh  Hsk 
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gQfne ;  but  tl^ese  days  of  the  Sou  of  Man,  though, 
greatly  to  be.  desired,  are  not  to  be  continued 
ia  ottr  couqtryt 

Soon  after  I  returned  I  was  put  to  the  mill; 
where  I  sjlill  remain,  though  the  sound  of  the 
grinding  begins  to  be  tow,  and  the  winch  goes, 
ifound  with  more  ease,  as;  submission  operates.^ 
Self-will  and  heart  risings  help  forwar4  everyv 
caktnity :  a  mossy  path,  or  a  down  bed,  wpuld 
both  be  hard  wlien  these  work*  Our  kind  love 
to  dame, 

W.H.  S.S. 


cccxxvin. 


Jan.  21^  1812. 


My  dear  and  kind  Friend, 

A  CALAMITY  has  befallen  me; — I  have  bruised 
my  leg,  and  it  has  been  bad  for  some  time: 
but  the  good  Spirit  lielped  my  infirmities  at  the 
feet  of  our  only  physician,  and  faith  and  free- 
dom both  hinted  to  me  that  I  had  prevailed ; 
which  in  ;a  small  degree  I  believed^  though 
not  withoMt  a  few  ifs  and  buts,  aud  the  inso- 
lent gainsay ings  of  unbelief;  all  these  three 
jacobins,  however,  have  not  made  the  faith  of 
oar  most  faithful  God  without  effect;  fori 
thtnk  of  le^iving  off  the  bandage  this  very  day. 
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The  grace  of  faith  and  the  doctrines  of  faith 
are  both  of  God,  and  God  will  own  and  honour 
them  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  subjects  of  his 
Son's  mediatorial  kingdom  ;  and  he  has  in  much 
condescension  owned  and  hojpoured  mine,  suf- 
ficiently to  let  the  world  see  that  it  is  his 
treasure:  nevertheless,  unbelief  is  strong  in 
me ;  and  so  is  every  corruption  of  the  whole 
infernal  mass,  and  every  ingredient  that  com- 
pounds and  composes  the  devil's  empire ;  but 
God  says  it  shall  not  reign,  nor  prove  my  ruin, 
and  this  his  own  power  makes  me  believe. 

O  for  more  faith,  more  hope,  and  more  love  ! 
1  am  compelled  to  say  that  sin  can  do  no- 
thing with  these,  though  it  is  the  first  monarch 
t>f  this  perverted  world.  Sin  conquered  and 
threw  down  Satan  himself,  and  to  this  day  is 
the  governing  principle  in  him :  it  is  this  that 
drives,  hurries,  and  inflames  him  with  rage; 
ferments,  exasperates,  and  deprives  him  of  all 
ease,  rest,  and  quiet :  it  reigns  and  rules  in  him, 
and  keeps  him  in  his  dark  chains;  it  has  aU 
ready  been  his  ruin,  and  will  hereafter  be  his 
destruction ;  and  so  will  death  also ;  for  this 
haughty  monarch  is  but  a  slave  and  a  drudge 
both  to  sin  and  death,  which  God  has  dethroned 
•in  us.  Are  we  led  by  these,  or  are  they  a 
plague  to  us  ?  Do  we  war  after  the  flesh,  or 
'against  it? 
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God  bless  thee.    My  loye  to  dzxw,  apd  my 
brother  clergy.    Excuse  haste. 

The  CoAt  Mirpuant. 


CCCXXIX. 

July^  1812.  • 

PEAR  FRIEND, 

» 

Ji,  TWOi'OLD  cross  is  appoiBted  to  us,-:— the  war 
in  the  members,  corrupt  affectious  aud  the  c;m^7 
nal  iniod,  against  the  Spirit  and  hi^  grace;  this 
is  the  inward  cross.  "  Iji  tbe  world  ye  shajj 
have  tribulation ;"  this  is  the  outward  one.Trr 
Oh,  what  extravagances  have  I  known  prqfesr 
«ors  run  into  for  want  of  the  heart-searching 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit!  but  "  the  Spirit 
searches  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of  God." 
All  thing$i  that  re&pe^t  the  disease  aqd  the  rer 
medyi  are  realised  in  the  experj^pce  of  th# 
saint.  Some  deny  the  being  of  fali/en  angels; 
others  the  fall  of  man ;  others  the  depravity  of 
nature ;  others  the  personality  of  the  Slpirit,  the 
spirituality  of  the  law,  its  wrath  and  cur^; 
others  again  deny  the  Godhead  of  Christ,  the 
atonem^t,  the  efficacy  of  his  gra^e?  his  everr 
lasting  ri^teousixess  aud  finished  salvation; 
and  all  for  want  of  knowing  the  plague  of  the 


human  heart  But  my  soul  is  more  than  sure 
of  the  real  existence  of  all  these. 

God,  in  his  word,  describes  what  we  are  ; 
and  all  the  saints  acknowledge  the  description 
to  be  just;  confess  it,  and  mourn  under  it. 
When  this  inward  work  ceases,  when  the  hop- 
per of  the  mill  gets  empty,  and  the  grinding 
is  low,  you  will  soon  get  into  carpal  ease,  dead 
sloth,  careless  and  fearless.  Kiss  the  rod,  and 
hug  the  cross.  ^*  All  the  churdies  shall  know 
that  I  am  he  that  selareheth  the  reioa  and  hearts/' 
It  is  the  irxi€  light  that  makes  manifest  our 
pollutbn;  divine  life  makes  us  feel  the  burden; 
the  impression  of  holiness  makes  us^  loath  it, 
and-  divine  love  makes  us  war  against  it,  and 
crowns  the  conqueror.  God'si  choke  of  us  is 
known  in  the  furnace;  prayer  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  fire  is  to  be  heard,  and  we  are  to  say 
♦*  the  Lord  is  my  God." 

If  your  inside  were  hidden,  you  would  be 
an  Arminian,  and  talk  of  perfection.  One  red 
spot  made  the  leper  uncleau,  but  when  all  oveiP 
scales  he  was  healed.  A  true  sight  of  self  makes 
^s  real  evangelists ;  they  are  sick  of  sin  and  self 
that  are  the  true  circumcision ;  '^  The  whole 
need  not  the  ph3rsician.''  I  love  them  that  do 
business  in  deep  waters.  Dame  and  girls  send 
tiieir  best  respects  tx>  Mrs.  W.     God  bless  you, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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'  .  .  .  > 

Aug.  1%  1812. 

The  Loader  to  the  Grinder  sendeth  gceetiogy  with 
perfect  peace,  and  at  such  a  tiixie« 

MT  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Xjast  week  was  a  heavy  week  to  me.*  I  was 
crossed,  tried,  and  exercised  all  the  day.  long.; 
lean,  barren,  and  dry;  sttfFueck^d  and  stont 
hearted,  self-willed  and  stubborn  minded ;  till 
I  became  violent,  and  dreaded  the  future  con- 
sequences of.  such  unbecoming  behaviour.  I 
beg  hard  that  I  may  be  useful  in  \x\y  labour, 
and  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age,  to  shew  that 
the  Lord  is  upright;  and  by  terrible  things  in 
righteousness  doth  the  Lord  answer  me ;  for 
continual  changes  come  on,  and  wave  upon 
wave  roll  over  me,  till  under  these  I  sink,  aud 
am  dismayed  and  dejected,  being  troubled,  be« 
wildered,  baffled,  confounded  and  confused. 
In  these  deep  waters  I  go  down  into  the  true 
meaning  of  the  deep  things  of  God ;  even  to 
explore,  and  in  some  measure  to  fathom,  the 
profound  mysteries  of  the  kingdom ;  and  such 
views  furnish  me.  with  spme  things  new,  to 
mix  with  the  old.  Things  both  new  and  old 
the  householder  must  set  before  the  guests. 
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The  old  shew-bread  must  be  taken  away  on  the 
sabbath,  and  hot  bread  put  in  its  room^  You 
grind — I  load ;  but  the  Master  prepares  the 
bread,  and  makes  it  new  and  hot ;  "  Come,  eat 
of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which  I 
have  mingled.*'    Prov.  9.  5. 

It  will  be  forty  years  next  month  since  the 
Lord  bid  me  come  out  of  this  world ;  and  I  am 
not  so  submissive  now  as  I  was  then ;  for  m 
this  last  conflict  I  was  like  a  wild  bull  in  a 
net,  or  one  unaccustomed  to  drawing.  I  could 
not  bend  my  neck  to  the  yoke ;  but  hung  back, 
started  aside,  reared  up,  threw  out  behind,  and 
evett  fell  down  in  the  furrow,  rather  than  go 
on.  Sometimes  my  heart  would  glow  with 
love  to  my  long-suffering  Lord ;  then  1  wept 
over  him,  and  bedewed  his  blessed  feet  with 
my  tears:  but^  when  these  benign  influences 
ceased,  my  callous  heart  sunk  into  its  native 
hardness,  and  then  rebellion  went  on  again. 
And  sure  I  am  that  he  must  be  a  good  judge 
of  family  likenesses,  who  could  at  such  sea- 
sons distinguish  between  the  devil  and  the 
doctor. 

Can  you  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that 
by  the  measure  of  furnace  work  which  comes 
on  during  the  week  I  can  guess  what  sort  of 
an  ensuing  sabbath  I  shall  have?  **  O  Lord,  by 
these  things  men  live."  Without  this  work 
both  the  pulpit  and  pews  must  be    barren; 
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gracious  speech :  "  He  that  feci4vcth  a  propheti* 
in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  pro-> 
phet's  reward;  he  that  receiveth  a  rFghteousr 
man,  in  the  name  of  a  righteous  man,  shall  re-* 
ceive  a  righteous  man's  reward ;  and  whosoever 
shall  give  to  drink  unto*  one  of  these  little  ones 
a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name  of  a  dis- 
ciple, verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no 
wise  lose  his  reward."  Matt  x.  41,  42.  He  is 
truly  God,  and  the  God  of  truth,  that  spake 
these  promises ;  and  it  was  the  promised  power 
of  truth  that  made  my  friends  obedient  thereto. 
And,  if  Jesus  Christ  be  the  author  of  my  faith, 
the  reward  is  sure.  In  this  confidence  I  write. 
I  know  that  the  old  man  is  still  in  existence; 
his  sire  is  still  active;  and  the  bolt  of  obduracy 
and  bar  of  unbelief  may,  and  often  do,  straiten 
the  Spirit,  and  seem  to  confine,  enclose,  and  (as 
we  think)  shut  us  up,  so  that  we  cannot  come 
forth :  but  every  influence  of  the  Spirit  that  pro- 
duceth  contrition,  abasement,  humility,  meek- 
ness, or  godly  sorrow,  dissolves  all  these  bolts 
and  bars ;  and  then  faith  and  hope  come  forth 
out  of  their  holes  ;  they  move  in  the  heart,  and 
speak  from  the  mouth.  And  of  this  be  assured, 
that  it  is  not  the  united  force  of  all  the  de^rils 
that  can  prevail  against  one  fruit  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  comforter  never  quits  his  own 
possession,  nor  neglects  his  own  productions; 
every  fruit  of  his  is  a  seed  that  is  incorruptible 
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furasMse  wiork,  9P(1  a  deal  of  bittem^sf  ui|der 
it;  and  I  clearly  perceive  that  nothing  di^cb- 
vers  human  depravity  but  gery  trials,  and  seeing 
oneself  in  the  glass  of  God's  word  while  in  the 
furnace.  Our  smooth,  even  tempers;  our  hard- 
ness, enmity,  and  unbelief,  appear  then  in  all 
their  dark  colours ;  which  I  find  works  self- 
loathing  and  self-abhorrence ;  hides  pride  from 
our  ey^s,  and  mortifies  the  old  man  with  his 
corrupt  affections  and  defiling  lusts :  and  I  do 
Relieve  that,  if  God  gave  me  no  more  trials 
^nd  cl^anges,  I  shoul/d  soon  become  a  sort  of 
legal  reformer,  little  better  than  an  Arminian. 

When  I  began  my  work  yesterday,  I  seemed 
so  unbufdieped  and  emptied  of  self,  and  was 
furnished  with  such  a  fulness,  and  such  a  pro«- 
fuse  flow,  that  I  eveij  felt,  as  it  sprung  up  and 
flpvye4  out,  the  weight  and  force  of  the  con- 
tpntSt  I  preached,  both  forenoon  and  evening^ 
from  Amos  9.  1 3 ;  and  the  barrel  wasted  not^ 
aor  did  the  crusie  fail^  though  I  stood  till  I  was 
weary,  nearly  two  hours  each  time.  I  see  the 
use  of  the  furnace  both  ii>  my  soul,  in  the  mi- 
nistry, ^nd  in  the  people ;  but  when  in  it  patir 
ence  and  submission  are  far  from  me,  and  rebel- 
lion CQvers  me  with  shame,  and  adds  to  my 
grief,  because  conscience  tells  me  that  my  God 
is  good  and  kind  to  me. 

I  am  now  publishing  some  letters  from  per- 
sons wl)Q  have  receiypd  (I  hope)  the  grace  of 
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God  in  trutb. — ^Tender  my  love  to  dame  and 
Mr.  B. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCXXXII. 

Paddingtoo^  Sept  4,  170^ 
REV.  SIR, 

I  WISH  thee  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord-  When  you  came  in  to 
speak  to  me  in  the  vestry  at  Monkwell  Street 
I  desired  a  line  from  you  when  you  were  settled 
in  the  country ;  and  I  have  rather  wished  to 
hear  from  you,  as  I  had  reason  to  suspect  that 
you  were  learning  some  of  those  lessons  from 
the  Lord  s  strong  hand  which  it  pleased  God  to 
teach  me ;  and  without  his  rod  there  is  no  salv- 
ation for  souls,  nor  any  usefulness  in  the  mi- 
nistry •  Should  God's  work  go  on  in  thy  soul, 
and  prove  to  be  genuine,  I  could  fix  you  tn  an 
eligible  situation,  a  few  miles  from  me,  where 
(what  is  called)  the  Gospel  has  been  long 
preached,  but  to  little  purpose,  one  pulling 
down  and  another  building  up.  Within  the 
last  three  years  I  have  at  times  gone  there, 
and  find  not  a  few  of  them  in  labour  and  soul 
travail.  The  people  belonging  to  the  place  are 
looking  to  nie^  under  God,  to  procure  them  a 
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minister ;  and,  if  God  hath  enabled  thee  to  re- 
ceive his  word  in  an  honest  and  good  heart, 
I  should  esteem  it  a  pleasure  to  be  of  use,  under 
God,  to  your  soul,  and  to  your  ministry ;  and 
to  get  you  out  of  a  connection  where  the  cleai^ 
and  unclean  must  all  herd  togethei; ;  as  we  are 
commanded  to  depart  from  them  t.h^t  have  not 
the  lips  of  wisdom,  . 

I  wish  you  to  send  me  a  few  lines,  and  beg 
you  will  be  honest  and  open  respecting  the 
dealings  of  God  with  you;  and,,  if  it  should 
appear  to  be  that  experience  which  worketh 
hope,  you  shall  be  heartily  welcome  to  me, 
to  the  oil  of  ray  cruse,  and  to  the  light  of  that 
candle  it  hath  pleased  God  to  set  up  in  my 
tabernacle.  At  present  I  am  but  poorly,  being 
confined  ^t  home  through  a  cold  and  hoarse- 
ness.  Farewell ;  the  Lord  strengthen  and  fit 
thee  for  every  good  word  and  work ;  so  prays 
thy  willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  Huntington* 


CCCXXXIII. 

Paddington,  Sept.  26,  1 797. 

My  dear  brother's  epistle  came  safe  to  hand, 
and  I  was  glad  to  see  it.  To  the  best  of  my 
judgment,  the  good  work   is   begun,  though 


il  has  been  itiuch  d&mped,  tfb^ciircd,  atiJ  shac- 
kfed,  ftfr  Want  of  the  pure  goipfei;  fori  da  not 
fcelievc  thit  aiiy  one  whom  thou  hist  hear(i 
fc ver  fctie w  savingly  thoiSe  things  ^Kidr  Sf^ 
^sseritral  td  salvation :  and  God  Will  riot  fcles^ 
ihi  woi^ks  6f  thos6  \^ho  are  not  in  unioi  witfi 
ithd  li<^in;g  viiie ;  for  withbut  him  ilian  caii  d6 
nothing;  nor  will  he  give  testimony  but  to 
th6'  Word  of  his  grace;  arid  they  must  have'salt 
in  themselves*  whose  wordis  are  s6asohecf,  ancJ 
i^/ho  miri'istfer  grace  to  others.  If  God  begins 
a  M'^ork,  he  will  at  tiriies  revive  it,  and  encoa- 
fage  the'  soul  under  it;  he  will  keep  up  thii 
iippetite  after  spiritual  things,  maintain  hope 
^tid  expectation  in  the  heart,  and  keep  the  sout 
pr^yingj  watching,  and  waiting,  until  his  salv- 
X,  ation  Cometh.      But  the  atonement  must  h6 

applied,  giiilt  removed,  peace  proclainied,  and 
perfect  l6ve  cast  out  fear  and  torment,  beforfe 
repentance  operates,  arid  a  godly  sorrow  flows 
oUt;  Wheri  ^elf  will  be  loathed,  and  Christ, 
whom  we  have  pierced,  mourned  over.  These 
things  fix  the  heart,  make  our  calling  clear, 
and  our  election  sure. 

I  want  very  raiich  to  see  you,  as  I  think 
a  little  conversation,  and  attendance  on  my 
ministry,  might,  under  God,  be  a  blessing  to 
^ou;  arid,  if  you  were  employed  and  Settled 
Aeai*  Loridori,  3^011  ntight  hear  rii'e  evefy  Av6ek. 
i  ^YioixXd  '^  bfc  ^lad  to  krid w  hovir  you  carii^^iiitt 
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your  pfesent  connection;  if  you  htLvetrei  beeik 
it  Polncy  in  Sussex  ;  arid  whether  you  know^ 
bid  Harry  B.  that  sworn  enemy  to  poor  Jen-* 
kin^?  Ih  the  mean  time  keep  prayiiig  on  ;  be 
fniidh'id  yotir  stndy  j  and,  when  yon  have  read 
the  word,  w^lk  out  By  youfi^elfand  meditate 
on  it;  fol*  taking  the  air  will  relax  the  mind, 
ind  Aase  i§he  head,  which  is  apt  to  get  wtak,' 
impSil-ed'  and  forgetful,  if  burdened  too  niu6hi 
And  when  you*  come  to  town  find  your  wa^ 
to  my  holise,  where  yon:  shall  have  a  bed  and  d 
liraftj*^;i^eIcome.  That 'the  Lord  may  strengtheh, 
encourage,  support,  and  conlfort  thefe,  isthd 
pray'et  and  desire  of, 

'  '  Dear  brother,' 

'  '        Yours  respectfully  in  Christ  Jesus, '  \ 

W^  Huntington^  y 


«    I  • 
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•  •  *  • 

'  De^r  iBfother  in  Christ  Jesus. 

i  > 

:I  itiirciivED  thiife  epistle,  4nd  wbtild  by  n* 
means  go  to  Birmingham  under  such  restric*- 
trdtas.  Mr.  B.  Will  db  little  or  nothing  fri  toWh*^ 
lie  labdiits  against  Wind  afnd  tfdcf ;  he  rttn^i  bht 
it  ts  at  an  uncertainty ;  he  fights,  but  onlj^  tiesft's 
tHe  air;  ''He  preaches  twb  nights  in* iW«ddak 


Mr.  Ws  meeting ;  but  I  am  informed  has  not 
ipfiny  to  hear  him.  I  knew  of  no  one  in  the 
mimstry,  except  poor  Jenkins,  till  God  arrested 
yquy  that  was  acquainted  with  the  plagae  of 
Ills  owu  heart.  O  bow  eood  is  our  God  ta 
shew  us.  what  we  are !  ^  JBlessed  is  the  man- 
whom  thou  chastenest.  and  teacbe$thin>  out 
of  thy  law,  that  thou  raayest  give  him  re§t 
(in  Christ  Jesus)  till  the  pit  be  digged  up  for 
the  wicked/'  ,"  Every  one,  therefore,  (seaith 
^he  Saviour)  that  bath  heard  and  hath  learned 
of  the  Father,  cometh  unto,  me;  and  he- that 

t 

Cometh  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 

The  law,  my  brother,  always  worketh  wrath, 
rebellion,  hardness  of  heart,  and  self-pity,  which 
I  have  found  by  sad  and  long  expei^ence ;  but 
blessed  is  the  mai}  whom  God  thus  teaches. 
The  spirit  of  bondage  to  fear  hath  now  got 
hold  of  thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  quick- 
ened thee,  to  make  thee  feel  it ;  and  nothing 
but  this  teaching  will  ever  make  a  minister  or 
a  saint.  The  spirit  of  bondage  is  wrath,  which 
fills  us  with  fear,  guilt,  shame,  and  torment ; 
the  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  spirit  of  love ;  the 
jp^insrof  the  new  birth  are  a  struggling,  bet weeli 
tl^ese  two  ;.  sometimes  the  rlatter  appears^,  but 
always.^he,  former.  The  Father's  teadiing  out 
49r the  law.  brings  on  the  one,  and  sitting  down 
^  the*  Saviour's  feet  to  receive  of  his^  word 
^hiff;:  9a  tljc  Other.    The  former  makes  us 
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jr^stless  and  miserable ;  the  latter  gives  rest  to 
the  soul ;  the  fpnner  makes  us  fly  from  the 
wrath  to  com^,  the  latter  hides  us  from  the 
»tx>rm ;  the  former  condemns,  the  latter  justi-^ 
fies  i  the  former  ministers  death,  by  the,  latter 
we  pass  from  death  to  lifej  the  former  tor- 
ments us,  the  latter  is  attended  with  love, 
which  casts  it  put.  Be  still,  and  know  that  he 
is  God.  He  is  most  certainly  leading  thee  in 
th^  right  way,  and  thou  shalt  in  due  time  know 
it  for  thy  good.     God  bless  thee. 

Ever  thine  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


I  ' 
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f  i 

Eingmer^  Sussex. 
DBAR  BROTHEB, 

X  AM  safely  arrived  here,  and  shall  now  offer 
yovLVijff  thoughts  upon  the  text  you  mention : 
^*  The  captive  exile  hastens  that  he  may  be 
loosed,  and  that  he  should  not  die  in  the  pit, 
nor-  that  his  bread  should  fail."  Isai.  li^  14. 
He  is  taken  captive  by  Satan,  by  every  beset- 
ting sin,  by  every  carnal  acquaintance,  and 
every  hypocrite  in  Zion.  He  lives  to  the  luSt 
and  will  of  men,  in  captivity  to  the  fear  of 
death,  to  unbelief,  to  the  bondage  of  the  law, 

VOL.  !!•  T 
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tod  to  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment.  He 
is  an  exile ;  for,  although  chosen  ih  Christy 
heloved  of  God,  preserved  in  Christ  and  called, 
and  predestinated  to  adoption  knd  to  glory ;  yet 
he  i&  fallen,  and  is  by  nature  a  etvild  of  wrath 
even  as  others,  and  therefore  an  exile  m  a  fo-* 
Teign  and  strange  country.  When  the  law 
eomes  home  to  him  he  sinks  into  the  horribU 
pit ;  wrath  and  horrop  sink  him ;  he  is  a  pri« 
doner  ia  tlie  pit  wherein  is  no  wat^r  of  life, 
and  often  falls  into  the  hands  of  hypocrites  and 
spiritual  wbores — "  a  whore  i^  a  deep  ditch"  and 
a  horrid  pit.  He  is  in  the  miry  clay.  Man  was 
made  of  clay  by  the  divine  potter,  and  the  filth 
of  the  flesh  is  the  mire  in  which  he  sinks.  He 
is  flurried,  disquieted,  and  restless ;  and  hurried 
on  hastily  to  make  hi^  escape  from  the  stormy 
wind  and  tempest,  saying  in  his  haste,  ^^  All 
mea  are  liars/'  But  he  has  all  this  ground  to 
go  over  again ;  for  **  he  that  bclieveth  shall  not 
make  haste :"  ^  lire  sliaVl  not  g^  i^orth  In  he^te^ 
nor  by  flight,  fbr  the  Iword  will  go  b^r^iin,"' 
ife  i^.  afr^kl  he  sIiaU  die  in  tthe  pitM — Thoi  fiar 
of  dea^^  f<(^lk)w$  bAm ;  hei{S  afraid  o£  temporal^ 
spiritual  and  c^naL  di^alb  i  h^  wroits  to  b< 
loosed  from  the  yokes  and  boiMlak  ef  sis,  fev, 
a^  legal  ho^dagct;  a»d  he  l^»«yg;s  for  Christ 
the  brc^ad  of  Ufe^  of  which  he  is  afraid  that 
he  shall  fail^  or  Qomt^  sboxtt^  that  is^  ef  the 
gi'ace  of  God* 


Dfe^r  friend,  a«Heu.    I  add  no  more  but  my 
|>oor  prayers, — My  love  to  dame  and  daughter. 

Yours  affectionately  in  Christ, 

W.  H-  S.  S, 


CCCXXXVI. 

jS/Ly  dea>r  broUiei'  will  think  me  a  sluggish 
cori^espoDdent;  but  I  k^ve  my  share  of  la^ 
hour,  of  temptations,:  of  inbri^d  corruptions^ 
of  opiKMitions,  of  the  pirth  of  tribulation,  ai}4 
of  a  dafty  cross,  insomu<rh  thaft  I  often  wish 
if  was  six  o'clock)  that  I  might  re<?eive  my 
penny*  and  be  called  from  my  lal)our,  being 
ithiiost  tired  with  th^  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day,  aa  w^ell  as  of  th^  ^:om^any  of  thosQ  that 
are  at  ease;  tl)^  coatempt  pf  th^  proud  and 
mischievous,  whiq^  dwell  in  the  ten^s  of  Kedar, 
tud  o£  those  of  higl)^f  rank  in  prQf$s§ion,  who 
asre  exalted  t^  the  scorner'$  chair.  But  th^y 
must  >f  ear  out  the  saints  oi  the  Most  High. 

I  havv^  of  Utt  opened^  in  the  Ugbt  of  tba 
I^ord,  which  hath  shone  upon  wJfy  tJii^  mystery 
of  the  times,  and  of  what  i^  now  h^kog^dg  over 
our  hsadS)  whi^h  the  people  would  make  me 
print  amd  publish  at  their  expeAsa  It  i$  aa 
exhibition  of  the  present  conf^eracy — wb^e 
abod  in  what  it  will  end ;  containing; an  account 
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of  those  parts  of  scripture  which  speak  to  us  in 
the  present  day ;  what  hath  been  done  in  this 
last  trying  hour;  and  of  those  whose  hearts 
have  been  discovered  in  it  You  will  find  that 
I  have  been  led  to  explain  such  texts  as  the 
great  God  hath  made  known  to  the  weakest, 
"worst,  and  most  despised  of  all  that  ever  bore 
his  name,  or  were  compelled  to  bear  his  cross. 
Most  sorely  exercised,  tried,  and  tempted,  have 
t  been  of  late.  Arid,  from  the  views  I  have  had 
of  thos6  scriptures  that  speak  to  us  as  having 
a  name  to  live  while  dead,  have  begged  of  God 
that  he  would  keep  my  soul,  and  those  of  his 
shepherds  and  their  flocks,  alive:  in  this  re* 
quest  my  pleas  were  fervent  and  unremitted ; 
and  he  granted  me  my  request,  and  turned  me 
loose  in  the  pulpit ;  but  sent  the  devil  to  hunt 
me  in  secret,  till  I  became  a  walking  pestilence, 
a  curse  to  myself,  a  companion  of  dragons,  a 
rebel  in  heart,  and  a  seeker  of  the  dead ;  and, 
to  complete  the  whole,  I  am  unexpectedly  and 
iinavoidably  plunged  into  a  lawsuit.  But  enough 
of  this :  it  is  through  much  tribulation  that  wc 
hiust  enter  the  kingdom ;  •  then  why  doth  a 
living  man  complain,  seeing  there  is  a  woe  to 
those  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion 

Now  for  Isaiah  xli.  15.  The  instrument  is  a, 
preacher;  the  allusion   is  not  to  a  flail,  but  a 
sleidge,  which  had  iron  teeth  before  it,  to  comb 
out  the  grain  from  the  chaff,  being  drawn  about 
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by  ax  en,  while  the  best  ends  df  the  sheaves  wert 
confined.    The  grain  thus  beaten  out  was  lik^ 
Indian  corn;  the  spiritual  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  God  will  hold  the  sinner  under  the  word 
till  his  guilt  and  beloved  lusts    re  all.  destroy- 
ed, leaving  only  the  natural  faculties  of  the 
soul,  and  those  innocent  affections  which  are 
du^   to   parents,   children,    friends,   &c.      The 
mountains  are  rulers  in  authority,  and  impedi- 
ments or  obstructions  in   the   way  of  God's 
work,    such  as  Zerubbabel  met  with ;  called 
mountains  because  exalted  by  office  above  the 
level  of  common  people,  Micah  vi.  1  and  2. 
To  thresh  them  is  to  smite^them  by  his  word-; 
for  all,  except  the  elect,  belong  to  mount  Sinai, 
Avhere  all  legal  workers  are ;  and  with  the  law 
we  arc  to  beat  them,  as  well  as  with  the  gospel ; 
till  the  chaff  and  husks  Tsuch  as  the  prodigal 
fed  on)  are  cleared  from  the  grain,  .which  is 
God's  wheat.     Moreover,  to  make  them  small 
is  to  beat  them  till  they  are  little  in  their  own 
•eyes,  as  well  as  in  the  eyes  of  others. — Fanning 
is    trying    them ;  the  wind  that  carries  them 
away  is  error   in  judgment ;  .scattering  them 
is  sending  them    from    the    church  into   the 
world ;  and  their  being  joyful  implies  that  we 
have  appeared  as  God's  .mouth  to  separate  the 
vile  from  the  precious,   and  the  chaff  from  the 
wheat. — ^To  draw  back  unto  perdition,   is  tp 
love  the  world,  and  leave  Christ;  to  persecute^ 


9H 

contemn  the  power,  ^xpase  Christ  td  contemptt 
and  to  endeavour  to  counteract  fais  will  and 
work  in  every  penitent  60ul»  and  this  on  pur- 
pose, out  of  envy,  knowingly  and  willfully.--r 
But  my  paper  fails.    God  bless  thee. 

S,  S. 


CCCXXXVIl. 

PEAR  FRIEND, 

X  ovRs  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  gave  wi$ 
tome  relief  from  ipy  anxiety,  as  I  had  long 
wondered  why  I  did  not  sec  or  hear  from 
you.  I  wonder  not  at  the  confusion  of  your 
mind;  satanic  opposition  has  attended  me  in 
all  the  paths  and  steps  wherein  God  has  du 
reded  me.  Any  thing  that  is  of  God,  Satan 
is  sure  to  oppose ;  but  to  the  pUins  that  th9 
devil  lays  down  there  is  no  opposition^  unless 
by  the  frowns  of  God,  the  checks  of  cofu 
science,  cross  providences,  and  at  last  cutting 
disappointments.  Satan  is  not  dividfd  Ugainst 
himself;  if  be  was,  haw  should  his  kingdom 
stand?  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  a  means  of 
establishing  thy  own  heart;  and  by  hearing 
often  it  will  help  to  extend  thine  own  views, 
1o  keep  the  word  alive  in  thy  heart,  and  to  stir 
Mp  thy  gift.    Hearing  the  word  constantly  is 
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a  great  blessiag  to  dubious  and  doubtful  mindft ; 
and  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  solve  any  diffi- 
culty, as  far  as  God  shall  enable  me^  or  to  offer 
my  thoughts  upon  any  subject  you  may  inquire 
about. 

I  have  longed  for  this  mouth  past  to  be  at 
LeMres,  as  poor  Jenkins  has  lately  been  up  t9 
see  me,  but  is  extremely  feeble,  t  want  also 
to  be  at  Cranbrook ;  but  fear  t  shall  be  tied 
by  the  leg  until  the  cold  ureather  comes  on ; 
and  my  calico  carcase  is  too  much  weather- 
beaten  to  abide  the  camp  in  the  winter  season. 
The  Almighty/has  indulged  me  much  in  private 
prayer ;  the  burden,  the  care,  and  concern^  ar^ 
taken  off  my  mind ;  and  my  soul  trusts,  hop^s, 
and*safely  confides  in  him.  1  am  neither  my 
own  property,  nor  my  own  servant;  1  am 
bought  with  a  price,  abd  I  serve  the  Lord  Christ, 
who  will  do  as  he  pleases  with  me.  I  hope  in 
God  I  shall  see  you  soon.  My  kind  love  to 
all  friends,  and  accept  the  same  yourself. 


Ever  yours  in  him, 


w,  a  s. ». 


dsd 
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Helmsley^  £lackmar«|i^ 

Aug,  13,  1805. 
Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

vjTRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied,  I  have  seen 
two  poor  old  spuls  that  were  called  by  nie  twen-r 
ty-six  years  ago  at  Gainsborough;-  they  stiU 
shine,  and  stand  faster,  and  God  is  with  them.^ 
They  gave  me  a  good  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  tried,  and  again  and 
again  visited  of  God.  So  true  is  his  word,  "  I 
have  ordained  you,  that  you  should  go  and  bring 
forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit  should  remain ;" 
and,  bless  him,  so  }t  does.  The  cause  of  unen- 
lightened letter  preachers  stinks  more  and  more, 
go  where  I  will ;  they  have  embalmed  and  var- 
nished thousands  to  ^ct  thp  hypocrite  with  Godj^ 
and  then  to  return  again  unto  the  world  worse 
than  before :  not  one  fruit  of  theirs  do  I  find 
in  all  my  rounds.  But  the  gleanings  after  thi^ 
vintage  is  done — the  odd  clusters  with  a  bles- 
sing in  thpm — a  few  olive  berries  on  the  top- 
most boughs — these  seem  to  fall  to  my  share, 
and  in  this  I  am  not  a  little  honoured.  The 
Master  of  the  house  sti|l  goes  forth,  accord- 
ing to  his  ancient  commission,  opening  the 
prisou   tQ  them   that  are  bound,   and  setting 


at  liberty  those  that  are  bruised^  and  I  rejoice 
to  see  it. 

Great  success  appears  to  have  attended  me 
in  this  tour;  nor  am  I  afraid  of  others  coming 
after  me  to  pull  down  what  the  Lord  builds  by 
mc ;  for  such  are  as  sick  of  them  as  Satan  is  of 
his  chains.  I  had  a  most  powerful  and  uncom-» 
mon  time  at  Redford,  and  was  gloriously  led 
out  last  night  at  Helmsley;  and  I  am  more 
than^sure  that  the  bread  cast  upon  the  waters 
will  be  found  after  many  days.  The  Jubilee 
trump  is  sounded  to  many.  I  purpose  stay- 
ing out  one  Lord's  day  longer  than  I  intended, 
wishing  to  discharge  my  promise  at  Ely,  rather 
than  have  another  journey  thither.  The  poor 
and  needy  in  this  place  eagerly  embrace  the 
gospel.  One  has  followed  me  two  hundred, 
and  fifty  miles,  and  last  night  he  was  set 
free. 

God  bless  you  both, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCC^XXIX, 

I^ittleportj  July  25 1  ISO9. 
PEAR   FHIEND, 

J  LEFT  home  last  Wednesday  for  Downham, 
in  the  isle  of  Ely ;  and  on  Saturday  came  to: 
'^-ittleport,  where  I  preached  twice  yesterday 
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.    J>ec,  1,  1809.   ; 
To  poor  old  Sarah, 

•  •  •  » 

vxRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied.  I  Tiave  at 
last  finished  a  long  sermon  on  our  Lord's  para^ 
b!e  of  the  lab6urers  in  tfie  Vineyard,  and  their 
penny  ^  day.  And  I  have  no  doiibt  biit  the 
heavenly  coin  will  pass  current  with  all  such 
as  know  the  image  and  superscription;  but 
with  none  else.  A  small  sum  is  of  inestimable 
worth  when  the  heart  is  well  assured  it  is  of 
the  true  riches.  The  whole  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  his  influences  and  operations  ;  his  fruits 
and  effects ;  his  words  and  his  works ;  his  help- 
ful aid,  and  his  intercession;  his  suitable  in-^ 
structions,  and  his  holy  motions ;  his  acts  and 
exercises ;  the  prayers  that  he  dictates,  and  the 
praises  that  he  inspires ;  the  energy  and  fervour 
which  he  produces  in  the  soul ;  arc  all  and  every 
part  of  them  heavenly  treasure  ;  and  "  we  have 
this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  that  the  ex- 
cellency may  appear  to  be  of  God  and  not  of 
us."  And  this  treasure  is  the  old  man*s  rival, 
the  devil's  eye-sore,  the  world's  wonder,  and 
the  hypocrite's  stumbling  block ;  but  we  call 
it  God's  workmanship,  Christ's  incorruptible 
$eed,  the  Spirit's  fruit,  and  the  earnest  of  our 


future  inheritance.  It  is  the  Lord's  salt  to 
season  us ;  his  lamp  tp  light  up  our  way ;  the 
anointing  oil  to  keep  us  royal,  and  in  hope  of 
more  royalty.  It  strengthens  the  weak  hands, 
supples  the  joints,  confirms  the  feeble  knees, 
Xoftiehs  the  iron  sinew  of  the  neck,  defaces  a 
brazen  brow,  and  makes  the  face  of  a  scorner 
look  as  modest  as  a  penitent  in  Zlon. 

God's  mystery  among  tis  Gentiles  is  Christ 
in  us  the  hope  of  glory ;  our  Hfe  is  Christ  living 
in  us ;  our  light  his  shining  on  our  way ;  our 
peace  is  the  sway  of  his  sceptre,  as  Prince  of 
Peace;  our  faith  his  hand,  which  holds  his 
power,  aad  his  power  holds  us  in  faith ;  our 
love  his  fire,  our  joy  his  flame,  our  contrition 
and  meekness  the  sounding  of  his  bowels  ;  our 
rest  his  pillow ;  his  cross  is  our  physic,  and  his 
death  our  rest;  his  obedience  is  our  robe,  his 
sufferings  our  ransom,  and  his  resurrection  our 
discharge.  And  what  does  old  Sarah  say  to 
such  good  tidings  as  these  ? 

Give  my  hearty  love  and  best  wishes  to  all 
that  love  our  Lord,  and  us  in  him« 

The  COALHEAVER. 
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gracious  speech :  "  He  that  fecidvcth  a  prophet^ 
in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  pro-> 
phet's  reward;  he  that  receive th  a  righteous 
man,  in  the  name  of  a  righteous  man,  shall  re-* 
ceive  a  righteous  man's  reward ;  and  whosoever 
shall  give  to  drink  unto' one  of  these  little  ones 
a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name  of  a  dis« 
ciple,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no 
wise  lose  his  reward."  Matt  x.  41,  42.  He  is 
truly  God,  ant  I  the  God  of  truth,  that  spake 
these  promises;  and  it  was  the  promised  power 
of  truth  that  made  my  friends  obedient  thereto. 
And,  if  Jesus  Christ  be  the  author  of  my  faith, 
the  reward  is  sure.  In  this  confidence  I  write. 
I  know  that  the  old  man  is  still  in  existence; 
his  sire  is  still  active;  and  the  bolt  of  obduracy 
and  bar  of  unbelief  may,  and  often  do,  straiten 
the  Spirit,  and  seem  to  confine,  enclose,  and  (as 
we  think)  shut  us  up,  so  that  we  cannot  come 
forth:  but  every  influence  of  the  Spirit  that  pro- 
duceth  contrition,  abasement,  humility,  meek* 
ness,  or  godly  sorrow,  dissolves  all  these  bolts 
and  bars ;  and  then  faith  and  hope  come  forth 
out  of  their  holes  ;  they  move  in  the  heart,  and 
speak  from  the  mouth.  And  of  this  be  assured, 
that  it  is  not  the  united  force  of  all  the  dej^ils 
that  can  prevail  against  one  fruit  of  the  Holy 
Spirit*  This  comforter  never  quits  his  own 
possession,  iior  neglects  his  own  productions; 
every  fruit  of  his  is  a  seed  that  is  incorruptible^^ 


else  that  is  good*  Yet  one  clear  snn^sbifiy  day 
has  set  all  to  rights  again ;  nothing  has  been 
kicking;  I  have  without  fiiil  recovered  alK 
And  these  changes  and  interchanges  must  be 
expected  as  long  as  life  continues,  for  every 
day  brings  its  cross ;  *•  Take  up  thy  cross  daily, 
and  follow  me/^  We  mssy  be  sick,  sorry,  and 
faint  toow  But  Satan  and  our  inbred  corrupt* 
tions  are  never  sick:  our  outward  man  may 
decay,  but  the  body  of  sin  and  death  will  remain 
firm  and  whole  to  the  end  of  our  race. 

Tender  my  love  to  Peg, — Grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  be  with  you^so  prays 

W.  H,  S.  S. 


CCCXLIL 


Nov.  24,  rsog. 


To  JaiiMi^  nad  Pegj,  greeting* 

Yotfi:  qM  despised  servant  the  Coalheaver  has 
lately  been  to  court;  and,  meeting  with  some 
degree  oi  indulgence  under  the  propitious  coun^ 
tenance  of  bis  most  sacred  Majesty,  was  per- 
mitted to  intercede  in  behalf  of  hrs  old  friends, 
and. was  encouraged  to  use  fi^edom  and  famili-- 
ari^^  with  a  sense  of  prevalency;  the  fruits  and 
effects  of  which,  Z  doubt  not;  will  turn  to  your 
axxount  My  sacred  inteNigencer,  admonisher^ 
ted  oipnrkor,  led  vie  to  pkad  the  following  ipost 
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ane.  fblt  m  bur  IsisaTts.  Unbelief  sliufs  us  tap» 
but  thfi  least  exercise  of  faith  lets  usiout.  Hard- 
Hess  of  heart  shuts  us  up,  hut  conftrition  and 
tenderness  let  us  out  Rebellion  ke^s  us  iu  ai 
dry  land,  but  submission  lets  lis  into  the  green 
pastures.  Pride  shuts  us  up,  but  humility  lets 
us  out.  Despondency  keeps  us  back,  but  hope 
makes  us  nigh. 

My  dear  friend  is  not  without  these  differ- 
ent workings,  and  they  are  such  as  exercise 
my  mind  every  week  that  rolls  over  my  head ; 
and  it  is  our  dear  Lord  who  says,  "  I  am  the 
door ;  by  me  if  anry  man  ^uter  in  he  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture," 
John  X.  9.  There  is  a  going  in,  in  the  exercise 
of  faith  B.n4  hppe,  iu  meeknf^s  and  h^ifiUity ; 
and  there  is  a  gping  out  when  the  enjpyn^^t 
of  t^es^  sweet  things  abates;  and  w«2^i;elefl 
to  dpubt,  t9  ffar,  to  feel  our  need  of  th^ag,  ^j^ 
to  hunger  ^fter  thfem*  And  where  these  dlf-' 
fS^rent  workings  am  not  ttiere  are  nff  changes 
no  crosses^  and  of  qokurse  siioh^  canQQt;  l^  fol^>w- 
ing  Christ,  for  th^re  is  a,  daily  cross  f(K  all  his 
followers,  which  my  d^^r  frif nd  ipi^t  exj^ect^ 
pr  he  will  fare  bettei!  th^n  I  myselfr  Chrjsk 
will  be  found  true  and  faithful  to  all  hijs  engage-' 
mepts  and  promises,  and  will  no|  f^il  u$,  in 
time  of  need- 
Tender  my  teve  to  Pegatod  the  capt9>;i«, 

God;  bless  ycfu  all, 

The  CoAL.ifpAV«,a. 
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and  undefiled ;  ^'  that  which  is  born  of  the 
Spirit  is  spirit,"  and  the  reward  is  to  all  that 
fear  the  Lord,  small  and  great  We  must  ex- 
pect the  assaults  of  Satan  while  we  are  in  this' 
world  of  sin  and  wo;  but  our  Lord  will  not 
forget,  nor  neglect  those  that  wait  for  and 
trust  in  him. 

Ever  .yours, 

The  Coalh£AV£R. 


CCCXLIIL    ' 

Dec.  20^  I8O9. 

1  HAVE  this  morning  had  a  very  comfortable 
time  in  prayer,    and   have    remembered    my 
poor  friend,  and  some  others  who  are  ill,  as 
poor  R.  who  it  seems  is  not  likely  to  recover. 
Blessed  be  God  for  a  niercy  seat,   and   for  a 
door  of  hope,  which  is  set  before  us ;  and  it 
is  an  open  door,  which  none  can  shut.  "  Knock,' 
says  the  Saviour;  "  and  it  shall  be  opened.' 
Faith  is  a  key  that  will  open  this  door,  liow- 
cver  close  or  fast  it  may  be  shut.    This  door 
is  Christ  Jesus ;  "  I  am  the  door  of  the  sheep.** 
And  you  may  depend  upon  this,  that  the  doors 
of  heaven,  that  were  open  to  him  at  his  asoeti* 
sion,  are  left  open  for  us.     But  this  door   is 
nearer  home,  and  its  openings  and  shuttxngs 

VOL.  II.  z 
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ar^  fblt  tB  bur  biearts.  Unbelief  sliufs  us  bp^ 
but  thfi  least  exercise  of  faith  lets  uB:6ttt.  Hard^ 
Hess  of  heart  shoits  us  up,  but  conferitioti  and 
tendemes&  let  ua  out.  Rebellion  keeps  us  iu  sk 
dry  land,  hut  submission  lets  lis  into  the  green 
^asbures.  Pride  ahnts  us  up,  but  hiunility  let& 
us  out.  Despondency  keeps  us  back,  but  hope 
n^akes  us  nigh. 

My  dear  friend  is  not  without  these  differ- 
ent workings,  and  they  are  such  as  exercise 
my  mind  every  week  that  rolls  over  my  head ; 
.  and  it  is  our  dear  Lord  who  says,  "  I  am  the 
door ;  by  me  if  aiw  man  ^uter  iu  he  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture," 
John  X.  9i  There  is  a  going  in,  in  the  exercise 
of  faith  m4  hppe,  ii»  meekufaa  and  h^ifiility ; 
and  there  ia  a  g^ing  out  wh^n.  the  enjpymc^ixt 
of  these  sweet  things  abates ;  ^qd  we.  s^^e^  left 
to  dpubt,  to  f^^r,  to  feel  our  need  of  tbeO},  ^^4 
to  buqger  lifter  tbem»  And  where  these  4if-» 
f!i;rent  workings  ai^  not  Inhere  are  nff  cl^ange^ 
no  crosses^  and  of  course  s\xc}^  canitQl;  be  folU>w- 
ing  Christ,  for  th^re  is  a^  daily  cross  fo?  all  hi» 
followers,  whk:h  my  do^r  friend  ipiist  expect^  . 

qr  he  will  fare  better  th^n  I  myself^    Chriat  < 

will  be  found  true  and  faithful  ta  all  hiis  efig^ge^  ' 

niefits  and  promises,  and   will  n^l;  fs^\  ui  in 
time  of  need- 

Tender  my  tevc  to  Pega,nd  the  captein..  i 

God  We$s  you  all. 

The  CoALifjsAVEjR. 
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CCCXLIV. 

March  7,  1»1Q« 
To  my  dear  Old  Folks. 

Bettbrj**  says  the  wise  ni5i»,  "  is  the  end* 
of  a  thing  than  the  beginning,  and  the  day  of 
death  than  the  day  of  one's  birth.''  All  mea 
are  bom  to  trouble^  and  a  brother  is^  born  for 
adversity ;  but  death  is  the  end  of  adversity, 
and  the  last  step  in  the  path  of  tribulation. 
God  loved  us  ia  Christ  from  all  eternity ;  he 
rejoices  over  us  when  we  repent  and  turn  from 
our  evil  ways,  and  he  tells  us  that  the  death  of 
his  saints  is  precious  in  his  sight.  Our  day  is 
almost  spent,  our  sand  is  running  out;  the 
evening,  the  pay  table,  and  the  uninterrupted 
rest,  are  all  before  us,  and  just  at  hand.  And 
remember  that  the  grand  badge  of  the  Lord's 
^isciplea  is  love  to  one  another;  ^'  He  that 
loveth  his  brother  afaideth  in  the  light,  a&d 
there  is  none  occasion  of  stumbling  in  him." 

There  are  two  things,  James,  to  which  wa 
most  attend.  One  is,  to  be  patient  and  hope 
to  the  end.  Hope  will  keep  our  head  above 
water;  it  will  weigh  heavy  in  our  scale,  and 
eounteract  all  that  Satan  and  his  allies  can  sug- 
gest against  it;  it  is  '^  everlasting  consolation 
^nd.good  hope  through  grace."     And  Peter 

z  9 


says,  '*  We  must  hope  to  the  end  for  the  grace 
that  is  to.  he  brought  unto  us  at  the  appearing 
of  Jesus  Christ"  The  next  thing  is  faith :  we 
must  not  cast  away  our  confidence,  by  giving 
ground  to  Satan.  Every  revival  will  animate 
and  quicken  faith.  God  himself  is  the  friend 
of  faith  and  hope,  and  will  not  suffer  them  to 
be  borne  down. 

James,  God  bless  thee ;  remember  me  to 
old  Peg,  and  to  the  noble  one ;  so  prays 

The  Coalhzave-bu 


CCCXLV. 

DEAR  FRIEND, 

X  HE  good  work  goes  on  among  us,  blessed  be 
God.  This  world  is  God's  stage ;  the  conver- 
sion of  souls  is  God*s  work,  and  preaching  the 
gospel  is  bringing  men  under  their  great  trial 
for  eternity ;  and,  as  this  decides  the  fate  of 
men,  so  will  the  day  of  judgment  confirm  it. 
God  takes  one  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  tribe,  and 
briiigs  them  to  Zion.  As  far  as  I  can  judge, 
thou  hast  gotten  the  earnest,  which  secures  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling ;  the  greatest  of  the 
greatest  of  all  benefitsL  "  Tlie  lot  is  cast  into 
the  lap,  the  whole  disposal  thereof  is  of  the  Lord'* 
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ibt  Spirit,  who  is  our  part  and  lot  of  this  matter/ 
Acts  viti.  21 ;  and  condescends  to  manifest  him* 
self,  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  living  crea- 
ture, who  gives  divine  motions  to  the  wheelS;, 
80  as  to  keep  them  in  perpetual  rotation. 

AH  the  externals  of  the  church's  devotions ; 
such  as  open  profession  and  confession ;  attend* 
ing  the  means,  and  treading  the  Lord's  courts; 
hearing,  reading,  praying,  watching  and  wait- 
ing ;  bearing  the  cross,  and  keeping  up  a  close 
walk  with  God ;  are  the  works  of  the  outward 
br  external  wheels,  which  are  said  to  be  fdll  of 
eyes,  because  fresh  light  and  new  discoveries 
are  daily  made  to  the  soul  by  a  diligent  attend- 
ance on  the  means,  whereby  we  obtain  the  light 
of  love,  the  light  of  joy,  and  the  light  of  know* 
ledge;  besides  the  eye  of  faith,  which  sees 
things  that  are  invisible,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
understanding,  which  comprehends  something 
of  the  heights  and  depths  of  divine  love*  Thus 
''  light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness 
for  the  upright  in  heart."  But  then  there  is 
another  wheel  in  the  middle  of  this,  which  is 
the  life  and  spring  of  the  outward  wheels ;  and 
that  is  the  quickening  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  giving  motion  to  his  own  implanted 
grace.  He  descends  from  the  Father  through 
the  Mediator  to  us^  and  enters  with  all  his 
heavenly  crop  of  divine  fruits.  These  spring 
up  \n  our  spiritual  sacrifices  to  God,  while  the, 


i^turos  of  jprayer  jTumish  us  for  fresh  olFeribgiu 
In  these  things  the  soul  ascends  and  desceuds  ^. 
and  at  tinues  the  cup  overflows^  and  then  barren 
and  thirsty  sinners  catch  the  streams,  as  our 
Lord  speaks,  "  Out  of  the  belly  shall  flow  river*, 
of  iiving  water,"  Thus  the  gr^ce  of  the  Jloly 
Spirit  ascends  and  descends,  ifi  a  coutiitnal 
round  or  itevolution;  and  this  work  is  the  jt^heeX 
M  the  middle  of  a  wheel* 

I  wish  you  Jbadisent  me  word  how.  you  oamQ 
^  to  bear  me  %t  fir$t    I  woqld;  not  have  you  to 
eall  npoa  H»e  Itill  thie  new  chapel  is  built^  as  we 
bave  Qo  plaoe  to  tniiai^ter  in,    ^dieu. 

.  ;         WvH.  S.-3/.: 


CCCXLVL 

*  •  ♦ 

Doc.. 13,  18^1. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord  God,  . 

,  .  ■  » 

I  THANH  you  for  the  birds,  and  for  att  other 
favours  to  me.  I  am  ^t  present  in  the  furnace, 
and  my  mind  and  thoughts  doing  business  in 
deep  M^aters.  Out  of  the  wejip  of  salvation 
all  supplies  pome,  and  through  the  fire  these 
supplies  must  pass,  before  we  can  safely  con- 
clude that  all  our  treasures  are  sterling.  My 
success  is  great.  Many  new  hearts  and  new 
spiritual  operations  have  been  giveij  in  our  new 
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dhhpeU  ahd  tfttte  tfatn^s  ktihg  iipob' die  {nmr 
trials  fiiKl  ktW  troubl6Si  ^'hich  ave  >{Mf(kduetiit 
of  new  discoveries  and  new  views,  in  which 
li«ir  thiiigd  appear ;  atid  things  n«w  and  old 
tMAstitate  the  treasure  that  the  master  prtN- 
if(t^s.  N6t  one  soul  coikies  f<>rth  widibiit  hard 
labdbf  to  my  mnd ;  atid  tHiC  whi^h  i»  hardest 
for  me  to  get  at  is  the  most  blessed  when 
brbught  vforth.  The  labour  is  mine,  the  en- 
largement belongs  to  others.  I  plow,  roll, 
harrow,  and  sow,  but  others  reap ;  this  is  the 
case  in  the  ministry,  and  so  it  is  in  Provi- 
dence. 

This  is  the  fourth  house  I  have  had  in 
town;  and,  when  I  bad  made  each  fit  and  con- 
venient, then  the  rout  came  for  my  removal, 
that  the  sons  of  wickedness  might  enjoy  rty 
iabdurs.  I  am  the  pioneer  to  go  before,  and 
make  ready,  that  the  children  of  Satati  may  bt 
accomtnodated,  and  exult  and  triumph  over  the 
scullion.  Thus  1  build,  and  others  inhabit; 
1  plant,  and  others  eat;  I  sow,  and  others  reap; 
1  travail,  and  others  are  freed ;  and  the  hardet 
1  labour  the  Weaker  I  get :  so  that  death  work$ 
in  me,  but  life  in  others :  aiid,  i^  I  labour  for  a . 
week  to  get  the  criisc  full,  others  sudk  till  I  am 
as  dry  as  a  basket,  and  as  poor  as  Lazarus ;  and, 
by  beggaring  my  own  soul,  I  make  many  rich. 
It  is  true  I  have  the  highest  seat  in  the  syna* 
gogue,  but  this  is  balanced  with  a  ten  thou'^ 


aand  fold  vdgfat  of  reproach  and  acandal^ 
above  that  wbioh  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  private 
saint 

I  drop  these  few  lines  that  you  may  gues^ 
at  the  felicity  of  one  condemned  to  be  a  ser? 
N^Xit  of  three  thousand  servants,  and  the  May* 
f^toe  song  land  sport  of  two  millions  pf  fools. 

ypurs  affectionately, 

W.  H,   5.  S. 


CCCXLVII. 

Paddington,  Jan.  7,  ijrgi. 

MT  DEAR  FRIEND, 

A  u  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Ix)rd,  so  walk 
in  him,  and  pay  no  regard  to  every  Lo  here  i 
and  Lo  there !  such  leaders  were  never  strength- 
ened, established,  and  settled,  upon  the  rock  of 
ages ;  and  therefore  their  ways  are  moveable* 
The  burdened  soul  that  is  led  to  the  Savioi^r^  the 
dejected  spirit  that  is  settled  on  the  rock,  feels 
his  heart  fixed,  trusting  it^  the  Lord :  and  he 
is  not  to  fly  like  a  bird  to  the  mountain,  but 
to  stand  fast  in  the  Lord ;  his  i^trength  is  tq 
stand  still,  and  see  the  salvatioi^  of  God, 

The  secret  leaven  of  legal  pride,  roqted  and 
spread  in  the  heart,  and  a  set  of  gospel  i^otions 
Doating  in  the  head,  make  a  complete  and  pro* 


S4S 

found  Antmomiany  let  the  moral  conduct  be 
what  it  may.  His  heart  is  at  Horeb,  and  his 
head  at  Zion ;  his  soul  is  bound,  only  the  tongue 
Is  free;  and  what  the  tongue  advances  the  feel- 
ings contradict  The  understanding  takes  part 
with  the  tongue;  while  an  unpurged  consci* 
ence  opposes  both,  knowing  there  never  was  any 
divine  application  made  to  the  heart :  so  that 
in  time  the  accusation  of  conscience  becomes 
too  strong  for  the  understanding ;  and,  in  order 
to  obtain  quietude  within^  rach  a  one  is  obliged 
to  bring  legal  leaven  out.  Then  light  with* 
draws,  and  darkness  succeeds;  the  holy  com- 
mandment is  turned  from,  and  such  a  beginning 
in  th$  di.^pensation  of  the  Spirit  withers  away. 
'the  man  that  preaches  to  pacify  a  legal  consci- 
ence,  contrary  to  the  light  in  his  head,  is  said 
to  rebel  against  the  light ;  and  only  to  speak 
a  vision  out  of  his  own  heart,  and  not  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord. 

The  Saviour  always  deals  with  such  in  a 
conditional  way;  "  If  ye  continue  in  my  word 
then  shall  ye  be  my  disciples  indeed  ;"  if  not, 
they  never  were  his  disciples  except  in  appear- 
ance. And  the  Saviour's  conditions  shew  that 
be  knows  their  hearts ;  and  their  forsaking  hi» 
word  makes  them  manifest  to  us.  It  is  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord's  mouth  that  quickens,  influ- 
ences, and  instructs  the  soul ;  and  it  was  the 
sunie  mquth  and  Spirit  that  commanded  and 
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tiict&ted  tiie  woftd  tyf  OoB :  be/ <Aietiiibre,  dik 
ipeaks  uuder  a  divkie  influeitce^  spd$tk«  a  vmcm 
«)ut  of  tfaid  mouth  of  tHe  Lord,  While  h6decA«fi$k 
^o  otb^n^  what  Qod  hds  ddne  •for  his  soal^  tt^l 
^T!ealed  in  hii».  ^ 

We  have  t»ai3y  in  dur  d^y^  who  ^^  c&lidd 
'<iod'5  children,  atid  who  call  th«m»fi|v€s  set*- 

^atlts  of-  Christ  afid  6t  hte  fchureh ;  ahd  those 
acrho  proowfe  sueh  titles'  »Curt  ttt  thcniselvc^  k 
comfortable  livelihood^  and  bM  hid  in  honour; 
itliQugh  < they  are  no<&imds  tothe.Biedeetnei', 
-to  his  fcause,  WM'  to  bid  family,  hit  feuWily  "  I 
know  that  it  shall  be  well  with  them  that  fear 
jGod,  which  fear  before  him/*  God  may,  in 
time^  raise  up  from  among  yourselves  one  that 
iDay  be  enabled  to  admonish, .  instroct,  anti 
comfort  the  little  company.  Two  or  three  have 
the  promise  of  his  presence  to  the  world's  end ; 
3ind  every  private  worshipper  shall  find  him  a 
little  sanctuary  in  every  place  where  he  shall 
-come,  if  he  seek  him  in  sincerity,  and  in  faith* 
I  know,  to  my  soul^s  comfort,  in  whom  I  have 
believed ;  and  "  be  ye  followers  of  me,  even  as 
I  am  also  of  Christ.'* 

The  legalist  rejects  the  Mediator  of  the  nevr 
covenant,  and  finds  the  old  mediator  nothing 
but  an  accuser,  who  accuses  him  before  God 
and  his  own  conscience,  and  his  countenance 
accuses  him  before  the  saints:  and  thus,  by 
perverting  his  way,  he  shall  be  known;  and, 


in  time,  his  conduct  shall  accuse  and  reproach 
him  as  an  hypocrite,  even  before  the  world. 

They  that  arJTparti/al  in  the  law  of  faith, 
anS^in  the  law  of  truth,  and  who  corrupt  the 
covenant  of  life  and  peace,  (which  is  the  pHest- 
ly  covenant,  or  the  covenant  of  aneverlastin^ 
ptiesthood,  in  th^  hand  of  our  great  Mielchize'" 
dek)Gt>d  declare$^i-the  Lord  of  Hosts  declares— 
that  be  will  xaake  th^m  contemptible  and  bas« 
before  all  his  people.  Read. Malachi)  chap*  ii* 
You  have  seen  something  pf  this  fulfilled  al- 
ready, arid  he  tb^t  will  observe  these  things  shall 
see  more- 
Tender  my  kitid*  lovt  to  your  mother  j  4n4 
tell  her  I  am  glhd  that  God  has  given  her  a  son 
who  ahns.  at  a  future  inheritance.'  Give  my 
kind  love  to  Walter ;  and  to  all  that  rest  ia 
the  Saviour,  who  are  kmt  together  in  Iqy^; 
while  I  remain, 

Dear  Brother, 

r 

Your  willing  servant 
in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCCXLVllI. 

DEARLY  BELOVED, 

*  « 

I  WAS  glad  to  hear  by  our  friend  that  you  was 
verging  out  of  the  pit.  Indeed  thepit,  in  which 
the  prisoners  of  hope  often  lie,  in  which  is  no 
water,  wherein  we  often-  conclude  we  shall  find 
no  standing,  is  full  of  horrible  sensations,  which 
make  the  sinful  heart,  like  the  troubled  sea, 
cast  up  its  mire  and  dirt.  '^  The  captive  exile 
hastens  that  he  may  be  loosed,  and  that  his 
bread  may  not  fail  ;**  but  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,  who  divided  the  sea  when  the  waves 
roared/*  Here  the  omnipotence  of  the  Saviour 
is  proposed  to  faith,  while  we  are  in  the  pit  of 
icorruption;  for  Christ  is  made  of  God  unta  us 
both  righteousness  and  strength ;  and  this  every 
renewed  ^oul  is  to  acknowledge.  But  we  must 
be  left  in  this  pit  until  our  supposed  strength 
is  all  gone ;  and  then  it  is  to  be  made  perfect  in 
our  weakness,  or  to  be  all-sufficient,  without 
joining  our  own  arm  to  it,  as  Uzzah  did.  As 
human  aid  fails,  faith  (which  will  stand  on 
nothing  but  the  power  of  God)  will  increase : 
*•  Let  the  weak  say,  I  am  strong." 

When  we  despair  of  all  help  from  our  own 
arm,  and  not  only  see  our  own  weakness,  but 
feel  it ;  and  are  quite  tired  of  striving,  resolv* 
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ing,  or  even  of  thinking  to  succeed^  either  by^ 
watching,  vowing,  or  hoping  to  do  better;  then 
'^  let  him  lay  hold  of  my  strength,  and  he  shall 
make  peace  with  me  ;*'  that  is,  let  him  lay  hold 
of  the  Son  of  Man,  whom  God  made  strong  for 
himself,  and  there  shall  be  an  end  of  the  war,, 
of  strife,  and  of  contention,  and  peace  shall  fol- 
low; for  the  Son  of  Man  h^th  made  peace  for  us. 
Venturing  on  his  arm,  and  trusting  in  his  pow- 
er, are  turning  the. battle  to  the  gate;  "  I  will 
be  a  spirit  of  judgment  to  him  that  sitteth  in 
judgment,  and  of  strength  to  them  that  turn 
the  battle  to  the  gate."  The  gates,  bulwarks, 
and  strong  holds,  were  the  last  resources  of 
besieged  citi2ens,  and  Christ  is  all  these, — the. 
gate  of  life  to  the  righteous — his  salvation  is 
for  walls  and  bulwarks,  and  he  is  the  strong 
hold  of  the  daughter  of  Zipn :  and  those  who 
faint  in  their  own  efforts  will  soon  find  help 
from  the  sanctuary,  and  be  strengthened  out 
of  Zion ;  for  "  he  giveth  power  to  the  faint, 
and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth 
strength."  "  Young  men  shall  utterly  fall 
even  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary:** 
but  ^'  he  that  is  feeble  shall  b^  as  David,  and 
the  house  of  David  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the 
J-ord  before  them." 

Such  language,  and  such  an  experience, 
stain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory;  but  we 
know  that   by   strength  shall  no  man  prevail 
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When  we  get  here  salvation  is  even  at  the 
doors  :  the  heart  is  broken  with  grief  and  dis^ 
appointment,  and  inwardly  wounded  with  sin, 
with  divine  anger,  and  the  assaults  of  Satan. 
But  '^  the  Lord  is  nigh  to  them  that  are  of  a 
broken  heart,  and  sav^th  such  as  be  of  a  contrite 
spirit.'*  O,  what  a  sweet  meeting  is  that,  when 
a  feeble  wprm  and  an  omnipotent  Saviour — a 
condemned  criminal  and  the  Lord  our  righte*- 
ousness^— ^a  perishing  soul  and  a  feast  of  fat 
things— ^an  insolvent  debtor  and  the  surety  of 
the  better  testament — a  sinner  twice  dead  and 
the  resurrection  and  the  life — meet  together! 
What  gazing,  wondering,  admiring,  embracing 
and  melting,  are  there !  The  Saviour's  bowels 
sound,  and  the  sinner's  heart  melts ;  which  tie 
the  nuptial  knot  and  bind  the  perfect  bond, 
which  makes  the  head  and  the  member  one 
spirit.  A  form  of  godliness  lies  only  in  the 
carnal  will,  therefore  called  "  will  worship.'* 
Spiritual  gifts  have  their  seat  in  the  mind  and 
thoughts:  he  meditates  and  thinks;  and,  to 
gain  a  name,  improves  in  these.  But  life  and 
grace  reach  the  conscience ;  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
testifies  of  Christ  there,  and  speaks  pardon, 
peace,  reconciliation,  and  friendship,  and  cries, 
*'  Abba,  Father,"  bearing  his  witness  to  the 
truth  of  all  this  in  that  court  of  equity.  He 
reaches  the  affections,  and  purifies  them,  de- 
throning all  the  idols,  rivals,    and  false    gods 


from  that  chamber  of  imagery ;  and  ravishes 
the  soul  with  the  dying  love  of  the  head  and 
husband  of  the  churclir  Th©' understanding  also 
is  fed  with  knowledge  ;  it  discovers  and  forms 
a  judgment  of  what  the  soul  enjoys^  compar- 
ing spiritual  things,  with  spiritual  —  spiritual 
experiences  with  the  promises.  And  so  the 
soul  grows  in  grace  and  in  knowledge,  and 
b^om^s  th^  plUar  aud  giouoU'  of  what  the 
sacred  recar^s  cQntaijn ;  and  thea  the  l>eliever 
and  the  promi^^s  have  quc  hasia,  tanidy,  tha 
pawei  aod  foithfuUiess,  of  God.  Wh^er^  thesQ 
facuUies  of  the  soul  are  not  touched,  seUgion 
bath  no  root;  and  without  a  irook  the  Ic^iVQs  and 
stock  must  dte,  asiiiothiag  caa  staocl  alone ;— au^ 
gels  could  not — Adam  could  not;  and  to. this 
day  we  see  instances  enough  of  '^  wo  h^  to  him 
that  is  alone  when  he  falleth." 

I  remain, 

Dear  brother  in  the  Lord, 
Ddevotedly  yours, 

W.  HuNTINGTOy. 


&5S 


CCCXLIX. 

August  29^  1805. 

The   troubler  of  Israel    to  his  friend  Isaac  sendeth 
greeting,  with  perfect  peace  and  at  such  a  time. 

BELOVSD, 

1  WISH  above  all  things  that  thou  may  est 
prosper  and  be  in  health,  even  as  thy  soul  pros- 
pereth/'  I  am  fulty  persuaded  that  the  cup  is 
found  in  Benjamin's  sack. — ^A  bitter  cup  it  was 
in  the  hand  of  our  Surety :  sin  and  its  curse, 
wrath  and  death,  were  the  dregs  of  it :  by 
drinking  this  he  tasted  death  for  every  man,  and 
drank  a  saving  health  to  all  nations.  The  pe- 
rishing sinner  receives  it  as  the  cup  of  salva- 
tion, and  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  when 
he  pledges  him  in  it;  and  the  issues  of  death 
call  it  '  The  cup  of  blessings  which  we  bless ; 
is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Christ?* 
for,  as  his  cup  contained  the  curse,  ours  con- 
tains the  blessing:  his  had  wrath,  ours  love; 
his  had  sin,  ours  righteousness  ;  his  had  death, 
ours  life  for  evermore.  The  Lord  is  the  por-» 
tion  of  our  inheritance,  and  of  our  cup;  he 
maintaineth  our  lot.  The  Holy  Spirit,  apply- 
ing this  cup,  and  all  the  contents  of  it,  and 
comforting  us  under  the  enjoyment  of  its  rich 
contents,  gives  it  the  name  of  a  cup  of  conso- 
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lation.  The  blessed  and  most  glorioiii^  effects- 
of  it  at  a  long  run  will  be,  a  swallowing  up 
death  in  victory ;  when  Cod's  love,  his  blessing, 
his  righteousness,  and  his  gift  of  life,  shall  reign 
to  all  eternity. 

These,  these^  my  joy  and  crown^  are  the  in-^ 
valuable  contents  of  the  cup  of  salvation,  which 
makes  a  man  drink  so  as  to  forget  his  poverty^ 
and  remember  his  misery  no  more.     "  Eat,  O 
friends,  drink;  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  my 
beloved."    This  cup  is  the  cup  of  communion  ; 
its  contents  are  communicable :  but  tlien  they 
are  the  comforts  of  iove  that  make  it  spring  up, 
overflow,  and  run  out.     "My  cup,"  says  David, 
"  overflows.'*     And  all  the  accounts  of  it  in 
the  Psalms  are  nothing  else  but  the  overflow- 
ings which  are  handed  down  to  us ;  as  for  the 
cup  itself,  he  kept  that  to  himself,  calling  it 
"  my  cup  ;"  but  all  that  runs  over  the  brim  is 
ours.     He  that  comes  to  Christ,  and  drinks  of 
his  Spirit,  the  contents  of  this  cup  flow  in  with 
the  first  draught,  and  out  of  his  belly  flow  rivers 
of  living  water,  the  mouth  expressing  the  heal- 
ing sensations,  and  the  spring  of  the  heart  at- 
tending the  words  with  its  salutary  refreshings ; 
"  Counsel  in  the  heart  is  like  deep  water,  and 
the  words  of  wisdom  a  flowing  brook."     "  Spring 
up,  O  weH !  sing  ye  unto  it." 

Come,  Isaac ;  let  us  contemplate  this  work 
of  wonders ;  God  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  of 
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living  waters*  Eternal  love  is  a  river  of  plea*' 
sure  flowing  from  that  fountain;  and  in  the 
displays  of  that  love  our  darling,  the  Son  of 
God,  appears ;  and  in  the  manifestation  of  that 
love  to  usy  and  in  us,  the  whole  contents  of 
out  salvation  flow  in ;  and,  as  life  and  love, 
hope  and  joy,  peace  and  comfort,  spring  up, 
so  they  run  out  to  water  the  little  hills  of 
Zion,  while  every  stream  refreshes  the  bowels 
of  the  s^.ints,  and  makes  glad  the  city  of  God. 
P  Zion,  all  my  springs  are  in  thee!  ''a  spring 
shut  up,  and  a  fountain  sealed;''  sealed  and 
4?losed  to  every  rival,  and  to  every  stranger ; 
but  unsealed  to  God,  to  Christ,  and  at  times 
to  all  the  friends  of  the  bridegrooiii. 

Tender  my  respects  to  dame,  and  to  all 
the  holy  brethren — my  countrymen  in  both 
tenses,  wood-rangers  both  of  the  weald  of  Kent 
and  in  the  woods  of  Carmel,  Mich«  vii.  14. 

• 

So  concludes  the  Doctor,  S.  S. 


CCCL. 


Cpcklewood.    Monday  morning. 

X)n  Saturday  last,  on  going  to  bed  at  the  cha-? 
pel,  I  had  a  sharp  fit  of  the  ague ;  and  all  day 
yesterday  a  slaw  fever,  which  made  me  drag 
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heavily  through  the  work.  Last  night  I  re^ 
turned  home;  for  this  complaint,  like  the  old 
man,  is  very  fond  of  nursing.  Infirmities,  my 
beloved,  come  fast  on,  and  every  one  tells  me 
to  prepare  my  stuff  for  removing ;  and  I  am 
by  no  means  inclined  to  put  far  away  the  evil 
day.  The  forerunner  is  gone  at  the  head  of 
the  family,  and  entered  for  us;  faith,  hope,  and 
love,  under  every  comfortable  visit,  have  at 
times  gone  after  him ;  which  shews  that  the 
way  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  is  open,  and  the 
gate  of  life  displayed.  If  these  were  closed* 
no  refreshings  would  come  down;  and,  ifnd 
refreshings  came  down,  no  love,  gratitude,  or 
praise,  could  ascend  up;  for  by  the  way  the 
influence  comes,  by  the  same  the  acknowledg- 
ment returns ;  '*  I  have  set  before  thee  an  open 
door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it."  "  I  am  the 
door ;  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
me."  And  through  him  we  believe  in  God, 
who  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him 
glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope  may  be  in  God. 
At  present  my  best  guests  are  all  at  home ; 
there  is  no  going  nor  coming ;  no  fresh  views 
or  new  discoveries ;  no  faith  or  hope  in  exer- 
cise ;  nor  is  there  any  storm  within ; — all  is 
quiet  and  at  peace  with  me ;  and  yet  I  have  not 
half  the  life  as  when  I  am  at  war.  When  in 
the  midst  of  trouble  my  help  is  nigh ;  when 
oppressed  beyond  measure  I  can  feel  my  strength  ; 
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when  exercised  with  continual  changes  I  can 
clearly  discern  my  sprritual  life,  and  its  mighty 
struggles  against  its  enemies.  But  in  ease  there 
is  no  trouble  to  drive,  no  love  to  draw,  no  ene- 
my to  watch,  nor  any  war  to  exercise  our  wea- 
pons. At  such  seasons  the  devils  sit  in  coun- 
cil  how  and  which  way  to  make  the  next 
attack ;  and  they  often  come  unexpectedly. 
**  So  are  the  sons  of  men  snared  in  an  evil  time, 
when  it  falleth  suddenly  upon  them.*'  But  all 
their  labour  is  vain,  and  themselves  are  pierced 
by  their  own  disappointments.  One  fruit  of 
the  Spirit,  one  single  grace,  is,  in  the  Spirit's 
power,  more  mighty  than  all  the  world,  and 
all  that  is  in  it;  for  "  whatsoever  is  born  of 
God  overcometh  the  world."  Christ  is  the 
head  of  all  fulness,  and  of  all  influence ;  and 
his  incorruptible  seed  is  in  all  his  members, 
which,  with  his  incarnation,  makes  them  so 
many  parts  of  himself,  and  of  his  own  body 
mystical. 

All  the  work  of  the  present  day  is  varnish** 
ing,  polishing  and  decorating  the  old  man, 
which  is  no  more  then  embellishing  the  depravity 
of  nature.  But  God  raises  up  in  us  a  new 
crop ;  his  own  seed,  his  own  grace,  his  own 
life,  his  own  image;  and  he  will  ever  own,  ac- 
knowledge, honour  and  distinguish,  every  graiit 
of  this.  It  is  all  incorruptible,  and  must  for 
ever  live,   and  shall  for  ever  reign.     And  all 
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the  real  union  that  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  sub*- 
sist  between  the  saints,  is  the  divine  energy 
of  this  grace  claiming  kindred  with  the  whole 
mass ;  hence  come  these  mysterious  phrases — 
"  Say"  unto  wisdom,  Thou  art  my  sister,  and 
call  understanding  thy  kinswoman ;"  Prov.  vii. 
4.  This  wisdom  is  nothing  else  but  the  Spi- 
rit's fruits,  James  iii.  17;  and  understanding 
is  the  Spirit's  light;  hence  called  "  the  Spirit 
of  revelation  and  understanding  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ." 

I  hear  that  my  Godfather  has  been  to 
strengthen  the  weak  hands  of  Saint  Andrew, 
at  Marden.  It  is  well  for  him  that  he  makes 
the  law  his  rule  of  life,  or  he  would  be  called 
an  Antinomian.  But  we  milst  not  help  the 
ungodly,  nor  love  them  that  hate  God. 

Pray  tender  my  love  to  all  that  love  the 
name  of  Jesus — ^The  Coalheaver  saluteth  them. 

Dated  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

W.  H.    S.S. 


CCCLI. 

BELOVED, 

1  RECEIVED  thine  with  all  the  love  tokens, 
and  all  the  pleasing  flights  and  heavenly  rap- 
tures, which  are  the  blessed  fruits  and  effects 


of  love  visits ;  the  visits  of  the  irresistible 
and  all-conqueriog  wooer  of  the  sjnfu)  souls  pf 
ineu  :  before  which  no  opponent  or  opposition 
can  ever  maintain  their  standing.  Time  has 
]:^een  when  such  ep:ibraces  and  indi^lgence^s  would 
i)P(  have  sat  well  on  tlie  doctor,  especially  wheui 
Ijkp  Ephrairp,  he  has  been  in  the  dumps.  But 
pow  I  have  so  much  of  the  father  about  miei 
whose  cave  is  to  lay  up  for  the  children,  ^h^( 
I  aip  willing  to  bite  short,  so*  that  they  i^my, 
abound.  Nor  have  I  any  objection  ^q  tlieif 
Hying  ^^  l^i^^»  so  as  ^hey  do  not  bresak  the 
string.  But  you  tell  me  that  it  is  b^I  go^e. 
.  The  following  lesson  puzzled  me  not  a  littl^ 
]iyhen  I  was  a  private  hf liever^  all  th^t  |  gpi% 
I  ate,  I  learned^  marked/ and  in\yardly  ^ig^stQ^ 
and  went  \i^  the  strength  of  my  sweet)  m^^^ 
for  many  days,  even  to  Horeb,  where  bpp^age 
came  on  again,  and  then  I  cried  and  piraye4 
and  watched  and  waited,  till  I  found  myself 
again  at  the  feast  of  fat  things  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Zion;  and  so  I  went  on.  But  now  it 
is  not  so  with  me ;  for,  if  I  get  to  Horeb,  or 
in  the  furnace  of  Zion,  and  am  there  for  three 
whole  weeks,  when  I  quit  my  bonds,  and  return 
in  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  all  the  fulness 
of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  one 
day's  festivity  will  exhaust  all  these  treasures 
both  new  and  old;  we  are  as  the  garden  of 
Eden  before  them  —  full  of  all  good  fruits; 
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but,  wlicn  these  have  got  their  portioii,  aficl 
set  off  with  it,  behind  is  a  desolate  wilderness,^ 
^nd  nothing  escapes  them  but  a  little  salt  in 
the  cruse;  and  until  this  is  again  moistened 
with  dew  it  sends  forth  its  saline  savour  nd 
more.  Thus  death  works  in  us,  but  life  in 
them.  Hence  our  best  provisions  are  fetched 
out  of  the  fire,  as  the  best  wheat  is  ripened 
by  the  heat  of  the  day.  And  in  this  furnace 
are  many  ingredients,  and  of  course  many  de* 
grees  of  heat.  The  darts  of  Satan,  when  he 
is  permitted  to  influence  us  with  hi^un paralleled 
desperation;  and  the  malice  of  his  children, 
when  their  wrath  is  kindled  against  us,  in  which 
pit  of  dry  trees  there  is  much  wood ;  and  the 
breath  of  the  Lord,  by  the  ministry  of  the  word, 
kindles  it;  for  "  every  battle  of  the  warrior 
is  with  confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  iii 
blood;'*  but  our  battles  are  to  be  "  with  burning 
and  fuel  of  fire,  for  unto  us  a  child  is  born ;  *' 
and  he  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword  and 
a  fire.  The  fire  of  the  law  consumes  all  self- 
righteousness,  and  the  fire  of  fatherly  anger 
melts  down  all  self-sufficiency ;  but  the  flames 
of  jealousy  are  the  coals  of  Juniper;  which 
are  intended  for  ricketty  children,  those  at  case, 
or  in  carnal  security;  and  wherever  felt  they 
make  the  bed  too  short  to  stretch  oneself  upon ; 
as  the  fire  of  Sinai  makes  the  covering  too 
narrow  to  be  wrapt  in.    Jealousy  is  a  com- 
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|H>ftition  of  real  love  and  indignation ;  love  to 
the  suspected  lover,  and  indignation  at  the 
supposed  rival;  which  never  can  be  cured 
but  by  the  kiss,  the  robe,  the  ring,  and  the 
$hoes^  Terribly  swelled  has  my  nose  been  with 
this  immoderate  heat  But  now  it  is  down, 
^nd  has  been  for  some  years. 

Let  my  beloved  not  think  of  bringing  forth 
fruit  to  himself;  God  is  glorified  when  our 
fruit  is  put  forth  in  others;  "  Levi  walked  with 
me  in  peace  and  equity,  and  turned  many  away 
from  i.piquity."  And  these  fruits  shall  remain,; 
being  the  fhst  fruits  of  God's  creatures.  Strip- 
ping divine  truth  of  its  false  glosses,  and  setting 
it  forth  in  its  power,  glory  and  majesty^  from 
an  unctuous  experience  of  it ;  preaching  Christ 
from  the  conscience  with  all  his  saving  benefits, 
and  Christ  from  his  throne  (which  is  the  affect 
tions)  in  all  his  grace  and  goodness;  is  raising 
up  the  foundations  of  many  generations:  such 
are  healers  of  the  breach,  and  restorers  of  paths 
to  dwell  in ;  and  the  more  we  labour  in  this 
work,  the  more  will  our  own  health  spring  up, 
which  will  enable  us  to  publish  not  with  grief, 
but  with  the  voice  of  joy,  and  to  compass  his 
altar  with  the  high  praises  of  God  in  our  niduths . 
and  a  two-edged  sword  in  our  hands.  This 
binds  the  old  and  foolish  kings  with  chains, 
and  the  princes  of  hell  with  fetters  of  iron. 

Qo(}  bles^  the  heir  of  promise. 
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CCCLII. 

Dearly  beloved ;  my  son,  the  son  of  my  hopes,  and 

the  son  of  my  vows. 

T  iVE  years  at  least  hast  thou  been  under  a 
school-master,  and  under  tutors  and  governors ; 
and  hast  differed  nothing  from  a  servant,  though 
thou  art  lord  of  all ;  for  all  things  are  ours. 
Many  wholesome,  needful,  and  excellent  lessons 
hast  thou  learnt.  The  impressions  of  spotless 
holiness  have  made  thee  cry  out,  '^  Wo  is  me!" 
Justice  has  made  thee  tremble  ;  terrible  majesty 
has  made  thee  fear ;  and  wrath  has  made  thee 
faint  Immutability  has  rendered  all  thine 
efforts  fruitless,  while  truth  to  the  threatening 
hath  edged  up  (with  thorns)  every  way  of 
escape,  every  view  having  made  sin  exceeding 
sinful.  Thou  hast  compassed  this  mount  long 
enough  ;  God  has  not  set  his  king  on  the  bar- 
ren top  of  Sinai,  but  on  the  holy  hill  of  Zion ; 
and  thou  must  inquire  the  way  to  that  city  with 
thy  face  thitherward.  Sinai  and  Hagar  both 
gender  to  bondage ;  servile  fear  attends  (as  the 
principal  ingredient)  every  fruit  brought  forth 
by  conjunction  with  them :  "  The  motions  of  sin, 
w^hich  are  by  the  law,"  discovered  and  stirred 
up,  ''  work  in  our  members  to  bring  forth  fruit 
unto  death."     Nor  will  pondering  over  and 
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poring  upon  the  old  wound  effect  a  cure. 
Two  things  are  required  under  this  teaching; 
the  flrst  is  **  Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God; 
I  will  be  exalted  in  die  earth."  To  be  still  is 
to  submit,  watch,  and  wait;  and  is  opposed  to 
rebellion,  neglect,  and  haste.  To  exalt  him  is 
to  admire  and  acknowledge  his  greatness,  and 
to  be  less  than  nothing  in  our  own  eyes;  to  feel 
it,  own  it,  and  to  be  debased  iinder  it.  He  will 
be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  you. 
None  want  mercy  but  condemned  and  speech- 
less criminals  at  his  bar.  The  second  lesson 
is — "  If  they  accept  the  punishment  of  their 
iniquity;"  read  Levit.  xxvi.  40,  41,  42,  &C- 
To  accept  the  punishment  is  to  prefer  the  rod 
of  God  to  carnal  ease  ;  to  choose  and  embrace 
the  heaviest  scourges  before  the  pleasures  of 
sin ;  and  to  put  one's  mouth  in  the  dust,  to 
obtain  a  hope  in  his  mercy.  Well — so  it  is.  "  I 
have  spoken  against  Ephraim.'^  For  in  the  law 
God  cannot  speak  in  praise  of  any  one,  all 
having  sinned,  and  come  short  of  this  glory. 
Biit  *'  I  do  earnestly  remember  him  still.*' 
Ephraim  is  to  be  found  in  another  place,  and 
there  is  another  voice  to  him,  which  is  not  a 
voice  of  words. 

**  We  preach  the  gospel  i*atber  than  the  law» 
And  force  ourselves  to  drive,  but  love  to  drawi 
For  letting  down  the  golden  chain  from  high 
Will  draw  a  rebel  ifpward  to  the  skj. 
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To  thifcftta  th6  stobbom  si^iter  oft  is  hvri; 
Wrapt  in  his  crimes,  against  the  storm  prepared^ 
But,  when  the  milder  beams  of  ff.ercy  play. 
He  melts,  and  throws  his  cumbVous  cloak  away. 
Thander  and  ligbtmog — heaven's  artiikry— 
Aa  harbingers  before  Jehovah  fly  $ 
These  best  procl^Jm  bU  skill,  and  disappear ; 
The  stiller  sound  succeeds^  and  God  is  there.** 

And  now,  my  dear  3on — the  son  and  the 
liopes  of  my  old  age — hearken  unto  the  voice 
of  thy  father  ;  thou  hast  made  full  proof  of  th§ 
pnly  rule  of  life ;  here  thou  hast  sowed  much, 
andbrpught  in  little;  toiled  all  night,  and  taken 
nothing.  Death  and  wrath,  guilt  and  filth, 
fear  and  shame,  are  all  that  we  have  got  from 
this  quarter :  now  let  u$  set  our  faces  towards 
mount  Gilead,  where  is  a  heap  of  witnesses ; 
and  then  to  mount  Zion,  and  tliere  is  the  faith-* 
ful  and  true  witness.  The  law,  my  son,  is  in 
the  ark  of  opr  strength,  shut  up  there.  Its 
curse  and  our  transgressions  are  nailed  to  the 
cross;  and  the  magnified  precepts  are  in.  his 
heart,  who  is  tlie  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
ness;.— approach,  look,  long,  hope,  and  expect 
all  grace  here.  No  justice  will  arrest  us,  no 
law  can  curse  us,  in  our  approaches  to  the  mercy 
seat. 

The  four  golden  rings,  at  the  corners  of  the 
ai'k,  are  eternal  mercy  and  eternal  truth,  ever^ 
lasting  righteousness  and  endless  peace,  kissing 
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each  other  in  Christ,  and  helping  in  harmony 
to  bear  up  the  mercy-seat.  The  two  staves 
were  never  to  be  taken  from  it;  one  being 
beauty,  and  the  other  bands.  The  first  is  the  shep- 
herd's crook,  the  latter  the  sovereign's  sceptre. 
The  prophet  stiles  him  both  king  and  shepherd. 
The  crook  holds  and  feeds  us,  the  sceptre  rules 
and  governs  us,  and  holds  us  fast  to  the  laws  of 
faith  and  love,  which  cords  we  never  desire  to 
trast  away  from  us.  This  rod  and  this  staff  must 
comfort  us  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death ;  Why  ? — "  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd ; 
I  shall  not  want;'*  '*  God  is  my  king  of  old, 
working  salvation  in  the  midst  of  the  earth." 
My  shepherd  will  feed  me,  and  my  king,  who 
worketh  salvation,  will  not  let  Satan'  or  death 
reign  over  me  :  "  therefore  I  will  fear  no  evil, 
thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me."  David 
had  been  invested  with  both  these  offices,  and 
therefore  well  understood  both  the  crook  and 
the  sceptre. 

No  speaking  against  Ephraim  here.  Here 
are  words  in  due  season  to  him  that  is  weary ; 
soft  words,  to  break  the  bones;  mercy,  to  melt; 
pity  and  compassion,  to  allure ;  love,  to  enlarge; 
sympathy,  to  make  the  bowels  sound  :  oil  from 
the  olive,  honey  from  the  comb,  water  from  the 
fountain,  wine  from  the  grape,  and  salvation 
from  the  well.  This  is  to  all,  my  dearly  be- 
loved country  folks,  who  are  sick  of  their  owa 
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country.     A  certain  saint  saluteth  them  all  iii 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLIIL 

DEAR   BROTHER, 

With  respect  to  myself,  I  am  tolerably  well 
for  this  time  of  the  year,  when  London  fogs, 
smoke,  damps,  winds,  and  frosts,  operate  upon, 
and  try  the  old  in\^alid.  I  am  now  in  my  fifth 
apprenticeship,  and  near  my  thirty- third  cam- 
paign, and  am  busily  beating  up  for  winter 
quarters;  longing  for  a  cessation  of  arms,  and 
hoping  for  a  general  and  eternal  peace.  Let  us 
fag  on,  and  press  forward,  for  there  is  a  pension 
promised  to  all  good  soldiers,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  fight  of  faith,  and  who  confess  their 
Commander  before  the  sons  of  men.  I  have  of 
late  had  a  deal  of  sharp,  trying  work  on  my 
mind.  Satan  has  been  permitted  to  present 
himself  before  me,  and  to  summon  up  all  his 
allies  within ;  and,  when  the  devil  and  inbred 
corruptions  ar^  suffered  to  form  a  junction,  and 
be  by  his  animation  to  inspire  them  with  fresh 
strength,  courage,  and  vigour,  sad  is  the  case : 
when  renewed  souls  become  the  seat  of  this 
war,  they  see  the  garden  of  Eden  before  them, 


but  behind  them  a  desolate  wilderness,  atid  D6* 
thing  seems  to  escape  them.  And,  though  I 
have  been  long  inured  to  this  war,  all  that  I 
gain  is  light  and  knowledge  to  discern  it,  and 
the  devil's  movements  therein,  so  as  to  describe 
them :  but,  when  I  am  engaged,  and  in  the 
heat  and  height  of  action,  I  can  manage  my 
arms  no  better,  nor  keep  my  standing  no  firmer, 
than  I  could  when  I  was  but  five  days  old* 
But  I  wish  to  put  all  this  in  the  back  ground, 
for  it  isf  the  dark  side  of  the  mount 

There  is  another  king,  and  another  host, 
loyal  and  obedient  to  him,  staunch  to  his  inte- 
rest, and  valiant  in  his  cause;  and  these  shall 
ere  long  rout  all  these  enemies  to  Israel,  who 
pollute  the  sanctuary  of  strength.  When  Christ 
and  his  grace  form  a  junction,  what  a  calm  suc- 
ceeds! When  he  appears  on  the  mountains, 
shines  upon  the  hills,  or  but  discovers  his  inter- 
fering providence  in  the  combats,  which  is  but 
a  glance  through  the  lattice,  how  eagerly  do 
faith  and  hope  go  forth  to  meet  him  ?  and,  if 
one  ray  of  light  darts  forth,  attended  with  a 
glowing  frame,  so  as  to  invite  love  abroad,  shtf 
is  sure  to  bring  him  in.  But  these  divine,  these 
choice  visits,  are  too  great  to  be*  long  enjoyed 
beneath  the  sun.  But  grace  shall  reign ;  every 
grace  implanted  in  the  heart — even  from  fear, 
the  beginning  of  wisdom,  to  charity,  the  bond 
<»f  all  perfectness — shall  reign,  and  utterly 
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tfirpate  the  Canaanites,  till  tlieir  name  be  extinct 
in  the  house  of  the  Lprd  of  Hosts. 

W.  II.  s.  s. 


CCCLIV. 

BELOVED, 

Yours  came  to  hand ;  and  I  thank  you  and  all 
friends  for  their  kind  remembrance  of  me*  It 
is  true,  there  is  a  great  shout  in  tlie  camp  of 
the  Philistines,  but  the  ark  is  not  taken ;  nor 
is,  nor  will,  the  glory  ever  be  taken  from  our 
Israel.  Nameless  letters,  pregnant  with  much 
inward  satisfaction  in  the  souls  of  the  scribblers^ 
are  sent  to  me :  but,  as  there  is  not  the  voice  of 
the  atonement  in  the  heart,  nor  the  witness  of 
the  Spirit  testifying  their  adoption  and  justifi-» 
cation,  this  lamp  of  joy  is  sure  to  go  out;  but 
our  joy,  and  the  ground  of  it,  for  ever  abide. 
We  have  had  proof  of  this  already. 

The  joy  of  the  hypocrite  is  but  for  a  moment: 
but  tliere  is  no  quenching  that  love  that  springs 
from  pardon,  nor  can  that  joy  be  extinguished 
thftt  rises  from  the  Spirit's  witness,  and  the  testi-: 
mony  of  conscience.  There  is  a  great  differ* 
ence  between  secure  and  insensible  nature, 
pleased  and  charmed  with  novelty,  and  the  joy 
•f  tile  Holy  Ghost;  and  between  the  approaches 
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of  a  bridegroom  to  his  bride,  and  the  applsarance 
of  a  judge  to  a  criminal :  "  The  light  of  the 
righteous  rejoiceth;  but  the  lamp  of  the  wicked 
shall  be  put  out/' 

The  sun  of  righteousness  is  the  righteous 
man's  everlasting  light,  his  God  and  his  glory  ; 
and  these  beams  must  for  ever  rest  upon  the 
saint,  being  called  the  light  of  the  righteous; 
and  these  rays  of  Christ,  shining  in  «s  by  the 
Spirit,  will  keep  the  church's  candle  from  going 
out  by  night.  This  to  the  humanity  of  Christ 
M^as  a  joy  that  was  set  before  him — the  Father 
shining  on  him ;  and  ours  is  of  the  same  nature  ; 
"  These  things  have  I  said  unto  you,  that  my 
joy  might  remain  in  yon,  and  that  your  joy  may 
be  full"  "Ask,  and  you  shall  receive,,  that 
your  joy  may  be  full."  The  saint's  joys  spring 
^rom  his  conscience  and  his  affections ;  the  sin* 
ner's  joys  from  the  carnal  mind,  insensible  of 
its  enmity  ;  and  it  is  generally  manifested  by 
some  wild  expressions  and  outward  ges.tures ; 
hence  they  are  said  to  glory  in  appearance,  but 
not  in  heart ;  not  in  conscience,  nor  in  the 
aiFections;  having  never  felt  the  peace-making 
atonement,  nor  the  soul-enlarging  or  souMn- 
flaming  love  of  God.  I  doubt  not  but  maily 
professors  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  town, 
will  get  a  morsel,  and  none  need  it  more  than 
they.  God  satisfieth  the  desire' of  every  living 
thing;  even  devils,  as  well  as  sinners;  **  Dust 
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i&hall  htiht  ^xpttkVu  tMitt;  fatld  byfiiMrrite^i  if 
^tmy  cahfiot  make  a  mea)  off  thd  m^  of  GF(Ml'i 
pi^ple^  ihey  will  of  their  troubles;  btit  this^ 
llk^  the  liioney  of  Jiidas,  must  be  votnited  up 
a^itl.  After  ihuch  shaking,  sifting,  and  tdss^ 
iogi  I  uttk  come  to  an  anchor.  Our  prayers  are 
gone  up,  and  the  answer  h  within ;  nor  do  I 
forget  the  few  that  rest  in  Carmel,  and  sleep  iti 
the  woods.     My  kind  loye  to  all  the  flock. 

£ver  youri^  in  hiin, 

It  •  H.  8.  h» 


CCCLV. 

Dear  Issac^  and  heir  of  promise. 

This  is  the  last  day  of  September.  Next 
Wednesday  noon  I  hope  to  set  off  for  Cran* 
firooky  for  there  is  no  sign  of  better  weather. 
I  shall,  if  God  bless,  be  down  on  Thursday. 
Have  no  objection  to  preach  on  Friday  night, 
if  you  approve.  The  good  word  and  work^  both 
fron)  my  mouth  and  my  books,  do  run,  and  are 
glorified.  This  dissolves  my  soul  to  nothing, 
iftid  is  like  killing  me  with  kindness.  The  more 
weighty  the  cross,  the  more  manifest  the  power. 
Never,  no  never  such  success  as  I  have  had  of 
lat*.  The  wrath  and  rage  of  hypocrite^  and  im^ 
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posters  smoke  with  vengeance ;  but  God  l^ill 
work)  and  use  the  base  to  confound  the  honour^ 
able,  who  receive  honour  one  of  another.  AU 
most  every  day  I  have  some  tidings.  Both 
Providence  and  the  City  chapels  are  crowded ; 
and,  when  I  have  been  absent  for  a  time,  they 
encompass  me  like  bees  at  my  return.  The 
more  my  corruptions  are  harrowed  up,  the  more 
does  grace  appear ;  the  more  I  am  tried,  the 
more  Ufe;  death  works  in  me,  but  life  in  others. 
The  first  flame  kindled  in  mv  soul  was  from 
above;  the  live  coal  was  from  the  altar  of 
burnt  offerings,  and  I  have  long  thought  and 
said  that  it  would  go  through  the  land,  and 
so  it  does ;  "  Every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with 
confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood; 
but  this  shall  be  with  burning  and  fuel  of  fire ; 
fbr  unto  us  a  child  is  bom.*'  The  sound  must 
go  out  through  all  the  earth,  and  the  word  to 
the  world's  end.  I  have  long  observed  that 
sound;  it  is  the  good  and  evil  report  that  is 
spreatd  of  the  preacher,  as  Paul  says ;  "  from 
you  sQtmded  out  the  word  of  the  Lord,  into 
Macedonia  and  Achaia;  your  faith  to  Godward 
is  spread  abroad."  The  clear  sky  sends  out  a 
sound,  tvhen  the  clouds  of  our  transgressions 
arc  blotted  out  **  Bless  the  Lord,  oh  my  soul." 
God  bless  Isaac, 

Th£  CoAItHEAVSH.. 
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cccLvr. 

*  ■ 

t 

1808. 

I  SENT  my  brother  cloth  a  scrap,  but  it  is  lost 
in  a  fog;  no  fruits  tome,  no  returns.  Be  it  so. 
I  stick  to  this ;  that,  of  all  favours,  blessings, 
privileges,  or  indulgences  in  this  world,  a  re- 
conciled God,  smiling  in  the  face  of  the  mercy 
5eat,  attending  to  the  cries  and  groans  of  his 
own  Spirit,  which  at  times  are  breathed  forth  in 
the  language  of  his  own  truth,  coming  up 
through  the  mediation  of  the  only  Mediator, 
perfumed  with  the  odour  of  his  oblation,  and 
smoking  with  the  incense  of  his  abundant 
grace,  as  the  apostle  and  high  priest  of  our 
profession  ; — ^This— this  is  the  most  wonderful 
of  all  indulgences  to  me.  And  here  the  feeblest 
believer  excels  the  most  splendid  professor: 
every  grace  has  God  for  its  father,  and  will 
claim  the  kindred  even  in  the  wliale's  belly, 
in  the  lion's  den,  and  in  a  far  country,  and 
from  among  the  herd  of  swine ;  which  is  what 
refined  nature  cannot  attain  unto,  under  all 
its  embellishments,  and  on  its  highest  pinnacle 
of  prosperity.  The  new  man^  in  all  his  mem- 
bers, features,  parts,  joints,  and  hands,  is  love; 
and  all  its  affections,  actions,  motions,  sensa- 
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tions,  and  operatioDS,  is  life :  this  is  his  incor* 
ruptibility,  and  durability;  the  incorruptible 
seed  liveth  and  abidetb  for  ever.  And  this 
new  creature  is  fed  by  a  smiling  providencei 
by  a  gracious  promise,  by  indulgence  and .  free- 
^ona  in  |>ra{yer,  by  answers  to  prayer,  by  tbt 
presence  of  the  Lord  with  us,  by  deliverance 
from  trouble^  and  by  making  all  things  w^rk 
together  for  our  good ;  but,  above  all,  it  is  fed 
by  fresh  views  of  Christ,  by  the  light  of  his 
qountenance  lifted  up^i  and  the  sweet  opera- 
tions of  the  Holy  Spirit^  producing  humility, 
Qontrition  and  meekness. 

Have  had  some  sweet  accounts  of  late  of 
the  good  work  going  on,  and  of  the  Locd^s 
cause  flourishing  in  my  hands*  The  more  I  am 
h^ted,  the  more  my  success ;  the  ofience  of  the 
cross  is  lu^t  ceased  with  me — I  am  the  subject 
of  a  newspaper,  and  of  a  reviling  magazine: 
but  these  can  never  prevail  against  the  rock 
of  our  salvation,  nor  against  the  material  of 
mount  Zion>*  Numbers  of  strangers,  poor  and 
richv  fk>ck  to  see  and  hear  what  thc^  monster 
can  be,  of  whom  so  much  notice  is  talcen  in 
public  print;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  God 
will  overrule  this,  to  make  me  a  double  savour 
to  himself  in  them. — Farewell !  my  kind  x^ 
spects  to  dame  and  all  the  flock. 

as. 
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CCCLVII. 

Cricklewoodf  Nor.  27,  I8O6. 

I  RZCEivBD  the  ^epistle  of  my  beloved  son,  the 
lietr  of  promise.  It  is  enough ;  my  son  is  yet 
ahve ;  and  my  heart  said,  '*  I  will  go  and  sea 
kirn  before  I  die."  The  bond-woman,  I  fetr 
cei ve,  is  about  to  quit  the  tent ;  and  her  aoa» 
who  is  nothing  bat  slavish  fear,  will  go  out  with 
ber;  for  surely  he  shall  not  be  heir  with  my  son^ 
(ven  with  Isaac ;  for  the  mother  is  nothing  but 
bondi^;  her  ver}*  conception  genders  this^ 
and  the  fruit  of  her  womb  is  servile  torment. 
Cast  them  out;  ''for  the  servant  abideth  not 
in  the  house  for  ever,  but  the  son  abideth  ever ; 
and,  if  the  son  make  you  free,  you  shall  be 
ftee  indeed;  for  we.  are  not  children  of  the 
bond-woman,  but  of  the  free."  /The  better  co» 
venant  suckles  the  heirs  of  promise ;  the  pro* 
mises  are  her  breasts,  consolation  is  the  milk, 
faith  is  the  mouth  of  the  new  man,  the  babe; 
and  ^  let  her  breasts  satisfy  thee  at  all  timest 
and  be  thou  always  ravished  with  her  love." 
And  why  wilt  thou,  my  son,  be  ravished  with 
a  strange  woman,  an  Egyptian,  and  embrace 
the  boson)  of  a  stranger?  for  **  the  ways  of 
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a  man  are  before  the  Lord,  and  be  ponderetb 
all  his  goings."  Let  faith  consider  the  noble 
pedigree ;  "  Now  ^re  we  the  sons  of  God." 
O  the  honour !  Keep  this  father  in  view ;  the 
father  I  say,  ^nd  not  the  master ;  the  fountain 
Df  living  water,  and  not  the  consuming  fire^ 
out  exceeding  great  reward,  and  not  the  in« 
exorahie  Judge,  And  view  him  in  his  cove* 
jiant  made  with' Abraham,  not  in  that  made 
with  Israel ;  dwelling  and  resting  in  Zion,  not 
at  Horeb:;  shining  in  the  face  of  his  darling 
Son,  not  at  the  back  of  Moses,  nor  hid  in  his 
vail ;  shining  out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beau<« 
ty,'  and  not  in  the  dark  pavilion  of  the  law; 
i^ell  pleased  in  Jesus,  and  not  smoking  on 
Sinai;  reconciling  the  world  to  himself,  and 
not  devouring  the  earth  with  the  fire  of  his 
jealousy; 

These  evangelical  prospects  of  faitl^  and 
tliis  propitious  object  of  hope,  thus  viewed,  will 
assimilate,  and  will  change  thee  into  the  same 
image,,  from  glory  to  glory,  and  will  sweetly 
y aft.  thee  .  into  the  arms  of  thy  lawful  mother 
^arah,  and  set  thee  to  nibbling  at  her  breasts; 
and  her  milk  will  soften,  sweeten,  cheer,  revive, 
animate  and  evangelize  thee.  Whereas  Con-^ 
trary  views  to  the  above  are  the  prospects  of 
slaves,  servants  and  hirelings,  who  look  for  the 
Kward.of  their,  work,  and  earnestly  wait  for 
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the  shadow.  And  sure  I  am  that  6ueh  views^ 
taken  ia  the  false  mirror  of  unbelief,  by  the 
deceptive  rays  of  carnal  reason,  betray  thee 
into  the  arms  of  Hagar;  and  sad  ex{>eriene6 
tella  me  that  she  comforts  in  vain ;  for,  being 
in  bondage  and  in  the  flesh,  she  nourishes  the 
flesh;  and  nothing  else^-«self-love,  self-pity,  self-* 
seeking,  and  self-exaltation ;  with  hard  thou^ita 
of  God,  of  Sarah,  and  of  all  the  heirs  of  pro<» 
mise.  Views  of  God,  taken  from  the  law^ 
betray  even  the  heirs  of  promise  into  all  this. 
Therefore  listen  thou,  my  son,  to  the  voice 
of  wisdom ;  **  She  crieth  at  the  gates ;  at  the 
coming  in  of  the  doors  she  uttereth  her  voice ; 
saying,  Hearken  unto  thy  father  that  begat 
thee,  and  despise  not  thy  mother  when  she  is 
old."  Prov.  xxiii.as.  The  voice  of  the  Father 
is  sure  to  be  directed  to  the  sons ;  and  the  Fa- 
ther's vow  to  the  heirs  of  promise  is  in  the 
promises,  which  are  all  yea  an^  amen  in  the 
first*born  of  the  family ;  and  these  are  the 
breasts  of  old  Sarah.  Despise  her  not  though 
she  is  old ;  she  can  bear  and  suckle  too,  though 
she  is  past  age.  ^^  Look  unto  the  rock  whence 
ye  are  hewn,  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence 
ye  are  digged  ;  look  unto  Abraham  your  father, 
and  unto  Sarah  that  bare  you ;  for  I  called  him 
alone,  and  blessed  him,  and  increased  him; 
for  the  Lord  shall  comfort  Zion ;  he  will  com 
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^rt  *ll  Im  ^^Ut  places."   Tkf  oW  ft>»l  of  n 

Caalhe^vflr  hw  been  oyw  all  %hh  groi}ti4  an4 
oocittpiea  muc)i  busiaess  in  these  bitter  wfttffi 
•f  strife. 

Yo^  m^y  read  this  to  thfi  flwk  {  OMBjr  «f 
them  will  find  the^e  i^redienls  in  thisir  bmtti^ 
if  ^Y  (^i^AQt  distinguisb  tbfm  wUJb  tili«ir 
botfls;  for  you  will  ne¥fi?  tec  a  iiitly  qf  citoiK 
Ush  busband,  Qi  a  sqal^ing  Vile»  uvles^  1^99 
be  some  union  with  Hag»r«-T-I^v«  to  ^anact  as4 
tfcU  the  flock. 

'       '  W.  H.  S.  S. 


CeCLVIIL 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

(jTOD  18  good  and  kiqd  ta  me  in  iny  old  b^ 
Tbese  easterly  winds  have  tried  my  breath  not 
a  little,  and  this  complaint  must  get  worse  and 
worse ;  it  is  what  I  have  long  feared,  and  what 
I  have  feared  is  come  opon  me.  But,  though 
this  is  the  real  state  of  the  outward  inan,  yet 
the  inward  man  is  not  in  this  evil  case.  H« 
came  from  the  everlasting  Father's  fuhieos^ 
The  covenant  secures  the  Holy  Spirit  ta  tlie 
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iQSA  diriat  Je^us,  and  to  0II  Im  $eed;  and  thti 
90st  Hply  Spirit,  which  farmeid  the  mm  Qhmt 
IP  thQ  woinby  forms  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of 
glory  i  h^nce  ct^lled  a  new  man,  as  Christ  ia 
G^U^d  a  IMPW  thing.  And,  l>tosised  b«  God^  thia 
inward  man  ba^  got  his  fath^,  his  physiGian^ 
)]is  food  and  hi^  physio ;  and  he  is  renewed  dajr 
by  day ;  and  the  chief  principle  in  this  winder 
(>f  wonderSy  the  most  invaluable  ingredient  in 
Ibiy  new  «aa»  is-^Iife.  Ijet  Isaac  attend  to  this. 

It  ia  a«t  whether  I  am  filled  with  joy,  of 
full  of  comfort ;  it  is  not  whether  tranquillity 
and  uninterrupted  peace  abound  in  me.  But 
whether  the  well  of  living  water  is  springing 
up.  If  it  springs,  it  is  not  declining;  its  spring- 
ing is  its  operation  and  influence,  and  it  ter* 
minates  in  what  I  have  here  asserted — in  life. 
It  springs  up  into  everlasting  life ;  that  is,  a 
life  of  glory.  And  it  never  discovers  itself 
more  than  in  times  of  trouble.  When  every 
graceless  gift,  and  all  natural  joy,  drawn  forth 
by  supernatural  light,  die,  and  wither  away, 
divine  life,  or  the  life  of  grace,  is  the  mast  vi* 
gotous,  and  is  discovered  by  the  keenness  of 
our  fbelings^  by  struggling  under  the  burden ; 
by  pressing  after  God  under  all  discourage- 
ments; by  continuing  instant  in  prayer,  though 
apparently  unsucoessfiol ;  and  by  the  keenness 
of  its  appetite,  for  it  will  eat  gall  if  it  cannot 
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get  honey ;  "  The  full  soul  loathes  the  lioney-i^ 
comb,  but  to  the  hungry  soul  every  bitter 
thing  is  sweet."  Life  is  seen  by  its  diligence 
and  industry :  it  will  master  up  all  its  forces^ 
and  assemble  all  its  evidences  and  tokens,  pro^ 
mises,  deliverances,  enlargements,  revivals,  re* 
xiewals,  refreshings;  and  argue,  plead,  cringe, 
bow  and  sdrape,  watch^  watt,  hope  and  long, 
till  it  be  out  of  breath,  and  black  in  the  face ; 
but  never  withdraw  the  suit,  nor  suffer  the 
cause  to  be  lost.  ^^  And,  if  it  be  not  so  now, 
who  will  make  me  a  liar,  and  my  speech  nothing 
worth?" 

Ever  yours, 

W,  H,  S  .S. 


CCCLIX. 


Feb.  23^  1811. 


To  the  Heir  of  Promise. 

.[  AM  glad,  Isaac,  to  see  the  spring  advancing*. 
My  dame's  crocuses  and  snow-drops  arc  now 
before  me,  shewing  their  gold  and  silver  gaiety* 
But  O !  my  bowels  yearn  to  think  of  a  better 
spring,  an  eternal  day,  where  our  sun  no  more 
goes  down !  All  is  provided,  prepared,  and  pro- 
mised to  us.     Were  it  not  for  this,  with  what 
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reluctance  should  I  leave  this  world !— holding 
fast  '*  till  the  wicked  is  driven  away/*  But  future 
bliss  has  been  so  deeply  impressed  and  so  per- 
fectly realized,  so  fully  experienced  and  divinely 
enjoyed,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  excel- 
lency of  that  better  country,  better  society^ 
and  more  enduring  substance.  To  be  permit^ 
ted  in  this  life  to  converse  with  God ;  to  draw 
life  from  invisibility ;  to  feel  one's  soul  attract- 
ed, allured,  and  pleasingly  drawn;  to  possess 
thousands  of  promises,  deliverances,  love  tokenit 
Imd  first  fruits ;«^and  all  these  to  be  held  in 
laith,  and  couched  in  hope,  as  so  many  sweet 
blanks  to  be  filled  up,  as  notes  bearing  the 
iseal  of  heaven  and  impress  of  faith,  bearing 
eternal  date,  payable  upon  first  sight! — I  am 
lost  in  wonder  !«-»-but  so  it  is. 

Thk  Doctor. 


CCCLX. 

1SQ7, 

I  RECBivEp  my  dear  friend's  letter,  and  am  at 
all  times  glad  to  hear  from  him ;  for  "  I  wish 
above  all  things  that  thou  mayest  prosper  and 
be  in  health,  even  as  thy  soul  prospereth." 
My  nio§t  propitioui^  God  and  Saviour  is  good, 
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tender  and  kiad  to  me;  be  lias  helped  mt 
through  the  additional  work  of  Christmta  widi 
a  high  hand,  and  indulges  my  soul  with  much 
freedom,  boldness,  and  familiarity  with  him  (at 
times),  which  favours  are  highly  priced,  as  they 
settle  all  accounts,  dissolve  all  doubts,  scatter 
dl  fears,  dispel  all  suspicions,  banish  all  jealousy 
and  evil  surmisings,  and  bring  the  heavenly 
couple  together,  more  closely  cemented  in  the 
ties  of  double  union.  And  thus  he  shines  hi  all 
the  unsullied  characters,  of  an  ever-liriBg, 
ever-loving,  and  everlasting  bridegroom,  head 
and  husband  of  poor,  helpless,  hopeless,  and  de^ 
fenceless  souls.  But  the  devil,  that  master  of 
arts,  and,  the  quintessence  of  cunning,  subtil^ 
and  mischief,  has  got  a  very  peculiar  method  of 
ensnaring  the  doctor;  which  is  this:  as  it  is  usual 
for  bitter  to  succeed  the  sweet,  adversity  to 
follow  upon  prosperity,  and  cold  neglect  to 
appear  after  warm  embraces;  the  adversary  be- 
ing up  to  this,  improves  upon  it;  for  Satan  sits 
in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  boils,  burns  and  flames 
in  rage,  all  the  time  that  our  days  of  feasting  arc 
going  about:  but,  when  the  divine  visits  are 
paid,  and  the  glorious  presence  of  the  Lord  with- 
drawn, Satan  returns,  not  with  fraud,  but  with 
double  violence;  and,  finding  access,  (for,  when 
the  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  he  finds  enough 
in  us  to  work  upon)  he  animates  and  moves 
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^ery  corruptioA,  lust,  axkd  eviV  teihpCT^  thjd 
depraved  nature  is  furnished  with ;  under  which 
iftfernal  operation  nothing  that  is  vile,  foul,  fiU 
thy,  rebellious,  stubborn,  inflexible,  revengefu!| 
bitter,  nauseoQs,  grievous,  hard,  or  vexatious^ 
tseape  his  influeDce,  And  upon  this  mbred, 
tlii»  in^afted  crop,  thus  stirred  up  and  put  inta 
BU>tioa,  he  Tocnits  np  his  ovfn  implacable  en^ 
»ity  and  rage,  and  loads  the  poor  soul  with  hi^ 
own  desfiair,  misery,  and  torment ;  by  which  he 
18  for  a  while  eased,  a»d  we  are  filled  with  bit* 
terness.  This  I  have  long  observed^  and  watched 
it  narrowly ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  there  is  one 
sensation  that  the  devil  labours  under,  or  thati 
smokes  in  him,,  but  what  he  makes  us  feel  when 
he  eaa  find  access  to  us,  aild  ftnrm  a  coirjnnctioni 
With  his  own  daughter  sin,  which  dwelleth  in 
us.  Sure  I  ai»  that  his  enmity,  desperation, 
malice,  revenge,  jealousy,  wrath,  rebellion,  blas« 
phemy,  seorn,  derision,  disdain,  pride,  and  con- 
tempt, are  against  the  Most  High  himself. 

Many,  many  a  long  day  and  tedious  hour 
hath  my  soul  burnt,  boiled,  melted  and  smoked 
in  these  flames  of  incurable  jealousy,  desperate 
sorrow,  and  remediless  misery,  which  is  tho 
endless  and  unalterable  lot  of  devils;  and  these 
are  no  less  than  the  snares  of  death,  and  pains 
of  hell.  At  such  times  the  devil  comes  with 
violence,  and  in  a  hurry  ;  for  he  knows  that  it 
IS  but  for  a  short  time ;  and  we  are  cast  into  a 
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hasty  spirit  also ;  sa  that  there  is  no  tinie  at^ 
lowed  to  think,  to  consider,  to  weigh,  or  to 
make  a  judgment  of  any  thing ;  for  all  is  storm, 
violence,  and  confusion :  and  then  the  devil  palms 
all  this  upon  God,  and  sets  rebellion  and  carnal 
enmity  to  work  against  him,  as  if  he  were  the 
author  of  all  this  confusion.  Herein  I  never 
have  to  this  day  been  a  match  for  the  devil;  he 
takes  me  by  surprise,  and  in  this  has  always^ 
foiled  me ;  for,  though  every  succeeding  visit 
from  the  Lord  has  discovered  this  cheat,  and 
proved  the  devil  a  liar,  yet  I  am  still  hur* 
ried  into  this  hellish  trap.  But  how  different 
is  the  treasure  and  the  entertainment  that  the 
Lord  brings,  to  this  destruction  and  misery ! 
In  thirty^three  years'  campaign  I  have  never 
gained  one  complete  battle,  when  attacked  in 
this  defile,  so  as  to  escape  rebellion,  heart-risings, 
and  hard  thoughts  of  God.  • 

Herein  I  have  published  my  own  shame ; 
but  I  am  writing  to  one  engaged  in  the  same 
warfare,  who  will  understand  this  description  of 
Satan's  craft  and  man's  frailty.  God  bless  thee» 
Love  to  dame  and  all  the  flock. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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CCCLXI. 

i8og. 

Satak,  sin  and  death,  have  got  their  allies  in 
diir  depraved  nature,  I  know  by  woful  experi- 
ence; which  are  corrupt  affections,  carnal  en- 
mity and  unbelief ;  and  darkness  and  death  are 
in  all  these.'  But  charity,  a  sound  mind,  and 
faith — these  are  from  above,  and  both  light  and 
life  in  all  of  them.  The  workings  of  these  Lhave 
long  observed;  and  find  in  heavy  and  sharp 
conflicts  such  darkness  and  confusion,  such  a 
hastiness  of  spirit,  heat  of  temper,  and  impa-^ 
tience,  that  I  am  quite  bewildered  and  con- 
founded. And  here  I  lose  sight  of  every  grace, 
and  even  in  prayer  often  observe  that  there  is 
no  going  forth  either  in  faith,  hope,  or  love ; 
all  appear  to  be  inactive;  and  I  have  often 
wondered  that  they  should  lie  dormant  when 
their  exercises  are  so  much  wanted.  *  But  this 
arises  from  my  ignorance.  •  These  are  not  idle 
nor  inactive ;  but  abide  at  home  on  certain  oc- 
casions, to  prop  up  the  heart,  that  it  may  not 
sink  too  low;  "perplexed,  but  not  in  despair;  " 
2  Cor.  iv.  8* 

You  read  of  being  strengthened  by  the 
Spirit's  might  in  the  inward  man.  Faith  Stands 
itt)t  in  man's  wisdom,  but  in  God's  power;  and 
by  that  power  We  are  kept,  through  faith  ;  and 
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if  we  abound  in  hope,  it  is  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  G  host.  The  Spirit's  might  is  our  strength, 
and  this  is  made  perfect,  or  is  all-sufficient,  in 
our  weakness;  and  this  power  is  put  forth  in  the 
inward  man ;  it  works  in  faith  And  id  hope,  so 
that  neitlier  of  these  may  fail,  or  be  borne  down 
or  overcome ;  which  must  not  be,  for  ^^  what- 
soev^  is  bom  of  God  overcomes  the  worlct." 
And  I  have  often  observed  that,  when  tenlpta* 
tion  has  been  so  sharp  as  to  m&ke  me  faint,  yea, 
almost  to  cast  away  my  confidence,  and  to  con- 
clude that  all  was  lost,  and  tl)at  it  was  in  vain 
to  resist  any  longer ;  even  then  I  found  a  firm- 
ness in  the  mind  and  conscience,  that  would 
not  subscribe  to  one  of  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation. And  I  know  that  there  is  neither  the 
sting  of  unpardoned  sin,  the  shame  of  unpurged 
guilt,  the  arrows  of  unappeased  wrath,  the  curses 
Qf  a  broken  law,  nor  the  dread  of  future  judg^ 
ment,  in  all  these  conflicts ;  only  a  fear  of  break- 
ing the  bounds,  and  of  being  plunged  into  the 
great  transgression  :  for  at  such  times,  though 
the  feet  are  almost  gone,  and  the  steps  well  nigh 
filippingp  yet  are  they  not  quite  gone^ 

I  am  writing  to  one  that  will  understand 
me,  when  I  say  that  at  such  times  the  siti  unto 
de^th  is  conceived,  and  Satan  labdurs  hard  to 
bring  it  forth.  Grace,  however,  is  no  idle  speo- 
tbtor  in  thes^  conflicts ;  faith  holds  het  p wn,  hope 
eb&peccs  disli  verance^  and  weare  not  disappointed ; 
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and,  when  the  conflict  is  over,  faith  ventures 
abrqad  in  prayer,  hope  waits  the  returns,  aud 
love  furnishes  the  heart  with  gratitude  to  ap- 
knowledge  the  saving  benefits ;  and  these  aU 
work  best  when  the  dross  is  purged  off.  Hu- 
man resQJutions  and  determinations  are  like 
Sampson's  shaking  himself;  and  poor  Peter's 
vows  only  clog  the  wheels  at  best.  *  This  fur- 
nace work  is  intended  to  make  us  sound  in  the 
faith.  Sinless  perfection,  free  will,  self  righte- 
ousness, universal  grace,  and  universal  redemp^ 
tion,  cannot  live  here ;  a  creature  Saviour,  and 
human  trust  in  him,  are  of  no  use  in  this  fire. 
So  I  write,  and  so  you  believe. 

W.H.  S.S, 


CCCLXII. 

The  Cabin,  Oct.  18,  1803. 

Last  night  I  received  my  dearly  beloved,  bro- 
ther's epistle ;  and  am  glad  at  every  report  of  a 
man  from  Macedonia  calling  for  help.  The  best 
dissenters  are  those  who  are  either  cursed  and 
cast  out  of  the  synagogues,  or  starved  out  of  the 
workhouse;  and  they  are  the  best  saints  who 
have  felt  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  storm,  have 
been  well  soaked  with  a  shower  of  snares  fropi 
VOL.  II.  a  c 


586 

the  mountains  of  Horeb  and  Sinai,  and  embrace 
the  Rock  for  want  of  a  shelter.  The  church! 
the  church ! — Sad  and  foohsh  cry.  The  temple 
of  the  Lord !  the  temple  of  the  Lord  are  these ! 
God  will  stain  the  pride  of  this  glory ;  ''  thou 
shalt  be  no  more  haughty  because  of  my  holy 
mountain."  "  The  voice  said,  Cry!  and  I  said, 
What  shall  I  cry?  All  flesh  is  grass,  and  all  the 
goodliness  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the  field ; 
the  grass  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth,  because 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it;  surely 
the  people  is  grass."  In  one  hour  under  this 
scorching  breeze  all  my  glory,  which  was  my 
shame,  was  blighted,  blasted,  and  dried  up  as  a 
potsherd ;  the  spirit  of  judgment  and  the  spirit 
of  burning  consumed  all  the  hay,  the  straw,  and 
the  stubble,  and  for  ever  excluded  all  boasting 
from  the  coalheaver. 

But  my  poor  brother*s  is  a  work  of  time; 
he  had  a  second  cross-*a  more  refined  good- 
ness ;  but  this  passes  away  as  the  early  dews, 
hot  altogether  in  a  moment.  In  going  to  Jeri- 
cho, he  fell  among  thieves,  who  did  not  quite 
kill  him ;  if  they  had,  he  would  have  been  put 
out  of  his  misery  before  now;  for  ''thy  dead 
men  shall  live."  But  now  he  lingers  on  a  bed 
too  short  to  rest  upon,  and  under  a  covering 
too  narrow  to  hide  either  sin  or  shame!  Shallow 
workmen  are  the  scourges  of  Zion,  and  the 
bane  of  God's  husbandry ;  they  plough  not  up 


the  fallow  ground,  but  sow  among  thorns,  that 
rise  again,  and  overtop  the  worcj,  which  rests 
only  in  the  mind ;  while  the  heart,  the  affec- 
tions, and  the  conscience,  remain  untouched — 
no  deepness  of  earth,  arid  of  course  no  rooting. 
But  God  has  given  more  abundant  honour  to 
that  part  which  lacked. 

Thehuman  heart  is  the  most  wicked  thing  out 
of  hell,  or  under  heaven ;  "  it  is  deceitful  above 
all  things;  in  it  the  devil  reigns,  so  that  sin  and 
Satan  both  dwell  there ;.  but  even  the  heart  is  to 
be  circumcised  to  love  God;  and  here  Christ  is 
to  dwell;  and  dwell  he  does  by  faith,  and  is  here 
the  hope  of  glory.  In  this  the  strong  man 
armed  keeps  bis  court,  his  palace,  and  all  in 
peace;  and  all  blind  guides  and  deceitful  workers 
stand  armed  round  this  dwelling  place  of  the 
king  of  darkness,  to  guard  and  to  keep  him  in 
uninterrupted  possession  !  and  against  every  one 
who  is  armed  to  demolish  this  strong  hold — this 
hole  of  the  asp — they  proclaim  war,  and  iight 
under  Satan*s  banner  against  him.     Is  it  not  so? 

God  bless  thee.  My  love  to  all ;  I  mean  all 
ihe  ragged  regiment.  The  Coalheaver  saluteth 
you. 


%  G  % 
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CCCLXIIt. 

Cricklewood^  Dee.  2,  I8O7. 

My  dear  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  of  debility  and  indisposi- 
tion, especially  in  one  so  young  as  you  are.  We 
are,  however,  tenants  at  will,  and  none  but  good 
King  Hezekiah  could  ever  get  his  lease  renewed 
for  fifteen  years.  But  the  Lord  is  a  strong  rock, 
and  a  house  of  defence  to  save.  And  this  house 
from  above  will  one  day  descend  and  clothe  us ; 
when  this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal  body  shall  put  on  the  shining 
robes  of  immortality;  and  then  all  mortality 
shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life,  when  he  who  only 
hath  immortality  shall  appear,  and  make  all  that 
are  perfect  in  him  to  be  as  their  Master. 

And  now,  niy  dear  fellow  labourer  and  fel- 
low servant,  the  son  of  laughter  and  heir  of 
promise ;  let  me  tell  the  son  of  my  vows  how 
the  old  coalheaver's  head  has  been  at  work  lately, 
and  what  about.  First,  I  have  considered,  ex- 
amined, and  well  weighed  this  mansion  of  bliss, 
which  is  immortality,  light,  life,  love,  and  divine 
glory.  The  Spirit  is  to  change  our  vile  bodies, 
and  thus  to  form  and  fashion  them.  Upon  this 
immortal  and  eternal  garb  I  have  fixed  my 
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longing  eyes,  and  after  the  fmit  of  the  -tree  of 
life  my  mouth  has  often  watered.  This  is  set 
before  us  as  the  ultimate  end.  Then  I  have  in- 
quired after  the  seed  of  this  harvest,  and  what 
are  the  first  fruits  of  this  crop  of  glorious 
immortality.  And  I  find  that  by  the  word 
preached  the  Spirit,  works,  and  sows  a  crop, 
called  incorruptible  seed.  Not  of  corruptible, 
but  of  incorruptible  seed  are  we  said  to  be  born 
again.  Then  I  considered  what  this  seed  is, 
which  produces  the  first-fruits,  and  which  first- 
fruits  secure  the  whole  eternal  crop,  or  harvest; 
when  the  Master  that  sows,  and  the  servants 
that  reap,  are  to  have  their  harvest  supper,  and 
both  are  to  rejoice  together. 

Now  for  the  seed.  1.  Fear;  "the  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  his  treasure."  2.  Life;  called  by 
P^ul  the  life  of  God.  3.  Hope;  to  which  God 
begets  us.  4.  Faith;  which  is  born  of  God,  and 
overcomes  the  world.  5.  Light;  God  is  the 
father  of  these  lights,  and  they  are  children  of 
light.  6.  Pe^ce;  sons  of  peace,  and  our  father 
the  God  of  peace.  7-  Love;  love  is  of  God, 
a,nd  he  that  loveth  is  begotten  of  God,  and  born 
of  God.  S.Joy;  ^' Ask,  that  my  joy  may  remain 
in  you,  and  that  your  joy  may  be  full."  9. 
Holiness;  .God  *^  chastens  us  for  our  profit,  that 
we  may  partake  of  his  hoHness.^'  JO.  Truth; 
truth  in  the  hi^lden  p^irts,  which  is  adoring  the 
divine  veraeity  of  God,,  and  hating  hypocrisy. 


11.  Wisdom;  which  is  embracing  Christ  in  our 
affections.  12.  Knowledge;  which  is  now  in 
part  obtained,  but  in  heaven  perfected.  Whe- 
ther I  am  cold  or  hot;  dry  or  moist;  bound  or 
at  large;  lively  or  dead;  active  or  dormant j 
forward  or  reluctant;  my  continual  work  and 
only  means  are,  constant  prayer  and  watching 
thereunto;  against  which  Satan  bends  his  bow 
with  all  his  might. 

I-ove  to  dame,  and  all  the  holy  brethren. 

W-H.  S.  S. 


•  ■'■■■m         m 


CCCLXIV. 

DEAR   FRIEND,  1810. 

« 

1  OURS  came  to  hand ;  but  I  have  little  time  to 
answer  it,  as  I  write  much  to  poor  Jenkins,  who 
is  going  apace  off  this  stage ;  and  the  nearer 
he  comes  to  his  end  the  weaker  his  conflicts  are, 
and  the  more  powerful  the  visits  of  his  God. 
I  know  not  how  to  vent  the  contents  of  my 
heart,  for  his  unparalleled  kindness  to  my  poor 
brother  and  most  faithful  friend.  Many  there 
have  been,  and  still  are,  who  have  said,  and  do 
say,  that  there  is  no  help  for  him  in  his  God. 
But  such  are  physicians  of  no  value*;  they  have 
never  walked  Zion's  hospitals.  Vessels  of  wood 
and  of  earth  are  not  in  the  furnace  like  those 
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of  gold  and  silver;  and  therefore  know  nothing 
of  the  thoughts  of  the  Lord,  nor  do  they  under- 
stand his  counsel.  My  faithful  and  beloved 
friend  is  coming  to  the  grave  ^s  a  shock  of  corn 
fully  ripe,  ascending  thp  mo\*r  in  due  season, 
blessed  bp  God.  By  thp  presence  of  God  I  un- 
derstand not  his  omnipresence;  for  the  divine 
jipmensity  and  omnipresence  fill  heaven  and 
Cj^rth,  and  cannot  be  contaiped  in  either,  Sonie-r 
times  it  signifies  his  special  presence,  as  a  God 
in  covenant,  being  ahvays  in  the  household  pf 
God,  and  of  faith:  frop  this  CV»n  was  banished, 
but  not  from  th^  former.  God's  presence  with. 
tJhechurcl)  is  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
^^  \yhitber  ^hall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit,  whither 
jBhall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?"  The  Spirit  of 
Cod  came  upon  Saul,  but  not  in.to  |iim,  tp 
renew  and  sanctify  him.  Af  jasf  hie  left  him, 
?ind,  "an  evil  spirjt  ffom  the  1/ord  came  upon 
Saul." 

When  David  was  auointec]  by  Samuel,  the 
Spirit  came  upon  D^vid  from  th^t  day  forward, 
God  of  his  mercy  saved  David,  by  the  washing 
qf  regeper^tiqn  and  renewing  of  the  HolyQhost,. 
^hese  are  the  sure  mercies  of  David,  found  in 
all  their  fulness  in  David's  son,  Jesus,  and  pro- 
mised to  all  the  seed  royal.  This  is  the  supi  of 
David's  psalm;  "  for  his  mercy  endqreth  for 
eycf."    This  is  God>  mercy,  and  God's  cove^ 
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liant,  confirmed  by  bath:  To  this  he  alludes; 
"Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?"  Go  where 
I  may,  this  power,  this  arm,  this  right  hand 
shall  lead  me  and  hold  me.  And  all  the  ap- 
proaches, discoveries,  visitations,  or  withdraw- 
ings  of  the  Saviour,  are  perceived,  felt,  and 
enjoyed  by  the  operation  of  the  Spirit,  For, 
if  under  a  lively  discourse  Christ  is  set 
forth,  as  is  our  face  in  a  glass,  so  that  we, 
looking  through  a  glass  darkly,  behold  as  in  it 
the  glory  of  the  Lord;  our  changing  into  the 
same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  is  by  the  Spirit 
©f  the  Lord.  He  takes  of  the  things  that  are 
itiine,  says  Christ,  and  shews  them  unto  you; 
and  he  shall  glorify  me.  The  blessed  work 
of  the  Spirit  is  to  lead  souls  to  rest  satisfied, 
contented,  and  delighted,  in  the  death  of 
Christ,  ancl  in  the  love  of  God,  discovered 
and  displayed  in  the  gift  of  Christ;  first,  as 
a  sacrifice  for  us;  and,  secondly,  as  a  cove- 
liant  to  us.  The  tabernacle  pitched  in  the 
land  of  promise,  was  a  type  of  the  Saviour's 
tabernacling  in  our  nature;  and  Israel's  deliver- 
ance from  bondage  was  a  type  of  ours,  from 
being  under  the  law.  Their  journeyings,  a 
figure  of  our  wanderings  when  blind  in  a  state 
of  nature.  But  Moses,  being  a  partaker  of.  the 
Spirit,  and  knowing  Christ  for  himself,  got  th« 
Mbstance  short  of  the  promised  land ;  "  My 
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presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  I  will  give  thee 
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My  lameness  continues,     God  bless  thee. 

Thi  Coalubaver. 


CCCLXV. 

I  THANK  my  friend  for  his  letter.  The  text  in 
it,  from  Hannah's  speech,  served  me  for  a  text, 
and  two  long  discourses  were  delivered  from 
it;  and  poor  Jenkins,  who  was  deaf  in  the 
morning  when  he  rose,  heard  better  than  he 
ever  did  bdfore,  both  for  comfort  and  establish- 
ment. Were  it  not  for  a  littlis  salt  in  this  city, 
1  should  call  it  the  place  where  Satan's  seat  is, 
atid  all  the  suburbs  the  tents  of  Kedar;  but 
there  are  a  few  names,  a  remnant,  even  in  this 
Sardis.  Some,  who  now  think  of  losing  me, 
begin  to  feel  the  loss  will  be  greater  than  they 
expected,  and  confess  I  was  never  so  dear  to 
thetn  before,  .few  know  the  worth  of  the  re- 
freshings of  the  sanctuary  till  they  are  confined 
in  Gath,  and  then  the  swallow  and  the  sparrow 
are  better  off  than  they  are. 

I  have  lately  been  favoured  with  somef  un- 
common seasons :  first,  cold^  dry,'  barren,  hard^ 
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sullen,  and  shut  up ;  then  tliawed,  moved,  melt<» 
ed,  enlarged,  and  drawn  out  to  an  uncommon 
degree;  and,  if  sensations  and  motions,  persua- 
sions and  expectations,  are  allowed  to  speak,  it 
has  appeared  as  if  heaven  vl/zs  in  motion  for  me, 
and  my  enemy  at  the  last  gasp  of  hope,  before 
his  hope  gives  up  the  ghost;  when  he  will  find 
such  a  fall  as  will  never  be  attended  by  a  risings 
again;  and  such  a  shutting  up  as  admits  of  no 
opening.  "  To  hitn  that  is  joined  to  all  the 
living  there  is  hppe;"  but,  when  malice  and 
Hatred  cut  that  joint,  desolation  and  endless 
barrenness  follow !  ^*  they  that  hate  Zion  shall  be 
desolate/'  This  is  the  true  criterion  of  the 
serpent's  seed,  and  an  evident  token  of  perdi- 
tion, 

O  how  sweet  is  the  knowledge  of  salvatfon 
in  times  of  trouble!  what  a  blessing  j&  the 
throne  of  grace;  and  how  great  the  privilege, 
how  ijreat  the  benefits!  I  now  learn  that  the. 
mouth  is  the  door  of  the  heart.  When  the 
heart  is  shut  up  in  unbelief,  the  mouth  is  dumb,, 
-without  petition,  and  without  reproof;  but, 
when  the  heart  is  enlarged,  the  mouth  is  open; 
**  O,  ye  Corinthians"  (says  Paul)  "  our  mouth 
is  open  unto  you,  our  heart  is  enlarged;**  for  it 
is  "  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh."  This  shews  me  what  the 
Lord  means  when  he  says,  "  Behold,  I  stand  at 
the  door  and  knock ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voicei^ 
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and  open  the  door/'  &c;  and  again,  "  Open  to 
me,  my  sister;  it  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved 
that  knocketh,  saying,  Open  to  me"  Confess, 
p>ay,  and  bring  out  ail  thy  grief  and  trouble; 
which  is  the  only  way  of  casting  a  burden  on 
the  Lord.  Remember  me.  I  long  to  see  you, 
and  hope  soon  to  come. 

Ever  Yours, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


CCCLXVI. 

T  HAVE  much  longed  to  see  my  old  friend,  but 
am  shut  up  and  cannot  come  forth.  I  agi  tied  by 
the  leg,  and  cannot  get  free,  having  many  loads 
of  hay  cut  down,  and  continual  rains  to  keep  it 
in  the  field,  which  confines  at  home  both  man 
and  horse.  I  have  for  some  time  been  in  the  fur- 
nace, perceiving  the  indignation  that  is  levelled 
at  me.  Seldom  do  I  meet  with  a  company, 
whether  male  or  female,  but  I  am  singled  out 
for  sport  to  these  uncircumcised.  And,  if  I 
happen  to  be  going  up  tl.e  hill  in  bondage  or 
bitterness,  I  cannot  refrain  from  either — from 
the  rod  of  Moses,  nor  from  the  curses  of  mount 
£bal.  But  we  have  no  woods  in  London,  and 
9f  course  no  she-bears.     4t  other  times  I  can 
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scarcely  forbeair  laughing,  to  see  the  devil  look 
through  their  eyes,  and  give  me  a  hellish  grin, 
by  the  use  of  his  children's  teeth.  I  am  much 
resigned  under  my  present  cross;  but  there 
are  times  when  the  ease  of  scorners,  the  pride 
of  the  contemptuQus,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
wicked,  gall  me  to  the  quick.  Had  these  pre-, 
sumptuous  sons  any/celing,  they  could  not  sin 
with  so  high  a  liand,  nor  set  their  mouths 
against  the  heavens.  But  we  must  return 
hither,  and  abide  in  the  covert  till  the  waters  of 
a  full  cup  be  wrung  out. 

My  heart  is  wonderfully  propped  up,  while 
the  devil  continues  a  raging  storm  upon  my 
mind.  .  And  how  clearly  do  I  distinguish  be- 
twecn  the  mind  and  heart.  Man  may  be  fully 
piersuaded  in  his  own  mind;  but,  if  the  law  of 
fiiith  doth  not  reach  the  heart,  that  is,  the  con- 
science and  the  affections,  the  heart  will  sink. 
The  atonement,  the  sentence  of  justification, 
and  the  love  of  God,  must  be  brought. into  the 
court  of  conscience  before  the  heart  can  be 
fixed.  With  the  heart,  or  conscience,  man 
believes  unto  righteousness;  faith  purifies  the 
heart,  and  works  by  love.  These  three  things 
will  keep  the  lamp  burning  with  love,  and  blaz- 
ing with  joy.  Christ's  righteousness  is  a  light, 
and  his  salvation,  or  pardoning  love,  a  lamp 
that  burnetii.  But  all  the  glee,  or  joy,  that 
nature  can  produce  by  the  novelty  of  the  wordj, 


'  397 

fluency  of  the  preacher,  or  beauty  of  the  pro- 
mises of  God,  and  dying  love  of  Christ,  are  of 
no  avail;  sin  lying  at  the  bottom  undiscover- 
ed, neither  searched  up,  nor  brought  forth. 
The  midnight  cry  alarms  and  awakens  con- 
science; sin,  unpardoned,  rises  up;  shame  and 
fear  follow  ;  and  these,  working  at  the  bottom, 
produce  an  expectation  of  wrath,  whereat  all 
natural  joy,  and  all  flushes  of  joy  received  by 
the  word,  must  go  out.  All  joy  (except  that 
which  Christ  calls  his,  and  which  is  the  joy  of 
the  Holy  Ghost)  must  die  when  sin  springs  up^ 
and  wrath  flows  in. 

I  am  satisfied  that  all  heattrsearchings  and 
•  rein-tryings,  all  the  scum,  filth,  dregs,  lees, 
dross,  tin,  and  reprobate  silver,  stirred  up, 
.  exposed  to  view,  and  that  bring  on  such  self- 
loathing,  are  intended  to  purge,  to  purify,  and 
to  make  clean,  sound,  and  whole  at  the  bottom. 
And  my  soul  now  knows  that  this  work  was 
performed  in  me  at  the  first,  and  she  has  labour- 
ed to  keep  it  in  sight  and  to  enjoy  it  ever  since. 
And  glad  has  my  soul  been  when  Monday  has 
come,  that  I  could  spend  a  whole  day  in  the 
cabin  at  Providence  by  myself,  free  from  all 
business  and  all  company.  Indeed  I  have  often 
told  God  that,  if  he  was  to  send  all  the  ancient 
and  eminent  saints,  as  apostles  and  prophets, 
together  with  all  the  angels  of  light,  down  from 
heaven,  and  give  .me  leave  to  spend  a  day  with 
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them,  I  would  soonen  be  alooe  by  myself,  with 
a  distant  view  of  his  lovely  majesty,  and  a  feel- 
ing sense  of  his  dying  love*  But  these  glimpses 
are  transient,  these  induigencies  hard  to  be 
obtained,  and  all  his  visits  momentary,  and 
always  succeeded,  either  with  barrenness  in  the 
pulpit,  deadness  in  the  study,  or  straitness  at 
tlie  throne;  the  banquetting-house  and  the 
banner  are  behind.  Nevertheless  there  is  some 
sweetness  and  some  relief  in  seeking,  and 
short  commons  make  every  bitter  thing  sweet; 
and  keep  one  more  than  dead  to  this  world, 
where  the  devil  reigns  and  rules,  and  where 
every  one  that  escapes  his  snares  is  sure,  to  fall 
a  prey.  How  clearly  do  I  see  Satan  and  his 
seed! 

.  God  bless  thee;  thanks  for  remembering  me. 
Love  to  dame  and  all  friends. 

W.  H.    S.  S. 


CCCLXVII;- 

Cricklewoodj  July  7j  1 80S. 

On  Saturday  last,  when  going  to  bed  at  the 
chapel,  I  had  a  sharp  fit  of  the  ague,  and  all  day 
yesterday  a  slow  fever,  which  made  me  drag 
heavily  through  the  work.  Last  night  I  re- 
turned home;  for  this  complaint,  1  ke  the  pld 
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man,  is  very  fond  of  being  nursed.  Infirmities, 
my  beloved,  creep  on  apace,  and  every  one  tells 
m'e  to  prepare  my  stuff  for  removing;  and  I  am 
by  no  means  inclined  to  put  far  away  the  evil 
day.  The  forerunner  is  gone  at  the  head  of  the 
family,  and  entered  for  us.  Faith,  hope,  and 
love,  under  every  comfortable  visit,  have  (at 
times)  gone  after  him;  which  proves  that  the 
way  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  is  open,  and  the 
gate  of  life  displayed.  If  these  were  closed  no 
refreshings  could  come  down;  and,  if  no  refresh- 
ings come  down,  no  love,  gratitude,  or  praise 
could  ascend  up.  By  the  way  wherein  the  in- 
Hueace  comes,  by  the  same  the  acknowledgment 
returns.  **  I  have  set  before  thee  an  open  door, 
and  no  man  can  shut  it;"  "I  am  the  door;  no 
man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  And 
*'  through  him  we  believe  in  God,  who  raised 
l)im  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him  glory;  that 
our  faith  and  hope  may  be  in  God." 

At  present  my  best  guests  are  all  at  home; 
there  is  no  going  nor  coming,  no  fresh  views, 
x)T  new  discoveries,  no  faith  or  hope  in  exercise; 
nor  are  there  any  storms  within;  all  is  quiet 
and  at  peace  with  me ;  and  yet  I  have  not  half 
the  life  as  when  I  am  at  war:  when  in  the 
midst  of  trouble  my  help  is  nigh.  When 
oppressed  beyond  measure,  I  can  feel  my 
strength.  When  exercised  with  continual 
changes,  I  can  clearly  discern  my  spiritual  life. 
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and  it8  mighty  struggles  against  its  enemies. 
But  in  ease  there  is  no  trouble  to  drive,  no  love 
to  draw,  no  enemy  to  watch,  no  war  to  exercise 
our  weapons.  At  such  times  the  devils  sit  in 
council,  to  devise  how  and  which  way  to  make 
the  next  attack,  and  often  come  unexpectedly ; 
'*  So  are  the  sons  of  men  snared  in  an  evil  time, 
when  it  falleth  suddenly  upon  them."  But  all 
their  labour  is  vain,  and  themselves  are  pierced 
by  their  own  disappointment.  One  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  one  single  grace,  is,  in  the  Spirit's  power, 
more  mighty  than  all  the  world,  and  all  that  is 
in  it:  for  "  whatsoever  is  born  of  God  over- 
cometh  the  world."  Christ  is  the  head  of  all 
fulness,  and  of  all  influence;  and  his  incor- 
ruptible seed  is  in  all  his  members,  which,  with 
his  incarnation,  make  them  so  many  parts  of 
himself,  and  his  own  body  mystical. 

The  chief  work  of  the  present  day  is  van- 
nishing,  polishing,  and  decorating  the  old  man, 
which  is  no  more  than  embellishing  the  de- 
pravity of  nature.  But  God  raises  up  in  us 
a  new  crop;  his  own  seed,  his  own  grace, 
his  own  life,  his  own  image ;  every  grain  of 
which  he  will  ever  own,  acknowledge^  honour, 
and  distinguish.  It  is  all  incorruptible,  and 
must  for  ever  live,  and  shall  for  ever  reign. 
And  all  the  real  union  that  ever  did,  or  ever 
will  subsist  between  the  saints,  is  the  divioe 
energy  of  this  grace  claiming  kindred,  with  tbe 
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whole  mass;  hence  those  mysterious  phrases^ 
"  Say  unto  Wisdom,  Thou  art  my  sister;  and 
call  understanding  thy  kinswoman;"  Prov.  vii.  4- 
This  wisdom  is  nothing  but  the  Spirit's  fruits, 
James  iii.  17;  and  understanding  is  the  Spirit's 
light;  hence  called  "the  spirit  of  revelation 
and  understanding  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ !" 

I  hear  that  my  godfather  has  been  to 
strengthen  the  weak  hands  of  saint  Andrew  at 
Marden.  It  is  well  for  him  that  he  makes  the 
law  his  rule  of  life,  or  he  would  be.  called  an 
Antlaomian.  But  we  must  not  helpr  the  un^ 
godly,  nor  love  those  that  hate  God.  Pray 
tender  my  love  to  dame  and  the  family,  and  to 
all  that  love  the  name  of  Jesus.  The  Coalheaver 
saluteth  them. 

Dated  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXVIII. 

September  21,  1789. 
DEAR   BROTHER, 

1  HiN£  epistle  and  Mary's  came  both  to  hand; 
but  I  am  not  a  little  busied  about  making  my 
nest  to  suit  me  :  doing  and  undoing,  contriving 
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and  altering,  are  the  daily  employ  af  us  all  bX 
at  present. 

I  always  believed  that  God  would  make  Mr. 
Jenkins  a  blessing  to  Lewes  sooner  or  later,  and 
an  able  minister  of  the  New  Testament;  but 
God's  times  are  with  himself,  and  he  will  be 
waited  for,  and  waited  upon,  by  those  that  seek 
him.  Those  are  desperate  cases,  and  incurable 
to  all  other  physicians,  that  Jesus  loves  to  un* 
dertake;  for  he  knows  that  such  patients  wilt 
give  him  all  the  glory,  and  not  suffer  a  rival  to 
rob  him,  as  is  too  often  the  case  when  and  where 
the  wounds  of  sinners  are  slightly  healed,  with 
a  cry  of  peace,  peace,  before  the  chastening 
hand  of  the  Father  makes  us  feel  the  need  of 
peace,  and  before  the  Mediator  speaks  it.  But 
God's  eleqt  shall  never  be  deceived;  deception 
never  works  effectually  only  in  them  that  perish. 
In  all  God's  chosen  the  Spirit  of  life  maintains 
a  restlessness,  a  disquietude,  and  an  appetite 
that  wants  something,  which  something  must 
be  had.  Besides,  the  holy  Spirit  works  and 
stirs  up  jealousy,,  suspicion,  and  fear,  that  all  is 
not  right,  aud  much  distrust  about  it,  and  about 
the  treachery  of  the  human  heart  And  be  will 
lead  us  to  try,  to  judge,  and  to  suspect,  the 
ministers  that  we  hear;  and  will  give  us 
satisfaction  under  those  by  whom  Christ  doth 
not  speak;  but  will  shew  us  that  they  contra, 
diet  those  longings,  hungerings,  burdens,  dis- 
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tr^sfei,  knd  the  sight  add  ^tn^e  <>i  sin  that  be 
gives  us,  and  the  anointing  that  we  have  rfe- 
fe^i*6d,  which  proves  that  they  arfe  only  in  the 

God  would  not  let  poot  Jenkins  be  deceived 
to  the  end,  but  stripped  him  both  of  his  profes- 
fession,  add  of  his  assumption  of  the  ministerial 
office.  And  he  will  by  degrees  strip  you  of  all 
that  is  not  from  him,  and  then  bring  better 
things  to  the  heart.  The  former  is  the  work 
before  him,  and  the  latter  the  reward  that  is 
with  him.  But  you  *  cannot  attend  to  the  word 
spoken/  It  is  God's  work  to  circumcise  the 
ear,  stay  the  mind,  captivate  the  thought,  pre- 
pare the  heart,  and  create  the  fruit  of  the  lip. 
Pmy  for  either;  be  constant  and  watchful;  and 
importunity  shall  most  assuredly  carry  the 
poitiU  My  en<imies  are  dying  daily ;  they  are 
ready  to  swoon  in  the  streets,  and  send  me 
letters  containing  such  desperate  abuse  as  would 
make  you  laugh  to  read  them.  Notwithstand- 
ing which  I  ride  in  my  own  coach,  while  they, 
grinning  like  dogs,  are  obliged  to  trudge  on 
foot.  Surely  these  are  they  that  return  in 
the  evening,  make  a  noise  like  a  dog,  and  go 
round  about  the  city;  who  wander  up  and  down 
for  meat,  and  grudge  if  they  be  not  satisfied : 
but,  alas,  they  can  only  go  round  about  the 
dty,  for  they  cannot  go  into  it;  prejudice  bars 
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them  out,  and  nothing  but  the  love  to  the 
brethren  can  let  them  in. 

Tender  my  kind  love  to  Mary;  accept 
thanks  for  all  favours,  and  let  me  beg  a  visit  to 
see  my  new  habitation. — ^God  bless  thee,  so 
says, 

W.  H,  S.  S. 


CCCLXIX. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy 

Your  cordial  and  kind  reception  of  me  and 
my  friends  when  at  Lewes,  was  so  hearty  and 
affectionate,  that  I  am  constrained  by  gratitude 
to  inquire  after  your  welfare,  and  to  wish  you 
the  happy  enjoyment  of  the  best  of  blessings. 
Thaty  my  dear  friends,  which  cheers  the  heart, 
ennobles  the  mind,  comforts  the  soul,  and 
makes  every  temporal  bitter  sweet,  and  every 
temporal  burden  light;  that  which  will  enable 
us  to  reflect  with  composure,  and  to  look  for- 
ward witli  joy,  peace,  and  courage;  is  a  believing 
view  of  a  dear  Redeemer,  and  a  comfortable  ex- 
perience of  his  great  atonement  and  everlasting 
righteousness.  His  precious  blood  has  a  voice 
both  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  speaks  in  both 
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better  things  than  that  of  Abel.  In  heaven  it 
answers  the  demands  both  of  law  and  justice, 
and  proclaims  the  book  of  God's  remembrance 
cancelled ;  and  on  earth  it  speaks  pardon  and 
peace  to  the  sinner's  conscience. 

While  the  perfect  robe  of  his  own  righteous- 
ness,  and  his  invaluable  obedience  to  the  law,  are 
to  us  imputed,  and  by  faith  put  on,  the  soul  has 
a  covering  which  renders  it  as  the  curtains  of 
Solomon,  all  fair,  and  without  spot,  before  the 
King  of  kings :  then  the  divine  Bridegroom  re- 
ceives his  bride  in  the  wedding  garment,  which 
he  wrought  out  for  her;  and  in  this  shall  she  be 
brought  to  the  King,  as  inraiment  of  needle- work, 
and  gold  of  Ophir,  and  shall  enter  into  the  king's 
palace.  O,  blessed  wedding  day!  when  "the 
Lord  shall  descend  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice 
of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God;" 
when  those  who  died  in  faith,  and  rested  in 
hope,  shall  rise  to  meet  him;  while  he  displays 
his  beauty,  and  she  awakes  in  his  likeness !  He 
in  all  the  majesty  of  deity,  and  she  in  the  shin- 
ing robes  of  immortality!  He  to  be  admired  in 
all  that  believe;  and  she  to  celebrate  his  high 
praises  for  ever  and  ever !  Then  let  this  only 
and  all-sufficient  covering  be  sought,  as  the 
garment  of  salvation.  In  thrs  Paul  wished  to 
be  found,  and  this  white  raiment  Christ  counsels  i 
us  to  buy  of  him,  that  we  may  be  clothed,  and 
that  the  shame  of  our  nakedness  should  not 
appear.    This  robe  is  promised  to  faith,  and  is 
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upon  all  that  believe ;  it  is  both  satisfactory  and 
all-sufficient;  "  They  that  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  shall  be  filled."  "The  effects 
of  it  are  peace  and  assurance;  "  the  effect  of  righ- 
teousness shall  be  peace  and  assurance  for  ever." 
But  why  is  it  qaUed  the  garment  of  salvation? 
Because  co^idemnation  can  have  no  power  over 
them  that  have  got  it  oh ;  this  is  the  righteous-^ 
ness  of  the  law  fulfilled  in  us;  and  the  law  is 
not  made  to  condemn  a  righteous  fnan.  Neither 
satan  nor  the  world  can  condemn  such  a  soul ; 
for  "  it  is  God  that  justifiethj  who  is  he  that 
condemns?"  It  is  our  title  to  the  kingdom; 
**  whom  God  justifies,  them  he  also  glorifies," 
This  robe  answers  and  silences  all  the  demands 
and  accusations  of  law/  satan,  and  conscience; 
and  shall  answer  for  us  in  time  to  come.  Then 
let  us  live  up  to  our  glorious  privileges,  and 
set  our  affections  above,  where  our  treasure  is. 
Christ  "  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom,  righ- 
teousness, sanctification,  and  redemption;"  and 
as  such  appears  now  in  the  presence  of  God  for 
ns.  Let  us  not  pore  over  the  depravity  of  our 
own  nature  till  we  forget  both  the  remedy  and 
the  great  physician.  This  is  living  too  low; 
our  hope  is  within  the  vail,  and  our  forerunner 
is  therein  for  us  entered. 

I  hope,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  go  on  to 
seek  the  pearl  of  great  price,  coveting  earnestly 
the  best  gifts.  Let  not  the  cares  of  this  life 
swallow  up  a)l  the  thoughts  of  a  better;  for  this 
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i$  not  our  rest^  it  is  polluted,  and  God  has 
ordained  a  better  rest  for  his  children,  that  they 
inay  rest  from  their  works  as  Gdd  did  from  his 
-«»rest  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  uninter* 
rupted  peace,  fulness  of  endless  joy,  solacing 
in.  everlasting  love,  and  a  full  satisfaction  of 
divine  pleasures  for  evermore. 

Beloved,  fare  you  well!  may  you  both  be 
found  in  the  Saviour's  yoke,  ornamented  with  a 
meek  and  quiet  spirit;  decorated  with  faith| 
hope,  and  charity;  enrobed  in  the  Saviour's 
vest;  girt  with  the  girdle  of  truth,  with  oil  in 
the  vessel,  and  the  lamp  in  a  bla2e,  waiting  for 
the  Son  of  Man.  Adieu,  while  I  remain,  in  the 
bonds  of  truth  and  love, 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  Huntington. 


CCCLXX. 

Feb.  23,  1790. 
My  dear  Brother  in  Christ, 

I  THANK  you  and  Mary  for  her  kind  favour,  it 
came  at  a  season  when  I  was  very  ill,  weak  and 
low,  and  was  obliged  to  be  confined  to  the  tent, 
or  else  to  ride  upon  the  baggage  waggon;  being 
too  hoarse  to  give  the  word  of  command,  and 
too  feeble  for  the  field  of  action ;  and  on  my 
recovery,  after  fourteen  day's  fasting  and  absti- 
nence, the  savoury  meat  was  sweet  unto  me. 
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attd  I  thank  you  both  for  it  '^  In  the  day  of 
trouble/'  says  God,  "  call  upon  me,  and  I  will 
deliver  thee."  '  He  doth  not  mock,  disappoint 
nor  deceive  poor  sensible  sinners,  with  an  empty 
promise  or  a  fruitless  invitation.  What  he  says 
Is  in  faithfulness,  truth,  and  sincerity.  A 
broken  cistern,  or  a  barren  wilderness,  he  never 
was,  nor  ever  will  be,  to  them  that  seek  him. 
But  he  loves  wrestling,  fervour  and  earnestness 
in  his  people;  importunity,  restlessness,  bold«- 
ness,  and  a  determination  to  take  no  denial, 
please  him.  His  elect  cry  (in  soul)  day  and 
night,  and  '^  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth 
violence,  and  the  .violent  take  it  by  force/' 
Besiege  this  throne  with  pleas,  arguments,  and 
strong  resins,  according  to  his  own  word  and 
invitation;  "  Come,  let  us  reason  together." 

Plead  guilty,  treacliefous,  deceitful,  un- 
stable, unthankful,  uuhuniblc,  ungrateful,  re-* 
J^ellious,  backsliding,  and  uuworthy:  and  then 
plead  what  he  has  done  for  others  in  such  circum- 
stances, and  what  he  has  promised  to  do  in  such 
cases;  and  how  he  has  set  others  l^efore  us  for  an 
e:jcample  of  his  clemency,  and  for  the  encouf 
ragement  of  tliosc  that  shall  believe  on  him  to 
life  everlasting.  Plead  the  undertakings  of 
Christ,  his  fiqished  work  ami  office  characters, 
his  appointments  and  promises.  An  hunger 
and  thirst  after  him,  a  longing  eye  fixed  on 
him,  4  dfep  sense  of  our  need  of  him,  and  a 
(lis^atisfactiqn  with  every  thing  short  of  liim, 
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are  things  that  touch  and  move  him.  Tell  hin»' 
also  of  bis  own  sufferings  and  bitter  criear 
in  his  distress;  and  follow  it  up.  He  is  an 
high  priest  that  can  be  touched  with  the  feel* 
ings  of  our  infirmities;  he  is  tender  hearted, 
sympathetic,  and  grieved  for  the  afBictions  of 
Israel.  He  may  for  a  time  seem  as  if  he  was  in' 
the  hinder  part  of  the  ship,  asleep  upon  sL 
pillow;  as  though  he  stood  behind  the  walls 
peeping  through  the  lattice;  or  as  if  he  and  his 
children  were  all  in  bed,  and  he  could  not  rise 
to  give  us  three  loaves  though  we  are  crying  at 
his  door  till  midnight:  yet  even  then  importu- 
nity will  move  him  to  rise,  and  give  us  as  many 
as  we  need, 

I  write  from  experience ;  I  have  tried  him, 
and  he  hath  sorely  tried  me;  and  yet  we  make 
a  shift  to  hang  together  to  this  day :  and  sure  I 
am  that  I  cannot  mend  myself;  and,  as  he  came 
to  save  sinners,  I  do  not  know  where  he  can 
mend  himself,  for  there  never  was  a  worse 
wretch  than  I  am.  We  cannot  do  without  him : 
and,  as  he  makes  us  know  that  we  are  lost,  and 
he  came  to  save  those  that  were  lost,  so  he 
cannot  do  without  us;  for  he  must  see  of  the 
travail  of  his  soul,'  and  bring  many  sons  to 
glory.  Without  him  we  can  do  nothing;  and 
without  such  as  we  are  what  could  he  do? 
If  there  are  none  sick,  what  has  the  physician 
to  do?  if  none  wounded,  therq  can  be  none 
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to  bind  up;  and,  if  no  debtors,  the  suretyship 
i^ndertakings  must  be  in  vain.  If  no  strayed 
sheepy  nothing  for  the  seeking  and  gathering 
shepherd  to  do. 

Q,  my  brother,  be  of  good  cheer !  Arise^  he 
calleth  thee!  Give  my  love,  not  to  Mary  as 
visual,  but  to  Martha  with  her  much  serving, 
«nd  much  care.  The  Lord  be  with  you  both, 
is  the  hearty  prayer  of,  dear  friends, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXI. 

April  10,  1798. 
Dear  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

GrAAC£  and  peace  be  multiplied.  Nothing  but 
labour^  and  other  engagements,  have  been  the 
causes  of  my  long  silence.  You  complain  of 
darkness,  confusion,  and  want  of  recollection* 
These,  my  dear  brother,  always  go  before  light, 
peace,  and  the  Spirit  promised ;  who  is  to  bring 
all  things  to  our  remembrance  which  the  Lord 
hath  spoken  to  ns.  The  grass  must  wither, 
^nd  the  flower  fade,  when  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  bloweth  upon  it;  but,  when  the  crop  of 
corruption  which  we  reap,  by  sowing  to  the 
flesh,  is  blasted  and  witheired,.  the  Holy  Spirit 
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irill  cause  a  better  crop,  namely,  joy,  righteous* 
ness,  peace,  end  praise,  to  spring  up ;  ami,  after 
that,  sowing  to  the  Spirit  will  produce  the  har» 
vest  of  everlasting  life.  All  the  time  that  God 
discovers  to  us  our  vileness,  ignorance,  empti- 
ness, weakness,  and  foolishness,  the  work  is  go* 
ing  on ;  working  we  must  be  before  Christ  can 
be  all  in  all  to  us.  His  strength  is  not  made 
perfect  but  in  weakness ;  his  wisdom  is  dis** 
played  in  fools;  and  the  honour  of  adopting 
grace  is  put  forth  in  the  base  things  of  this 
world.  Dust  and  ashes,  a  worm  and  no  man, 
foolish^  and  like  a  beast  before  him — must  be 
our  debased  state  before  he  lifts  the  poor  out 
of  the  dust,  and  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill^ 
to  set  them  among  the  princes  of  his  people, 
and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory. 
God  is  uncasing  thee ;  he  is  purging  off  a  little 
of  that  legal  pride  and  stiff  formality  that  cleave 
to  thee,  but  which  can  well  be  spared:  and, 
when  patience  hath  had  its  perfect  work,  he 
will  cast  thee  into  a  better  mould,  and  form 
thee  more  for  himself,  that  thou  mayest  shew 
forth  his  praise. 

Thou  art  too  legal,  my  dear  brother,  and  art 
expecting  those  things  in  thyself  as  welcomers 
to  invite  Christ,  which  Christ  when  he  comes 
brings  with  him,  to  make  himself  welcome  to 
ns;  '^  His  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  be* 
fore  him,"    When  be  comes  to  deliver  us  from 
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bondage^  fear,  distrust,  unbelief,  hardness  of 
heart,  distress  and  misery — faith  and  fulness^ 
humility  and  love,  pardon  and  peace,  righteous- 
ness and  strength,  godly  sorrow  and  repentance, 
all  flow  in,  and  flow  out  to  together;  I  mean, 
they  flow  into  the  heart,  and  out  to  God  in 
exercise,  altogether.  We  are  not  to  expect 
that  every  child  of  God's  convictions  and  trials 
are  of  the  same  degree  or  duration.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  law  is  to  discover  our  sins,  bring  us 
in  guilty,  stop  our  mouths,  curse  us,  and  leave 
us ;  and  when  this  is  done  Christ,  who  is  the  end 
of  the  law,  seeks  and  saves  us,  being  lost  and 
in  a  perishing  state;  and  he  is  as  sure  to  quicken 
as  the  law  is  to  kill  us. 

"  It  is  written,  and  they  shall  be  all  taught 
of  God.  Every  one,  therefore,  that  hath  heard 
and  hath  learned  of  the  father,  cometh  unto 
me,  and  he  that  cometh  i  will  in  ho  wise  cast 
out."  The  text  here  alluded  to  is  this;  "  Blessed 
is  the  man  whom  thou  chastenest,  O  Lord,  and 
teachest  out  of  thy  law,  that  thou  mayest  give 
him  rest  from  the  days  of  adversity,  till  the  pit 
be  digged  up  for  the  wicked."  God's  chasten, 
ing  consists  in  his  rebukes,  reproofs,  reflections 
of  wrath,  anger,  terror,  the  lashes  of  conscience, 
temptation,  &c.  To  teach  him  out  of  the  law, 
is  to  make  him  see  his  sins  and  God's  holiness; 
and  to  give  him  rest,  'is  to  lead  him  to  Christ, 
that  he  may  rest  satisfied  in  his  dying  love  and 
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finished  work.  And  is  this  man  blessed  ?  Thent 
blessed  is  the  man  that  submits  to  it,  and  pa- 
tiently bears  it.      .  . 

Come,  my  d^?ir  brother,  take,  courage  j  he 
of  good  cheer  i  Christ  loves  sensible  sinaers. 
still,  and  still  receives  them,  and  eatjs  with, 
them.  The  whole,  the  rightequa,  the  pure, 
the  wise,  the  prudent,  the  discerning,  the  secure, 
and  them  that  are  at  ease,  have  nothing  for  him 
to  do;  not  one  covenant  character  that  he  sus- 
tains can  reach  them.  What  can  a  physician, 
a  saviour,  a  surety,  an  advocate,  a  counsellor,  a 
leader,  a  prophet,  or  a  priest,  do  for  them  ?  We 
are  the  men,  my  brother,  who  are  burdened  with 
sins,  and  stuffed  with  fleshly  desires  :  to  die  and 
purge  from  the  former,  and  to  destroy  the  works 
of  the  latter,  were  the  principal  fends  of  his 
manifestation  in  the  flesh.  In  thy  present  state, 
expose  thy  conscience  to  the  light ;  seek  him 
constantly  in  private  prayer;  confess  the  worst; 
plead  every  promise  and  invitation  held  forth 
to  such  cases  ;  and,  above  all,  the  merits  of  the 
Saviour;  and  then  watch  his  hand  and  wait  pa*- 
tiently,  for  God  telleth  thee  that  this  is  good. 
*'  It  is  good  that  a  man  should  both  hope,  and 
quietly  wait  for  the  salvation  of  the  Lord" 

I  have  at  present  a  young  person  sick  in  my 
house — a  farmer's  daughter  from  Bedfordshire; 
after  she  is  gone,  and  the  hurry  of  your  busi-, 


il4 

ness  is  a  little  over,  I  wish  yott  to  oomt  «p  sdl 
spend  a  week  with  me. 

I  must  beg  a  thousand  pardons  for  my  long 
stlence ;  but  hope  never  to  serve  thee  so  again. 
l^ho«ild  be  very  glad  to  have  a  line.  Tender 
my  kind  love  to  the  troubler  of  Israel,  (yon 
know  who  I  mean,)  and  accept  the  ^n^e  from 

Yours  very  affectionately  in  the  Lord, 

W.  HUNTINOTON^   S.S. 


CCCLXXII. 

Aug.  11,  i7ga 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

GrRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  thee,  through 
the  glorious  medinm  and  great  channel  of  all 
divine  conveyance  to  poor  sinners.  When  I  was 
at  Bolney  I  dreamed  that  I  stpod  in  my  back 
yard,  and  saw  my  house  fall  down  to  the  ground: 
and  it  surprised  me  that  I  should  not  be>  in 
ttie  least  concerned  about  it.  At  my  return  I 
was  informed  by  my  landlord  that  he  was  goings 
to  sell  tl)€  house ;  which  at  first  displeased  me 
not  a  little,  as  my  work  lies  heavy  chiefly  on 
my  head  and  heart,  A^thout  the  additional  load 
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of  house  hunting  and  moving,  especially  now 
in  my  old  age  ;  besides  the  disagreeablene&s  of 
having  people  all  day  long  coming  to  view  the 
premises.  However,  the  blessed  Master,  whose 
I  am  and  whom  I  serve,  may  make  even  this* 
work  for  my  good,  though  so  unworthy  of  iU 
I  have  taken  a  farm  about  three  miles  beyond 
where  I  now  live,  on  the  same  road,  with  forty- 
one  acres  of  excellent  meadow  land,  on  a  stiff 
clay  ground,  with  an  excellent'  dwelling  to  it; 
plenty  of  garden  ground,  and  out  offices  of 
every  description :  from  which  perhaps  I  may 
never  remove  till  I  am  escorted  to  my  long 
home,  and  then  there  will  be  but  one  removal 
more,  as  after  that  our  appointed  and  long 
promised  abode  will  be  for  ever  fixed ;  "  for 
that  land,"  says  God,  "  shall  not  be  sold  for 
ever,  for  the  land  is  mine,  and  ye  are  sojourners 
and  dwellers  with  me." 

I  expect  to  be  appraised  in  next  week, 
though  I  do  not  intend  to  remove  till  the  en- 
suing spring.  I  think  two  good,  able  horses 
will  do  my  work,  as  it  is  but  a  short  distance  to 
carry  the  hay,  except  in  harvest ;  and  the  same 
horses  will  be  able,  in  an  old  coach,  to  draw  my 
family  to  town  once  a  week,  it  being  not  quite 
four  miles  to  the  stone's  end.  Moreover,  I  in- 
tend to  keep  a  good  strong  saddle  horse,  to 
work  in  harness  occasionaljy,  and  to  carry  me 
when  I  am  sent  to  bear  tidings. 
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Wonderful  are  the  works  of  God.  The 
good  Shepherd  went  before  me  in  this  provision 
ere  he  put  me  forth  from  my  present  situation. 
I  am  often  in  a  strait  to  know  which  is  great- 
est— his  undeserved  mercies,  or  my  own  unpa- 
ralleled ingratitude  and  infidelity.  A  poor  de- 
spised wretch  I  am,  and  thousands  are  grieved 
that  I  should  have  food  and  raiment,  and  that 
God  should  suffer  me  to  crawl  upon  the  earth ; 
yet  he  seems  determined  to  make  me  a  gen- 
tleman, though  many  are  already  dying  with 
envy  at  the  sight  of  my  present  situation  in 
life.  What  then  can  be  expected  from  my  next 
advance  but  immediate  ^eath  ?  May  I  not  say 
that  "  the  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inherit- 
ance and  of  my  cup;  thou  maintainest  my  lot; 
thou  spreadest  a  table  before  me  in  the  midst 
of  mine  enemies ;  my  cup  runneth  over.*' 

Many  wearisome  steps,  and  grievous  con- 
sultations, will  my  enemies  take  and  hold  upon 
this  change  of  things;  they  will  walk  round  the 
walls  of  my  house  and  grudge,  not  being  satis- 
fied ;  and  in  the  evening  return  again  and  grin 
like  a  dog.  They  will  guess  at  the  rent,  cast 
up  the  sum  given  for  the  fixtures,  calculate  the 
profits,  cast  up  the  out-goings ;  and,  like  San- 
ballat  and  Tobiah,  despair  of  seeing  the  abhorred 
of  their  souls  either  in  gaol  for  debt,  or  his  seed 
begging  bread.  These  know  not  the  thoughts 
of  the  Lord,  nor  do  they  understand  his  coun- 
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sels;  while  we  have  the  promise  of  this  life  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come;  for  *^  godliness  with 
contentment  is  great  gain  ;''  when  their  bodily 
exercise  without  the  heart  profiteth  little;  and 
it  is  because  they  neither  feel  their  need,  nor 
hunger  for  the  better  fare;  and,  what  is  worst 
of  all,  they  hate  them  that  God  has  sent  to 
break  the  bread  of  life  to  them.  My  love  to 
dame,     God  bless  thee, 

\v.  u.  s.  s. 


CCCLXXIII. 


Oct.  8,  ij'ga. 


BELOVED  BROTHER, 

1  STILL  entertain  a  desire  and  hope  of  shortly 

seeing  thee  in  town,  to  take  thine  abode  for  a 

few  days  with  me,   as  my  hurry  and  unsettled 

state  are  now  nearly  over. 

My  soul  has  been  zealously  drawn  forth  to  the 

Lord  God  of  Hosts  for  his  unparalleled  mercy 
« 

for  this  our  poor  island,  that  has  long  waited  for 
his  law,  and  been  long  blessed  with  it.  I  must 
shortly  preach  from  this  text,  **  I  gave  Egypt 
for  thy  ransom."  O  the  wonders  of  my  God! 
and  O  his  love  to  the  small  remnant  that  is  left  I 
He,  that  spared  Sodom  for  the  sake  of  fiVe, 
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iiavcs  Britain  also  for  the  sake  of  those  few  that 
are  poor  in  spirit.  And  the  boasting  wretch, 
who  could  make  Christ  his  jest,  and  any  reli- 
gion his  tool;  he  that  was  to  command  the 
army  of  England,  and  pitch  his  camp  on  Ep- 
ping  Forest — is  now  starving  in  the  land  of 
Ham,  and  we  are  rejoicing  in  his  destruction ; 
"  So  let  thine  enemies  perish,  O  Lord,  but  let 
them  that  love  thee  be  as  the  sun  when  he 
goeth  forth  in  his  strength." 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  my  friends 
have  given  me  a  coach  and  a  pair  of  horses, 
which  has  made  the  jacobins  almost  mad  ;  the 
newspapers  ring  with  my  equipage,  and  even 
the  abjects*  come  about  me.  But  God  spreads 
me  a  table  in  the  midst  of  mine  enemies  ;  he 
anoints  my  head,  and  my  cup  overflows  :  and 
he  still  protects  old  England  for  our  sakes ;  and 
the  adversaries  of  our  nation  and  religion  are 
falling,  dying,  and  perishing;  for  the  hour  of 
temptation  has  entangled  them,  so  that  **  they 
cannot  deliver  their  souls,  nor  say,  Is  there  not 
a  lie  in  my  right  hand?  "  And  O  how  good  has 
God  been  to  us,  in  not  suffering  us  to  be  caught 
in  that  awful  snare  ?  for  I  believe  that  all  those 
professors  who  are  hardened  in  it  will  never  get 
rid  of  that  spirit,  either  in  this  world  or  the 
next;  it  must  terminate  in  blaspheming  God, 
who  exposes  all  their  plots  and  counteracts  all 
their  desires^  aims,  and  wishes*    But  blessed  be 
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» 

my  God,  who  told  me  upon  my  bed,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  this  was  the  hour  of  tempta- 
tation,  and  he  shewed  me  the  evil  spirit  that 
was  gone  forth  into  the  world  ;  and  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  that  those,  who  kept  thp 
word  of  liis  patience,  were  by  him  kept  from 
being  taken  in  this  snare. 

Beloved,  fare  thee  well !  my  kind  love  to 
Mary  and  all  friends  ;  while  I  remain, 

Ever  yours  in  faith  and  affection, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXIV. 

Nov.  3, 1798* 

Dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  companion  in  the 
path  of  tribulation,  and  fellow  subject  in  the  king- 
dom and  patience  of  Christy 

xlow  dost  thou  go  on  this  cold  weather?  How 
doth  the  Lord  deal  with  thee?  Doth  he  assem- 
ble thy  thoughts  together  to  seek  and  follow 
him?  Will  he  suffer  no  rival  in  thine  affections 
to  be  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  ?  The  Lord  our 
God,  whose  name  is  Jealous,  is  a  jealous  God;  and 
will  suffer  us  to  have  no  other  god  besides  him ; 
and  it  is  well  for  us  that  he  will  not.  "  From* 
all  your  filthiness  apd  from  all  your  idols  will 
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I  cleanse  you.*'  And  bless  his  glorious  majesty^ 
so  he  does,  and  that  by  many  stripes,  bitter 
draughts,  bitter  reflections,  bitter  sighs,  bitter 
groans,  and  bitter  conclusions ;  bitter  prospects, 
bitter  imaginations,  and  bitter  reproofs :  but  he 
remembers  mercy,  which  sweetens  every  purg- 
ing draught ;  "  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bit- 
terness, and  a  stranger  intermeddleth  not  with 
his  joy." 

The  light  of  truth  discovers  our  inward  de- 
pravity; "  Whatsoever  maketh  manifest  is 
light."  The  force  of  truth  reproves  and  re- 
bukes for  it ;  "  All  things  that  are  reproved  are 
made  manifest  by  the  light  which  doth  appear." 
Thus  truth  discovers,  smites,  and  wounds ;  but 
mercy  attends  the  Saviour's  countenance,'  and 
every  propitious  look  dissolves  and  removes  the 
load;  "  By  mercy  and  truth  iniquity  is  purged," 
and  "  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  from 
evil."  These  inward  workings  of  the  Spirit 
upon  the  poor  sinner's  mind  prepare  him  for 
the  reception  of  heaven's  best  gift.  Light  and 
divine  displeasure  discover  and  wound  for  sin  : 
the  sentence  of  the  law  and  conscience  make 
me  wish  that  I  was  righteous,  which  is  hunger- 
ing after  righteousness ;  and  a  wounded  spirit 
longs  for  quietude  and  rest;  "Take  his  gar- 
ment that  is  surety  for  a  stranger,  and  a  pledge 
of  him  for  a  strange  woman."  The  best  surety 
is  Jesus;  the  best  garment  his  righteousness; 
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tbe  best  pledge  his  Spirit,  which  i^  the  earnest 
of  our  inheritance ;  and  the  strange  woman  is 
the  Gentile  sinner,  which  was  both  a  stranger 
and  foreigner.  The  blood  of  the  surety  can- 
cels the  debt,  and  justifies  us  from  all  future  de- 
mands of  justice:  it  is  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
nant which  secures  both  the  grace  and  glory- 
promised  ;  hence  **  the  ransom  of  a  man's  life 
is  his  riches,  and  the  poor  heareth  not  rebuke." 
The  ransomer  is  the  portion  of  the  believer ; 
and  he  that  is  rich  in  Christ  is  poor  in  self;  and 
this  poverty  is  the  mark  that  secures  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling ;  and  so  it  follows,  "  Blessed 
pre  the  poor  in  spirit" — that  is  the  mark — "  for 
theirs  is  the  kinsrdom  of  heaven, "—that  is  the 
prize.  And  it  is  the  poor  in  spirit,  and  no  other 
character  iq  God's  book,  that  heareth  not  re- 
buke, 

But  before  the  honour  of  adoption  is  humi- 
lity; and  nothing  but  the  rod  of  God's  anger, 
and  the  interposition  of  his  love,  can  humble 
us :  "  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chastenest, 
O  Lord,  and  teachest  him  out  of  thy  law ;  " 
^^  blessed  is  the  man  that  cndureth  temptation ; '' 
**  blessed  is  he  that  hungereth  after  righteous- 
ness ; "  and  "  blessed  is  (he  as  well  as)  she  that 
believf  th,  for  there  shall  be  a  performance  of 
what  }s  told  her  from  the  Lord ; "  for  "  as  many 
as  are  of  faith  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abra- 
ham ;*'  and  **  God  has  chosen  the  poor  in  spirit 
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rich  in  faith ;  **  which  brings  in  another  pro- 
verb, namely,  "  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  it 
maketh  rich,  and  he  addeth  no  sorrow  with  it." 
All  sorrow  takes  its  rise  from  sin,  not  from 
grace. 

My  poor  little  wool-birds  are  charmingly, 
and  my  heart  loves  them  :  we  admit  them  to  a 
stack  of  rowen,  and  all  they  can  draw  out  with 
their  teeth  is  their  own. 

Your  poor  aged  mother  has  hung  heavy  upon 
my  mind  at  times  ever  since  I  saw  her,  and  my 
soul  has  travailed  in  prayer  for  her  with  many  tears. 
She  is  a  sinner,  and  Christ  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  any  but  sinners;  he  is  too  rich  and  we  are 
too  poor  to  be  copartners.  I  believe  she  is  on 
the  list.  She  had  lost  the  sandy  foundation,  and 
was  washed  from  it,  and  only  wanted  the  Rock 
pointed  out  to  her,  which  she  soon  saw  and 
caught  at.  I  am  at  a  point  about  her,  and  have 
no  doubt  but  her  end  will  be  peace.  1  must 
confess  that  those  who  have  kept  her  in  legal 
bondage  have  been  robbers — robbers  of  God  and 
of  his  family;  for,  if  they  keep  me  in  chains, 
they  rob  me  of  God's  love;  and,  if  I  continue 
imder  wrath,  they  rob  God  of  my  praise.  But 
enough  of  this,  seeing  I  am  an  Antinomian. 

Am  sorry  that  you  and  your  brother  did  not 
understand  my  letter  about  the  sheep,  when  I 
told  you  that  I  should  imitate  the  woman  of 
Samaria,  who  put  carnal  and  earthly  construe* 
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tions  upon  every  good  word  which  the  Saviour 
spoke.  I  received  your  dame's  letter  yesterday 
and  must  beg  my  kind  love  to  her,  and  to  your 
brother  and  sister,  earnestly  hoping  that  I  never 
shall  be  suffered  to  sin  in  ceasing  to  pray  to 
God  for  the  salvation  of  all  your  souls.  God 
Almighty  bless  you;  so  prays  the  worst  of 
sinners,  and  the  greatest  of  all  monuments  of 
mercy, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


;"» 


CCCLXXV. 

1798. 
BELOVED  BROTHER, 

.The  essence  of  herbage  and  the  two  watermen 
came  safe.  Many  thanks  for  so  many  favours 
to  so  unworthy  and  so  much  despised  a  wretch 
as  me.  I  shall  never  be  able  ta  make  any  re- 
turns, as  my  motto  must  appear  in  my  arms, 
which  is  pride  and  poverty.  There  is  a  needs- 
be  for  the  latter  to  counteract  the  former. 

1  must  tell  you  a  little  of  the  goodness  of 
our  God  to  me,  as  such  things  serve  to  encou- 
rage others,  I  was  at  no  small  expense  in  re- 
moving, and  had  nearly  thirty  pounds  to  pay 
for  bricklayer's  and  carpenter's  work  when  I 
caipe  here,  besides  paying  rent  for  my  last  house 
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till  next  Lady-day.  Some  time  ago  the  Lord 
did  most  wonderfully  bless  me  with  his  presence 
in  private,  insomuch  that  my  soul  melted,  and 
I  wept  by  the  hour  over  his  undeserved  mercy, 
coily  putting  his  favours  from  me,  as  the  worst 
of  all  sinners.  Soon  after  this  the  devil  was 
suffered  to  come  and  set  every  debt  before  me 
continually;  and  he  stirred  up  unbelief,  hi? 
best  friend,  to  confirm  all  he  said;  and  then 
preached  up  honesty  to  me,  in  paying  my  debts, 
together  with  the  immortal  hatred  of  my  ener 
niies,  my  folly  in  coming  here,  the  eyes  that 
were  upon  me  for  evil,  &c,  &c.  While  king 
David  put  me  under  this  harrow,  and  made  me 
pass  through  this  brick-kiln,  I  had  just  as  much 
as  I  could  bear  up  under;  but  I  gave  myself 
unto  prayer:  and  that  best  of  friends,  that 
heavenly  dove,  that  sweet  Comforter,  did  so 
help  my  infirmities,  and  make  intercession  for 
me,  that  I  appeared  as  formidable  before  the 
throne  as  an  viny  with  banners  in  the  field. 
He  furnished  me  with  plea  upon  plea,  suit  upon 
suit,  argument  upon  argument,  promise  upon 
promise;  and  attended  them  with  faith,  fervour, 
and  energy;  and  I  could  appeal  to  him  that  I 
was  fully  bent  against  the  house,  and  prayed 
against  it ;— ;but  here  I  am  1 

After  I  had  been  a  few  days  at  this  blessed 
wprk,  Mr.  B.  told  me  I  should  be  sharply  tried, 
J3ut  I  toW  hiioi  thj^t  I  ^hould  havp  relief:  I  had 
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it  then  in  faith,  and  should  soon  have  it  in  hand. 
Just  afterwards  a  person  put  two  guineas  into 
my  hand;  after  which  a  lady  gave  me  five 
pounds,  another  brought  me  ten;  and  the  next 
day  a  gentleman  gave  me  thirty-five  pounds 
iBore !  this  killed  me  quite,  and  I  sought  where 
to  weep.  God  will  make  me  live  by  faith,  that  I 
may  preach  faith;  and  nothing  shall  I  have 
without  prayer,  that  I  may  try  what  prayer  can 
do^  and  so  make  full  proof  of  it,  and  enforce  it 
upon  others.  But  again:  a  secret  friend  of 
mine  lent  me  four  hundred  pounds  to  pay  for 
my  stock,  &c.  I  called  on  him  sometime  since,, 
^when  I  was  in  my  distress,  but  said  nothing  to 
him  of  my  trouble.  He  told  me  he  had  had  a 
dream;  which  was,  that  he  saw  a  strong  found- 
ation laid  in  the  ground,  and  some  stately 
pillars  set  upon  it:  on  one  of  which  hung  three 
bags,  like  money  bags,  and  there  came  a  voice 
to  him  saying,  "  One  of  these  bags  is  the  eternal 
purpose  of  God,  and  when  Mr.  Huntington 
comes  into  the  pulpit  he  will  call  for  that  bag, 
and  open  up  the  contents  of  it."  He  then  asked 
me  what  they  meant.  I  said,  Christ  is  the 
foundation;  every  believci'  is  a  pillar;  to  be  rich 
in  f^ith  is  a  heavenly  treasure,  and  giving  to  the 
poor  is  lending  to  the  Lord,  and  lending  to  the 
Lord  is  laying  up  a  good  foundation  against  the 
time  to  come :  "Give and  lend,  hoping  for  nothing 
jigain^  for  you  shall  be  rewarded  ^t  the  resur- 
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rection."  This  Christ  calls  laying  up  bags  that 
wax  not  old,  because  it  is  lent  to  God,  and  he 
will  pay  it  again.  The  third  bag,  according  to 
the  Voice,  is  the  purpose  of  God,  which  alone 
secures  all  sorts  of  riches  to  us.  He  gave  me  to 
understaod  that  I  need  not  trouble  myself  about 
his  money;  he  has  got  much,  and  God  has 
given  it  him. 

May  I  trouble  my  dear  brother  to  settle  my 
book  affairs  with  that  brilliant  s^nt  formerly 
called  Shepherdess?  And  would  he  undertake  to 
be  my  accountant  for  Mr.  Jenkins's  little  niece 
when  she  comes?  This  would  much  oblige, 
Have  dropt  these  few;  hints  to  encourage  faith 
and  prayer.  My  love  to  dame,  and  to  brother 
and  sister.     God  bless  thee. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXVI. 

* 

1798. 

My  dear  Brother  in  Christ, 

It  has  been  much  on  my  mind  lately  that  I 
should  like  to  spend  a  fortnight  at  Lewes,  if  my 
dear  friend  from  the  court  of  Llandaff  would  but 
condescend  to  change  with  me;  otherwise  I 
have  no  supply  in  my  absence  that  the  people 
arc  satisfied  with.     Upon  this  head  I  inten(^  %% 
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Wfite  to  his  Excellency;  and  I  beg  of  you  to- 
stir  up  others  to  urge  him  upon  this  point,  using 
your  own  interest  also,  and  let  me  know  what 
he  says.  I  long  to  see  his  farm,  his  garden,  &c. 
and  to  give  my  advice  and  counserin  the  busi- 
ness. And  I  sorely  long  to  see  Mr.  BV family, 
some  of  M^iom  might  perhaps  be  able  to  corae 
over, 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  ever  told  you  of  a 
lady  coming  up  to  me  somewhat  deranged 
in  distress.  She  was  a  professor,  but  had  been 
swaddled  up  in  all  her  corruptions,  till  God  sent 
some  little  scrap  of  mine  into  her  hands  and 
heart,  which  tore  up  all  her  false  profession,  and 
down  she  went,  and  was  utterly  incapable  of 
managing  her  family  concerns.  She  stopped 
with  me  a  fortnight,  and  since  then  I  have  cor- 
responded with  her.  Many  of  her  neighbours, 
when  she  came'  to  town,  gave  out  that  she  was 
gone  to  a  mad-house,  and  wondered  much 
at  her  return  to  find  her  rational.  She  now 
comes  on  sweetly.  When  with  me  she  men- 
tioned a  sister-in-law  of  her's  who  had  been  in 
the  same  trouble.  On  telling  me  how  she  got  . 
out,  I  said  that,  if  she  belonged  to  God,  she 
would  go  in  again,  which  since  that  time  has 
come  to  pass,  and  they  are  now  hand  and 
glove. 

The  lady's  mother  is  also  under  some  con- 
cern, and  they  have  got  ^  meeting  for  me  to 
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preach  in:  so  that  I  think  of  setting  off  for  that 
purpose  next  Wedneschy,  big  with  hopes  of 
good  success;  for  there  arc  not  a  few  stirred  up 
to  seek  the  Lord  there.  After  my  return  I 
must  see  Lewes,  if  his  Excellency  will  but 
submit  to  change  with  me,  as  I  much  wish  to 
spend  a  few  days  among  you,  and  visit  the 
brethren,  to  see  how  they  do.  Indeed  I  would  ' 
stay  a  whole  fortnight  among  you  if  God  would 
thus  favour  me.  But  I  have  my  doubts  whether 
God  will  incline  his  Excellency  thus  to  comply 
with  my  desire.  The  good  work,  I  bless  my 
God,  goes  on,  and  it  delights  my  soul  to  see  it. 

I  hj^ve  finished  my  two  sermons,  and  cor^ 
rected  the  proof  sheets. — If  I  am  not  disap- 
pointed, they  will  be  out  next  week.  I  have  like-' 
wise  almost  completed  the  second  part  of  *  The 
Bank  of  Faith.'  Some  providences,  which  have 
appeared  in  my  behalf,  Satan  vvished  me  to  con- 
ceal, lest  they  should  too  n>uch  eclipse  the 
dignity  of  the  Coalheaver.  But  I  think  it  is 
God's  will  that  they  should  be  published. 

Pray  give  my  kind  love  to  brother  and  sisteri 
not  forgetting  Mary. — God  bless  you  all. 

W.  H.  S.  S, 
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CCCLXXVIL 

1798. 
Dear  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

J-  TAKE  up  my  pen  just  to  inquire  about  thy 
welfare,  in  hopes  that  tlie  good  Samaritan  hath 
come  thy  way.  He  seldom  manifests  his  name 
as  an  ointment  poured  forth  until  we  have  had 
the  good  hap  to  fall  among  thieves;  I  mean 
Satan,  sin,  and  death.  Satan  robs  us  of  our 
loyalty,  sin  of  our  felicit)%  and  death  .of  our 
life*  And  thus  we  are  plundered,  wounded, 
and  left  half  dead.  Animal  life  is  indeed  left  in 
the  body;  but  soul  and  body  are  both  dead  in 
law,  and  dead  in  sin.  And  here  the  legal  priest 
sees  but  shuns  us;  for  his  lectures  of  morality, 
and  the  grievousness  which  he  has  prescribed, 
are  of  no  use  to  a  wounded  spirit;  and  they  are 
aware  of  this,  knowing  in  their  own  consciences 
that  to  such  souls  they  are  physicians  of  no 
value,  and  therefore  pass  by  on  the  other  side. 

The  Levite  comes  next;  and  the  desperate 
state  of  the  poor  sufferer  terrifies  him,  knowing 
that  this  sort  of  leprosy  is  not  cured  by  looking, 
nor  such  souls  revived  and  restored  to  health  by 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats.  And  how  many 
of  these  poor  incurables,  to  the  priest  and  Levite, 
did  the  good  Samaritan  find  in  the  land  of 
Israel    when    he    came!    Some    dumb,    others 
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raving ;  some  bowed  together,  and  others 
bound.  Yet  he  healed  them  all,  and  made  the 
blind  to  see  and  the  dumb  to  speak.  And  so  it 
follows:  "A  Samaritan,  as  he  journied,  came 
where  he  was,  and  bound  up  his  wounds'*  with 
the  bond  of  love ;  poured  in  the  oil  of  joy,  and 
the  red  wine  of  his  rich  atonement,  and  set  him 
on  his  own  beast,  the  white  horse  of  truth, 
Rev*  vi.  2;  the  horse  of  salvation,  Hab.  iii.  8. 
He  made  Ephraim  to  ride,  Hosea  x.  11 ;  and  so 
took  him  "  to  the  banquetting  house,  and  his 
banner  over  him  was  love."  "  Which  now  of 
these  three  thinkest  thou  was  neighbour  to  him 
that  fell  among  thieves?" 

Nitrseand  cherish  every  correction;  submit 
to  every  reproof  and  rebuke,  and  stand  in  awe 
of  a  tender  conscience,  and  offend  him  not,  for 
he  is  a  great  friend  to  us.  He  is  next  in  com- 
mission under  the  Holy  Spirit:  he  drove  out  all 
the  accusers  of  the  adulterous  woman;  made 
Peter's  audience  cry  for  quarter;  smote  David 
when  he  cut  off  Saul's  skirt,  and  enabled  Paul  to 
rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  death. 

Tender  my  kind  love  to  Mrs.  Prate-apace 
and  accept  the  same,  and  excuse  haste,  for  I  am 
a  man  of  much  business,  but  not  unmindful 
eitherof  you  or  yours. 

W.  Huntington. 
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CCCLXXVIII. 

Jan.  19,  i;99. 

1  P.ECEIVED  my  clear  brother's  letter,  receipts, 
&c.    Many  thanks  to  him  for  his  many  favours 
to  the  chief  of  sinners.     Faith,  my  beloved,  in 
its  beginning  is  small;  to  a  grain  of  ipustard- 
seed  it  is  compared,  because  of  its  almost  im- 
perceptible appearance.     But  this  seed  never 
rots  under  the  clods;  being  a  seed  of  God,  aa 
incorruptible  seed :  "  Whatsoever  (not  whoso- 
ever) is  born  of  God  overcomes  the  world;  and 
this  is  the  victory  that  overconies  the  world, 
even  our  faith."     Reproof,  rebuke,  divine  dis- 
pleasure,'  and  convictions  arising  from   these, 
give  it  an  eiitvance  into  the  heart;  and  what  a 
man  feels,  that  he  believes.  With  these  it  enters, 
and  persuades  the  mind  of  the  truth  of  what 
the  conscience  feels;  and  with  this  faith  another 
seed  appears,  which  is  hope  of  life,  or  a  lively 
hope,  to  which  God  begets  us  with  the  word 
of  truth.     In  the  heart  and  mind  they  for  ever 
abide,  but  only  move  occasionally  at  the  first; 
and  that  which  gives  them  motion  is  the  Holy 
Spirit,  whose  seed  or  fruits  they  are.     Their 
motion  consists  in  flowing  out  to  the  object  in 
whom  they  meet  and  centre,  which  is  Christ; 
aud  that  which  draws  them  forth  is  a  good 
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word;  a  word  in  season,  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment,  a  soft  word,  a  little  power  which  re- 
vives. 

The  blessed  object  set  forth,  and  well  de- 
scribed ;  liberty,  freedom,  fervour,  earnestness, 
or  enlargement  in  prayer,  often  draw  them  forth 
into  exercise;  but  as  soon  as  fear,  unbelief,  &c. 
begin  to  work,  and  the  power  felt  wears  off, 
then  in  they  go  again.  Where  these  are,  Christ 
has  a  party  in  that  heart,  which  will  keep  pos- 
session while  he  stands  behind  the  wall,  and 
will  always  flee  away  if  he  does  but  shew  himself 
through  the  lattice :  "  Who  is  he.  Lord,  that  I 
might  believe  on  him  ?  Thou  hast  seen  him,  and 
it  is  he  that  talketh  with  thee.  Lord,  I  believe, 
and  he  worshipped  him."  "  Can  any  good  thing 
come  out  of  Nazareth?"  says  unbelief.  "  Come 
and  see.  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou 
art  the  king  of  Israel.*'  "  I  will  not  believe," 
saj's  Thomas;  but  when  he  came,  out  went  faith; 
"  My  Lord  and  my  God !" 

These  graces  are  the  Lord's  house-keepers, 
and  keep  the  house  for  him.  He  dwells  in  the 
heart  by  faith,  and  is  in  us  the  hope  of  glory. 
But  sensible  operations  draw  them  forth.  Every 
encouraging  or  comforting  operation  of  the 
Spirit  will  do  it;  "  Come,  thou  south  wind,  and 
l)low  upon  my  garden,  that  the  spices  may  flow 
out."  Every  enlivening,  illuminating,  and  heal- 
ing ray  of  the  sun  of  righteousness  will  draw 


433 

them  forth  also;  but,  when  these  are  over,  in 
they  go  again,  as  was  the  case  with  the  apostles 
on  the  sea  of  Tiberi.a^. .  Neither  faith  nor  hope 
could  be  seen,  though  they  could  be  heard: 
"Where  is  your  faith?"  "  Lord,  save,  or  I 
perish,"  saith  Simon.  That  was  faith's  voice, 
though  faith  was  out  of  sight. 

1  have  got  a  violent  cold,  and  am  very  weak 
and. poorly;  therefore  you  must  excuse  brevity. 
Have  sent  this  twopenny  phial  'of  pectoral 
drops,  which  are  good  in  fainting  fits:  take 
theni>  and  use  them  for  thy  heart's  comfort, 
and  thine  often  infirmities.— My  love  to  your 
brother  and  sister,  spouse  and  all  friends,  with 
many  thanks  for  all  undeserved  favours.     » 

i  ,  •  -       .  -         *  • 

Ever  thine, , 

W.  H.S.S. 

Thou  needest  not  solicit  my  prayers;  for  since 
you  and  your  poor  brother  have  been  so  open 
in  your  soul  matters  tp  me,  I  cannot  forget  yqu. 
I  had  been  at  prayer  for  you  and  you^  brother's 
family  not  five  minutes  before  your  letter  was 
brought  into  the  study  to  me*  Once  more,  I 
say,  the  God  of  Jacob  be  with  you  and  yours. 
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CCCLXXIX. 

I 

I 

Feb.  5,  1799.  .. 

Dear  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus;  perfect  peace  and  at 

such  a  time,  x 

1  HATE  been  laid  aside  for  sortie  time;  but 
whether  it  be  to  inform  me  that  the' Lord'  of 
the  vineyard  can  do  without  me ;  whether  I  am 
laid  by  the  heels  to  keep  me  from  running  int6> 
mischief;  whether  it  is  done  that  I  may  examine 
my  books,  and  settle  my  accounts;  or  wliether 
it  be  to  bring  iniquity  to  light,  and  so  to  obtain 
a  fresh  purging  before  I  am  again  intrusted 
with  the  care  of  the  assemblies,  I  know  not. 
But,  upon  narrow  inspection,  J  have  found,  by 
sad  experience,  that  there  is  a  plague  in  the 
earthly  house  of  this  my  tabernacle.  Lev. 
xiv.  35. 

When  first  I  perceived  this  disease  I  went 
and  told  it  to  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession,' 
and  he  ordered  the  house  to  be  emptied.  Oh 
how  did  this  gall  me!  for  I  thought  that  I  had 
emptied  it  of  all  that  was  bad,  and  had  just  got 
it  swept  and  garnished.  However,  I  understood 
afterwards  that  this  was  to  be  done  before  the 
priest  would  go  into  the  house;  and  when  I 
found  that,  I  cared  not  what  became  of  the  fur- 
niture, so  that  I  could  but  get  the  priest  into 
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iK<e  house.  Moreover,  this  furniture  was  all 
tlkete  anray,  that  other  things  in  the  house 
Tftight  not  be  made  unclean.  By  this  I  under* 
stood  thact  there  were  some  good  things  toward 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  even  in  this  house  of 
Jeroboam. 

The  next  thing  was,  that  the  priest  came  in 
and  iookied  at  my  house,  verse  96.  Oh  what  a 
look  did  he  give!  In  one  minute  he  set  all  my 
secret  sins  in  the  light  of  his  countenance* 
Like  Adam,  I  would  fain  have  hid  myself,  or 
fled  out  of  his  sight;  but  there  is  no  going  from 
his  presence,  for  sure  I  am  that  his  eyelids 
try  the  children  of  men.  After  this  he  gave  mc 
another  look^ — not  a  look  of  inquisition,  but  a 
propitious  look,  which  filled  me  with  shame  and 
blushing ;  and  I  went  out  and  wept  bitterly; 
Soon  after  this  he  gave  me  an  encouraging 
look,  such  a  one  as  he  gave  to  Gideon,  saying, 
**  The  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty  man; 
Go  on  in  this  thy  might,  and  thou  shalt  deliver 
IsraeL"  But  I  must  return  to  tell  you  how  he 
proceeded  with  this  house  of  mine. 

"  And  he  shall  look  on  the  plague,  '*  v.  S7. 
This  look  made  my  enmity,  rebellion,  desperate 
hardness,  vile  thoughts,  and  concupiscence, 
boil  up  and  run  over;  *'  My  sore  ran  and  ceased 
not,  my  soul  refused  to  be  comforted.''  But  he 
proceeded  with  his  inquisition. 

'*  If  the  plague  be  in  the  walls  of  die-bouse, 
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tarith  hf)lk)w  $t;raKes^:  greenish  or,T$d<Hsby  ifrhich 
in  sight  are .  lower  than  the  wall."  Wh^si  b^ 
looked  pu'tbe  walls  all  iny>  oomelincsa  was  tumr 
pd  iQtQ  Qorruption,  and  I  retained  op 'Strength; 
for  f Foiti  the  <9own  of .  the  head  tQ  %h^  sole  of 
the  foot  there  was  no  soundness  in.  the  walb, 
And  w^en  I  saw  the  colour  I  was  more  terrified 
Still;.  |b^  before  this  law  of  the  ;leper.>s?a$  ex- 
pl^iqed.  );p  me  the  plague  was  dead,, and >IyWa4 
^jive;/buiwhen  this  law  was  re^d  tjo  m^,  theQ 
*he.. plague  revived,  and  Idled.:  J.f<wndth? 
pol<)Mf>  -  pf  \^t  was  gresen,  and  that  .the^e  W9^  lift 
intbeplMguO)  by  its  reriving  at  the  readii^*  tbi* 
iaw,Qf:  the;  kper*  And  the  red  straH^s  were. as 
|eFrjbl6;  as  the  green  ones,  because  oC  the  d^pth 
pf  the  stain:  nor  could  I  believe  (hat  iX>lourS| 
as  deqp  as.  scarlet  ^r  crimjSQn,^  copld  ev^ibe 
bl^acbfldtO) boomer  white  like  ^nowpr  y(o^\* 
;.2  Thc/»e2Ct  thing  tliat  I  felt  was,^  Ijhat  tb? 
|ilague/W^;  in  sight  and  ^ns^,  lower  than  the 
walU^and  itli^refor^  J  concluded  it  mq^t  be 
iAtt^L^^Qv  it  Readied  tP  my  heart;  JtCf.  iv,  18. 

Then  the  .priiest  went  out  of  my  boufse^and  oiv 
.dere^l  it  to  be^hut  up;  L^v.  xiv.  3S«  1  W4s  ifi. hopes 
jbat' be  would  have  abode  in  n)y  house,  and 
bave  cleansed  it;  but  it  was  to  be  shut  up, 
jwhich  drove  me  to  distraction,  for  my  heart  Wa$ 
$but  up  in  unbelief,  my  understanding  was  shut 
up  in  the  dark  regions,  my  Iniud  was  shut  up  in 
legal  bondage,  my  spirit  was  straitened,  and  I 
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was  shut  up  in  the  strong  hoMs  of  sin.  and 
Satan;  my  mouth  was  shut  up,  and  I  became  a 

• 

leper .  before,  the  priest  But  O  how  did  mj 
heart  revive  when  I  understood  that  th^  house 
was  to  be  shut  up  but  seven  days !  One  day  in 
seven  I  found  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  us6 
of  the  priest)  when  lepers  were  to  conie  from  all 
quarters  to  have  their  cases  inspected.  Some 
camCy  of  whom  the  priest  appeared  to. take  no 
notice :  others  found  their  disorder  spread,  and 
get  worse  and  worse;  others  came  in  hopes  of 
getting  a  perfect  cure;  while,  instead  of  that^ 
they  found  that  the  disorder  was  only  just 
breaking  out:  others  went  away  encouraged,  and 
some  had  their  cleansing  confirmed.  But^ 
whether  better  or  worse,  encouraged  or  dis* 
couraged^  sure  I  am  that  none  but  lepers  will 
ever  keep  coming  in  heart  and  soul,  nor  will  any 
others  ever  love  a  priest  that  handles  this  law  of 
the  leper;  for  it  is  expressly  called  the  law  of 
the  leper,  and  no  other;  for  the  whole  need  not 
the  priest,  though  the  lepers  always  do. 

**  And  the  priest  shall  come  again  on  the 
seventh  day;  and  shall  look."  Blessed  be  God 
for  that :  tlie  priest  dqes  not  go  to  return  no 
more;  no,  ^^he  shall  come  again  on  the  seventh 
day,"  and  therefore  it  is  always  good  to  be 
present  on  that  dliy,  the*  day  appointed '  for 
inspection. .  :  ^ 

^'.Ain(|/  if  the  plague  be  spxead  in  thei  wall^ 
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of  the  house,  then  the  priest  shall  command  that 
they  take  aw^y  the  stones  in  which  the  plague 
is/'  The  worst  stones  are  hard,  impenitent 
hearts ;  however,  he  shall  take  even  these  away ; 
he  shall  take  away  the  stony  heart,  and  give  ns 
hearts  of  flesh.  The  plague  is  in  these  stones ; 
it  is  the  plague  of  the  heart,  and  that  plague  is 
always  in  a  stoiiy  heart;  yea,  we  were  ail  by 
nature  stones,  though  out  of  these' stones  God 
raises  up  children  to  Abraham. 

These  stones  ^' shall  be  cast  into  an  un« 
clean  place  without  the  city/'  Glad  was  I  to 
find  this  clause  in  the  law;  for  nothing  surely 
can  be  worse,  to  a  freeborn  citizen  of  Zion,  than 
to  feel  a  hard,  inflexible  heart,  though  this  is 
often  the  case;  however,  these  shall  not  con- 
tinue in  the  city,  but  the  priest  sha,ll  command 
them  to  depart  oiit  into  an  unclean  place. 

^^  And  he  shall  cause  the  house  to  be  scraped, 
and  pour  oiit  the  dust  out  of  the  city."  This 
scraping  made  my  mind  tender,  and  my  con* 
science  sore;  it  chafed  me  sadly,  but  it  made 
me  more  sensibly  feel  the  infection  of  the  dis- 
order, and  more  earnest  after  a  cure;  and  when 
cured  it  served  to  keep  me  from  the  bad  com- 
pany of  those  who  take  a  pleasure  in  infecting 
others. 

^^  And  they  shall  take  other  stones,  and  put 
them  in  the  place  of  these  stones.*'  This  re- 
joiced iny  hearty  as  soon  as  ever  the  priest  said 
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,to.  me,  '*  I.  will  give  thee  a  white  stone,  and  in 
-th^t.  stone  a- new  n^me,  which,  no  .m$iu  knowetb 
^saving-he  that  rcceiveth  it." — I  found  out  that 
»that  white  stone  was  the  witness  of  God's  Spirit, 
.better  than  Jacob's  strong  heap  of  witnesses, 
•called  Gale,ed,  and  that  the  new  name  was  that 
of  adoption;  "  He  that  believeth  hath  the  wit- 
ness in  himself;"  and,  "  we  are  all  the  children 
.of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus."    After  this  he 
<gave  roe  another  stone,  which  was  himself,  the 
stone  of  help.     And,  having  the  sling  of  ever- 
lasting love  in  the  hands  of  my  Father,  I  have, 
through  divine  help,  subdued  mai^y  with  sling 
.stones.     Then  understood  I  the  saying.of .  the 
.wise  m^n,  "  A  gift  is  a  precious  stone  in  the 
,eyes  of  hinci  that  hath  it;  whithersoever  it  turn- 
eth  it  prospereth," 

"  And  he  shall  take  other  morter,  and  plaster 
the  house,"  v,  42-     Not  human  tmditions,  tem- 
pered together  with  a  form  of  godliness  devised 
,  by  men,  which  is  going  about  to  build  up  a  wall 
with  untempered  morter;  £zek.  xiii.  This  would 
.  be  establishing  our  own  righteousness.    No,  it 
.must  be  other  morter — truth  mixed  with  faith,  and 
faith. that  worketh  by  love;  "  It  is  charity  that 
edifietb,?  or  raiseth  the  edifice;  charity  unites 
to  the  foundation,  and  carries  up  the  buildiqg 
into  heavenly-mindedness. 

"  .And,  if  the  plague  come  again,  and  break 
,i?ut.ii}  the  house,  after  that  he  hath  taken  awaiy 
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the  HtoMS,  and  after  he  hath  scraped  the  house, 
and  after  it  is  plastered/'  v.  43;  as  it  most  cer- 
tainly will;  '^  then  the  priest  shall  come  and 
look/'  Blessed  be  God  for  that;  the  priest  is  to 
come  again^  and  to  look  again.  *^  And  behold, 
if  the  plague  be  spread  in  the  house,  it  is  a  fret- 
ting leprosy."  This  is  the  sole  cause  of  all  our 
fretfulness,  peevishness,  and  discontent;  and 
the  more  we  fret,  the  more  the  leprosy  spreads 
in  the  house;  it  is  unclean;  ^*  In  the  flesh  dwells 
no  good  thing;"  wherefore  it  follows, 

*^  And  he  shall  break  down  the  house,  the 
stones  of  it,  and  the  timber  thereof,  and  all  the 
tnorter  of  the  house,  and  he  shall  carry  them 
out  of  the  city,  into  an  unclean  place."  This 
is  the  work  that  is  going  on  now  in  my  house; 
the  priest  is  pulling  down  a  bit  at  a  time;  the 
remains  of  the  old  stones  of  the  old  untempered 

•morter,  the  timber,  the  bones,  and  all  the  rest 
of  it;  and  it  shall  be  laid  in  an  unclean  place 
until  the  resurrection,  when  it  shall  put  oflF  its 
vileness,  its  weakness,  its  dishonour,  its  mor- 

^tality,  its  corruption,  and  be  raised  in  glory! 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  let  me  give  my  brother 
a  little  caution  respecting  this  house,  while  it  is 

'yet  standing,  for  in  all  probability  his  house 

Vwill  stand  longer  than  mine. 

**  He  that  goeth  into   the  house,   all  the 

-which  that  it  is  shut  up,  shall  be  unclean  until 

'<the  even."    If  the  plague  break  out  if  is  tp 
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drive  us  out  of  the  house^  that  we  may  embrace 
the  Rock  for  want  of  a  shelter ;  that  we  may 
look  to  the  hills  for  help>  and  get  into  Christy 
v^ho  is  our  strong  hold,  our  dwelling  place  iti 
all  generations.  To  go  into  the  house  is  sin;  it 
is  abiding  in  the  flesh,  and  placing  confidence 
in  it. 

"  He  that  lieth  in  the  house  sinneth,"  be- 
cause it  is  not  our  resting  place;  our  rest  is  in 
the  dying  love  of  Christ,  in  whom  we  find  rest. 
And  he  that  eateth  in  the  house  errs  also.--^ 
We  are  not  to  feed  upon  any  works  of  the  fleshy 
all  such  must  wash  their  clothes,  and  make 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Thesfe 
clothes  are  our  bodies.  Paul  wanted  to  be  un!- 
clothed,  and  stript  of  these  bodies;  and,  when 
these  corruptible  bodies  put  on  incorruption, 
then  they  will  appear  clean  through  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb. 

**  And  then  shall  the  priest  pronounce  thb 
house  clean.  And  he  shall  take  to  cleanse  the 
house  two  birds,  and  cedar-wood,  and  scarlet, 
and  hyssop."  Two  birds:  one  dies,  prefiguring 
the  innocent  human  nature;  the  otfier  is  dipped 
in  the  blood  of  the  dead  one,  and  is  turned  loose, 
representing  his  divinity,  which  puts  all  thfe 
glory,  merit,  dignity,  and  worth,  into  his  sacri- 
fice. 

"  And  cedar-wood."  Christ  is  the  highetlt 
jbrancb  of  David's  house,  called  a  high  cedar^ 
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£zek.  xviL  S2.  ''And  scarlet,"  (wool);  the 
skin  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  the  righteoosoess 
.which  he  wore,  and  which  is  imputed  to  us^ 
''  And  hyssop."  The  sweet  perfume  and.savour 
of.  his  sacrifice,  which  makes  us  a  sweet  savour 
unto  God« 

^*  And  the  living  bird,  and  the  scarlet  and 
the  hyssop,  shall  be  dipped  in  the  blood  of  the 
slain  bird  over  running  water/*  The  river  pf 
the  water^of  life,  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  applies 
all.  these  to  us,  and  saves  us  by  the  washing  of 
jegeneration. 

'^  And  he  shall  sprinkle  the  house  seven 
times."  .  The  house  was  sprinkled  first  in  the 
|>urpose  of  God ;  "  Sanctified  by  God  the  Father, 
preserved  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  called."  Sprinkled 
,the  second  time  when  Christ  died;  "  By  one 
^offering  he  perfected  for  ever  all  that  are  sanc- 
tified." The  third  time  when  the  blood  is  ap- 
plied ;  "  You  are  come  to  the  blood  of  sprink- 
ling, that  speaks  better  things  than  that  of 
Abel."  The  fourth  when  tlic  holy  Comforter 
comes  down;  •*  I  will  sprinkle  clean  water 
upon  you,  and  you  shall  be  clean."  Fifth,  a 
<:ontinual  sprinkling  through  life.  Sixth,  just 
before  our  death;  '^  he  shall  come  to  us  as  the 
early  and  latter  rain  in  his  Season."  .And, 
seventh,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  when  we  $hall 
be  ransomed  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  and 
r^de^n^jed  frond:  death. 
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Ho\v  do  I  run  on  hand  over  he^d!  My 
cruse  drives  me  I  know  not  where.  Tender 
my  love  to  all  friends,  not  forgetting  Mary. 
.God  Almighty  bless  you.  I  have  been  confined; 
pray  for  me. 

Ever  thine, 

W-  H.  S,  S, 


CCCLXXX. 

May  9,  1799- 

I  RECEIVED  my  dear  Brother's  epistle  and  pre* 
'sent  safe,  and  thank' you  for  your  mindfulness 
of,  and  kindness  to,  so  unworthy  and  much 
<  despised  a  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  as  I  am.  I 
have  both  you  and  your  brother,  and  his  family, 
much  upon  my  mind;  yea,  daily  in  private 
prayer  you  are  set  before  me,  without  ray  run- 
.ning  after  you,  or  even  considering  whom  I  am 
in  duty  bound  to  remember.  And  why.  should 
this  be  if  God  intends  nothing  by  it?  I  do  believe 
in  my  heart  that  God  will  pull  you  both  down, 
and  entirely  strip  you  of  all  that  formal,  feeble, 
and  defenceless  profession  in  which  you  have 
been  unjustly  swaddled  up  by  those  that  know 
not  God ;  and,  when  Christ  manifests  himself  to 
you  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world,^'ou  will  see, 
feel,  know,  and  enjoy  for  yourself,  the.  sweet 
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possession  6f  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then  you 
will  be  as  great  an  enemy  to  the  commoh 
daubing  of  the  present  day  as  I  am.  Moreover, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  the  truth 
from  my  mouth  doth  find  its  way  to  your  heart; 
and  that  the  armour  in  which  the  strong  man 
trusteth  is  not  sufficient  to  repel  the  force  either 
of  light  or  life.  Rays  and  sensations  are  per- 
ceptible both  to  you  and  to  me;  truth  finds  its 
way,  and  equity  enters;  neither  heart  nor  con- 
science are  asleep,  but  quickened;  therefore 
''  let  not  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the 
punishment  of  his  sins."  God  is  long  suffering 
and  faithful  to  his  word  of  promise,  to  all  that 
seek  him,  fear  his  name,  love  his  truth,  and 
€ome  to4he  light  of  it. 

Be  not  discouraged  then,  he  never  said  to 
the  seed'  of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  me  in  vain.  Sharp 
trials,  life  hanging  in  doubt,  lingering  suspense, 
and  inward  cogitations,  produce  patience  and 
submission;  for,  being  weary  with  all  vain 
efforts,  we  at  length  resign,  submit,  and  lie 
passive:  and  to  this  God  will  bring  ns;  be  will 
not  contend  for  ever,  but  the  contention  will 
last  till  we  are  humbled  under  his  mighty  hand, 
and  then  we  shall  be  exalted;  for  before  we  are 
honoured  with  sensible  adoption  we  tnust  be 
humbled -for  sin ;  and  before  we  can  be  satisfied 
with  the  Lord-s  goodness  we  must  be  -emptied 
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I  cannot  describe  the  conspicuous  change 
and  alteration  that  I  discern  in  thee;  iiideed^ 
when  distress  enters  the  soul  it  pulls  dawn  all 
superiictal  works;  nor  will  it  suffer  us  to  rest  in 
slight  con victionsy  nor  in  the  <irst3oys,dawnings, 
or  beams  of  hope ;  but  God  will  drive  us  on  till 
we  obtain  every  thing  essential  to  salvation^  so 
that  nothing  shall  be  lacking  in  out^  £aiith;  then 
the  effect  of  righteousness- is- peace  and  assiur* 
ance  for  ever;  thenj  but  not  till  then,  can  we 
praise  God  with  joyful  lips*  And  will-  God 
leave  bis  work  imperfect,  .and  so  lose  this*  part 
of  his  revenue?  No:  "  thiis  people- have  I 
formed  f^r  myself,  they  shall  shew  forth  my 
praise."  .Re^d  and  weigh  well  the  twelfth 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  see  God's  absolute  asset* 
tions.  Take  notice  first  of  that  day;  not  the 
day  of  Jacob's  trouble,  nor  the  day  of  darkness 
and  gloominess.;  but  the  day  of  salvation,  the 
day  of  Zion's  favour,  the  day  of  espousals,  the 
day  when  the  sun  of  righteousness  shines  forth; 
then  thou  shalt  say,  I  will  praise  thee. 

His  anger  in  the  law,  and  the  wrath  which 
that  works,  loses  itself  in  the  face  of  Christ; 
then  comfort  comes,  and  love  casts  out  fear  and 
torment.  Now  she  musters  up  all  her  courage; 
"God  is  my  salvation  ;  I  will  trust,  and  not  be 
afraid,"  as  I  used  to  be ;  for  he  is  my  strength; 
he  has  supported  me  through  my  trials;  bis  arm 
revealed  has  made  me  believe;  his  own  right 
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hand  has  gotten  himself  the  victory  over  my 
heart;  and  he  is  now  become  my  spng-r-thc 
whole  subject  now  of  all  my  joys, and  rejoicings. 
In  the  third  verse  she  turn3  preacher;  in  the 
fifth  she:  sends  out  her  mandates,  and  in  the 
last  makes  her  boast  of  the  great  God  being  in 
ben  This  must  be  fulfilled  to  the  mourners  in 
Zion;  it  is  a  short,  comprehensive  sketch  of  a 
whol^  Work  of  grace. 

.;  Tender  my  kind  love  to  your  brother  and 
sister,  your  spouse,  his  Excellency,  and  Mr.  M . 
and  believe  me  to  be,  dear  brother^  in  the  best 
of  bonds. 

Your  willing  servant  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXXI. 

BELOVED  BROTHER, 

I  DROP  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that 
you  are  not  out  of  mind,  though  out  of  sight; 
forget  you  and^your  other  house  in  my  prayers 
I  cannot,  for  God  will  not  suffer  it;  and  surely 
he  will  never  suffer  us  to  seek  his  face  in  vain. 
At  present  we  are  very  busy  in  hay-making — 
small  thin  crops,   but  much  better  than  my 
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neighbour's:  this  will  try  us  who  are  in  the  farm- 
ing line;  but,  if  God's  husbandry  within  be  well 
plowed,  grubbed  up,  and  watered,  we  shall  be 
secure  from  famine,  and  from  want;  and  it  is 
often  .seen  that,  when  matters  run  bad  upon  the 
land,  and  among  the  stock,  the  crops  within  are 
in  the  most  hopeful  and  flourishing  state:  bad 
^ucce^s  without  at  a  long  run  produceth  pa- 
tience, and  patience  experience,  and  experience 
hbpe;  and  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness 
follow,  which  turn  to  a  better  account  than 
cither  corn  or  hay;  though  we  know  that 
neither  carnal  reason  nor  unbelief  will  put  their 
amen  to  tliis;  but  faith  will,  and  truth  confirms 
it.  '    ' 

We  must  look  to  the  great  HusbandAiian. 
We  can  only  plow,  and  sow,  and  reap,  and  mow, 
and  God  teacheth  this  discretion;  but  he  must 
water  the  ridges,  and  settle  the  furrows;  he 
must  bless  the  springing  thereof,  and  crown  the 
year  with  his  goodness,  then  will  his  paths  drop 
fatness.  This  account  of  the  fatness  is  found  in 
the  sheep,  the  ox,  and  in  the  churn.  Thus  our 
God  goes  forth,  and  we  pursue  his  steps,  some- 
times wandering,  and  sometimes  murmuring. 

God  bless  you.  My  kind  love  to  Mary,  and 
to  brother  and  sister.  The  Lord  be  with  you 
all 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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Odt.  U,  1799. 

'      [ 

Dbar  brother  in  Chridt  Jesus. 

♦  *  ' 

I  H^vE  been  ^or  a  fqw  days  cooped  up,  to 
moult,  that  a  few  of  the  light  feathers  of  2i9.t 
ture's  plumage  might  he  loosened  at  root|  an4 
90  drop  off:  and  I  aqi  now  and  tiben  in  hopjCf 
that  my  youth  ^y'ilL  be  renewed  like  th?  ea^g^'s^ 
JBut  this  mass  of  cqrruption  reqifires  so  much 
humbling,    mortifying^    crossing,    perj>lexing; 
bringing  down,  melting  and  trying ;  and  so  lio- 
tle  fruit  appears  after  all  this  priiining  work  is 
over,  that  I  am  at  times  discouraged  because  of 
the  w^y .     I  have  many  to  feed,  and  am  put  in- 
^to  all  their  fires,,  to  fetch  something  out  fO;r 
them :  and  I  find  all  discourses  savour  more  or 
less  of  self,  and  of  flesh  and  b^ood ;  or  at  least 
a  stinking  savour  attends  them,  excepting  those 
which  accompany  me  out  of  the  furnace  of 
affliction.     The  more  therefore  that  I  pray  for 
success,  the  more  trials  I  have ;  and  the  more 
fruitful,  the  more  soul  travail.     But  this  is  not 
for  ever :  there  is  an  end,  and  our  expectations 
shall  not  be  cut  off. 

Short-lived  joys  and  long-lived  sorrows,  mo- 
mentary visits,   and  days  of  widowhood  and 
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solitude,  make  this  world  a  burden  to  me, 
and  the  higher  mansion  desirable.  Every  inch, 
of  this  ground  is  spread  with  snares  and  nets: 
and  nothing  but  scorching  flames  and  refreshing 
dews,  cutting  reproofs  and  Jiealing  smiles,  angry 
reflections  and  wooing  attractions,  alsirms  to 
fear  and  inducements  to  love,  a  sense  of  enmity 
and  a  sense  of  friendship,  a  heavy  cross  and 
hourly  support,  the  motions  of  the  flesh  and 
the  gales  of  the  Spirit,  the  smitings  of  con- 
science and  the  encouragements  of  truth — will 
ever  keep  us  from  the§e  traps  of  Satan;  nor 
will  any  thing  else  ever  mj^ke  us  watchful, 
tender,  humble,  or  upright  before  God.  The; 
branch  in  the  vine  must  be  purged.  Separation 
from  the  branch,  by  spiritual  desertions,  makes 
us  hunger  and  thirst,  crave  and  long,  wish  and 
desire,  faint  and  fear  :  but,  when  suffered  again 
to  indulge  hope  and  expectation,  we  go  in,  and 
union  again  takes  place.  Thus  we  go  in  and 
out,  and  find  pasture.  Trials  make  us  hunger, 
and  renewing  visits  satisfy  that  appetite;  so 
^^  by  these  things  men  live,  and  in  all  these 
things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits ;  "  and  so  he  re- 
vives us,  and  causes  us  to  live. 

I  often  long  to  know  how  your  seed-time 
goes  on,  and  other  matters.  Mary  tells  me  all 
that  she  knows.  This  trying  time  presents  no- 
thing but  famine  to  my  eyes:  perilous  times 
are  come,  instead  of  times  of  refreshing  from 
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the  presence  of  the  Lord^  and  I  grieve  and  fret 
at  It ;  but  this  vorketh  not  the  righteousness 
of  God.  Changes  and  war  are  upon  me  daily, 
and  at  times  I  long  to  encounter  the  last  enemy 
<"— I  mean  death ;  for.perpetual  wars^  inclement 
ireather,  appearances  of  famine^  complaints  of 
the  pooTj  and  shouts  of  the  oppressor ;  impos- 
tors in  pulpitSy  and  hypocrites  in  the  pews;  the 
forms  of  godliness,  and  indignation  at  the 
power ;  the  unwearied  diligence  of  derils,  and 
the  members  of  the  old  man — make  this  world 
a  burden  to  me,  and  I  am  a  burden  to  myself. 

You  see  where  I  am — not  in  the  banqueting 
house ;  no,  nor  on  the  mount,  nor  under  the 
willows,  nor  by  the  still  waters,  nor  in  green 
pastures ;  but  under  Jonah's  booth. 

Dear  Brother,  adieu. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

Excuse  haiStfc — the  devil  has  been  with  me 
at  times  this  week,  and  then  I  am  Always  in  a 
hurry,  for  his  business  requires  haste. 


451 


CCCLXXXIII. 

Feb.  8,  1800. 
Dearly  beloved  iti  the  Lord^ 

X^AST  night  I  finished  the  task  imposed  upon 
me ;  it  is  the  substance  of  five  loog  discourses^ 
or  ratlier  the  heads  of  them  ;  the  last  sheet  of 
which  vviU  be  printed  ia  a  few  days,  and  the 
whole  will  soon  arrive  at  Lewes. 

I  almost  long  to  see  thee,  and  to  inquire 
after  thy  state ;  whether  there  be  still  hunger- 
ing a^id  thirsting^  after  the  bread  and  water  of 
life ;  whether  thou  art  satisfied  M'ith  what  thou 
hast  already,  or  art  reaching  after  tilings  before: 
wliether  there  is  not  ^  vacancy  in  thy  heart, 
which  all  crea}:ed  good  cannot  fill,  and  an  appe* 
tite  which  this  world  cannot  suffice. 

The  new  creature,  a$  soon  as  formed,  disco* 
vers  itself  by  life  ;  and  this  life  discovers  itself 
by  a  thirsting  for  the  living  God ;  by  desiring 
the^  sincere  milk  of  the  word  ;  by  breathing  aftef 
nearness,  communion  and  fellowship  with  tbe 
Lord,  and  by  longing  for  the  courts  of  hi* 
house;  by  its  delights  iq  the  service  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, and  by  the  few  little  fragments  which  at 
times  it  picks  up  there.  ^*  To  the  hungry  soiil^ 
every  bitter  thing  is  sweat ;  *' — frowns  from  the 
Lord,  reproof,  disappointments,  and  aggrava- 

2  o  a^ 
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tioDS  of  one's  crimes  ;  his  rods,  his  furnace,  his 
judgments — all  are  better  than  spiritual  death, 
or  carnal  ease. 

One  of  my  ewes,  about  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  ago,  brought  forth  twins.  But  I  must 
tell  you  that  the  Lord's  flock  increases  faster 
than  mine ;  and  they  all  bear  twins,  therefore 
cannot  be  barren.  If  they  bore  only  one,  it 
could  be  nothing  but  the  old  man ;  but,  if 
twins,  there  must  be  the  new  roan  also.  All 
Israel  are  called  sheep ;  but  they  are  the  lost 
sheep  whom  the  Lord  regards.  We  have  some 
with  young,  others  at  the  bosom,  and  some  at 
the  bag:  and  I  must  tell  you,  that  this  winter 
has  appeared  a  season  of  good  success  with  this 
sort  of  sheep. 

I  have  of  late  been  much  led  out  in  the 
work,  and  things  new  and  old  have  been  brought 
forth  out  of  the  Lord's  treasure.  But  the  best 
of  it  IS — next  Lord's  day  is  shearing  time,  and 
I  shall  be  able  to  tell,  before  I  use  the  shears, 
what  the  fleeces  will  weigh.-^No  power,  no 
wool;  no  fire,  no  wasps;  no  good  cheer,  no 
goldfinches.  So  I  always  conjecture,  and  so  it 
turns  out 

My  kind  love  to  Mary.  Tell  her  she  shares 
in  the  poor  petitions  of  your  unworthy,  but 
willing  servant  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S,  S. 
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CCCLXXXIV. 


1800. 


My  dearly  beloved,  kind,  and  affectionate  friend  and 
brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 

Vtrace  and  peace  be  multiplied.  I  thank  you 
kindly  for  your  undeserved  favour:  may  the  God 
of  grace  reward  you  fourfold,  and  send  such  a 
spring  into  the  barrel  of  meal,  and  into  the  oil 
of  the  cruse,  as  may  never  fail  till  the  day  when 
the  Lord  sends  rain  upop  the  earth ;  or  until 
the  time  arrives  when  the  Lord  Jesus  "  shall 
come  down  as  raiji  upon  the  mown  grass,  and 
^s  showers  that  water  the  earth;*'  when  the 
righteous  shall  flourish  as  the  palm  tree,  and 
abundance  of  pe^ce  be  enjoyed,  even  as  long  as 
the  moon  endureth.  Christ  is  the  handful  of 
corn  that  was  sown  (in  death)  upon  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  Psalm  Ixxii,  16;  who  died,  and 
sprung  up  again,  and  brought  forth  much  fruit. 
He  is  the  grain  of  wheat,  the  meal,  and  the 
bread  ;  and,  though  in  our  day  there  is  but  lit-» 
tie  of  him,  yet  it  shall  not  fail,  but  shall  be 
found  in  some  vessel  of  mercy  or  other  j  sq 
that  the  prophet,  the  widow,  divorced  from  the 
law,  and  the  household  of  faith  to  \vhich  she 
belongs,  may  not  starve,  but  be  kept  alive  till 
Cfod  send  r^in  ypon  the  earth. 
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TiiC  u'idov  was  picking  up  two  sticks  witli 
which  to  dress  the  last  cake,  when  the  propliet 
came;  ana  by  two  sticks  is  that  quantity  dressed 
which  is  the  bread  of  life  for  us ;  namely,  the 
upright  post  and  the  cross  bar ;  and  God  for* 
bid  that  ever  we  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Nor  shall  the  cruse 
of  oil  fail.  Tlie  best  cruse  is  a  broken  heart, 
and  the  best  oil  is  that  wliich  is  promised  to  the 
mourners  in  Zion,  called  the  oil  of  joy.  These 
shall  not  fail  till  God  send  rain  upon  the  earth. 
It  was  a  temporal  famine  that  the  poor  widow 
feared,  and  to  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  I  believe 
she  had  often  prayed ;  and  God  told  the  pro- 
phet that  he  had  commanded,  by  some  internal 
impulse  or  dream,  a  widow  woman  to  sustaiu 
him.  And  thither  he  went,  not  knowing  who 
this  widow  was ;  but  he  went  in  faith,  and  met 
the  woman  at  the  city  gates,  gathering  two 
sticks.  He  asks  water-^and  off  she  goes  to  fetch 
it:  but  he  calls  for  a  morsel  of  bread — that 
pinched  her:  nevertheless,  out  it  comes,  and 
out  of  the  abundance  of  her  heart  she  spoke ; 
**  As  the  Lord  thy  God  livetb,**  (real  scripture 
language,)  **  I  have  not  a  cake ;  but  a  hand-» 
ful  of  meal  in  9  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse, 
and  am  gathering  two  sticks,  to  dress  it  for  me 
and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat  it  and  die/* 
^^  Fear  not !  go,  and  do  as  thou  hast  said  ;  but 
make  me  a  little  cake  thereof  first.**    O  what 
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an  exorbitant  dem^^nd !  "  The  poor  oppressing 
the  poor  is  a  sweeping  raini  that  leaves  no  food 
behind.**  But  he  adds ;  "  For  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  The  barrel  of  meal  shall  not 
waste,  neither  shall  th^  cruse  of  oil  fail,'*  &q. 
This  she  believes,  and  upon  this  she  venture, 
and  brings  him  the  first  fruits  of  h^r  dough,  and 
of  the  hearth,  which  cousecrates  the  rest  of  thQ 
provision,  .  She  invites  the  prophet  to  her  housQ, 
to  see  his  word  fulfilled ;  and  she,  and  he,  and 
her- household,  lived  thereon  many  days.  They 
lived  one  whole  year  upon  that  barrel  and  crus^  j 
and  saw,  to  their  comfort,  that  neither  of  them 
failed.  In  th^  meal  wa9  couched  the  Saviouiv 
the  bread  of  life  ;  in  the  barrel,  the  wooden  and 
earthen  vessel,  which  receives  the  treasures  o^ 
grace ;  in  the  cruse,  the  new  heart  j  in  the  gil, 
the  Spirit  and  his  grace ;  and  in  thq  prophet, 
the  Lord  him^lf  appeared,  the  great  Prophet 
(if  the  church.  But  the  br^ad  of  life  mu^t  U9 
bruised. 

And  now  the  child  dies,  £|ud  his  dearth  i* 
attended  with  fear,  with  fright,  and  Nvith  Mt^ 
nishment,  and  with  the  life-giving  and  quicken-r 

ing  operations  of  the   Holy  Ghost.     Nq*v  the 

» 

oil  is  found  in  another  cruse ;  **  What  have  I 
to  do  with  thee,  Q  thou  man  of  God  ?  Art  thou 
come  unto  me  to  call  my  sijx  to  remembrance, 
and  to  slay  my  son  ? "  Here  is  the  convincing 
power  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  her  sins  are  set 
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in  order  before  her,  death  before  her  eyes,  and 
the  fear  of  death  in  her  heart.  But  God  raised 
her  son  again ;  which  settled  her  faith  in  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  confirmed  all  the 
prophet's  doctrine  to  her  soul.  "  And  the  wo- 
man said  to  Elijah,  Now  by  this  I  know  that 
thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth."  Surely  "  many 
widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of  Elias,  but 
unto  none  of  them  was  the  prophet  sent  save 
unto  Sarepta,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow." 
In  this  woman  the  Gentile  church  may  be  seen, 
and  likewise  the  mysterious  way  in  which  the 
gospel  was  preached  in  the  days  of  old. 

God  bless  and  prosper  thee.  I  have  longed 
to  see  thee  before  now  ;  but  suppose  the  abund- 
ance of  business  has  prevented.  Pray  excuse 
my  troubling  you.  I  am  confined,  and  there- 
fore write  to  all  the  world  over,  in  order  to  keep 
the  devil  from  my  head,  and  cursed  vanity  from 
my  heart.  Tender  my  kind  love  to  your  poor 
brother.  God  Almighty  bless  you  all,  is  the 
most  earnest  and  undissembled  prayer  of, 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


J 
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CCCLXXXV. 

Oct.  4,  1800. 

jM.y  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy  and  crown, 
how  comest  thou  on  ?  Never,  never  have  I  had 
more  success  than  I  appear  to  have  had  lately. 
The  dear  Lord  seems  to  have  mounted  his  white 
horse,  and  to  go  from  conquering  to  conquer. 
He  spreads  the  mysteries  of  his  cross,  and  the 
unction  of  his  name,  to  many.  Not  a  week 
rolls  over  my  head  but  I  have  some  good  tidings 
of  this  blessed  work  going  on. 

The  missionary  business  coming  to  nothing, 
people  are  in  a  great  measure  sick  of  that-  no- 
velty, and  flock  to  hear  me  in  a  most  surprizing 
manner;  insomuch  that  I  think  God  will  at 
length  make  his  sweet  savour  as  much  known 
by  me,  as  these  blind  guides  have  made  my 
ointment  send  forth  a  stinking  savour.  No- 
velty and  human  policy,  with  all  their  schemes, 
get  out  of  favour  and  out  of  fashion  ;  and  the 
four  hundred  divines,  who  so  often,  (at  one 
time,)  appeared  in  public  to  countenance  and 
grace  this  yiissionary  business,  now  disappear, 
and  some  are  obliged  to  own  that,  though  they 
have  been  with  child,  and  in  pain,  yet  they  have 
brought  forth  wind;— they  have  owned  the 
miscarriage— that  they  have  not  wrought  any 
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deliverance  in  the  earth,  nor  have  the  inhabU 
tants  of  the  world  fallen  under  their  authority. 
No,  no,  th«y  arq  Christ^s  dead  men  that  shall 
livp,  not  such  as  are  alive  without  the  law,  in 
whoni  sin  is  dead.  No,  "  the  dead  shall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Soq  of  God,  and  they  that  hear 
$h^U  live."  • 

Glad  am  I  that  God  has  brought  their  de* 
vices  to  nothing;  for  most  sadly  have'poor  blind 
souls  been  deceived,  du|>ed,  and  plundered,  and 
almost  promised  heaven  for  putting  their  shoul- 
ders to  this  good  work,  as  it  is  termed^  But, 
alas,  they  have  laboured  for  that  whigh  is  not 
bread,  and  spent  much  money  for  that  whic^ 
satisfieth  not.  What  is  not  done  to  Chest's  little 
ones  is  not  done  to  him.  Not  so  the  great  apostlQ 
— he  enforced  liberality  to  the  poor  saints — he 
aimed  to  make  them  bring  forth  fruit  t^at  should 
turn  to  their  account,  when  the  Lord  shall  say,  "  I 
was  hungry  and  thirsty,"  &c.  My  ^oul  has  been 
gi'ieved  to  think  how  the  devil  has  sat  and  laughed 
at  them,  whilst  they  have  been  rejoicing  in  a 
tiling  of  nought,  and  saying,  ^^  Have  we  not 
taken  to  us  horns  by  our  great  strength?" 

I  think  that  I  shall  be  replenished  since  thisi 
folly  is  laid  low ;  for  they  now  find  that  all  my 
prophecies  are  true,  and  fly  like  doves  to  bear 
my  dear  Master  by  his  despised  servant ;  **  God 
will  conflrm  the  word  of  his  servants,  and  pert 
jbrm  the  counsels  of  his  messengersji"  and  ui\n 
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deceive  the  poor,  sincere,  and  honest  souls  that 
feel  their  need  of  him  ;  and  he  stirs  up  my  very 
soul  to  thirst  after  the  welfare  of  those,  who, 
like  me,  are  seeking  rest  and  finding  none.  God 
give '  ine'  good  speed  this  gospel  day,  that  I 
may  take  a  wife  for  my  master  Isaac.  I  am 
much  engaged,  but  must  send  a  line  to  know  if 
it  be  well  with  thee,  and  if  it  be  well  with  thy 
wife,  and  thy  brother,  and  if  it  be  well  with  the 
children.     Farewell ! 

Ever  thine  in  the  dear  Lard, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXXVI. 

Nov.  22,  1800. 
BELOVED  FRIEND, 

I  WISH  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest  pros-t 
per ;  and  I  do  believe  that  the  Lord  taketh  plea- 
sure in  the  prosperity  of  his  servants:  but  such  ia 
our  fallen  state,  and  such  the  depravity  of  our  fal- 
len nature,  that  prosperity,  like  good  health,  is 
apt  to  make  us  forgetful  and  ungrateful.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it,  though  I  know  it  is  true,  that  I 
often  need  physic  more  than  food,  to  purge  the 
conscience,  to  purify  the  mind,  to  rectify  the 
affections,  and  to  renew  a  right  spirit;  which  is, 
%  meek  and  hup&bl^  ^  submissive  and  a  quiet 
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spirit  Bitter  draughts,  and  bitter  potions, 
not  only  create  an  appetite,  but  make  us  de- 
pend upon  our  provider,  and  grateful  for  our 
food:  and  then  a  dinner  of  herbs,  or  a  dry  mor^ 
sel,  is  better  than  a  house  full  of  sacrifices,  where 
there  is  strife  against  God  and  conscience. 

The  dearly  beloved,  and  darling  of  my  soul, 
has  lately  visited  me  with  a  kid ;  the  scape  goat 
has  entertained  me  with  some  of  his  own  fruit, 
a  little  passover  provision ;  saying,  "  Eat,  O 
friends;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  be- 
loved." The  golden  table  was  the  fleshly  ta- 
ble of  my  heart,  influenced  with  a  little  tried 
faith  in  exercise.  The  table-cloth  was  the 
Father^s  everlasting  love,  like  a  sheet  knit  at 
the  four  corners,  by  mercy  and  truth,  righteous- 
ness and  peace.  The  entertainment  was  his 
flesh— the  lamb  slain  without  blemish,  Par- 
don, peace,  reconciliation,  friendship,  commu- 
nion, righteousness,  dying  love,  and  soul-hum- 
bling and 'discriminating  mercy,  were  the  sweet 
repasts.  And  surely,  while  the  King  sat  at  his 
table,  my  spikenard  sent  forth  the  smell  thereof. 
But  now  more  bitter  herbs  must  be  expected, 
and  the  sweetest  of  all  faces  must  at  times  be 
hid;  for,  if  no  intermissions  of  darkness,  how 
shall  the  path  shine  more  and  more?  But  surely 
**  A  bundle  of  myrrh  is  my  well  beloved  unto 
me;  he  shall  lie  all  night  betwixt  my  breasts  ;  '* 
or,  to  speak  without  an  allegory,  he  shall  have 
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the  chief  seat  in  my  affections,  however  he  hide 
his  face,  or  however  long  the  night  of  desertion 
may  last.  Having  food  and  raiment,  let  us 
be  content ;  yea,  such  food,  and  the  wedding 
garment,  will  content  the  most  discontented ; 
but  nothing  short  of  it  ever  will,  for  this  is 
great  gain ;  but  without  this  all  is  lost,  and  so. 
say  all  the  poor  and  needy. 

My  kind  love  to  Mary ;  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
bless  thee  !  So  prays 

W,  H.   S.  S. 


CCCLXXXVII. 

March  31,  1803. 
The  Cabin,  on  board  the  Providence,  outward  bound. 

MY    DEAR    BROTHKR, 

1  OURS  came  to  .me  last  night :  am-  sorry  to 
hear  of  your  indisposition  j  but  every  cross, 
every  trial,  every  affliction,  is  to  discover  some- 
thing to  us  which  lies  cross  to  the  will  of  God. 
It  is  by  these  that  he  makes  inquisition ;  hence 
he  keeps  his  fire  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in 
Jerusalem^  and  there  is  always  some  of  God's 
treasure  put  therein,  and  the  King  of  Zion  is 
continually  sitting  by  as  a  refiner^  attending 
the  fldme,  and  mitigating  and  regulating  the 
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heat ;  ^^  He  shall  thoroughly  purge  die  sons  of 
Levi,  that  they  may  bring  a  pare  oiFering  ia 
righteouraess."  Our  dross  and  tin  are  disco- 
vered in  the  furnace  ;  and,  though  np  furnace 
but  death  will  ever  rid  us  from  the  inbeing  of 
sin,  yet  it  purges  us  from  evil  frames,  and  from 
aspiring  and  predominant  corruptipns,  which 
without  the  furnace  would  choak  the  word,  or 
overtop  faith,  liope,  and  love*  Divine  anger, 
Satan's  assaults,  and  carnal  enmity  rising  up, 
lare  some  of  the  flames  that  often  attend  the  fur- 
nace ;  but  jealousy  is  the  severest  ingredient 
that  ever  I  felt  in  it.  Call  these  coals  of  juni* 
per,  for  they  have  a  most  vehement  flame.  By 
our  follies  we  provoke  God  to  jealousy,  and  he 
measures  a  little  of  that  back  to  us.  He  is 
jealous  of  our  affections,  and  complains  of  a 
whorish  heart,  and  nothing  cuts  us  like  seeing 
others  embraced,  while  we  are  doubting  and 
fearing  of  coming,  short  of  those  embraces. 

Attend,  my  beloved  brother,  to  this ;  "  I 
have  cliosen  thee  in  the  furnace ;  "  that  is,  iu 
the  furnace  my  choice  of  thee  shall  be  made 
known  to  thee ;  as  it  is  written,  "  I  will  bring 
the  third  part  through  the  fire,  and  will  purify 
them,''  &c.  And  ''they  shall  call  upon  m/ 
name ;  I  will  say.  It  is  my  people ;  and  they 
shall  say.  The  Lord  is  my  God."  Thus  in  the 
furnace  his  choice  is  made  know n«  But  he 
says,    "I  will  purify  them." — Mark  that;   if 
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toot  Bdnctified^  we  reap  no  benefit — the  fnrnace 
ef  itsfelf  can  only  discover,  but  not  purge  us. 
That  which  purges  us  must  be  the*  application 
of  the  atonement  by  the  vigorous  actings  of 
faith,  or  else  by  fresh  discoveries  of  Jesus,  and 
of  our  interest  in  him ;  ^nd,  when  this  is  the 
Cise,  peace  and  tranquillity  ure  restored  5  while 
divine  mercy  and  human  misery  meet  in  the 
mind,  and  produce  self-loathing  and  God-exalt- 
ing sensations ;  under  which  the  soul  melts,  and 
meekness  and  quietude  succeed,  submission  and 
resignation  take  place;  while  we  applaud  and 
admire  the  divine  conduct,  kiss  the  rod,  and 
feel  the  intercourse  more  open  between  God  and 
6urselves.     Tliese,  my  dear  brother,  are  some 
of  the  blessed  effects  of  sanctified  afflictions : 
but,  if  nothing  of   this  sort  is  produced,  we 
cannot  say  that  they  have  yielded  the  peaceable 
fruit  of  righteousness  by  our  exercises  therein. 
It  h  bad,  it  is  unbecoming  and  unprofitable  to 
us,  when  we  come  out  stubborn,  morose,  dry, 
barren,  hard,  dead,  cold,  bitter,  legal,  proud,  uii- 
faumbled,  unrelenting,  or  unsubmissive,  Hke  Jo- 
nah— "  I  do  well  to  b^  angry/' 

Observe  these  things,  and  implore  sanctify- 
ing grace  on  them,  that  thou  may  est  gain  by 
SHch  afflictions.  God  chastens  us  for  our  profit, 
that  we  may  partake  of  his  holiness,  that  1$^ 
more  of  his  grace ;  without  which  there  is  loss 
inj»tei&d  of  profit.     Farewdl !    God  bless  thee. 
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My  love  to  dame,  and  to  Tommy  and  bis  dame. 
— ^They  shall  soon  hear  from  me :  but  my  dio* 
cese  greatly  enlarges  at  Lancaster,  Norwich, 
Helmsley  in  Yorkshire ;  and,  besides  the  North, 
Ely  and  C  ran  brook  correspond  with  me. 

Once  more  do  I  subscribe  myself  yours  in 
the  darling  Son  of  God, 


CCCLXXXVIIL 

April  4,  1804. 
The  Cabin,  on  board  the  Providence,  outward  bound ; 

And  through  rich  mercy  my  heart  is  deeply 
engaged  in  the  voyage.  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Trinity  Bay,  the  Fair  Havens,  and  the 
celestial  continent,  are  perpetually  before  my 
eyes,  and  always  uppermost  in  my  soul ;  for  I 
am  more  aud  more  wearied,  tired,  and  sick  of 
this  country.  There  are  but  three  things^  in  it 
that  afford  me  any  entertainment :  one  is,  sur- 
veying the  work  of  his  hands  in  the  creation, 
abstractedly  considered,  and  especially  at  this 
season,  when  vegetation  is  in  motion:  the  second 
is  his  government  of  a  world  so  disordered  and 
confused,  and  the  leadings  of  his  providence  in* 
variably  attending  on  all  those  who  observe 
these. things,  and  have  pleasure  therein:  and 


the  third  is  his  most  gracious  and  mysterious 
dealings  with  the  monuments  of  his  mercy,  in- 
creasing their  number,  and  faciUtating  their 
progress. 

Last  Monday  was  a  day  of  days;  yea,  one 
of  the  vdays  of  the  Son  of  man  to  the  poor 
and  much  despised  coalheaver.  The  door  of 
hope  and  gate  of  life  were  both  displayed.  No 
eclipse  upon  the  face  of  tlie  sun,  no  cloud  upon 
the  throne,  no  accuser  between  the  Wonderful 
Counsellor  and  his  client ;  the  intercourse  was 
open ;  when  we  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture. 
His  voice  in  my  sensations  was,  **  Open  thy 
mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it."  He  seemed  ail 
attention,  and  I  was  all  argument :  I  made  my 
petitions  deep,  and  my  pleas  were  many  :  the 
heavens  were  open,  and  the  skies  poured  down 
righteousness ;  the  earth  opened  to  receive  it, 
anil  brought  forth  salvation,  and  both  sprung 
up  together,  Isai.  xlv.  8.  O  what  heavenly 
trade,  what  divine  traffic  is  this  !  "  The  prayer 
of  the  upright  is  God's  delight."  The  High 
Priest  intercedes  above,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
with  many  a  groan  makes  intercession  below ; 
and  both  these  in  the  gap  close  lip  the  breach, 
and  keep  heaven  and  earth  together.  Truly 
"  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with 
the  Son  Christ  Jesus ; "  and  it  is  this  soul-en- 
riching company  that  makes  the  globe  appeir 
as  the  dust  of  a  balance,  and  all  its  splendid  ior 
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habitants  as  grasshoppers,  or  the  drop  of  a 
bucket. 

Jehovah  Jireh — "  upon  the  mount  of  the 
Lord  it  shall  be  seen."  Seen !  What?  Why  the 
King  in  his  beauty,  and  the  heavenly  land  so 
very  far  off.  One  day  in  his  courts  is  better 
than  a  thousand.  But  why?  Because  of  the 
outgoings  of  <jrod  the  king  in  the  sanctuary, 
where  faith  beholds  the  beauty  of  the  Lord, 
when  she  inquires  in  his  temple.  Well,  last 
Monday  was  court  day — all  was  clear — the 
union  sweet  and  close,  and  the  banquet  was  di- 
vine, cheering,  and  satisfactory ;  and  the  poor 
coalheaver  must  go  in  the  strength  of  that  meat 
many  days,  until  another  cake  and  cruse  ap- 
pear, and  until  some  other  juniper  tree  afford  a 
refreshing  shade  for  my  weary  soul.  But  I 
must  conclude,  with  love  to  Mary* 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


CCCLXXXIX. 

Nov*  6,  1806. 

DEAR  BROTHER, 

In  watching  the  dealings  of  God  his  blessed 
hand  appears ;  not  one  good  promise  has  failed 
us  from  Egypt  until  now;  nor  dp  I  know. of 
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any  ia  this  world  who  have  God  nearer  to  them 
than  we .  have,  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon 
him  for.  We  have  still  the  cloudy  pillar  by 
day — a  cloud  of  witnesses,  or  children  of  light, 
that  shine  in  this  dark  world :  and  the  favour 
of  the  King  of  Zion  is  still  as  a  cloud  of.  the 
latter  rain,  from  which  many  refreshing  dews  of 
reviving  grace,  and  showers  of  blessings,  arc 
distilled  and  discharged;  besides  the  cooling 
shades,  or  shadows,  from  the  scorching  flames 
of  Sinai,  and  the  flaming  shafts,  darts,  and  bolts 
pf  Satan.  And  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  for 
when  we  sit  in  darkness  the  Lord  is  a  light  unto 
us,  and  to  this  light  he  brings  us  forth  again 
and  again,  for  the  path  must  shine  even  to  per- 
feet  day.  We  shine  in  his  light,  burn  in  his 
love,  exist  in  his  life,  stand  in  his  strength, 
war  in  his  faith^  and  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  that  loved  us.  It  is  his  justice 
that  makes  us  tremble,  and  his  mercy  that 
makes  us  melt ;  his  truth  that  makes  us  free, 
and  his  faithfulness  keeps  us  in  the  path, 
and  pressing  on  to  the  end.  This  is  the  coal- 
heaver's  religion,  the  quintessence  of  it ;  and  it 
will  stand  when  th^  last  trumpet  sounds,  and 
all  the  walls  of  Jericho  fall  to  the  ground. 
^  We  are  God's  husbandry,  we  are  God's 
building,"  says  Paul,  and  his  works  shall  stand. 
*^  There  are  many  devices  in  a  man's  heart,  but 
Ihe  counsel  of  the  Lord,  that  shall  stand."  And^ 
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according  to  his  counsel,  he  saves  us  by  display- 
ing his  mercy  in  our  regeneration;  and  that 
mercy  that  renews  us  shall  be  built  up  for  ever 
in  our  glorification,  and  this  shall  complete  the 
image  of  God  in  all  the  saints.- 

Farewell !   Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee,  is 
the  request  of 

W.H.  S.S. 


GCCXC. 

,    Feb.  20,  1807. 
MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

Old  age  and  its  infirmities  gather  fast  upon 
my  heels,  and  will  pursue  me  till  nigh t<— the 
night  in  which  no  man  can  work.  But  this  I 
find,  that  I  am  sensibly,  comfortably,  and  joy- 
fully, in  the  fullest  possession  of  all  the  grace, 
the  mercy,  and  the  truth,  which  my  God  planted 
in  my  soul  when  he  first  delivered  the  lawful 
captive.  Yea,  I  have  of  late  thought,  at  times, 
with  Paul,  that  I  have  been,  and  still  am,  in 
the  fulness  of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of 
peace ;  for  I  do  not  know  of  a  spiritual  bless- 
ing in  Christ,  which  I  am  destitute  of  in  its 
enjoyment,  respecting  experience,  or  ignorant 
of  respecting  its  meaning.  Several  divines, 
who  were  sad  enemies  to  the  Coalheaver,  are 
lately  departed,  but  no  witnesses  are  produced 
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to  prove  that  thfsir  end  was  peace.  Poor  R. 
whom  I  never  saw,  though  he  has  borne  hard 
and  been  violent  against  me,  is  now  in  much 
need  of  that  which  he  has  slighted,  despised,  .. 
and  derided ;  namely,  the  most  holy  and  ever- 
blessed  Spirit's  work,  in  regenerating,  renctfw- 
ing,  sanctifying,  possessing,  sealing,  and  esta- 
blishing. "  O,  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into 
their  secret;  unto  their  assembly,  mine  honour, 
be  not  thou  united."  Of  all  crimes,  of  all  re- 
bellion, of  all  scorn  and  derision,  none,  no 
none,  ever  appeared  to  me  any  thing  like  that 
of  despising  the  person,  the  deity,  the  majesty, 
the  indwelling,  and  the  possession  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  God's  family.  And  it  is  but  just  that 
those  who  despise  the  greatest  of  all  blessings 
should  be  left  to  feel  their  wants,  and  the  misery 
attending  such  wants. 

I  preached  last  Tuesday  from  the  following 
passage ;  "  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall 
give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide 
with  you  forever,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  whom 
the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth  him 
not,  neither  knoweth  him ;  but  ye  know  him, 
for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in  you.'* 
Since  when  I  have  received  a  trimming  letter. 
The  serpent  stung  hisses  in  the  heart  of  his 
•seed,  and  never  can  forget  nor  forgive  the  deadly 
bruise  given  him  by  the  seed  of  the  woman. 
They  want  to  know  of  me  how  a  divine  person 
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can  dwell  in  men.  I  therefore  intend  next 
Tuesday  to  preach  upon  the  reigning  power 
of  Satan  in  all  God's  enemies;  and  to  ask  them 
to  explain  how  the  devil  dwelleth  in  them  r 
He  entered  into  Judas;  he  reigns  and  rules  in 
the  disobedient;  he  speaks  by  them,  works  in 
them,  and  takes  them  captive  at  his  will. 
'     Love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same  from 

W,  H.  S.  5. 


CCCXCI. 

April  3,  1807,  and  a  very  cold  morning. 
BELOVED, 

Ctrace  and  peace  be  multiplied  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ*  '  I  have  never  yet  found 
that  an  enemy,  whether  ghostly  or  fleshly,  in- 
ternal or  external,  any  besetting  sin  or  rising 
corruption,  doubt,  fear,  or  even  unbelief;  any 
temptation  or  opposition,  plot  or  snare,  con- 
trived by  men  or  devils,  ever  could  succeed,  or 
maintain  its  standing,  before  fervent  an rf  impor- 
tunate prayer.  This  is  one  piece  of  the  saint's 
panoply — an  offensive  and  defensive  weapon. 
The  Holy  Spirit  directs  and  assists  in  this  work ; 
the  Mediator  perfumes  it  with  his  grace  and 
grand  oblation ;  and  God  loves  it  and  delights 
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in  it  t  and  this  work  I  attend  to  in  private  more 
than  in  public ;  for  to  manage  it  aright  self-ex- 
amination is  required,  to  see  in  what  we  come 
behind,  wherein  we  are  deficient,  what  is  lacking 
in  our  faith,  where  our  great  weakness  lies, 
where  the  enemy  gains  the  advantage,  and 
what  are  the  causes  of  dejection  and  deadness, 
of  barrenness,  disquietude,  and  discontent ;  and 
thereby  suit  our  prayers  accordingly  ;  but  not 
in  the  old  beaten  round  of  words,  which  to  me 
is  worse  than  a  written  form  ; — the  words  of 
our  mouth  should  be  the  meditation  of  our 
heart.  The  main  business  in  this  (with  me)  is 
pleading  the  promises.  Jacob,  David,  Solomon, 
Daniel,  the  Saviour  in  the  Psalms,  and  the  apos- 
tles in  the  Acts,  all  pursued  this,  method.  Im- 
portunity and  perseverance  are  required ;  but 
we  are  sure  to  reap  if  we  faint  not.  Though 
it  is  too  often  seen  that  when  the  suppliant 
waxes  worse  and  worse  he  faints,  gives  way  to 
unbelief,  and  casts  away  his  confidence ;  where- 
upon the  devil  gains  ground,  and  in  all  future 
engagements  fights  the  harder.  I  do  conclude, 
when  this  is  the  case  with  me,  that  Satan  feels 
the  force  of  my  prayer,  and  lays  about  him  in 
great  wrath,  because  he  knows  that  he  hath  but 
a  short  time  ere  he  must  decamp ;  wherefore 
when  I'  find  matters  getting  worse  I  am  by  no 
means  moved  to  desist,  but  rather  to  follow  up 
my  exertions,  knowing  that  neither  sin,  sinners, 
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nor  devih,  can,  at  a  long  run,  stand  before  the 
prayer  of  faith. 

Moreover,  a  consciousness  of  being  dead 
and  reluctant,  or  of  having  offended  the  Lord, 
makes  people  stand  aloof  from  the  throne; 
whereupon  Satan  gains  ground,  and  they  add 
the  sin  of  omission  to  that  of  commission  ;  and 
so  get  cold,  and  go  further  and  further  into 
backsliding.  Christ  is  all,  and  in  all ;  and,  if 
denied  his  presence,  his  promised  and  needful 
help,  I  am  all  emptiness,  and  nothing  under  hea- 
ven can  repair  the  loss,  or  fill  the  vacancy ;  for 
God  knows  that  in  and  of  myself  I  am  nothing 
but  a  mere  machine.  But  I  labour  hard  to 
cleave  close,  to  follow  after,  and  follow  up  in 
secret  prayer ;  and  often  feel  dead,  dry,  back- 
ward, bound,  and  at  a  loss  for  words,  but  more 
for  the  power;  still  however  I  keep  on,  whe- 
ther dead  or  alive,  cold  or  hot,  backward  or  in 
earnest 

Faith  and  hope,  my  dear  friend,  are  easily 
discerned;  for,  though  in  the  strongest  fits  of 
unbelief,  and  ready  to  cast  away  our  confidence, 
we  are  obliged,  when  sorely  oppressed,  to  take 
that  weapon  up  again.  And  it  is  the  same  with 
hope,  however  ifreak ;  for,  if  we  would  in  our 
peevish  fits  yield  to  despondency,  hope  forbids, 
and  counteracts  it :  this  I  have  often  observed 
formerly,  when  I  was  weaker  than  weakness  it* 
self.    We  have  a  most  faithful  God  to  deal 
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with,  who  will  never  fail  us,  nor  suflfer  our 
faith  to  fail  in  the  trying Jiour. 

Love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same  from 
your  willing  servant, 


CCCXCII. 

June  1(5,  1795. 
Dear  Sister  in  the  Lord, 

GriiACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee  through 
the  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
You  inform  me  that  you  have  ever  been  prone 
to  hew  out  to  yourself  broken  cisterns.  This 
is  the  fruitless  toil  of  us  all.  But,  if  we  belong 
to  God,  he  will  take  us  in  hand  in  his  own  ap- 
pointed time,  and  make  every  cistern  disappoint 
us,  and-aggravate  our  thirst,  till  we  come  to  the 
Kving  fountain ;  "  From  all  your  filthiness,  and 
from  all  your,  idols,  will  I  cleanse  you ; "  de- 
struction and  misery  shall  be  in  all  ways,  except 
the  way  of  peace ;  and  we  shall  be  brought  to 
read  vanity  and  vexation  of  soul  upon  every 
thing  but  Christ  Jesus  and  his  great  salvation. 
If  thou  art  willing  to  come  to  the  light,  and  to 
knaw  the  worst  of  thy  state,  it  is  a  good  crite« 
rion ;  for  "  he  that  doth  the  truth  cometh  to 
the  light;"  and  the  heart  that  desires  to  be 
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searched  and  tried,  and  led  in  the  way  ever* 
lasting,  is  an  honest  and  a  good  heart  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Lord.  An  hypocrite  will  not 
come  to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should  be  re- 
proved ;  and  a  carnal  enemy  rebels  against  the 
lighti  not  knowing  the  ways  thereof,  nor  abiding 
in  the  paths  thereof. 

But  you  have  been  long  convinced  of  the 
need  of  power.  Tliis  is  what  all  God's  chil- 
dren must  learn,  more  or  less ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  he  often  leaves  them  to  labour  at  the  law, 
and  against  the  corruptions  of  their  nature,  in 
order  to  subdue  them,  and  to  break  off  their 
old  wicked  customs  and  practices,  to  which 
they  have  been  long  addicted.  This  is  done  in 
order  to  convince  us  of  the  frailty  of  an  arm  of 
ilesh,  to  make  us  despair  for  ever  of  all  human 
help,  and  to  lead  us  to  him  who  is  both  our 
righteousness  and  strength :  hence  it  is  that  he 
promises  to  manifest  his  power  in  our  weakness^ 
or  to  display  and  make  bare  his  arm  when  our 
strength  is  exhausted ;  *^  Let  the  weak  say,  I 
am  strong.  He  will  give  power  to  the  faint, 
and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth 
strength.".  We  are  exhorted  to  lay  hold  of  his 
strength  by  humble  prayer,  and  our  strength  is 
to  sit  still  until  our  prayers  arp  answered.  Ja- 
bez  was  obliged  to  beg  of  God  to  keep  him  from 
evil,  and  God  granted  him  his  request.  He  has 
promised  by  his  power  to  make  us  willing ;  to 
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give  us  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scor* 
pions,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy. 
If  God  has  quickened  thy  soul,  he  will  empty 
thee  from  vessel  to  vessel,  and  not  let  thee  rest 
on  the  old  bottom :  convictions  will  return,  and 
fresh  salt  will  be  rubbed  in  the  wound,  to  keep 
it  smarting  till  the  good  Physician  come;  rest* 
lessness  and  inward  disquietude  will  follow  thee; 
a  secret  something  will  be  wanting  which  the 
creature  cannot  give.  There  will  be  a  keen  apr 
petite  for  the  Lord's  day  and  the  Lord's  word, 
and  a  thirst  for  the  living  God ;  which  craving 
will  never  entirely  cease  till  thou  hast  found  the 
bread  of  life :  hence  the  promises ;  *^  a  present 
help  in  trouble,**  "  the  weary  shall  find  rest," 
**  and  blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst 
♦fter  righteousness, "  &c. 

It  appears  to  me  that  thy  sandy  foundation 
gives  way,  that  falsehood  cannot  cover  thee ; 
thy  bed  of  security  gets  too  short,  and  thy 
scanty  covering  too  narrow  to  hide  thy  shame 
and  nakedness.  And  what  can  all  this  be  done 
for,  but  to  bring  thee  to  the  Rock,  to  the  only 
refuge,  and  to  that  robe  of  covering  that  Christ 
)ias  provided,  that  we  may  be  clothed,  and  that 
the  shame  of  our  nakedness  may  not  appear. 
What  the  Lord  is  about  with  thee  thou  knowest 
tiot  now,  because  of  the  darkness  that  is  in 
thee  I  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter,  when  he 
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makes  darkness  light  before  thee  and  crooked 
things  straight.  In  the  mean  time  be  thou  dili- 
gent in  the  means ;  and,  however  confused  or 
abashed,  or  shut  up,  or  reluctant  to,  or  dead  in 
prayer,  still  be  constant  at  it.  The  elect  cry 
day  and  night ;  and  shall  not  God  avenge  them? 
He  will  avenge  them ;  "  for  every  one  that 
asketh  receiveth,  and  he  that  seeketh  findeth, 
and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be  opened." 
Read  also  the  word,  and  watch  the  power  of 
God  within,  and  his  providential  dealings  and 
leadings  without ;  ^'  He  that  will  observe  these 
things,  even  he  shall  understand  the  loving 
kindness  of  the  Lord."  They  that  feel  their 
need  of  a  Saviour  have  no  cause  to  fear ;  he  is 
sent  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  save  the 
lost,  to  call  sinners  to.  repentance,  to  feed  the 
hungry;  to  give  rest  to  the  weary;  to  pour 
water  on  the  thirsty ;  to  deliver  those  that  arc 
bound,  and  the  fearful;  to  take  the  prey  from 
the  mighty,  and  to  renew  the  strength  of  those 
that  wait  upon  him  :  and  surely,  as  he  waits  to 
be  gracious,  they  shall  not  be  ashamed  that  wait 
for  him  and  his  grace. 

In  about  three  weeks  I  think -to.  spend  one 
Lord's  day  at  Lewes.  In  the  mean  time,  my 
dear  sister  in  Christ,  fare  thee  Well.  The  Lord 
bless  thee,  teach  thee,  guide  thee,  and  keep 
thee — as  be  hath  taught  and  kept  poor,  sinfuls 
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worthless  inc.  My  love  to  youi'  spouse,  and 
Jill  that  love  the  poor  sinner's  only  and  ever- 
lasting friend,  die  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

Ever  thine  in  the  bowels  of  Him, 

W.  Huntington, 


CCCXCIIL 

ft 

March  8,  1796. 
Doctor  Sack  tg  Mrg.  Prate-a-pace,  Greeting, 

BELOVED, 

Not  long  since  I  received  a  little  present  of 
savoury  meat ;  not  of  venison,  but  of  swine ;  this 
comes  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  it,  with 
thanks.  Savoury  meat  the  heirs  of  promise  are 
fond  of,  and  the  Lord  himself  seems  highly  to 
commend  it;  "Thou  shalt  not  suflfer  the  salt 
of  thy  sacrifices  to  be  wanting ;  with  all  thine 
offerings  thou  shalt  offer  salt"  Salt  comes 
from  the  sea,  which  is  a  piofound  depth,  and 
the  saltness  of  the  sea- water  a  profound  secret, 
never  yet  accounted  for :  and  both  are  emble- 
matical of  the  profound  depths  of  divine  grace. 
Salt  is  a  very  penetrating  article — it  will  go 
through  the  largest  joint;  and  so  will  grace-*-^ 
it  will  reach  the  heart,  the  affections,  the  mirnl 
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and  will ;  and  at  certain  seasons  it  is  inwardly 
felt  in  its  humbling  and  seasoning  operations ; 
^^  Have  salt  in  yourseives,  aiid  be  at  peace  one 
with  another."  Under  the  sensible  operations 
of  it^an  awe  is  felt  upon  the  spirit;  contri- 
tion and  a  holy  reverence  of  God  appear;  the 
bowels  move  with  gratitude  for  the  least  ground 
of  hope,  granted  to  mortals  so  base  and  unwor- 
thy. At  such  times  it  is  difficult  to  speak  with^ 
out  tears ;  "  Let  your  words  be  with  grace  sea- 
soned with  salt,  that  th«y  may  minister  grace 
to  the  hearers."  "  Can  that  which  is  unsavoury 
be  eaten  without  salt  ?  Or  is  there  any  taste  in 
the  white  of  an  egg?  How  forcible  are  right 
words  !  but  what  doth  your  arguing  reprove  ?" 
says  Job.     No  salt  there. 

Salt  is  a  great  preservative — it  preserves 
from  putrefaction:,  but  some  have  no  relish  for 
it,  and  therefore,  are  not  likely  to  be  seasoned 
with  it:  '^  Salt  is  good;  but,  if  the  salt  hath 
lost  its  savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  seasoned  ? 
It  is  neither  fit  for  the  land,  nor  for  the  dung- 
hill, but  men  cast  it  out.''  This  is  sad  contempt 
of  sovereign  grac?.  But  so  it  came  to  pass; 
"  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,'^  said  the  Saviour 
to  his  apostles :  but  the  Jews  cast  them,  and 
all  their  savoury  doctrines,  out  of  the  synagogue, 
and  some  out  of  their  country,  and  others  out 
of  the  world  ;  for  with  the  Jews  it  had  lost  all 
its  savour.    They  preferred  their  own  unsavory 
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traditions  before  it,  and  therefore  that  part  of 
the  earth  was  not  seasoned  with  it  All  grace 
is  in  Christ;  his  sacrifice  was  seasoned  with  the 
abundance  of  grace,  and  the  least  grain  of  it 
from  his  fulness  makes  us  a  sweet  savour  of 
Christ ;  and  making  use  of  his  person  as  a  Me** 
diator,  of  his  sacrifice  as  our  atonement,  in  our 
approaches  to  God  in  confession,  prayer,  or 
thanksgiving,  is  using  salt  with  our  spiritual 
sacrifices ;  for  he  offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice 
of  a  sweet-smelling  savour  to  God ;  and  there 
is  always  a  savour  in  his  name,  though  there  is 
none  in  ours. 

Whatever  you  do,  Mary,  do  as  William  bids 
you — be  sure  to  make  use  of  the  Mediator,  the 
Man  made  strong  for  God's  self.  Plead  his 
undertaking,  his  satisfaction,  the  covenant,  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,  the  promises  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  invitations  of  the  covenant ; 
**  With  all  thine  offerings  thou  shalt  offer  salt.*' 
All  the  promises  of  the  New  Testament  are  sea- 
soned, and  seasoning  words;  Christ  is  a  sea* 
soned  sacrifice,  offered  for  us. — Make  use  of 
both,  Mary — be  sure  to  offer  salt.  Your  pre- 
sent was  savoury  meat,  and  I  have  endeavoured 
to  send  you  a  little  of  the  same  sort,  that  I  may 
not  be  a  debtor  to  you  upon  this  score.  If  your 
husband  wanders  that  I  did  not  write  to  him,, 
you  may  tell  him  that  my  business  is  to  creep 
into  houses,  and  lead  captive  silly  women^  laden 
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with  sins;  and,  if  I  can  lead  them  to  Christ,  it 
is  all  I  want  to  do,  for  he  can  manage  them 
better  than  I  can.  I  have  got  one  silly  one, 
and  that  is  trouble  enough  for  me.  And  now, 
Mary,  as  your  name  signifies  bitterness,  I  ^)u$t 
take  my  leave  of  you,  and  not  spend  the  whole 
day  in  gossippii^g.  with,  a  peevish,  ungrateful, 
discontiented  old  woman ;  but  go  and  carry  a 
few  tidings  into  the  city  about  a  good  Man, 
thai  made  himself  poor  to  pay  oth^r  folks'  debts, 
that  they  through  his  poverty  might  be  made 
rich- 
Tender  my  kind  love  to  Mr.  H.  and  his  bro- 
ther, and  all  friends  that  love  my  dearly  be- 
loved, and  altogether  lovely  Jesu$.  Yours  in 
faith  and  affection,  for  his  sake, 

W.  Huntington. 


CCCXCIV. 

Church  street^  Paddington^  August  1,  1790. 
Dear  Sister  in  Christ, 

GriiACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  you  through 
the  great  medium  of  all  conveyance.  As  for 
me,  I  have  been  of  late  "  A  man  of  sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief; "  for  never  before 
did   [  see  so  infernal  an  influence  attend  the 


mihistry  of  one  of  the  y^otst  of  men  ;  "  One 
sf  An^r  destroy eth  much  good."  But  my  God 
1ms  given  me  an  eye  to  discern  spirits,  and  has 
hcW  me  up  with  a  strong  hand ;  he  knows  the 
Coalheaver,  apd  thfe  Coalheaver  knows  him; 
nor  shall  his  faithfulness  ever  fail.  We  live, 
my  sister,  in  awful  days  ;  the  worst  of  men  get 
into  the  ministry,  and  then  it  ia  "  like  people, 
like  priest."  By  the  help  of  my  God,  I  will 
not  be  partaker  of  other  men's  sins,  nor  bid 
such  God  speed',  let  the  conseqcrence  be  what 
it  may. 

A  door  of  hope  and  of  mercy  is  open,  and 
the  throne  of  gfracc  is  accessible.  File  every 
petition  there,  Mary,  for  it  is  our  meeting  place, 
where  God  will  meet  and  commune  with  us  j 
here  our  cares  and  burdens  are  to  be  brought, 
and  our  requests  are  to  be  made  known ;  nor 
shall  we  seek  his  face  or  call  on  his  holy  name 
in  vain. 

But  now  to  the  eighth  verse  of  the  fourth 
chapter  of  the  Song  of  Solomon.  It  contains 
a  prophecy  which  would  come  *o  pass  when 
Christ,  the  day-spring  from  on  high,  visited  the 
world,  at  which  time  the  sun  of  righteousness 
would  shine,  the  day  would  break,  and  the 
shadows  of  the  ceremonial  law  would  flee 
away;  but  until  that  time  arrives  the  spouse 
must  attend  the  offerings  of  incense  on  mount 
Zion,  were  the  temple  stood;  verse  6.    Tiie 
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Best  is,  that  Christ  is  represented  as  having  ap« 
peared  to  waah  her  and  clothe  her,  and  therefore 
calls  her  fair ;  verse  7.  Lebanon  signifies  the 
temple,  which  was  built  of  the  wood  of  that 
mountain ;  read  Zechariah  iL  1.  Christ  being 
come,  and  having  rent  the  veil  of  the  temple, 
and  left  that  house  desolate,  bids  his  church 
follow  him  into  the  new  dispensation,  and  to 
leave  the  temple  and  synagogue  worship,  which 
he  knew  would  be  a  strange  thing  to  her,  and 
therefore  he  repeats  "  from  Lebanon,"  with  me 
from  Labanon — I  have  left  the  temple,  and  so 
must  you. 

Amana,  Shinar,  and  Hermon,  shew  the  spread 
of  the  gospel  in  the  most  uncivilized  parts  of 
the  holy  land,  where  Tabor  and  Hermon  should 
rejoice  in  his  name;  even  Amana,  towards 
Egypt,  and  Shinar  in  Babylon,  should  know 
the  Saviour;  ^^  I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab 
and  Babylon  to  them  that  know  me,"  saith  the 
psalmist.  Babylon  was  the  place  were  Daniel 
was  cast  into  the  lions*  den,  and  Egypt  the  place 
where  Israel  suffered ;  a  wicked  race,  spotted 
by  the  flesh  like  a  leopard ;  and  the  Babyloni- 
ans, fierce  and  cruel  as  lions.  But  God  calls 
Egypt  his  people :  you  have  both  Egypt  and 
the  land  of  Babylon  in  these  words,  "  Blessed 
be  Egypt  my  people,  and  Assyria  the  work  of 
my  hands,"  Isai.  xix.  S5.  From  all  these  place3 
sjouls  were  espoused  to  Christ,  when  the  Jewish 
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churchy  in  company  with  her  Lord,  went  forth 
into  all  these  plages,  and  carried  the'  gospel 
among  the  Gentiles;  and  she  is  exhorted  to 
take  notice  of  the  success  of  it  from  all  these 
j)laces,  where  she  had  laboured  for  her  Lord, 
and  to  see  that  the  little  sister,  which  aforetime 
had  no  breasts,  was  now  marriageable,  and  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  npw  found  favour,  Song 
viu.  8. 

Tender  my  love  to  Mr,  H.  and  all  friends.  I 
beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  and  you  may 
depend  on  a  part  in  mine. 

Your  ready  servitor, 

W.  Huntington, 
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